For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster recovery efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.ong 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Response 
Center at (225) 346-5193 
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Congress on Evangelism 



William Paul Young, author of the best selling novel The Shack, addressed attendees at the Congress on Evangelism 2010 
held Jan. 5-8 in New Orleans at the Roosevelt Hotel. Young’s Thursday night address was just one of several enjoyed by the 
more than 630 people registered for the annual national evangelism conference for the United Methodist denomination.Those 
attending the Congress on Evangelism took part in a series of workshops focused on youth ministry, hospitality, leadership 
development and transforming the local church. 

United Methodists gather in New Orleans Jan. 5-8 


William Paul Young, author of the 
best selling novel The Shack , described 
himself as an ‘accidental’ author at the 
Congress on Evangelism 2010, held Jan. 
5-8 in New Orleans at the Roosevelt 
Hotel. 

As a matter of fact, the former manu¬ 
facturer’s rep actually wrote the book as 
a gift for his six children aged 16-29 at 
the request of his wife, Kim. 

When Young was encouraged to mass 
produce the book, he was initially turned 
down by 26 publishers. “They said it 
(The Shack) was too edgy, had too much 
‘Jesus’ in it,” explained the author, draw¬ 
ing a laugh from the crowd. 

Young’s Thursday night address was 
just one of several enjoyed by the more 
than 630 people that attended the annual 
national evangelism conference for the 
United Methodist denomination. 


The theme for this year’s event was 
“Restore, Rebuild, Renew.” 

Bishop Minerva Carcano, Episcopal 
leader for the Desert Southwest 
Conference, led Wednesday evening’s 
worship service with a powerful message 
on immigration reform. Bishop Carcano, 
official spokesperson on the subject of 
immigration for the Council of Bishops, 
expressed concerns about negative 
responses from United Methodists 
regarding reform. 

“Every single time I open my mouth 
to speak the words of Scripture about 
how we are to treat the immigrant, I get 
royally blasted,” said the bishop, who has 
received thousands of faxes from United 
Methodists “condemning me for what I 
have said.” 

Using the church’s disaster response 
efforts in New Orleans as an example of 


reaching out to those who need help, 
Bishop Carcano emphasized, “The truth 
is that anyone who has come (to New 
Orleans) to help leaves here restored, 
rebuilt and renewed. (We have the) task 
of restoring, rebuilding and renewing The 
United Methodist Church, remembering 
in whom we have placed our trust. . . 

God had boundless power.” 

Paul Young referred to that boundless 
power by calling The Shack's popularity 
as “a God thing.” Young is “amazed” by 
the affect that the book has had on the 
lives of many of his readers, sharing that 
they have “opened up their hearts” on his 
website and that people have bought the 
book “by the case.” 

The author expressed that The Shack 
focuses on the nature of God’s character 
and his desire for relationship with men 

See Congress, page 8 
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From the Pew 


United Methodist Women 


Happy New Year! 

What an amazing year we have had as 
United Methodist Women of the 
Louisiana Conference. United Methodist 
Women is a national and international 
membership organization designated as 
the mission “arm” of the church. Our pur¬ 
pose is to know and love God, and we 
show that love through our mission giv¬ 
ing. 

Louisiana is home to several mission 
projects and properties owned and man¬ 
aged by the Women’s Division of the 
United Methodist Church. These projects 
are supported by UMW members in 
Louisiana and world-wide. They include 
the North Rampart Community Center 
(formerly the St. Mark Community 
Center) in New Orleans; Dulac 
Community Center Services in Dulac; 
MacDonell United Methodist Children’s 
Services in Houma; and Sager Brown-UM 
Committee on Relief Depot (UMCOR) in 
Baldwin, La. 

In 2009, the Louisiana Conference 
UMW pledged over $229,000 to these 
local and to other world-wide projects. 

Corine Francis Paul, an active UMW 
member, is just one of many who were 
deeply impacted by the ministry provided 
by the Dulac Community Center. “I grew 
up in Dulac, where I attended the Dulac 
Indian Mission School. Ultimately, I was 
sent to Vashti Boarding School for Girls in 
Georgia, a United Methodist facility. 

While I was at Vashti, UMW members 


from Louisiana took 
care of me by provid¬ 
ing me with clothes, 
birthday presents, 
gifts of spending 
money and some of 
my tuition. After 
graduation, Dulac 
Community Center 
sent me to Scarritt to 
Edna Brown train to become a 

Hickman Kindergarten 

teacher,” said Paul, 
who worked for 30 years in Indian 
Education for Terrebonne Parish School 
Board. 

The former president of Houma 
Heights UMW and member of Bayou 
Blue UMW wrote, “United Methodist 
Women played such a special part in my 
life, I will never, never forget the love and 
care they offered me and my family.” 

UMW members set high standards for 
sharing Christ’s love. Anne Searcy and 
Jerri Bonner, both UMW members at First 
UMC in Pineville, exemplified that love 
when Jerri donated a kidney to Anne, who 
was diagnosed with renal failure. Anne 
refers to John 15:13, “Greater love has no 
man than this; that a man lay down his life 
for his friend” when talking about Jerri, 
who has been a dedicated member of 
United Methodist Women for many years. 

UMW units set high standards for mis¬ 
sion giving. Each year at our School of 
Christian Mission and at annual meetings, 


members bring items or money for our 
mission agencies. This year, First United 
Methodist Church in Lafayette donated 
$1,700 to missions. For the past several 
years, the UMW of First UMC Lafayette 
raised funds during a Fourth of July cele¬ 
bration at the church. Like many other 
churches, children are given the opportu¬ 
nity to give to missions during First 
UMC’s annual Vacation Bible School. 

This hands on approach to giving helps 
“little ones” to understand that God 
expects us to reach out and help others. 

Erica Joy Washington (MPH 
Epidemiology) had this to say about the 
importance of UMW in her life: 
“Participation in UMW was a fixture of 
my rearing and I consider being a United 
Methodist part of my family’s legacy. As a 
child, I recall attending meetings of our 
local UMW unit with my mother, grand¬ 
mother and aunts. My aunts served in 
many leadership roles, such as president 
of our local unit, district president, and 
president of the Louisiana Conference for 
UMW. During my teen years, I became 
active in School of Christian mission, dur¬ 
ing which I met other teenaged girls who 
shared values similar to my own and were 
interested in growing in their faith jour¬ 
ney. My favorite annual UMW endeavors 
were the annual reading programs as well 
as the mission meeting where we could 
obtain global perspectives on women 
around the world seeking to better their 
communities and grow in their relation¬ 


ship with God. Now that I am a young 
adult, I am continuing my work as a 
United Methodist woman by maintaining 
my membership, working on the local 
level, and supporting conference endeav¬ 
ors.” 

Make United Methodist Women an 
active part of your church’s ministry. 

Leam more about missions and our world 
during UMW’s School of Mission (We 
offer scholarships to youth and adults 
attending School of Mission for the first 
time). As a conference, we participate on 
the Regional and Jurisdictional levels and 
in Quadrennial Assembly meetings. We 
encourage you to make plans to attend 
Assembly 2010 April 30-May 2 in St. 
Louis, Missouri (An UMCOR truck will 
be parked at Experience Hall for collect¬ 
ing assembled kits for UMCOR). There is 
also an opportunity to participate in the 
Ubuntu Day of Service and the Mission 
Forward Symposium. UMW offers many 
opportunities of “joyous possibilities” 
through which we can love locally and 
give globally. Please join us in this very 
important mission and help make a differ¬ 
ence with God’s help. As with all of God’s 
work, you won’t regret it. 

For more information, you may go to 
the conference website at http://www.la- 
umc.org and click on laity/umw. 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President 
Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women 
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William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $15 for one year, $25 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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2010 Scholarship Information 


& Other 
Important Stuff 
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Wesley Center, Woodworth, Louisiana 


Scott & Sarah Marsalis-Luginbill - 
Facilitators 

$85.00 Before Deadline 

#1 February 5th-February 7th, 2010 
ftV # 2 February 19th - February 21st, 2010 

Deadline for BOTH events: Noon, February 1st, 2010 

REGISTER ONLINE AT: 

http://events.SignUp4.com/srhi010 


Louisiana Annual Conference 
YOUTH Web Address 

www.la-umc.org/index.php?option=com_content 
&view=article&id=124&ltemid=544 


LA Annual Conference 
United Methodist Merit Scholarship 


A 


Deadline - April 15th 
For APPLICATION or INFORMATION Contact: 

Rev. Don Ross 

6109 Highway 311, Houma, Louisiana 70360 
Email: rdon.ross@gmail.com 

Phone: 985-868-7787 
or download application from 
http://www.la-umc.org/docs/merit.doc 




Scholarships Available from The General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 


% 


Scholarship Application Deadline Who may apply? 

Allan Jerome Burry Scholarship an active, full member of The United Methodist Church for at least three years and be nominated by their campus 


February 1 


ministry unit or college chaplain, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. OR a member of a Central Conference of The 
United Methodist Church, have a B+ (3.5) cumulative academic average, document financial need 
Graduate program for students 35 years of age or older 

Hispanic, Asian, Native American or Pacific Islander students who are juniors or seniors in college OR graduate students 
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, Pacific Islander or Black undergraduate students 
For students at any accredited college who have shown leadership within the U M Church 
Helen & Allen Brown Scholarship an active member of The UMC for at least three years, and currently a member of a UMC in the New Orleans District, 
May 1 Louisiana Conference or the Nashville District of the Tennessee Conference prior to applying, be recommended by their 

pastor, have B (3.0) average or above, able to demonstrate financial need, a citizen/permanent resident of the U.S. 

The Edith M. Allen Scholarship enrolled at a United Methodist college or university, have a B+ average, be an active, full member of The 


Brandenburg 
HANA 
Ethnic 
Gift of Hope 


March 1 
April 1 
May 1 
May 1 


May 15 


General 


May 15 


UMC for at least three years, be recognized as one whose academic and vocational contributions will help improve the 
quality of life for others 

If student does not qualify for any of the above scholarships, request a General Application. Criteria varies - from wills and annuities 
Web Site - http://www.umhef.org/receive.php 

For Additional Information: 

General Board Of Higher Education And Ministry - Office Of Loans And Scholarships P.O. Box 340007, Nashville TN 37203-0007 


I annuities 

<r 
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2010 Scholarship 


For Financial Aid & Admissions Information 
From One Of Louisiana's United Methodist 
Related Institutions 
Contact: 


Centenary College 

Office Of Admissions 
2911 Centenary Boulevard 
Shreveport, La 71104 
(318) 869-5131 
(800) 234-4448 

Web: www.Centenary.edu 

E-Mail: admissions@centenary.edu 


Dillard University 

Financial Aid Office 

2601 Gentilly Blvd 

New Orleans, LA 70122 

(504) 816-4677 

(800) 216-8094 

Web: www.Dillard.edu 

E-Mail: fmancial_aid@dillard.edu 


^(f National United Methodist Youth Scholarships 

For Entering Freshmen - Ethnic Students 
The Richard S. Smith Scholarship - June 1st 


and 


The David W. Self Scholarship - June 1st 
Download Application at: 

http://www.gbod.org/youngpeople/grants/grants.htm 

OR Contact: 

The Division on Ministries with Young People 
P.O. Box 340003 Nashville, TN 37203-0003 

(877) 279-6087 




2010 United Methodist Dollars for Scholars Application 

UMHEF will provide a $1,000 matching scholarship to 475 eligible applicants 
(including 25 scholarships designated for Hispanic-, Asian-, and Native- 
American [HANA] students funded by the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministry). Candidates must be enrolled or planning to enroll as a full-time 
student, fall 2010, in a UM-related college, university, or seminary and be an 
active member of The UMC for at least one year. Doctoral candidates are not 
eligible. A check for $1,000 payable to UMHEF from the sponsoring church (no 
personal checks) must be mailed along with the fully completed application 
form between January 1 and March 1 (or June 1 for students planning to enroll 
in a two-year college only). 

Double Your Dollars for Scholars 

Students attending United Methodist-related institutions not participating in the 
Triple Your Dollars component of the United Methodist Dollars for Scholars pro¬ 
gram will receive a total award of $2,000. These schools are listed as Double 
Your Dollars participants. 

Triple Your Dollars for Scholars 

Students attending United Methodist-related institutions that have agreed to 
participate in the Triple Your Dollars component of the United Methodist Dollars 
for Scholars program will receive $1,000 in matching funds from the school for 
a total award of $3,000. These schools are listed as Triple Your Dollars partici¬ 
pants. Recipients should contact their institution’s financial aid office for specif¬ 
ic information about how their matching award will be granted. 


% 


4" 1 


The United Methodist Higher Education Foundation 
Web address: 


http://www.umhef.org/pdf_library/2010_UMDFS_Application.pdf 
^ P. O. Box 340005 Nashville, TN 37203-0005 ^ 


You can also find Schola 


Expressly for Centenary or Dillard Students 


I 


Daughenbaugh Matheny 
Scholarships 

Deadline - March 1st 
For Information Contact: 
Carolyn Dove 
102 Turner Lane 
Many, LA 71449 

(318) 590 2989-H (318) 256 7869 Fax 
catdove@hughes.net 


I 


United Methodist Websites 

www.La-UMC.org - Louisiana Annual Conference Official Web Address 
www.la-umc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=124&ltemid=5' 
www.UMC.org - Official Website of The United Methodist Church. 
www.gbod.org/youngpeople/ - Help in finding youth ministry resources or underc 
www.gbhem.org - The United Methodist General Board of Higher Education and 
www.gbhem.org/bcf/default.asp - The Black College Fund 
www.ileadyouth.com - Helping youth become fully-devoted disciples of Jesus Ct 
www.Cokesbury.com - Cokesbury is the retail division of The United Methodist F 
Bible Study, Sunday School Curriculum 


Other Opportunities 


Louisiana Office of Student Financial Assistance, Write - P.O. Box 91202, Bato 
Tuition Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS), https://osfantweb.osfa. 

fastweb Information on of local scholarships, national scholarships and college 
U.S. Department of Education FREE Application for Federal Student Aid Web 
AMVETS Memorial Scholarships (for children of veterans); http://www.am 
Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation, https://www.coca-colascholars.org/cokc 
Elks Local and National Scholarships; get information at http://www.elks.Org/c 
National Future Farmers of America Center, http://www.ffa.org/programs/sc 
Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program; VFW, 406 W. 34th St., Kansas Ci 
Youth Writing Contest & More; Guideposts, 16 F- 34th St., New York, NY 100 
National Honor Society; http://www.nhs.us/s_nhs/sec.asp?CID=122&DI 
About College http://www.collegesavings.org/ 

College Is Possible, http://www.acenet.edu/AM/Template.cfm?Section=CIP1 




United Methodist Communications offers 
undergraduate & post graduate scholarships & fellowships 
for those interested in the area of Religious Journalism 

The Stoody-West Fellowship or 
Leonard M. Perryman Communications Scholarship for 
Ethnic Minority Students 
http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=44&mid=10270 
Judy Weidman Racial Ethnic Minority Fellowship 
http://crt.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=l&mid=6891 
To receive an application packet, or information contact: 

UMCOM 








P.O. Box 320, Nashville, TN 37202-0320 
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Information 


rship Information at http://la-umc.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=124&ltemid=544 


Harold & Patricia Babin Scholarship ^ 

I Deadline: March 31st ■ 

For Information or application contact: 

St. Francisville United Methodist Church 
Attention: Scholarship Committee 
P. O. Box 2908 
St. Francisville, LA 70775 
Phone: 225-635-3763 
Email: stfrumc@bellsouth.net 

recipient of the scholarship will be notified by June 


BEVERLY BOND MEMORIAL 
A\ SCHOLARSHIP 

t 


Deadline - May 1st 

For those interested in a Christian Vocation in 
The United Methodist Church 

Contact: 


Jefferson United Methodist Church 
10328 Jefferson Highway Baton Rouge, LA 70809 

(225) 293-4440 staff@jeffersononline.org 


red! 


ne 3^J 




44 - Louisiana Annual Conference YOUTH Web Address 
jrad scholarships. 

I Ministry is the agency for educational, institutional, & ministerial leadership. 

irist. You will find resources to work with the youth in your congregation. 
Publishing House & offers products such as: Books & Bibles, Sermon Resources, 


n Rouge, LA 70821 Call (800) 259-5626 Ext. 1012, Internet - www.osfa.state.la.us 
state.la.us/TOPSPort.nsf/ 

-specific scholarships. http://www.fastweb.com/ 

Site. http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 

vets.org/programs/programs_scholarships.html 

iWeb/index.jsp 

snf/scholars/ourscholarships.cfm 

holarships/index.html 

ty, MO 64111. http://www.vfw.org/index.cfm?fa=cmty.levelc&cid=1836 

16. http://www.free-4u.com/guidepos.htm 

ID=5266 




For Seminary Students From Louisiana 
Service Loan Program 

To qualify for the Service Loan Program, recipients must comply with the 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry procedure to become a certified 
candidate for ordained ministry within The United Methodist Church, and 
be commissioned Elder or Deacon by age 60. 

For more information, contact the candidacy registrar, Rev. John Edd 
Harper, at 225-346-1646 or email: johnedd@bellsouth.net 
For additional loan information, contact: 

Tracie Wharton 

8337 Jefferson Highway Baton Rouge, LA 70809 
(225) 346-1535 or 1-800-256-9317 Email: twharton@umf.org 






Georgia Harkness Scholarship Program 

available for women over 35 who have received a bachelor of arts or 
> equivalent degree, are enrolled full time in a University 

_J Senate accredited school of theology in the master of divinity 

program, and who are currently certified as candidates for 
ordained ministry as an elder in The United Methodist 
l| Church. This program offers 10 scholarships at $5,000 each to 
be awarded each year by the first of June. The deadline for the 
applications is March 1st. Applications and more information about the pro¬ 
gram can be found at GBHEM's Clergywomen's website at 

http://www.gbhem.Org/site/c.lsKSL3POLvF/b.3876391/k.2F17/ 

Georgia_Harkness_Scholarship_Award.htm 




e 



of Loans and Scholarships 

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
The United Methodist Church 

P. 0. Box 340007 Nashville,TN 37203-0007 

Web site www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication. 

Loan Department 615-340-7346 Scholarship Department 615-340-7344 
umloans@gbhem.org umscholar@gbhem.org 


= Requires Membership in a United Methodist Church 


The Wadsworth A. Davis 
Leadership Scholarship 

Contact: 

EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL FOR HOPE & 
,, OPPORTUNITY, INC. /ECHO 
— P.O. Box 872797 

New Orleans, La. 70187 

APPLICATION 

The application deadline is May 1st 
Postmarked by April 30, 2010 
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Baton Rouge District completes ‘Habitat’ house 


It was cold with snow on the ground 
when the Dunn home on was dedicated on 
Dec. 5. The home was a joint Habitat proj¬ 
ect for 16 churches in the Baton Rouge 
District. Ministers from Broadmoor United 
Methodist Church, along with District 
Superintendent Rev. Ralph Ford, led the 
service. 

Homeowner Sylvia, her granddaughter 
Raven and son Robert will be moving into 
the home in January upon completion of 
subcontractor work and paperwork. 


Landscaping will be done after the move in 
so that Master Gardeners can instruct the 
homeowners. 

Participating churches included 
Broadmoor, Baker, Camphor, Denham 
Springs, Ethyl, Faith Crossing, First in 
Baton Rouge, Grand River, 

Ingleside, Jefferson, New Song, St. 
Andrews, St. John’s, Southern’s Wesley 
Foundation, University and Zachary 
UMCs. Church members worked on the 
build and provided lunches. 



JOIN US ... 


REGISTRATION 


"Lead me Lord 1 ’ is a half day district-wide training 
event designed to equip congregational leaders 
with tools to be effective in the area they have been 
called to serve. 


For registration, email 

becky@ 

firstmethodist.org 


WHEN 

JAN. 23, 2010 

WHERE 

First United Methodist Church 
930 North Blvd. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70302 


Please include which session 
you are interested in attending, 
There is no registration fee. 
Churches may bring as many 
leaders as they please. 


SCHEDULE 

8:30 Coffee and Fellowship 

9:00 Leaders Who Make a Difference: Church Council - Larry O’Dell 
9:45 Break 

10:00 Workshop (Choose one from below.) 

10:45 Break 

11:00 Fighting Fair: Conflict Resolution - Craig Gilliam 

WORKSHOPS 

Connecting the Congregation and the Staff (Ralph Fat'd) 

So I’m a Lay Leader...what now? (Grant Schrcecfc and Betty Blackman) 
Strengthening Your Adult Sunday School Class (Lee McKtnzle) 
Strengthening Your Children’s Sunday School Class (Becky Pa or) 
Strengthening Your Youth Sunday School Glass (Myranda Eiswatth) 

Shut the Back Door: Keeping New Members (Presenter TBA) 

Care for the Leader (Liz Wyatt) 



! Arthur Frammer. Famous Travel Writer. Lists Educational Opportunities Tours as Best Passion Flay Bargain ! 

a Innsbruck • Salzburg • Brenner Pass to Italy 

£ • Abbey of Ettal • Wies Church • Castle of Linderhof 

» Neuschanwanstein Castle Option 

l Oberammergau Passion Play Option 

Full Color Four Page Brochures Available 

through the Conference Office or via www.eo.travehvithus.com 
(ask for brochure PPI0/25} 

or Contact: Rev. Don Cotrilll at 225-34{3-'f{346 ordccottrill@bellsouth.net 
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See So Much 
Unpack Oncei 
Enjoy a Week in a 
Picture Perfect 

A/p/ne V/ftagQ i 



































































JANUARY 15, 2010 


Louisiana 


7 


Scenes from the Congress on Evangelism held in New Orleans 



More than 630 United Methodists attended the Congress on Evangelism 2010 held Jan. 5-8 in New Orleans at the Roosevelt Hotel. Pictured clockwise, top left, is New Orleans 
District Superintendent Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley who spoke about the post-Katrina status of the district. Rev. Darryl Tate, not pictured, director of the Louisiana Disaster 
Response ministry, co-presented with Bethley by discussing the progress of disaster response in storm affected areas of the state. Bishop Minerva Carcano, Episcopal leader for 
the Desert Southwest Conference, addressed the audience during Wednesday night’s worship services on the topic of immigration reform. Participants were moved by the musical 
offerings of Bethany UMC’s choir, shown performing on stage at the conference. Bethany UMC is located in New Orleans. Below the choir, the worship and praise group 
Committed of Gretna United Methodist Church is pictured performing during Thursday evening’s worship and presentation by William Paul Young, author of The Shack. A colorful 
banner is paraded through the worship area during Thursday night’s service. 
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East Feliciana churches band together for a joint holiday concert 


“We are all one united church” said 
Rev. Kenneth M. Graham, pastor of First 
United Methodist Church of Clinton, La., 
to a crowd entertained by the Baton Rouge 
Messengers of Music. 

Holiday Concert 

The event was a holiday concert held at 
First UMC in Clinton and sponsored by a 
group of local churches in the East 
Feliciana area. The congregations and their 
pastors include Beech Grove, Rev. Inita 
Smith; First in Clinton and Clear Creek, 
Rev. Kenneth Graham; Moses Chapel, Rev. 
Glorious Wright; Mt. Zion and St. Paul, 
Rev. Willis Laws; and Jackson Chapel and 
Mt. Carmel, Rev. Clark L. Clark. 

Plan of activities 

Self-named the East Feliciana 
Federation of United Methodist Churches, 
the group began by brainstorming on ways 
to strengthen United Methodist churches in 
Clinton and surrounding areas. The church¬ 
es came up with a series of activities that 
show their solidarity and support for one 
another. 

Intentional prayer 

Intentional prayer for one another is part 
of their plan. “Every Sunday I pray for one 
of the churches in the Federation, and they 


pray for my church,” stated Rev. Laws. 

“The Sunday prayer lets our congregations 
know that these churches are united and 
connected, and that we should all be pray¬ 
ing for strength, unity and togetherness.” 

Rev. Clark coordinated the holiday con¬ 
cert, a joint effort for these East Feliciana 
churches. Under the leadership of Earl 
Taylor, the “messengers of music” treated 
the audience to a mixture of operatic and 
classical Christmas music. 

“I am so excited about what we are 
doing up here in Clinton,” stated Rev. 

Graham. 

The group is planning a number of 
community activities, including a Seven 
Last Words service to be held at one of the 
churches in Clinton. 

“This is only the beginning” said Rev. 

Laws. 

Pictured at the holiday concert held at 
First UMC in Clinton were, left to right, 

Revs. Kenneth M. Graham, Clark L. Clark, 

Glorious Wright, Inita Smith and Willis 
Laws. 

Members of the Baton Rouge 
Messengers of Music, standing behind the 
pastors posed after the performance Pictured at a holiday concert held at First UMC in Clinton and sponsored by United 

Methodist churches in the East Feliciana area were, left to right, Revs. Kenneth M. 
Graham, Clark L. Clark, Glorious Wright, Inita Smith and Willis Laws. 



Congress, from page 1 
and women. “God wants to relate with us 
where we are, not where we want to be. 
Religion says you have to be this, this and 
this; (to be worthy) you have to please 
God. Some of us are so broken, if it’s 
about pleasing God, we’re out. We’ll never 
make it,” said Young. 

God “feeds us, nourishes us, cherishes 
us” he emphasized. “He is a God who is 
involved in the details of our lives, (who 
is) relentlessly in love with you. (A God 
who has) promised to dwell in our shacks, 
to heal us from the inside out. (Who prac¬ 
tices) habitation, not just visitation. 

Those attending the Congress on 
Evangelismtook part in a series of work¬ 
shops focused on youth ministry, hospitali¬ 
ty, leadership development and transform¬ 
ing the local church. 

A series of articles sharing information 
from these workshops will appear in edi¬ 
tions of the Louisiana Now throughout the 
coming months. 


All clergy that wish to retire at the 
2010 session of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference must submit requests for 
retirement by Feb . 1, 2010. The letter 
of request must be sent to Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson, Episcopal 
leader; Dr. Ramonalynn Bethley, cabi¬ 
net secretary; Rev. Larry Miller, con¬ 
ference secretary; Rev. Darryl Tate, 
conference relationship chair of the 
Board of Ordained Ministry; Rev. John 
Edd Harper, registrar for the CBOM; 
and your current District 
Superintendent. 

According to paragraph 358 of the 
Book of Discipline, requests for retire¬ 
ment must be submitted and received 
120 days prior to the date on which 
retirement is to be effective. 
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La. UM Churches respond to disaster in Haiti 


In response to the devastating earth¬ 
quake in Haiti, local churches within the 
Louisiana Annual Conference are praying 
for victims and taking offerings for the 
Haiti Disaster Advance #418325. Those 
donating should make checks out to their 
local church or to “Louisiana Annual 


Conference” and mark the advance number 
in the memo line of their check. Donations 
can be turned in during offerings on 
Sunday mornings or mailed to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 

Donated funds are administered by The 


United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR), which is mobilizing resources 
and working with it’s partners to begin 
direct relief operations in Haiti. UMCOR 
has a four star rating from Charity 

See church response, page 7 


Hope for Haiti 



Volunteers hold up signs on Centenary College’s campus inviting passers by to donate funds to Haitian orphanages. A tent city 
was built on the campus to show solidarity with survivors in the earthquake ravaged country. 

Volunteers build tent city on Centenary’s campus in support of Haiti 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Built to show solidarity with the peo¬ 
ple of Haiti, a tent city now located on 
Centenary College’s campus in 
Shreveport, La. became a reality within 
only a few days. Volunteers assisting with 
the effort hope to raise awareness of the 
crisis in Haiti and to raise money for 
orphanages in the earthquake-ravaged 
country. 

“The brainstorming period was very 
short,” said Britney Winn, 22, who evac¬ 
uated on Jan. 15 from Haiti where she 


was serving at an orphanage sponsored 
by her church, First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. 

“We got home on Saturday, and on 
Sunday morning, I made the first call 
about the tent city idea to Rev. Betsey 
Eaves, Centenary’s chaplain. The next 
call I made was to my parents. And then I 
called my church,” explained Britney, 
who said that the idea of the tent city, 
known as Cite Lespwa (City of Hope), 
was embraced immediately by everyone 
she contacted. 


The idea for the initiative came during 
the trip that she and two other volunteers 
took as they evacuated Haiti, traveling 
from Les Cayes to Port-au-Prince, the 
epicenter of the 7.0 earthquake that struck 
the country on Jan. 12. “Seeing the tent 
cities and how many people were sleep¬ 
ing on the ground, the idea for the City of 
Hope just seemed like the right way to 
help. How many people in Port-au-Prince 
are sleeping outside tonight? Here in the 
tent city, we can sleep outside in solidari- 

See Cite Lespwa, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Saints ! 


I waited until after the NFC 
Championship game to begin this article. 
I simply had to know how the Saints 
fared before I could concentrate on any 
sort of message. 31-28 is indeed a beau¬ 
tiful score! I thought this morning’s wor¬ 
ship service was an omen for the out¬ 
come when the organist played “When 
the Saints Go Marching In” as the travel¬ 
ing music following the Children’s 
Sermon! Sure enough, they did go 
marching - or in this case, kicking - in! 
Congratulations Saints! 

We returned from the Louisiana 
Conference trip to Israel this past 
Thursday afternoon. It was a great time 
with a little more than 100 Louisiana pil¬ 
grims. That number included some 17 
Ordinands, many of whom had spouses 
accompanying them, who were making 
their first pilgrimage to this beautiful 
land. It was almost as meaningful to me 
just to hear the insights and reflections of 
this special group of people as we gath¬ 
ered in the evenings to talk about what 
they had experienced, as it was for me to 
experience for myself this land of our 
Lord once again. I don’t think the heart¬ 
touching joy will ever wear off! 

We were deeply saddened while there 
to leam of the earthquake in Haiti. What 
more can these impoverished people 
undergo? And then we learned of our 
missing colleagues who were there on an 
outreach mission from our General 
Board of Global Ministries when the 
quake struck. They were meeting in the 
Hotel Montana when it collapsed. Fifty- 
five hours later rescue squads reached 
Sam Dixon, head of the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, and 
Clint Rabb, whose responsibility was to 
direct volunteers to places of service 
across the world. Tragically, Sam Dixon 
had already succumbed to his injuries 
when he was found. Clint Rabb was 
alive and airlifted to the States where he 
later died of his extensive injuries. It is 
such a tragic and mysterious irony that 
those who were devoted to leading The 
United Methodist Church in their 
response to disasters around the world 
were killed as the result of the very thing 
they sought to alleviate. I know the saints 
in Heaven, alongside us, mourn their 
deaths 

While dealing with this distressing 
news on the world scene, we were seeing 
sacred places where our faith was bom 
and where our Lord walked and taught. 
We could hear his unfading words of 
compassion and care, calling us to give a 
cup of cold water in his name to those in 
need. What a powerful mixture of expe¬ 
riences. We remember the chaos and 
devastation of Katrina and we weep. 

The destmction is Haiti is immeasurably 
worse and now it is our time to respond 
with as many ways of caring as we can 


muster. Isn’t that the 
work of the saints? 

We also were 
learning more about 
the Israeli - 
Palestinian conflict. 
A trip to Bethlehem 
will paint this pic¬ 
ture with vivid 
color! Just having 
to negotiate the 
check point at the 
huge wall that separates Bethlehem from 
Jerusalem, complete with armed soldiers 
and the knowledge that behind that wall 
a people are enclosed in an “open air 
prison” called the West Bank is enough 
to break your heart in another way. It is 
a situation of which we know very little 
here in the United States, but one that 
has tragic overtones in that land we call 
“Holy.” 

Our guide for the Ordinands and their 
parishioners was a man by the name of 
Wisam, a Palestinian Christian. His sto¬ 
ries of abuse and humiliation were 
wrenching. Those of us on his bus were 
quite moved by his witness and probed 
his mind as much as possible to get a 
more correct picture of the situation as it 
exists. To hear him tell of his difficult 
daily life, and the decline of the Christian 
population in this land of Jesus’ birth, 
was disturbing to say the least. 

According to him, the Christian popula¬ 
tion is declining so rapidly that within 
the next 30 years there will be very few 
left in either Israel or the West Bank. It’s 
hard to imagine the “Holy Land” as a 
place where the landmarks of Jesus are 
no longer living stones with worshiping 
congregations, but simply museum 
pieces and places of interest to those who 
come from afar to see places of antiquity. 
We are working to have Wisam come to 
visit us here in Louisiana and to bring his 
story and the stories of his Christian sis¬ 
ters and brothers for us to hear and 
respond. I just wonder if those who suf¬ 
fer under this oppression and remain 
faithful to the Gospel are truly marked as 
saints? 

In the meantime, the Saints are 
marching to Miami. Wouldn’t it be fun 
to “be in that number!” I’ll just have to 
do that one by way of television. But I’ll 
be there to cheer them on to victory! 

And when I hear that rousing tune to 
which we sing, second line, and sway in 
the pew, I’m going to think a little broad¬ 
er about what it means to be a saint. A 
“Saint - capital ‘S’” and a “saint - small 
‘s’” are two different things after all! 

In Christ’s love, 

felt 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Alternative VBS: more than nine to noon 


The model was simple. Kids were out 
of school. Dads were at work. Moms were 
at home. Let’s get together and have a 
church-wide school! Kids can come and 
Moms can volunteer. 

That is a fair description of the 1950’s 
view of Vacation Bible School. And there 
may still be places where that is a working 
model, but those places are fewer and 
fewer. Chances are that while children may 
not be attending a traditional school setting 
during the summer, they are probably in 
some organized, supervised program dur¬ 
ing the day—primarily because the adults 
in their life are working. 

And with that in mind, many churches 
have abandoned traditional weekday VBS. 
Fear not, there is hope. 

Alternatives to traditional VBS are not 
new. I attended an alternative VBS when I 
was a child. My family had a friend that 
would host a home-based Vacation Bible 
School. Typically, these were in the after¬ 
noon, while the traditional schools were 
always in the morning. This family friend 
would set up a large tent in her yard, invit¬ 
ing a missionary couple that she knew and 
about 30 neighborhood children to come. 
We did all the typical VBS stuff in her 
front yard. If you are considering a differ¬ 
ent path, here are some other alternatives to 
traditional VBS: 

Night VBS. Although this has become 
so common it may not be alternative for 
many churches, consider hosting VBS in 
the evening. This is a way to engage chil¬ 
dren and adults who may not be able to 
participate because of daytime obligations. 


You can include a meal for those partici¬ 
pating, and could skip planning a snack 
time. And the use of daylight savings time 
means that, typically, most of your activi¬ 
ties will still take place in “daylight.” 

One or two days. Some churches host a 
one or two day VBS, typically these are 
daylong events, and can even take place 
over the course of a weekend, or a Friday 
evening and Saturday. The standard cur¬ 
riculum is used, but compressed into a 
shorter time frame. Churches will do two 
lessons in a single day. This requires about 
the same amount of planning and prepara¬ 
tion, but fewer volunteers over all. 

Summer Sunday school VBS. 

Consider using a VBS curriculum as your 
Summer Sunday school curriculum. Each 
week’s lesson could be extended over two 
Sundays. Children could lead the closing 
worship service at the end of the summer, 
sharing what they had learned. 

All summer long. Some publishers, 
aware that churches are looking for chil¬ 
dren’s programming for the entire summer, 
are preparing 10-week long curricula. 

These tend to follow a theme like tradition¬ 
al VBS, but provide activities for the entire 
summer. If your church has a summer care 
program for children, this may be a way to 
have it revolve around Christian teaching. 

Finally, just because your VBS is over 
doesn’t mean that it’s over for everyone. 
Why not take your VBS on the road? 
Ingleside UMC in Baton Rouge took their 
VBS to a public park last year to engage 
children that were unable to attend the one 
at the church. 
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Haitian Methodists and UMCOR size up needs following earthquake 



Signs requesting help are a common sight in earthquake-damaged areas in Port-au- 
Prince, Haiti. UMNS photo by Mike Dubose 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

As the day starts to become night, moth¬ 
ers tend to their crying babies by the pale 
blue light of cell phones. 

In the distance, someone is softly 
strumming a guitar. A young couple strolls 
away from the crowd, enjoying a few 
moments of peace. 

Since an earthquake hit Haiti Jan. 12, 
more than 500 families have found a new 
home on the grounds of College 
Methodiste de Freres, in the country’s capi¬ 
tal. 

For most, home is nothing more than a 
thin blanket spread on the concrete basket¬ 
ball court or on the hard ground under 
trees. 

But these are the fortunate ones. 
Thousands of others sleep in the open 
under much more dangerous conditions. 

“They feel safer here than on the streets 
or in public parks,” said Rosny Desroches, 
former vice president of the Methodist 
Church of Haiti. “Methodists don’t only 
care for Methodists; the church assists all 
people in need.” 

Pastors and lay leaders from the 
Methodist Church of Haiti met Jan. 21 with 
a team from the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief and United Methodist 
Communications to talk about the immedi¬ 
ate needs of people in Haiti. 

“We lost quite a few churches and 
schools that are important to the Methodist 


Church,” said the Rev. Gesner Paul, presi¬ 
dent of the Methodist Church of Haiti. 

“One of the best-known schools in the 
country we lost in one minute,” he said, 
referring to a 50-year-old Methodist school 
in Port-au-Prince. 

The most urgent needs are for food, 
water, shelter and medicine, Paul said. The 
church also needs to give emotional sup¬ 
port to hurting people who have lost entire 
families, he said. 

“Imagine losing your children and your 
wife or husband and you are the only one 
left,” he said. “Also there are a lot of chil¬ 
dren who lost their parents. How can you 
stand that?” 

Over the next few days, the Methodist 
Church in Haiti will try to gather informa¬ 
tion on how many churches and schools 
have been destroyed. The church also is 
searching for missing church members who 
may still be buried in the rubble of their 
homes. 

The quake killed as many as 200,000 
people and left some 1.5 million homeless, 
according to news reports. The Haitian 
government has announced that it will 
move about 400,000 displaced residents to 
new villages outside Port-au-Prince.Some 
needs, such as getting food, water and 
medicine, can be addressed quickly, said 
Melissa Crutchfield, UMCOR executive 
and team leader. She stressed that The 
United Methodist Church’s response will 
be a long-term one. 


“UMCOR is committed to staying for 
the duration,” she said. “We are going to 
build a solid foundation for the long term.” 

“Thank you for being here and learning 
of our plight,” Paul said. “Every Haitian 
person has lost a loved one or friend.” 

The families living on the church 
grounds weigh heavily on Desroches’ 
mind. So far, they have been lucky; no rain 
has come since Jan. 12. But the rain will 
come.” 

Donations to support UMCOR’s Haiti 


Relief efforts can be made to Haiti 
Emergency, UMCOR Advance #418325. 
Checks can be made to your local church 
or to “Louisiana Annual Conference” with 
“Advance #418325 Haiti Emergency” in 
the memo line. Checks can be put in the 
church’s offering plate or mailed to: 
Louisiana Annual Conference, 527 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. The entire 
amount of each gift will be used to help the 
people of Haiti. 


on the ground relief efforts for Haitian disaster victims 


UMCOR joins the 

BY LINDA BLOOM 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief and a host of other faith-based 
groups are on the ground in Haiti as they 
determine how to assist earthquake sur¬ 
vivors. 

With more than $2 million in donations 
received by Jan. 20, UMCOR already has 
provided emergency grants to the 
Methodist Church of Haiti and 
GlobalMedic, a Canadian relief agency, to 
address immediate needs. 

An assessment team led by UMCOR’s 


Melissa Crutchfield was gathering in the 
Dominican Republic Jan. 20 and preparing 
to enter Haiti. She is accompanied by five 
others with the relief agency, the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries and 
United Methodist Communications. 

Other United Methodist-supported 
organizations, including Church World 
Service, Action By Churches Together 
International and Stop Hunger Now, also 
are responding with aid. 

Paul Jeffrey, a United Methodist photo- 
journalist and missionary on assignment 
with ACT, watched a Mexican rescue team 


free Anna Zizi from the home of the parish 
priest at Port-au-Prince’s Roman Cathedral 
of Our Lady of the Assumption. 

“The rescuers were crying afterwards,” 
reported Jeffrey. It was a welcome opportu¬ 
nity to feel joy amid such devastation, he 
said. 

ACT has deployed a “rapid support 
team” to Haiti, which will work with mem¬ 
bers with offices already in Haiti. UMCOR 
is a pending member of the new ACT 
Alliance. 

Despite rescue efforts, few survivors 
were being pulled alive from the rubble a 
week after the earthquake struck. 

The Reuters news organization reported 
that 75,000 bodies were buried in mass 
graves and that Haitian officials say the toll 
could be between 100,000 and 200,000. An 
organization called Partners In Health said 
20,000 people are dying daily “who could 
be saved by surgery,” according to a Jan. 

20 story in The Wall Street Journal. 

UMCOR’s partnership with 
GlobalMedic will focus on the distribution 
of clean drinking water, says the Rev. Tom 
Hazelwood, an UMCOR executive. It also 
will provide medical attention to earth¬ 
quake survivors. 

GlobalMedic is deploying paramedics, 
water technicians and a doctor to assist the 
sick or injured, UMCOR reported. A water 
distribution hub will provide 65,000 people 
daily with clean drinking water 

Working through local nongovernmental 
organizations and the United Nations net¬ 
work in Haiti, GlobalMedic also will dis¬ 
tribute 110,000 sachets of PUR water puri¬ 
fiers, 5 million Aquatab water purification 


tablets and 110,000 oral rehydration 
sachets. 

The supplies are being shipped into the 
Dominican Republic, and then transported 
by ground into Haiti, Hazelwood said. 

One of the tasks for the UMCOR team 
in Haiti this week will be meeting with 
Gesner Paul, who leads the Methodist 
Church of Haiti, to assess how best to work 
with church members there. 

Mission volunteers from The United 
Methodist Church have been a strong pres¬ 
ence in Haiti for years, so another priority 
is organizing for future volunteer teams. 

“We know the (immediate) need is for 
medical volunteers,” Hazelwood said. 
“We’re looking at trying to centralize the 
volunteer process.” 

Bishop Joel Martinez, interim general 
secretary of the Board of Global Ministries, 
is advising volunteer teams not to set out 
for Haiti immediately. “The time for volun¬ 
teers will come, and their assistance will be 
crucial,” Martinez said. 

A planeload of 80,000 pounds of water, 
medicine and medical supplies organized 
by Stop Hunger Now is being distributed in 
Haiti, says the Rev. Ray Buchanan, the 
United Methodist pastor who is the food 
aid group’s founder and president. 

He also has talked to Mission of Hope, 
the partner group in Port-au-Prince that 
received most of those supplies, about a 
previous supply of pre-packaged meals. 
“They told us that since the earthquake, 
they’ve been feeding 50,000 a day using 
the meals we sent in December,” Buchanan 
added. 



A Mexican rescue team frees Anna Zizi from the home of the parish priest at 
Port-au-Prince’s Roman Cathedral of Our Lady of the Assumption on Jan. 19. 
Photo courtesy of Paul Jeffrey/ACT Alliance. 
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A banner promoting Cite Lespwa (The City of Hope) explains that volunteers constructed the tent city 
on Centenary College’s campus to raise funds and awareness for Haitian orphanages. The sign and 
city were located in front of the Gold Dome facing King’s Highway in Shreveport. One of the dozens of 
volunteers, left, receives a donation from a woman passing by the group on King’s Highway. Scenes 
below depict campers in the tent city, who slept overnight for a week. Volunteers stand on the sidewalk 
on King’s Highway holding signs asking for support for Haitian orphanages. A handmade sign, below, 
displays the name of the tent city, Cite Lespwa, which is City of Hope in Creole French. An exhausted 
Britney Winn catches a nap in the afternoon after working hard for several days to coordinate the con¬ 
struction of the tent city. Carrie Mercer, right, holds one of the signs as she waves to passers by. 

Mercer was heavily involved in the planning of the tent city. Nycki Sorensen and Britney Winn, who 
came up with the idea for the project, are pictured standing in front of some of the tents. Sorensen and 
Winn were serving on a mission to a Haitian orphanage when the earthquake struck several weeks ago. 
The orphanage is located 140 miles from Port-au-Prince, the epicenter of the first earthquake. A young 
donor places her gift in one of the containers used by the volunteers. Rev. Betsey Eaves, Centenary’s 
chaplain, looks on. Photos by Sarah Backstrom 
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Cite Lespwa, from page 1 

ty with them. We can raise awareness and 
funds for the recovery,” said Winn. 

Britney admits she is dealing with a 
mixture of emotions right now. “I’m proba¬ 
bly feeling a combination of gratitude and 
guilt; grateful to be home, guilty to have 
left Haiti. The tent city helps me deal with 
those feelings, helps me feel closer to them 
(the orphans).” 

The Les Cayes orphanage, located 140 
miles southwest of Port-au-Prince, suffered 
no damage during the initial event and sub¬ 
sequent aftershocks. “They felt the second 
earthquake on Wednesday, but everyone is 
fine at the moment,” said Winn. 

Nycki Sorensen, 37, a member of First 
UMC and one of the three members of the 
mission team, spent 16 days at the orphan¬ 
age in Les Cayes during July of 2009. 
“While we were there this past summer, 
our team was able to establish nutrition and 
medical care programs for the children in 
the orphanage. The January mission was 
supposed to be a quick trip to check on the 
progress of those projects, and my decision 
to go this time was a last minute thing,” 
said Sorensen. 


The elementary school teacher is pas¬ 
sionate about mission in Haiti, emphasizing 
that volunteers should work to provide the 
impoverished country’s children with 
“health, safety, love and education.” 

Sorensen is quick to point out that she is 
concerned about certain media stories that 
have presented Haitian people in a negative 
light. “On that long road trip from Les 
Cayes to the embassy at Port-au-Prince, we 
encountered many people along the way. 
Every single person tried to help, pointing 
us in the right direction. No one tried to 
harm us.” 

First UMC is a “village” partner with 
Global Orphan Project (GOP), whose rep¬ 
resentatives are currently onsite in Haiti 
building their nineteenth orphanage in Haiti 
to help meet the needs of children whose 
parents have died in the past weeks. The 
facility in Les Cayes is a project of GOP. 

Winn, who is employed by First UMC 
as the church’s Haitian ministry liaison, has 
made four missions to the country. 
“Working with the orphanage is part of the 
church’s Haiti initiative. Rev. Hu Debo, 
who was also on this last mission, serves as 
Global Missions pastor for First UMC,” 
she added. 


Carrie Mercer, a recent graduate of 
Centenary and college roommate of 
Britney, is one of dozens of volunteers who 
helped to organize the tent city. “We met 
Monday night, and in two hours, we brain¬ 
stormed and divided responsibilities. 
Volunteers worked constantly on Tuesday, 
contacting businesses and churches for 
assistance. Bands volunteered to play for 
mini-concerts that will draw attention to 
what we’re doing. On Wednesday, tents 
went up in the midst of tornado warnings,” 
said Mercer, who added that local televi¬ 
sion stations reporting the construction of 
the tent city kept them apprised of 
Wednesday’s weather predictions. “It’s 
been really cool to watch all this.” 

City of Hope organizers expect hun¬ 
dreds of volunteers this weekend, ranging 
from high school and college students that 
are out of class to individuals who are off 
work. “We’re planning a Monday evening 
candlelight worship service, and we’re 
praying for a big crowd,” said Mercer. 

United Methodist churches in the 
Shreveport area and Centenary College 
have rallied behind the efforts of this vol¬ 
unteer group consisting largely of young 
adults. “I have known a number of these 


young people for several years and I have 
always been impressed by their passion and 
willingness to respond to God’s call,” said 
Rev. Betsey Eaves with Centenary College, 

“The campus police have offered securi¬ 
ty by staying with us overnight. Others 
have helped us set up tents. Local restau¬ 
rants are providing food for the volunteers. 
People all over Louisiana are praying for 
the Haitians and for the tent city,” said 
Mercer. 

Throughout the day on Thursday, dona¬ 
tions came to the volunteers in every 
denomination. “We’ve received every kind 
of donation, from one man who emptied 
his car ashtray filled with coins to a woman 
who dropped off a check for $1,000. One 
person even stepped off the city bus that 
runs down King’s Highway to make a 
donation,” said Mercer, who has been 
“awed” by the desire of others to help 
those in need. “Watching the Body of 
Christ at work in Shreveport has made us a 
witness to the larger body, reaching across 
the world to our brothers and sisters in 
Haiti.” 
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United Methodist Women for Assembly and School of Christian Mission 


An urgent request from the UMW President 


UMW Conference 
President Edna B. 

Hickman, along with 
Bishop William W. 

Hutchinson’s urgings, is 
challenging all UMW 
Districts and Local 
units to make donations 
and offer service 
toward those affected 
by the crisis in Haiti. 

Per her comments 
and urgings to all Christian friends, 
President Hickman noted that “We have 
been called upon once again to show the 
LOVE OE CHRIST! What has happened 


in Haiti is beyond comprehension. But 
what we can comprehend is that we as 
Christians must do our part to assist those 
in crisis and in time of need. 

I am calling upon all Christians and 
especially United Methodist Women, indi¬ 
vidually and collectively, and all units and 
districts in Louisiana, to make special 
efforts to send whatever monetary dona¬ 
tions that you can.” 

“May God continue to bless us as we 
partner with Him to express the Love of 
Christ to the people of Haiti.” 

In his name, 

Edna B. Hickman, President 



Edna B. Hickman 


Calling All Artists! 

Each year a drawing depicting an interpretation of the School of Christian 
Mission Theme is selected as the winning logo and used as a cover of the pro¬ 
gram book for the various Regional Schools. In addition, it is recommended 
that each conference of that region use the winning drawing as its program 
book cover. 

This year’s theme is “Faith, Hope, Love in Action.” 

You are invited to submit your depiction of this theme. We certainly want 
representation from the Louisiana Conference as our own Dillard University 
campus will again be the host site for the West Gulf Regional School. If you 
know someone who may be interested in the contest, please contact them and 
encourage them to enter. 

Please submit two copies, one in color and one in black and white. Be sure 
to sign your entry and include your contact information as well as the name of 
your conference. Your signature will note your agreement with use of your 
entry in publications for and related to 2010 Schools of Mission. 

Please send your entry by Saturday, Feb. 20 to Dorothy F. Kimball, 
West Gulf Regional Team, SCM, 3140 Nature Dr., Marrero, LA 70072- 
5922. 

Entries may also be sent by e-mail to D122947@aol.com 

Theme Description: Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

As people of faith, we trust in the promise of Christ to bring light into the 
darkness and new life to brokenness and death. As people of hope, we cele¬ 
brate and share the good news of Jesus Christ. Together in the world we are 
partners in God s mission of healing and wholeness so that all might have 
abundant life. 

As people of God, we love because He first loved us. It is out of that love 
that we welcome all into community, mend what is broken; call for peace 
where there is war; unite what is divided; make just what is unjust and offer 
hope where there is despair. Faith, Hope, Love in Action: All Gods people in 
mission together in the world! 


2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


January 24 UMW Sunday 

*Please send pictures, programs, etc. of your UMW Sunday Celebration to your District 
Membership Coordinator soon! 


February 6 
February 26-28 
March 20 

April 30-May 2 


May 7 

June 26-29 
July 21 
July 22-26 


Executive Committee Meeting, Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

West Gulf Regional School Planning Team, New Orleans, La. 
Concurrent meetings of Finance,Nominations, Membership 
Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

18th Assembly of United Methodist Women, 

America’s Center in St. Louis, Missouri 
gbgm-umc.org/umw/ assembly 
Church Women United May Friendship Day 
Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge, La. 

West Gulf Regional School, Dillard University, New Orleans, La. 
Executive Committee Meeting (SCM), Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 
La. Conference SCM, Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 



United 

Methodist 

Women 

FAirn • i lorr • lovr in action 
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Assembly 

Mission Opportunity 


The Women 4 s Division extends an open invitation for United Methodist Women 
to put their crafting skills in motion creating prayer shawls and baby blankets for 
Assembly, April 30-May 2, 2010. The shawls and blankets will be on display in the 
Assembly Experience Hall and later distributed to mission institutions and persons in 
physical and J or spiritual need. 

Shawls and baby blankets can be made of fabric, knitted or crocheted . 
Recommended size for the prayer shawls are: triangles, 65 inches long and 32 inches 
center back; and rectangles, 19 x 69 inches or 14 x 70 inches. Recommended sizes 
for the baby blankets are: 30 x 30 inches, 32 x 32 inches, 36 x 36 inches or 38 x 38 
inches. 

It is suggested that the shawls and baby blankets be brought to your local church 
and have them blessed. Send the consecrated items by March 1 to: 

Linda C. Douglas 

Women’s Division/ General Board of Global Ministries 

475 Riverside Drive Room 1504 

New York, New York 10115 

For additional information go to www.ummission.org and click on the “Assembly 
2010” box or contact Linda Douglas at: ldouglas@gbgm-umc.org or (212) 870-3753. 

Gratefully, 

Kathleen Conrad 

Women’s Division Director 


Membership, Nurture, and Outlook Report Reminders 

Local and District MNO Coordinators should send “Membership Counts” reports 
for January and February of 2010. The reports should cover the yearly statistics for 
2009. 

Local Unit Membership Reports are due by January of 2010. If you have missed 
your date, it isn’t too late to send it to your District Coordinator. Be sure your report 
accounts for all the women of your local church. 

Local officers, please get your reports in as soon as possible so that your District 
MNO coordinators can get reports to me by Feb. 28. 

Please complete information from the Unit Membership Report and be sure to fol¬ 
low instructions 1, 2, and 3 at the bottom of the page. 

Your cooperation in this important effort is most appreciated. Please contact me 
regarding any assistance you may need. 

Ethel Lilly 

UMW Conference Membership, Nurture & Outreach 
Post Office Box 309 
Mansfield, LA 71053 
(318) 872- 0612 
eflilly@aol.com 


UMW Publication Information and News Deadlines 

*Please note that hill coverage of the UMW insert will be included in the Feb. 12 
edition of the Louisiana Now! We are doing a partial coverage in this January issue 
due to urgent coverage being given to the earthquake tragedy in Haiti. The most time 
sensitive information about Louisiana Conference UMW efforts are included in this 
issue. Thank you for your patience. 

This newsletter insert is published four times a year in the Louisiana Now! 
Upcoming due dates for articles/news are as follows: 

May newsletter Due March 26 

August newsletter Due July 9 

November newsletter Due October 9 

All UMW articles and news stories are welcome. Please send information to: 
Lana P. Lathan 
131 Ogden Drive 
Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5013 

*Please note the change of E-Mail address for sending information: 
lane. latham@yahoo. com 

E-Mail is the preferable mode of sending information as pictures sent for 
release/publication need to be sent by e-mail and must be in jpeg format. 
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Haitians help Louisiana volunteers evacuate the disaster stricken area 


BY JOHN GORDON 

Three members of First United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport, La., 
arrived Jan. 11 at the Big House orphanage 
in Les Cayes, Haiti, 140 miles from Port- 
au-Prince. One day later, a magnitude 7.0 
earthquake destroyed much of the island 
nation. 

The mission team and the 75 orphans 
escaped injury, and the only damage to the 
building was a crack in the wall. But the 
quake began four days of uncertainty as the 
Louisiana team sought a way back to the 
U.S. 

“The house 
started to shake 
and it kind of 
looked like 
JELL-O,” said 
Britney Winn, 

22, the church’s 
missionary to 
Haiti. “We 
were sitting on 
our beds, and 
we got up real Brjtn Wjnn 
quick because 
they were moving.” 

Winn, along with the Rev. Hu Debo and 
volunteer Nycki Sorensen, sought to reas¬ 
sure their families they were unharmed. 
Sorensen said the group soon realized parts 
of the island had suffered a “catastrophe 


beyond any imagination.” 

Sorenson sent a text message to her 
husband, Mark, minister to college students 
and young 
adults at First 
United 
Methodist 
Church. 

“Building 
shook, power 
out, but we are 
SAFE,” the 
message said. 

Cell phones 
quit working 
for a time after 
the initial 

quake. But the group was able to make 
occasional calls with a satellite phone to 
update anxious relatives on their progress. 

“My nerves were completely on edge,” 
Mark Sorensen recalled. “I couldn’t watch 
the news much.” 

The trio first tried to find a small plane 
in Les Cayes to fly to the Port-au-Prince 
airport, but it was overcrowded with relief 
flights. They also could not drive across the 
border to the Dominican Republic to catch 
a commercial flight because the border was 
closed to Haitians, and a native driver 
would not have been able to take them 
across. 

Three days after the earthquake, the 
group arranged for a driver to take them to 


Port-au-Prince. 

After waiting in line five hours to buy 
gas, the group began a four-and-a-half hour 
drive through roads sometimes blocked by 
rubble and makeshift camps and tents set 
up by survivors. 

“We saw the tents and hundreds and 
thousands of people on the streets and 
sleeping out on the streets,” Winn said. 
“Everything’s just leveled,” she added. “I 
remember seeing three huge concrete slabs 
just stacked on top of each other. And 
somebody said that used to be a three-story 
building.” 

Haitians helped them find the way to the 
U.S. Embassy where they received food 
and water and, within a few hours, a 
chance to return home. The three boarded a 
military cargo plane that took them to New 
Jersey. Then they took a bus to 
Philadelphia and flew home commercially. 

“Every time we came to a place that we 
couldn’t pass, people pointed with smiles 
to the right direction for us to get out,” said 
Sorensen. “That’s not what was expected. 
The heart and the kindness of the people to 
help us get to safety were amazing.” 

The Shreveport church has made a 
seven-year commitment to support the 75 
orphans living at the Big House. Church 
members are posting updated information 
and videos about the orphanage on 
YouTube. 

Soon after she arrived back home, Winn 


began organiz¬ 
ing a tent city 
encampment at 
Shreveport’s 
Centenary 
College in an 
effort to raise 
$1 million for 
Haitian 

orphans. Nycki 
Sorensen said 
her immediate 
concern is mak¬ 
ing sure chil¬ 
dren at the 
orphanage have 
enough food. 

The church 
also is planning 
to send a med¬ 
ical team to 
Haiti in 
February. 

Winn said 

anyone who Rev . Hu Debo 

viewed the dev¬ 
astation had to find some way to help. 

“You don’t have a choice.” 

“Em so thankful and so overjoyed to be 
home and so thankful for all the prayers 
that got me back home,” she said. “But 
then I think about the people who don’t 
have a home to go back to.” 




Nycki Sorensen 




Sunday morning Bible Classes at DeQuincy United Methodist church are shown 
assembling 100 health kits for earthquake survivors in Haiti. The kits were sent to 
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin. 


Church response, from page 1 

Navigator and is one of the only organiza¬ 
tions working in Haiti to have an A Plus 
rating from the American Institute of 
Philanthropy. One hundred percent of all 
gifts will support relief efforts in Haiti. 

For the latest updates on church 
response to the crisis visit the conference 
website at www.la-umc.org or 
www.umc.org 

As in past disasters, UMCOR will help 
the conference offer assistance to those in 
need through our Methodist connections in 
Haiti. An indefinite date in late March has 
been set by the Haitian government as the 


first possible date that volunteer teams may 
come to Haiti. Until that time, only entities 
such as military forces and representatives 
of the United Nations will be allowed into 
the country. This gives the government, 
assisted by international resources, the 
chance to form a temporary infrastructure 
to assess and plan disaster relief. 

United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
officers for the South Central Jurisdiction 
are planning response efforts to this crisis. 
Churches wishing to start hands-on 
response efforts are encouraged to assem¬ 
ble health kits to be sent to UMCOR Sager 
Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. 


Medical volunteers responding through 
National Disaster Medical Assistance 


It will be some weeks before national 
responders will allow volunteer teams 
for general medical or rebuilding efforts 
in Haiti. Plans are underway for our 
UMC response and LAVIM will be pre¬ 
pared to send teams as soon as the “go- 
ahead” is given. 

There is a need for medical teams 
now but only through the national agen¬ 
cies listed below. LAVIM encourages 
those medical professionals who want to 
respond immediately to contact these 
agencies. 

This may be an option for some of 
our LAVIM health care volunteers. Note 
web sites: www.hhs.gov and www.med- 
icalreservecorps.gov 

Please see note below regarding 
medical volunteer responding through 
National Disaster Medical Assistance. 
This may be an option for some of your 
health care volunteers. Note web sites: 
www.hhs.gov and www.medicalre- 
servecorps.gov 

The U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services is requesting physi¬ 
cians of specific specialties to deploy 
with the National Disaster Medical 
Assistance teams to Haiti. The need is 
for trauma surgeons, orthopedists, anes¬ 
thesiologists, and others with experience 
in treating crush injuries. Volunteers 
must be able to serve for at least two 
weeks, and be willing to live and work 
in spartan conditions. 


Preference will be given to physicians 
who are Creole or French speakers, and 
to those currently credentialed through 
the Medical Reserve Corps in their 
home state, or the ESAR-VHP program 
(Emergency Services Advanced 
Registration of Volunteer Health 
Personnel). 

These volunteers will need to be creden¬ 
tialed as temporary federal employees 
and will need to be able to provide cre- 
dentialing paperwork as soon as asked. 
Credentialing normally takes about a 
week. Volunteers with these clinical 
skills should contact Michala Koch at 
Michala.Koch@hhs.gov. Not everyone 
who wishes to help will necessarily be 
deployed, and those without the requi¬ 
site skills may not receive a direct 
response. 

For medical professionals wishing to 
help in this way in future relief efforts 
please take a few minutes to learn about 
the Medical Reserve Corps, identify 
your local unit, and register to become 
part of the corps. To do so, visit 
www.medicalreservecorps.gov 

This is the channel through which 
medical volunteers are deployed imme¬ 
diately following an event, and only 
those registered beforehand are likely to 
be deployed. 
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Survivor, James 

There were times, trapped beneath tons 
of concrete in the collapsed Hotel Montana, 
when the Rev. James Gulley thought help 
would never come. 

Gulley, the Rev. Sam Dixon and the 
Rev. Clinton Rabb always knew they were 
in the hands of God. 

When help did come 55 hours after a 
massive earthquake hit Haiti and reduced 
the hotel to a pile of crumbling concrete, 
Gulley was pulled to safety, but his friends 
both died of their injuries. 

“I have no answer about why I was 
given the gift of life and Sam and Clint 
were not,” Gulley said in an interview with 
United Methodist News Service. “I can’t 
answer that any better than Job could 
answer why some people suffer more than 
others. All I can do is continue to try to use 
that gift in God’s service in whatever way 
it is intended. I’m grateful to be alive, and I 
accept that gift.” 

The three men, working with the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, were in 
Port-au-Prince to meet with members of 
the Methodist Church of Haiti to talk about 
ways to improve and develop the country. 
They had scheduled a meeting with mem¬ 
bers of IMA World Health, including 
United Methodist Sarla Chand, at the Hotel 

La. Interchurch 
workshop set 

The Louisiana Interchurch Conference 
Task Force on Education and Formation 
will present an ecumenical workshop as an 
opportunity for the education and forma¬ 
tion of new ecumenists. The workshop will 
be held on Feb. 28 and March 1 at Messiah 
Lutheran Church in Monroe preceding the 
L.I.C. 40th Annual Assembly. 

A brochure is available on the LIC web¬ 
site at 

http://www.lainterchurch.org/Breaking_Do 

wn_Walls_Brochure-Current.htm 

Children’s Ministry Forum 
to be held Feb. 23-25 

Want to help grow your church’s min¬ 
istry with children? Want families to find 
a home at your church? Want to leam 
about growing children as faithful disciples 
of Jesus? Come to the Children’s Ministry 
Forum 2010 to be held in Raleigh, NC 
Feb. 23-2. Return with your cup overflow¬ 
ing with renewed energy, skills and knowl¬ 
edge. Check out this event at 
www. gbod. org/cmf 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


Gulley: UMCOR trio kept the faith in Haitian ruins 



Montana. 

“A driver from the Methodist Guest 
House dropped us off and when we walked 
in they were sitting in the lobby checking 
their e-mail.” 

The group gathered and were heading to 
the hotel’s restaurant when there was a 
rumble, Gulley said. “We had just passed 
the reception desk. I looked up and the 
hotel was shaking; in the third second, it 
fell on us.” 

The six humanitarian workers and two 
other men trapped inside elevators were 
suddenly confined to a small area. 

“The first thing I heard was Sam saying 


his legs 
were bro¬ 
ken. Then 
Clint said 
his legs 
were also 
broken. 

We called 
out to each 
other and 
the others 
said they 
were OK.” 
The 

group strug¬ 
gled to remain calm even though 
Dixon and Rabb were “suffering terribly,” 
Gulley said. They were afraid they might 
run out of oxygen but soon felt some cool 
air coming around the edges. 

“We tried to joke, to think of funny sto¬ 
ries, but we didn’t have too many. We 
talked about how ironic it was that we had 
come to Haiti to offer aid and now we were 
the recipients of relief aid.” 

After night fell on the first day, they 
knew no one was coming until morning. 
But when another day and night came with 
no help they began to feel despair, Gulley 
said. 


At one point he started singing “Peace 
Like A River” and the others joined in. 
When help came from French firemen, 
Gulley and the others started singing the 
doxology, “Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow.” 

“It was good for those of us who were 
not so badly hurt,” Gulley said. “But I 
think it was harder for those who were 
pinned because they had such high expec¬ 
tations after some of us were pulled out.” 
Gulley said it took the firemen four hours 
to get him out. 

“Sam was still alive, he was the last one 
whose fate we knew about,” Gulley said. 
Some reports said Dixon had been evacuat¬ 
ed and was alive. 

Dixon had removed his wallet from his 
back pocket in an effort to get more com¬ 
fortable, Gulley said. “I picked up his wal¬ 
let and put it in my pocket. I didn’t realize I 
was taking away his only identity.” 

Gulley and Dixon had worked together 
for many years. 

“My first trip abroad in 1999 was to 
Haiti with Sam,” Gulley said. Fighting 
through tears, he said, “We began in Haiti 
and that’s where we parted.” 
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Looking for a Safe Place 
For Your Retirement? 

If you are looking for secure fixed payments for 
your future and desire to make a tax deductible 
contribution, a charitable gift annuity can provide 
these benefits and more: 

• high fixed income 

• charitable deduction 

• possible tax-free income 

• support your church’s future 



Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.3% 

70 

5.7% 

75 

6.3% 

80 

7.1% 

85 

00 

0 s 

90+ 

9.5% 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


Secure your retirement income 
while securing the future of your church. 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 


www.umf.org 






























Louisiana Annual 
Conference 
June 6 - 9 
Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 
Theme 

“Whole World, 
Whole People” 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 


Discemers Academy 
March 12-14 
The Wesley Center 
Woodworth, La. 

For more information 
visit the home page of 
the conference website 
www.la-umc.org 
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Conference churches raise $164,244 for Haiti relief 


A total of $164,244 has been collected 
through local churches in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference in response to the dev¬ 
astating earthquake in Haiti. Those still 
wishing to donate should make checks out 


to their local church or to “Louisiana 
Annual Conference” and mark the advance 
number Haiti #418325 in the memo line of 
their check. Donations can be turned in 
during offerings on Sunday mornings or 


mailed to the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, 527 North Blvd., Baton 
Rouge, LA 70802. 

Donated funds are administered by The 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 



Health Kit Blitz 


Rev. Wybra Price, senior pastor of First UMC in Slidell, distributes communion to worshippers wearing the ‘black and gold’ of 
the New Orleans Saints. Behind Rev. Price are piled hundreds of health kits that will be sent for Haitian relief. 


Louisiana and Indiana churches 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

A United Methodist church in 
Louisiana and another in Indiana have 
found a way to harness the energy sur¬ 
rounding Super Bowl XLIV with a 
friendly challenge—Which church can 
assemble the largest number of health 
kits for Haiti? 

Although the New Orleans Saints 
won the historic game Feb. 7, the com¬ 
petition is not over for Roberts Park 
United Methodist Church in downtown 
Indianapolis and First UMC in Slidell, 
located just 10 miles from New Orleans 
across Lake Pontchartrain. 

“We thought this would be a creative 
way to increase the number of health 
kits generated by our church. We’re 
grateful that First UMC in Slidell was 
willing to play along with us,” said Rev. 
Howard Boles, pastor for Roberts Park 
UMC. 


The Louisiana congregation had 
already begun collecting items for health 
kits, but the challenge ramped up excite¬ 
ment for the project. “Kits have been 
pouring in and we expect many more 
before the challenge cut-off date of Feb. 
12,” said Rev. Wybra Price, senior pas¬ 
tor for First UMC, Slidell. 

The respective pastors are encourag¬ 
ing their congregations to do their best 
with donations because there are “serious 
consequences” for the church that falls in 
second place. “If Robert’s Park wins the 
challenge, then Wybra and I must wear 
Colts t-shirts and caps during worship on 
Feb. 14. If First Slidell wins, then their 
pastors must wear Saints items,” said 
Rev. Pattye Hewitt, associate pastor for 
the Louisiana church. 

Rev. Boles is no stranger to initiating 
these competitions. When the Colts 
played the Chicago Bears in the 2007 
Super Bowl, Roberts Park UMC chal- 


meet challenge 

lenged a Chicago area church with a 
food drive that followed the same guide¬ 
lines. “We collected a lot of food for 
distribution that year,” said Rev. Boles. 

Rev. Price pointed out that First 
UMC in Slidell is always “ready to 
help” during emergencies. 

“This church is great about respond¬ 
ing. After Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf 
Coast, we were recipients of health kits, 
too. Mission teams from throughout the 
country came to help us rebuild our 
church,” said Rev. Price, explaining that 
the church complex was flooded with 
five feet of water during the 2005 storm. 
“This is another opportunity to give 
back, to give to the people of Haiti.” 

Rev. Boles remembers a time that a 
mission team from Roberts Park UMC 
served at the UMCOR Sager Brown 
Depot in Baldwin, La. “We actually 

See Challenge, page 4 
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Churches that paid 100 


Congratulations to the Louisiana Conference churches 
that paid 98.4 percent of all Conference apportionments in 
2009! That is a remarkable achievement in a year when 
we are all trying to recover from recessionary times. 
Thanks to all the churches that paid 100 percent! 


Acadiana 

Abbeville 
Franklin, Asbury 
Lafayette, Asbury 
Bayou Blue 
Briggs 
Calvary 

Clanton Chapel 
Donaldsonville First 
Donaldsonville, St. Peter 
Berwick, First 

Rosedale-New Roads, First 

New Roads, First 

Thibodaux, First 

Flounna, First 

Fitzgerald 

Franklin, First 

Grand River 

Green Chapel 

Hartzell 

Flurst Chapel 

Jeanerette, McGowen 

Jeanerette, St Paul 

Krotz Springs 

Lafayette, Covenant 

Lafayette, First 

Lottie, Wiley 

Lottie, Wilson Memorial 

Louisiana Memorial 

Lutcher Chapel 

Lutcher 

Lydia 

Magnolia 

Mallalieu Immanuel 

Maringouin, Shiloh 

Mason 

Melville 

Memorial 

Morgan City, Pharr Chapel 

Verdunville, Mt. Zion 

Baldwin, Mt. Zion 

Mt. Vernon 

Palmetto 

Patterson 

Pecan Island 

Plaquemine, First 

Rosedale 

Scott Chapel 

New Iberia, St. James 

Waxia, St. Paul 

St. Martinville-Mallalieu, St. 

Belle Rose, St. James 

Plaquemine, St. Luke 

Opelousas, St. Mark 

Maringouin, St. Peter 

Trinity 

Vacherie 

Wesley 

Woodlawn 


John L. Vining 
Darrel W. Briggs 
Troy Edward Boyd 
Calvin Jeffrey Duke 
Junius Egby 
Robert E. Johnson 
Cyril A. (Kirby) Verret 
Barbara J. Beaumont 
Gaynell R. Simon 
Mary Amanda Carpenter 
Jeremy S. Jones 
Scott T. Bullock 
Donald Lamar Wilkinson 
R. Don Ross 
Charles Edward Hill 
Susan C. Pugh 
Earline T. Guidry 
Laurence Edward Hall 
Ulysse Stephens 
Thomas A. Wesley 
Erin J. Oliver 
Darrel W. Briggs 
Ted Fine 

Chris A. Blanchard 
Jan C. Holloway 
Laurence Edward Hall 
Ted Fine 

Pamela Fitch Roy 
Elva Jacobs 
Barbara J. Beaumont 
Robert W. Cormier 
Robert E. Johnson 
Marguerite Jenkins 
Emmett C. Collins 
Elaine C. Smith 
Kenneth B. Chapman 
Calvin Jeffrey Duke 
Lamar C. Oliver 
Charles Edward Hill 
Barry A. Whittington 
Joseph Holland 
Kenneth B. Chapman 
Aaron J. Carpenter 
John L. Vining 
Stephen C. Fleming 
Jeremy S. Jones 
Inita L. Smith 
Junius Egby 
Marvette J. Thomas 
Peter 

Eugene James Anthony Hebert 

Elva Jacobs 

Thomas A. Wesley 

Clifton C. Conrad 

Emmett C. Collins 

Barry A. Whittington 

Gwendolyn A. Streams 

Albert Holland 

Albert Holland 


Alexandria 

Alexandria, First 

Alexandria, St. Marks 

Asbury 

Atlanta 

Bayou Chicot 

Belah 

Bethel 

Beulah 

Booneville Memorial 
Boyce, First 
Bunkie, Trinity 
Campti, St. Paul 
Cheneyville, St. Paul 
Cheneyville 
Colfax 
Couley 

David Haas Memorial 


Barry Hoekstra 
Ossie D. Clark 
James A. Graham 
Kenneth Wallace Holt 
Ross C. Ford 
Lyndle R. Bullard 
Richard C. Bushnell 
Ray R. Spiller 
James E. Ray 
Eddie Carpenter 
Connie Thomas 
Hurvey Sweazie 
Mary Louise Jones 
Ross C. Ford 
Jason H. Sheppard 
Thomas G. May 
Joe A. Hoover 


Eden 

Effie, Oak Grove 

Emmanuel 

Evergreen 

Fellowship 

Ferriday 

Glenmora 

Horseshoe Drive 

Jena, Nolley Memorial 

Jonesville 

Lahey Chapel 

Lecompte 

Liberty Chapel 

Many 

Marksville 

Montgomery 

Montgomery, Mt. Zion 

Mt. Zion 

Natchitoches, First 

Newman 

Oak Grove 

Oakdale 

Olla 

Palestine 
Pine Prairie 
Pineville, First 
Pleasant Grove 
Pollock 

Sanders Chapel 
Simmesport 
Melder, St. Marks 
Strange 
Trinity 

Trout, Justiss Memorial 

Union 

Urania 

Vidalia 

Weaver 

White's Chapel 

Wilton 

Winnfield, First 

Baton Rouge 

Amite 

Andrew Chapel 

Asbury 

Baker, First 

Baton Rouge, First 

Beech grove 

Bethel 

Blackwater 

Bluff creek 

Broadmoor 

Camphor Memorial 

Carpenters Chapel 

Center 

Clear Creek 

Clinton 

Concord 

Cooper's Chapel 

Corbin 

Darlington 

Day's 

Deerford 

Denham Springs, First 

Ethel 

Faithful 

Francis Asbury 

Friendship 

Gonzales 

Greensburg 

Hammond, First 

Hope Community 

Huff Chapel 

Hughes Memorial 

Independence 

Ingleside 

Jackson Chapel 

Jackson 

James Chapel 

Jefferson 

Jordan 

Kentwood 

Lee's Landing 

Live Oak-Watson 

Livingston 


percent of apportionments 


Paul Curtis Carroll 
Antonio E. Ranero 
James A. Graham 
Gary L. Van Horn 
Robert E. Guth 
Ray L. Varnado 
W. Mark Strickland 
Tracy L. Mackenzie 
Lyndle R. Bullard 
Leon L. Zordan 
David Nugent 
Ross C. Ford 
Eddie Carpenter 
C. Frances J. Hooton 
Antonio E. Rranero 
Kenneth Wallace Holt 
Kenneth Wallace Holt 
Hurvey Sweazie 
Donald R. Avery 
Joseph D. Awotwi 
John R. Foster 
W. Mark Strickland 
Paul Curtis Carroll 
Gene M. Faurie 
W. Mark Strickland 
Ricky L. Willis 
Katherine S. Morris 
Eddie Carpenter 
Thomas G. May 
Antonio E. Ranero 
Hurvey Sweazie 
John Q. Doe 
Robert E. Guth 
Paul Curtis Carroll 
Connie Thomas 
Paul Curtis Carroll 
Ray L. Varnado 
RayR. Spiller 
Joe A. Hoover 
Jason W. Jacob 
Mark J. Goins 


Loranger 
Magnolia 
Mangum Chapel 
Meadows Chapel 
Montpelier 
Moses Chapel 
Mt. Hermon 
Mt. Carmel 
Ethel, Mt. Zion 
Neely 

Nesom Memorial 

New Hope 

New River 

Pine Grove 

Pine Ridge 

Ponchatoula, First 

Robert's 

Scott 

Slaughter 

Springfield, First 

Baton Rouge, St. Andrews 

St. Francisville 

Convent, St. James 

Springfield, St. James 

Baton Rouge, St. Johns 

Baton Rouge, St. Landry 

Greenwell Springs, St. Luke 

Baton Rouge, St. Lukes 

Baton Rouge, St. Mark 

Baton Rouge, St. Paul 

Clinton, St. Paul 

Clinton, St. Peter 

Tangipahoa 

Tunica 

University 

Walker 

Greensburg, Wesley Chapel 
Ponchatoula, Wesley Chapel 
Baton Rouge, Wesley 
Wilson, Wesley 
Zachary, First 


John G. Deschner 
Lewis M. Morris 
Tim A. Gilmore 
John Krause 
Donald Ray Young 
Glorious Morgan Wright 
Percy Mac Frazier 
Clark L. Clark 
Willis Laws 
Arnold V. Brown 
Ernest Rand Guy 
Jesse L. Means 
Richard L. Miller 
Jimmie S. Parker 
Kevin Smith 
Kenneth R. Bowman 
Deborah B. Williams 
Willie Laws 
Betty Ann McCarver 
Emile E. Tosso 
Larry Dean O'dell 
Daniel P. Gleason 
Gaynell R. Simon 
Reid G. Day 
Timothy E. Lawson 
Constance R. Saizon 
Marguerite Jordan Rheams 
Freddie C. Henderson 
Derrick D. Hills 
Freddie C. Henderson 
Willis Laws 
Clark L. Clark 
Kevin Smith 
Michael Clark 
Van A. Stinson 
Addison Jeffrey Hilliard 
LaMarylis Smith Cotten 
Mark A. Lubbock 
E. Andrew Goff 
Gregory McClay 
Gregory Raymond Davis 


Brady S. Whitton 
Isaac L. Hammond 
Gregory McClay 
Earnest Eugene Rives 
Christopher H. Andrews 
Inita L. Smith 
Earnest Eugene Rives 
William A. Moon 
Betty Ann McCarver 
Fred B. Wideman 
Darlene Anita Moore 
L. John Locascio 
Larry D. Robertson 
Kenneth M. Graham 
Kenneth M. Graham 
Jesse L. Means 
John G. Deschner 
Donald Ray Young 
Paul W. Carter 
Larry D. Robertson 
Jimmie S. Parker 
Robert L. Deich 
Rhonda E. Feurtado 
Richard L. Miller 
William Odell Simmons 
Lewis M. Morris 
Gary Don Willis 
Lamarylis Smith Cotten 
Joseph M. Donakey 
H. Louis Jones 
Milton E. Bourque 
Constance R. Saizon 
Reid G. Day 
David L. Bricker 
Clark L. Clark 
Rhonda E. Feurtado 
Mark A. Lubbock 
Hulen C. Warren 
Davis W. Clark 
Percy Mac Frazier 
Mark A. Lubbock 
Mark Edward Crosby 
Stephen A. Hebert 


Lake Charles 

Basile 

Branch 

Cameron-Wakefield 
Church Point 
Crowley, First 
Crowley, Wesley 


Steven Bellard 
Charles L. Floyd 
James Bryant Moore 
Lawrence Wayne Howington 
Elaine Melissa Burleigh 
Lawrence Wayne Howington 
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Dequincy 

Gerald R. Crise 

Little Creek 

W. Wayne Ray 

Thirkield 

Louis A. Smith 

Deridder, Wesley 

James C. Skinner 

Locust Grove 

William H. McLain 

Thomas 

Erica R. Jenkins 

Ebenezer 

Charles L. Floyd 

Mangham 

Marshall A. Sevier 

Varnado 

Lawrence K. Benson 

Elizabeth 

Mary Ann Carlson 

Marion 

William Edward Smith 

Waldheim 

Christopher S. Fryou 

Elton 

Steven Bellard 

Mcguire 

Michael T. Head 

Wesley Ray 

Terrence S. August 

Eunice 

Truman P. Stagg 

Monroe, Memorial 

Rollie S. Emerson 

Williams Ross 

Dale E. Branch 

Fairview 

Richard A. Baggett 

Memorial 

Danny D. Baskin 

Shreveport 


DeRidder, First 

Michael D. Mclaurin 

Mer Rouge 

Samuel P. Emanuel 


Leesville, First 

Henry M. Hamilton 

Mount Zion 

Wanda S. Cosentino 

Arcadia, First 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

Florien Prospect 

Raymond H. Leidig 

Mt. Nebo 

Isaac Brown 

Arizona 

Willard Wray Moore 

Grand Chenier 

James Bryant Moore 

Mt. Olive 

Robert A. Bradford 

Athens 

Ross W. Genger 

Gueydan 

Douglas E. Milliron 

Mt. Sinai 

Isaac Brown 

Barksdale 

Paul C. Carroll 

Hackberry 

Peggy B. Foreman 

New Hope 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

Bayou Scie 

Richard C. Hooton 

Hayes 

Charles W. Crews 

Newellton Union 

John Henry Wilkins 

Benton 

T. Lynn Malone 

Henning Memorial 

Timothy J. Neustifter 

Oak Grove 

William H. McLain 

Bethany 

Clinton P. Lowell, Sr. 

Holly Grove 

David Stewart 

Oak Ridge 

Judith D. Bazer 

Bienville 

Jack Sutton 

Hopewell 

Mary Ann Carlson 

Pioneer 

Lynn Merrill 

Bonchest 

Oscar E. Player 

Hornbeck 

Raymond H. Leidig 

Quitman 

Letty L. Strawbridge 

Bossier City, Asbury 

W. Scott Adams 

Indian Bayou 

George Larry Maxwell 

Rayville 

John Robert Black 

Bossier City, Fellowship 

David R. Melville 

lota 

Truman P. Stagg 

Reily Memorial 

Mark B. Benge 

Bossier, First 

David B. Dietzel 

Iowa 

David R. Dewitt 

Reveille 

Marcelle F. Crow 

Brushwood 

John H. Lavo 

Jennings 

Ted D. Freeland 

Ruston, Trinity 

Jerry G. Hilbun 

Castor 

Stephanie T. Kidd 

Kaplan 

George Larry Maxwell 

Salem 

Danny D. Baskin 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe 

Kinder 

Truman P. Stagg 

Sicily Island 

Andrew L. Hitchcock 

Colquitt 

Willard Wray Moore 

Lake Arthur 

Douglas E. Milliron 

St. Andrew's 

Judith D. Bazer 

Cotton Valley 

Bryan S. Dauphin 

Lake Charles, First 

Richard H. Humphries 

Monroe, St. James 

Thelma J. Stevenson 

Cousahtta, Wesley Chapel 

Jonathan S. King 

Macedonia 

Dianne Allen Jones 

St. Joseph 

Raymon L. Owens 

Coushatta 

Jonathan S. King 

Mallalieu 

John H. Whaley 

Monroe, St. Mark's 

Lysbeth B. Cockrell 

Cross roads 

Jeff Jones 

Maplewood 

Nancy E. Wofford 

Monroe, St. Paul's 

J. Roddy Taylor 

Doyline 

William G. Sewell 

Merryville 

James C. Skinner 

St. Peter 

Sonia D. Gee 

Ellerbe Road 

H. Elizabeth Love Tu'uta 

Moss Bluff 

Joshua D. Milliron 

Summerfield 

Johnie W. Adkins 

Evergreen 


Oak Park 

Shawn Thomas Hornsby 

Tallullah 

John R. Kavanaugh 

Gibsland 

Dorothy J. Smith 

Oberlin 

Steven Bellard 

Union 

W. Wayne Ray 

Gilliam 

Emile A. Rousseau 

Pine Grove 

Mary Ann Carlson 

Ruston, Wesley Chapel 

Dalton R. Shovan 

Grace Community 

Robert A. Weber 

Raymond 

Lisa E. L. Turnbull 

Wisner 

Frances 1. Guy 

Grand Cane 

Ken Norton 

Rayne Centenary 

Charles L. Floyd 

Woodlawn 

Newton M. Horn 

Greenwood 

Clinton P. Lowell, Sr. 

Roanoke 

Lisa E. L. Turnbull 

New Orleans 


Hall Summit 

Jeff Jones 

Squyres 

Juan Carlos Huertas 


Haskin Chapel 

Katina Yvette Lane 

St. Luke-Simpson 

Karl S. Klaus 

Aldersgate 

Marie Palmer Williams 

Haughton 

Thomas E. Dungan 

Sweetlake 

James Bryant Moore 

Algiers 

Rebecca D. Conner 

Haynesville 

David J. Sheehan 

University 

Charles Robert Langford 

Asbury 

Andrew J. Douglas 

Heflin 

Carol D. Heard 

Vinton Welsh Memorial 

Kathy C. Fitzhugh 

Aurora 

Simon Chigumira 

Homer, First 

Roy Bryan Moore 

Warren 

Anice N. Moses 

Bethany 

Hadley R. Edwards 

Hosston 

Emile A. Rousseau 

Welsh First 

Charles W. Crews 

Boynton 

Kermit Curtis Roberson 

Ida 

Kendall R. Docter 

Wesley 

Peggy B. Foreman 

Brooks Shaw Temple 

Eunice Chigumira 

Lakeview 

Leon A. Boggs 

Westlake 

Elizabeth M. Northe 

Buras, Trinity 

David C. Carlton 

Lisbon 

Terry Clovis Willis 

Monroe 


Bush 

Karl D. Wood 

Logansport 

S. Kemper Smith 


Centenary 

Steven J. Porter 

Logansport, Bethel 

S. Kemper Smith 

Ansley 

Dalton Edward Rushing 

Cornerstone 

James F. Haynes 

Longstreet 

S. Kemper Smith 

Antioch Eros 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

Covenant 

Monica Gayle Monk 

Mangum Memorial 

Steven W. Caraway 

Antioch 

Steven Joe Koskie 

El mesias 

Samuel Calvo 

Mansfield, First 

Ken Norton 

Bartholomew 

Brett Pickering 

Elizabeth Sullivan 

Alan D. Einsel 

Mansfield, Pleasant Valley 

Oscar E. Player 

Beech Grove 

Johnie W. Adkins 

Kenner, First 

Steven W. Bush 

Mansfield, Wesley 

Anna Morris Jackson 

Beekman 

Brett Pickering 

New Orleans, First 

Shawn M. Anglim 

Mcdonald 

Linda B. Gatlin 

Bernice 

Johnie W. Adkins 

Fisher 

Steven J. Porter 

Minden, First 

John Allison Cannon 

Beulah 

Lisa Thomisee Mayo 

Fitzgerald 

William V. Turner 

Minden, Pleasant Valley 

James W. Kennedy 

Boeuf Prairie 

Rex Stephen Barker 

Golden Meadow united 

James Wendell Reid 

Mooringsport 

Michael G. Miller 

Centerpoint 

Dalton Edward Rushing 

Grand Isle 

James Wendell Reid 

Logansport, Mt. Zion 

Linda B. Gatlin 

Chatham 

Lala B. Cooper 

Harry's Chapel 

Louis A. Smith 

Mt. Mariah 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 

Choudrant 

Reginald D. Colvin 

Slidell, Hartzell Mt. Zion 

Ernest E. Scott 

New light 

Oscar E. Player 

Claiborne 

William F. Foster 

New Orleans, Hartzell 

Elenora M. Cushenberry 

Noel 

Flint E. Shea 

Clay 

John E. Finch 

Haven Trinity 

Charles E. Washington 

North Highlands 

Jean Mack Foreman 

Crew Lake 

Marshall A. Sevier 

Hayes Chapel 

Bruce L. Brown, Sr. 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler 

Crowville 

Christan L. Thomas 

Lacombe 

William V. Turner 

Oak Grove 

Dorothy J. Smith 

Dodson 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

Laharpe Thompson 

William L. Jones 

Oil City 

Michael G. Miller 

Douglas 

M. Roily Walker 

Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle 

Pelican 

Carl Munyon 

Downsville 

Gloria L. Youngblood 

Laplace, First 

Regina B. Hickman 

Pilgrim Rest 

Samuel L. Bradley 

Dubach 

Donald William Lanier 

Live Oak 

Terrence S. August 

Pine Grove 

Jerry G. Brannen 

Epps 

Lynn Merrill 

Luling 

Wayne Grey Taylor 

Plain Dealing 

Sandra R. Defatta 

Eros 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

Mary's Chapel 

Terrence S. August 

Pleasant Hill 

Carl Munyon 

Faith 

James W. Barrett 

Metairie J 

on M. Lord 

Ringgold 

John Edwin Dilworth 

Farmerville 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

New Orleans, Mount Zion 

Lawrence P. Gaines 

Rosa 

Samuel L. Neal 

Columbia, First 

M. Stuart Sherman 

Munholland 

Malcolm Eugene Finnell 

Round Grove 

Donny R. Nedd 

West Monroe, First 

Jon E. Tellifero 

Newell 

Nolan M. Robinson 

Shady Grove 

Joe D. Connelly 

Winnsboro, First 

John G. Hankins 

Parker Memorial 

William E. Thiele 

Shiloh 

R. Dean Register 

Monroe, First 

R. Larry Stafford 

Pearl River 

Benjamin N. Mcgehee 

Shongaloo 

David J. Sheehan 

Bastrop, First 

Mark B. Benge 

Peoples 

Eunice Chigumira 

Shreveport, First 

R. Pat Day 

Gilbert 

Frances 1. Guy 

Philips Memorial 

Elenora M. Cushenberry 

Shreveport, Broadmoor 

Kenneth Wayne Irby 

Grace 

A. Wayne Evans 

Rayne memorial 

Carol S. Winn 

Shreveport, Lakeview 

M. Theresa McConnell 

Grayson 

Christmas Carol Wilbur 

Slidell, First 

Wybra Joseph Price 

Shreveport, St. James 

Cheri Lee Godwin 

Harmony Chapel 

Donald William Lanier 

Destrehan, St. Charles 

Juliet P. Spencer 

Shreveport, St. Paul 

Beverly Hubbard Connelly 

Harrisonburg 

Andrew L. Hitchcock 

Hahnville, St. James 

Marva L. Mitchell 

Sibley 

Milton K. Geltz 

Hebert 

M. Stuart Sherman 

New Orleans, St. Luke's 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

Springhill 

Walter L Parker 

Hodge 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

New Orleans, St. Mark's 

Anita C. Dinwiddie 

St Luke's 

Terry A Love 

Holly Ridge 

William G. Waller 

New Orleans, St. Matthew 

Andrew J. Douglas 

Summer grove 

Mark A. Bray 

Jonesboro 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

Metairie, St. Matthew's 

Jeffery D. Conner 

Vivian 

Ellen B Montegudo 

Kilbourne 

William H. McLain 

Harahan, St. Paul's 

Sharon D. Zehner 

Walker's Chapel 

John A Butler 

Lake Providence 

Owen H. Peyton 

St. Timothy-on-the-North Shore 

Wesley Chapel 

Roy Bryan Moore 

Lawson Chapel 

Sonia D. Gee 


James W. Mitchell 

Whitehall 

Bryan S Dauphin 

Lea Joyner Memorial 

Weldon C. Bares 

Sun 

Paul M. Corse 

Zwolle 

Richard C Hooton 
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‘ABC’ 

churches-Above and Beyond Congregations 

Since Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit Louisiana in 

Baton Rouge 


Mt. Olive 

Robert A. Bradford 

2005, many churches are now giving more than 100 per- 


Beekman 

Brett Pickering 

cent of their apportionments to help make up for the 

Jefferson 

Hulen C. Warren 

Jonesboro 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

churches that can’tpay 100 percent. Starting this year we 

St. Johns 

Timothy E. Lawson 

New Orleans 

recognize these churches as the “ABC” group (Above 

St. Luke 

Marguerite Jordan 


and Beyond Congregations. 

Rheams 


Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle 



Kentwood 

Percy Mac Frazier 

Covenant 

Monica Gayle Monk 

Acadia na 


Walker 

Addison Jeffrey Hilliard 

Algiers 

Rebecca D. Conner 


Moses 

Glorious Morgan Wright 

Wesley Ray 

Terrence S. August 

New Iberia, First 

Scott T. Bullock 

Ethel 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

Peoples 

Eunice Chigumira 

Franklin, First 

Susan C. Pugh 



Winan 

Bruce L. Brown, Sr. 

Thibodaux, First 

Donald Lamar Wilkinson 

Lake Charles 


Hartzell 

Elenora M. Cushenberry 

Green Chapel 

Laurence Edward Hall 


Golden Meadow 

James Wendell Reid 

Houma, First 

R. Don Ross 

Vinton Welsh Memorial 

Kathy C. Fitzhugh 



Lafayette, Covenant Chris A. Blanchard 

Lottie, Wiley Laurence Edward Hall 

Warren 

Jennings 

Anice N. Moses 

Ted D. Freeland 

Shreveport 

Walter L. Parker 

Moraan Citv.Pharr Chapel 

St. Luke-Simpson 

Karl S. Klaus 

Springhill 


Lamar C. Oliver 

University 

Charles Robert Langford 

Bossier City, Fellowship 



Henning Memorial 

Timothy J. Neustifter 


David R. Melville 

Alexandria 


Grand Chenier 

James Bryant Moore 

Benton 

Minden 

T. Lynn Malone 

John Allison Cannon 

Montgomery, Mt. Zion Kenneth Wallace Holt 

Monroe 


Shreveport 

R. Pat Day 

Cheneyville 

Ross C. Ford 


Haskin Chapel 

Katina Yvette Lane 

Glenmora 

W. Mark Strickland 

Little Creek 

W. Wayne Ray 

Homer, First 

Roy Bryan Moore 

Trout, Justiss Memorial Paul Curtis Carroll 

Grayson 

Christmas Carol Wilbur 

Mansfield, First 

Ken Norton 

Jonesville 

Leon L. Zordan 

Reveille 

Marcelle F. Crow 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler 

Olla 

Paul Curtis Carroll 

Marion 

William Edward Smith 

Vivian 

Ellen B. Montegudo 

Simmesport 

Antonio E. Ranero 

Grace 

A. Wayne Evans 

Mooringsport 

Michael G. Miller 


Monroe, First 

R. Larry Stafford 

Haughton 

Thomas E. Dungan 



St. Paul's 

J. Roddy Taylor 


Churches that paid 100 percent plus special offerings 


The following is a list ofpastors and churches which in Hughes 

addition to paying 100 percent of their 2009 apportion- Lee's Landing 

ments, paid something in each of the Special Offerings and Meadow's Chapel 

Advanced Special Offerings. Moses chapel 

Congratulations to all of these Louisiana Conference Slaughter 


congregations. 


St. Landry 

Acadiana 


Lake Charles 

Alexandria, St. Marks 
Lafayette, Covenant 
Lafayette, First 

Lutcher 

St Paul 

Wilton 

Ossie D. Clark 

Chris A. Blanchard 

Jan C. Holloway 

Barbara J. Beaumont 
Marvette J. Thomas 

Jason W. Jacob 

Dequincy 

DeRidder, First 
Hackberry 

Henning Memorial 
Lake Charles, First 
Mallalieu 

Alexandria 


Monroe 

Emmanuel 

Pollock 

Baton Rouge 

As bury 

Baton Rouge First 
Beech Grove 

Bluff Creek 

Broadmoor 

Darlington 

Day's 

Ethel 

James A. Graham 

Eddie Carpenter 

Gregory McClay 
Christopher H. Andrews 
Inita L. Smith 

Betty Ann McCarver 

Fred B. Wideman 

Paul W. Carter 

Larry D. Robertson 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

Crowville 

Farmerville 

Grace 

Hodge 

Jonesboro 

Quitman 

Ruston, Trinity 
Wisner 

New Orleans 

Aldersgate 

Bethany 


Constance R. Saizon 

Bush 

Karl D. Wood 

Mark A. Lubbock 

Cornerstone 

James F. Haynes 

John Krause 

Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 

Glorious Morgan Wright 


Alan D. Einsel 

Betty Ann McCarver 

Munholland 

Malcolm Eugene Finnell 

Constance R. Saizon 

Rayne Memorial 

Carol S. Winn 


Thomas 

Erica R. Jenkins 

Gerald R. Crise 

Shreveport 


Michael D. McLaurin 

Barksdale 

Paul C. Carroll 

Peggy B. Foreman 

Bayou Scie 

Richard C. Hooton 

Timothy J. Neustifter 

Benton 

T. Lynn Malone 

Richard H. Humphries 

Brushwood 

John H. Lavo 

John H. Whaley 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe 


Cousahtta, Wesley Chapel 



Jonathan S. King 

Christan L. Thomas 

Kibbie E. Hatfield 

A. Wayne Evans 

Coushatta 

Ellerbe Road 

Jonathan S. King 

H. Elizabeth Love Tu'uta 

Grace Community 

Hall Summit 

Robert A. Weber 

Jeff Jones 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

Bill E. Strawbridge 

Letty L. Strawbridge 

Jerry G. Hilbun 

Frances L. Guy 

Logansport, Bethel 

Mt. Mariah 

Oak Grove 

Plain Dealing 

Pleasant Hill 

S. Kemper Smith 

Jayne Trammell-Kelly 
Dorothy J. Smith 

Sandra R. Defatta 

Carl Munyon 


Rosa 

Samuel L. Neal 


Round Grove 

Donny R. Nedd 

Marie Palmer Williams 

Shreveport, First 

R. Pat Day 

Hadley R. Edwards 

Shreveport, Lakeview 

M. Theresa McConnell 


Challenge, from page 1 
packed some of the health kits and got to 
see the facility from which these kits are 
sent all over the world to help those in 
need.” 

The Indianapolis pastor explained that 
his children were with him on that mission. 
“They were probably around 10 or 8 years 
old. I remember that shortly after we got 


back home, a national disaster was being 
covered on the news. My son said, ‘Look, 
Dad. That’s where our health kits are 
going!”’ 

“I was happy that he was able to make 
that connection. The work through 
UMCOR is a powerful and important min¬ 
istry,” added Rev. Boles. 

Both congregations were invited to wear 
their respective team colors during worship 


services on Feb. 7. “My wife Judy even 
made special stoles for Pattye and me to 
wear. They were gold with black fleur de 
lis designs on them,” said Rev. Price. 

The South Louisiana pastor talked about 
the excitement surrounding the Super Bowl 
in a city that only five years ago was dev¬ 
astated. “It’s all over the local media. 
People are saying that the success of the 
Saints has brought a renewed sense of hope 


to this area.” 

Referencing the collection efforts of the 
two United Methodist churches, Rev. Price 
added, “The joy surrounding the game is 
serving as an instrument to help us help 
those in need. The challenge is not about a 
football game, it’s about people living on 
the streets. It’s about our brothers and sis¬ 
ters in Haiti.” 
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UMW Sunday: A nationwide celebration event 


PRESIDENT’S 
MESSAGE 

CELEBRATIONS 

As we continue to 
celebrate United 
Methodist Women’s 
Sunday across the 
country and world¬ 
wide, we in Louisiana 
have chosen the theme: 

“Celebrating Faith, 

Love, Hope and Joy.” How appropriate 
this theme and how similar it is to our 
Assembly theme of “Faith, Hope, Love in 
Action.” 

As we reflect on our theme and cele¬ 
brate FAITH, we think of Abraham who is 
known as the “Father of Faith”. For those 
of us who strive to walk by faith, Abraham 
is a portrait of inspiration. Just as 
Abraham’s strength of FAITH sustained 
him, so did the faith of eight women, who 
on a stormy night in Boston in 1869, held a 
meeting and started the groundwork our 
organization. God has given every one of 
us a measure of Faith. 

It has been 140 years since that stormy 
night in Boston when those eight women 

Ring the Bells for a 

From the UMW Vice-president 

Ring out the Old Year and Ring in the 
NEW! (I love bells). And what a year we 
have had in 2009. For me, it was getting 
used to a new way of serving after my 
election to Conference Vice President. 

Also, it was my first opportunity to attend 
Regional School of Missions as Assistant 
Dean of our Conference School of 
Mission. 

“2009” had many outstanding events. 

In February, we “Listened with New Ears” 
as Rev. Janet Wolf led our Spiritual 
Retreat. In June, the West Gulf Regional 
School of Missions was hosted right here 
in Louisiana by Dillard University. In July 
we attended School of Christian Mission 
and through a variety of competent leaders, 
learned of the needs of others with two 
new studies: “Food and Faith” and “The 
People of Sudan”. The response to the 
needs of our Mission Agencies was once 
again outstanding. 

In September, the New Orleans District 
hosted our Conference Annual Meeting. 
Women’s Division Director, Cheryl Trent 
was our speaker. Our theme was “Faith, 
Love, Hope and Joy” and for the first time, 
we combined the Annual Meeting with our 
District Elected Leaders Training (DELT) 
for a one day meeting. We also voted to 
move the 2010 Annual Meeting and DELT 
from September to October 1-2. Special 
recognition was given to Doretha Brown, 
our native missionary serving in Africa, 
celebrating her 50 year anniversary of her 
start as a missionary. We also extended 
congratulations to G. J. (Jerry) Bridges 
upon his retirement as Director of one of 
our UMW agencies, the UMC MacDonell 
Children’s Services. 

Under the leadership of our Social 
Action Coordinator and Conference 


gathered to organize the Women’s Foreign 
Missionary Society, a predecessor of 
today’s United Methodist Women. Our 
organization has understood the work of 
faith and the labor of love through our 
commitment to addressing the needs of 
women, children and youth. 

As we celebrate LOVE, let us remem¬ 
ber that it is the defining characteristic of 
who GOD is. When the Bible describes 
God in one sentence, it states “God is 
love.” “For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son that whoso¬ 
ever believeth in Him shall not perish but 
have everlasting life.” John 3:16 

Some might ask why should we cele¬ 
brate HOPE? We celebrate Hope because 
without hope, life loses it meaning. The 
righteous that trust or put their hope in God 
will be helped. Along with FAITH and 
LOVE, HOPE is an enduring virtue of the 
Christian life. Hope produces JOY and 
peace in believers through the power of the 
spirit. Hope is what sustains us. No matter 
what we are going through, we are people 
who have hope in Jesus Christ. 

As we celebrate United Methodist 
Women’s Sunday, let us not forget what we 
have been called to do. Our challenge for 

new year in UMW 

President, our entire membership waged a 
letter writing campaign to legislators for 
the plight of Admission Requirements 
denying Equal Access in Louisiana Charter 
Schools. Also, in response to a mandate 
from Women’s Division, our Membership, 
Nurture & Outreach Coordinator and our 
President encouraged us in a “Membership 
Counts” campaign. Our Districts have 
made major efforts to begin the process of 
making visits to each and every one of our 
local units over the next two years. 

This was the year that we all became 
aware of the need to be computer savvy. 
Thanks to the work of our 
Communications Coordinator Lana Lathan, 
Webmaster Tim Hebert and 
Communications Director Betty 
Backstrom, we have a newly updated web¬ 
site for our use. Now a variety of specific 
UMW information is at our fingertips and 
mouse. 

Not all our efforts were rewarding how¬ 
ever. Our book sales were down as well as 
total reading certificates awarded. Even 
though we sang the song about having 
“Mission Giving” down in our hearts, we 
experienced a shortfall for our pledges. Our 
pledge to missions for 2010 is $213,000 
with a budget of $85,807.50. 

We must set realistic budget goals and 
follow them using our guidelines and 
bylaws. Our Conference, District, and 
Local treasurers are all working to give us 
a better sense of where the money goes and 
how it works in our organization. We know 
it is hard to ask to give more in these eco¬ 
nomic times. Hopefully, with the forming 
of new units, additional membership and 
the generosity and support of our wonder¬ 
ful UM Women who see the needs and are 
willing to meet those needs, we can meet 
our goals. 

See Vice-president, page i 


2010 is to continue to live up to our pur¬ 
pose, which is to be an advocate for the 
oppressed and dispossessed with special 
attention to the needs of women and chil¬ 
dren. 

Considering what has happened in Haiti, 
we as United Methodist Women have been 
called once again to show the LOVE OF 
CHRIST in each one of us. LOVE is an 
action word, so we have been called to take 
action wherever we find the need. Because 
of the need, our Social Action project this 
year is to donate to the people of Haiti, 
who have lost so much. 

Therefore, I am calling upon every 
United Methodist Women’s unit at every 
church in Louisiana to make a financial 
contribution to Haiti, through their United 
Methodist Women’s District Treasurer. She 
will then send it to the Conference 
Treasurer. I am calling upon all seven 
UMW districts to make a monetary contri¬ 
bution through the LA Conference 
Treasurer, Laurie Seeger, who will then 
make a complete report to us at Annual 
Meeting in October. Please note that we 
are also requesting you to give through 
your local church, as our Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson has urged all of us to 


do.. .and please, please, Let us all pray and 
pray without ceasing for the people of 
Haiti! 

We will also give to our Mission 
Agencies at our 2010 School of Christian 
Mission and our Annual Meeting. As 
United Methodist Women, we are called to 
work together to address the needs of 
women, children and youth, as we rise to 
loose the bonds of injustice, free the 
oppressed, feed the hungry, welcome the 
homeless, and care for the poor that all 
might know the abundant life that Christ 
intended. 

As we look to the future, we invite ALL 
women to join us including teen women, 
college women, young women, older 
women, women of all races and languages 
and women from all walks of life as we 
move toward the finish line that brings jus¬ 
tice, hope and freedom as whole persons in 
Jesus Christ for all women, children and 
youth. 

Let us celebrate “FAITH, LOVE, HOPE 
and JOY as United Methodist Women all 
year long. 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President, 

Louisiana Conference UMW 


The call for help in earthquake ravaged Haiti 


The office of Bishop William 
Hutchinson, Episcopal leader of the 
Louisiana Conference, has requested that 
all local pastors within the be urged to 
take offerings for Haiti Disaster Advance 
# 418325. In making donations, please 
mark the advance number in the memo 
line of your check. As in past disasters, 
UMCOR will help the conference offer 
assistance to those in need through our 
Methodist connections in Haiti. 

United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission officers for the South Central 
Jurisdiction are planning response efforts 
to this crisis. Bishop Hutchinson noted 
that local churches wishing to start hands- 
on response efforts are encouraged to 
assemble health kits to be sent to 
UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, 
La. Updated information will be posted 
as it is available. 

UMW Conference President Edna 


B.Hickman along with the Bishop’s urg- 
ings, is challening all UMW Districts and 
Local units to make donations and contri¬ 
butions of a monetary and service nature 
toward this significant cause. Per her 
comments and urgings to all Christian 
friends, President Hickman noted that 
“We have been called upon once again to 
show the LOVE OF CHRIST! What has 
happened in Haiti is beyond comprehen¬ 
sion. But what we can comprehend is 
that we as Christians must do our part to 
assist those in crisis and in time of need. I 
am calling upon all Christians and espe¬ 
cially United Methodist Women, individ¬ 
ually and collectively, and all units and 
districts in Louisiana, to make special 
effort to send whatever monetary dona¬ 
tion that you can. 

May God continue to bless us as we 
partner with Him to express the Love of 
Christ to the people of Haiti.” 


ASSEMBLY 2010 REGISTRATION AND TRAVEL REMINDERS 

The time for Assembly is drawing closer and I know several of you have already reg¬ 
istered. If you have not, it is not too late. In an effort to be prepared and organized, 

I am making some special requests of all who plan to attend the Assembly 2010. 
Please do the following: 

—►Contact your District President and let her know that you will be attending, 
where you plan to stay and your mode of travel. 

—►If you plan to fly, I will need to know this in particular because I have been told 
there will be vouchers available in a month or so, that will entitle you to use the shut¬ 
tle from the airport for $25 round trip. If I have your name, it will expedite my getting 
this information to you. 

—►If you are not able to reach your District President, you can call me at (318) 
326-5921 (home) or (318) 286-2686 (cell phone). You can also contact me by e-mail 
at gjmccalman@centurytel.net 

Thank you for your attention to these requests! 

Jeanette McCalman, 

Louisiana Liason for UMW Assembly 2010 



Edna Brown 
Hickman 
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Bus transportation: available 

We are pleased and fortunate to again 
be able to offer chartered bus service to St. 
Louis for Assembly 2010! Arrangements 
have been made by the Louisiana 
Conference UMW. The cost is $300 round 
trip and the 33 passenger bus is fully 
equipped for comfort and efficiency with 
satellite TV dish; bathroom; built in ice 
chest; extra hand rails to make getting on 
and off easier and more safe; cordless 
microphone system; DVD player; and 
extra thick seats for more comfort. 

Departure will be from the Alexandria area. 

Four Seasons Tours is the company pro- 


for travel to Assembly 2010 

viding the service and our communications 
with the company and trip manager offer 
the assurance that a safe and comfortable 
ride awaits us. 

We are so glad that this service is again 
available as a travel option for our confer¬ 
ence with a reasonable price and shorter 
travel time. Ride along and enjoy the 
friendship, fellowship, and fun as we travel 
to Assembly 2010. For additional informa¬ 
tion, please contact Edna B. Hickman at 
phone number (225) 774-7259 or by e- 
mail: ednabrownhickman@yahoo.com 

“Get On Board!” 




Get your collars for Assembly 2010 


Plans are underway and we’re excited 
about Assembly 2010. As a conference, we 
want to have some uniform attire to let 
everyone know we are members of the 
great Louisiana Conference UMW! 

Specially designed collars will be worn 
as our conference attire and will be made 
for members attending. If you would like 
to place an order for a collar, mail a check 
payable to “La. Conference UMW” in the 


amount of $ 18 (total for 
collar and postage) to 
Tillie Shows, 210 
Kimberly Drive, 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
as soon as possible. 

March 15 is the 
deadline for accepting 
orders. 



Reports from the La. UMW Conference officers 


Treasurer’s Report 

Happy New Year! Can you believe we 
are in the year 2010? Well, many of us start 
every New Year with goals and resolutions. 
The UMW organization does this also. The 
goal concerning our treasury is for each 
individual to increase her Pledge to 
Mission by $1.00. Pledge to Mission is the 
undesignated part of the money we send to 
mission. This money is what the Women’s 
Division and the Louisiana Conference 
budgets are based on. Our budget for 2010 
is 32% of all money collected from Pledge 
to Mission. So, for every $100 pledged 
Louisiana Conference will use $32 of that 
money for our needs. Our budget for 2010 
is included in this issue of LA NOW. 

Let us look at how awesome and fruitful 
your dollars were this year: 

Louisiana Organizations Dollars 
given by Louisiana UMWs 
Dulac Community $4371 

Sager Brown $1134.75 


for the New Year 

UMCOR $2264.75 

North Rampart Community Center 
$2550 

MacDonnell Home $6042.50 

Louisiana Methodist Homes $550 

Wesley Foundation McNeese $600 

Grace Camp $250 

Estelle Dameron Scholarship (SCM) 
$880 

Doretha Brown Youth Scholarship 
(SCM) $360 

These are the local Louisiana organiza¬ 
tions we supported this past year. The 
Louisiana Conference gave to many other 
world and national organizations, also. 

Ladies keep up your focus on Him and 
all things are possible! 

With ongoing ‘Thanks’ for your atten¬ 
tion and continued support of the work of 
United Methodist Women. 

Laurie Seeger 

Treasurer, Louisiana Conference UMW 


Membership, Nuture, and 
Outreach report reminders 


Local and District MNO Coordinators 
should send “Membership Counts” 
reports for January and February of 2010. 
The reports should cover the yearly statis¬ 
tics for 2009. 

Local Unit Membership Reports were 
due by January of 2010. If you have 
missed that date, it isn’t too late to send it 
to your District Coordinator. Be sure your 
report accounts for all the women of your 
local church. 

Local officers, please get your reports 
in as soon as possible so that your 
District MNO coordinators can get 
reports to me by Feb. 28. 


Please complete information from the 
Unit Membership Report and be sure to 
follow instructions 1, 2, and 3 at the bot¬ 
tom of the page. 

Your cooperation in this important 
effort is most appreciated. Please contact 
me regarding any assistance you may 
need. 

Ethel Lilly 

UMW Conference Membership, 
Nurture & Outreach 
Post Office Box 309 
Mansfield, LA 71053 
(318) 872- 0612 
eflilly@aol.com 


Calling all artists 

Each year a drawing depicting an interpretation of the 
School of Christian Mission theme is selected as the winning 
entry and used as the program cover 
for the various Regional Schools. 

In addition, it is recommended that each conference of that 
region use the winning drawing as its program book cover. 

This year’s theme is ‘Faith, Hope, Love in Action.” 

You are invited to submit your depiction of this theme. 

We certainly want representation from the Louisiana 
Conference as our own Dillard University campus will again be 
the host site for the 2010 West Gulf Regional School. If you 
know someone who may be interested in the contest, please 

contact them and 
encourage them to enter. 

Please submit two copies, one in color and one in black and white. 
Be sure to sign your entry and include your contact information as 
well as the name of your conference. Your signature will note your 
agreement with use of your entry in publications for and related to 
2010 Schools of Mission. 

Please send your entry by Saturday, Feb. 20 to: 

Dorothy F. Kimball 
West Gulf Regional TeamSCM 
3140 Nature Dr. 

Marrero, LA 70072-5922. 

Entries may also be sent by e-mail to D122947@aol.com 

Theme Description: Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

As people of faith, we trust in the promise of Christ to bring light into 
the darkness and new life to brokenness and death. As people of 
hope, we celebrate and share the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Together in the world we are partners in God’s mission of healing 
and wholeness so that all might have abundant life. 

As people of God, we love because He first loved us. It is out of 
that love that we welcome all into community, mend what is broken; 
call for peace where there is war; unite what is divided; make just 
what is unjust and offer hope where there is despair. Faith, Hope, 
Love in Action: All God’s people in mission together in the world! 






















FEBRUARY 12, 2010 


Louisiana Conference 


Special UMW Section 


7 


m: 


Assembly Mission 
Opportunity 

The Women ‘s Division extends an open invitation for United Methodist Women to 
put their crafting skills in motion creating prayer shawls and baby blankets for 
Assembly, April 30-May 2, 2010. The shawls and blankets will be on display in the 
Assembly Experience Hall and later distributed to mission institutions and persons in 

physical and/ or spiritual need. 

Shawls and baby blankets can be made of fabric, knitted or crocheted . 
Recommended size for the prayer shawls are: triangles, 65 inches long and 32 inch¬ 
es center back; and rectangles, 19 x 69 inches or 14 x 70 inches. Recommended 
sizes for the baby blankets are: 30 x 30 inches, 32 x 32 inches, 36 x 36 inches or 38 

x 38 inches. 

It is suggested that the shawls and baby blankets be brought to your local church 

and have them blessed. 

Send the consecrated items by March 1 to: 

Linda C. Douglas 

Women’s Division/ General Board of Global Ministries 
475 Riverside Drive Room 1504 
New York, New York 10115 

For additional information go to www.ummission.org and click on the “Assembly 
2010” box or contact Linda Douglas at: ldouglas@gbgm-umc.org or (212) 870-3753. 

Gratefully, 

Kathleen Conrad 
Women’s Division Director 


Hodge UMW complete mission study 


The United Methodist Women of Hodge 
UMC recently completed a study of the 
American Indian entitled Giving Our 
Hearts Away: Native American Surviva”. 
This study was one of those recommended 
by the Women’s Division of The General 
Board of Global Ministries and was the 
School of Mission General Issues study 
for 2008-2009. 

Displays of many Indian artifacts were 
exhibited and analyzed. Among these was 
a 1,400 year old bowl recovered and 
unearthed in the early 1990’s by one of the 
Hodge UMW members, Gerri Hathaway 
Gaines, and her family. The historical piece 
was discovered on their family estate. 
Archaeologists from the University of 
Louisiana in Monroe restored the partial 
pieces. It was determined to be of the 
Troyville Coles Creek pottery culture 
which once occupied a wide area of 
Jackson Parish and other sections of 
Louisiana. 



At this session, Hodge UMW was host 
to the UMW groups at Wesley Chapel, 
Quitman and Jonesboro UMCs, all in the 
Monroe District. Approximately 20 ladies 
participated in the study which was led by 
Juanita Busbice of Hodge United 
Methodist Church. 


Vice-president, from page 5 

As for the New Year of 2010,1 hope 
you are registered and have made your 
plans to attend Assembly 2010 and to cele¬ 
brate the theme “Faith -Hope -Love in 
Action”, April 30-May 2. There is a 
Mission Work Day on April 29.1 will be 
going and look forward to seeing you 
there! Also, the West Gulf Regional School 
of Mission will be held again on the 
Dillard University campus on June 26-29, 
2010 . 

One last thing... I know you will all 
wish to join me in extending heartfelt sym¬ 
pathy to the families due to the death of 
Earl Cobb, husband of Pat Cobb who 
served as President of the South Central 
Jurisdiction Core Planning Group, and 


Bernard Brown, brother of Edna Hickman, 
Conference President. Prayer is also 
requested for the family of Shirley 
Ledbetter, Shreveport District UMW 
President for the loss of her brother, Darrel 
Keithley. 

Celebrations of UMW Sunday will be 
done at various times but the fourth 
Sunday in January was the officially recog¬ 
nized date. I served as speaker at the 
Gonzales UMC on January 24. I hope you 
all have a wonderful and rewarding day of 
celebration and membership growth. 

Wishing you, one and all, a new year 
blessed by God’s Love, Hope and Joy. 

Respectfully submitted 

Judy Willis 

Conference Vice President 


Church Women United-Baton Rouge 
2010 celebrations announced 

The schedule for the four 2010 Celebrations for Church Women United is as fol¬ 
lows. An invitation is extended to ALL! 

World Day of Prayer Friday, March 5, 2010. 

“Let Everything That Has Breath Praise God,” Blackwater United Methodist Church, 
10000 Blackwater Road, Baker, Rev. William A. Moon, host pastor. 

May Friendship Day and Fellowship of the Least Coin service, Friday, May 7, 2010. 
“Living The Vision, ” Wesley United Methodist Church, 544 Government Street, 

Baton Rouge, Rev. E. Andrew F. Goff, host pastor. 

Human Rights Day, Friday, August 6, 2010. 

"Living the Challenge - Differently Enabled,Uniquely Called," Francis Asbury United 
Methodist Church, 15447 Old Hammond Highway, Baton Rouge, Rev. W. Odell 
Simmons, host pastor. 

World Community Day, Friday, November 5, 2010. 

"Building The Beloved 

Community," Hughes United Methodist Church, 802 North 38th Street, Baton Rouge, 
Rev. Constance “Connie” R. Saizon host pastor. 

Please be mindful of these activities and dates and continue to keep CWU and its 
work in your prayers. 


TIDBITS OF INTEREST FOR UMW 

For the latest official information regarding disaster recovery efforts in Haiti, visit the 
Louisiana Conference web site at www.la-umc.org 

Computer surfers—Check out the exciting new South Central Jurisdiction Website 
at http://www.gbgm-umc.org/scjurisdictionumw The site features information on and 
promotion of the 2012 UMW Quadrennial Meeting slated for June 22-24 in Abilene, 
Tex. The theme of the event will be “Women Responding to God’s Love and Grace.” 
Our own Staphenae Carey from the Louisiana Conference is a member of the 
Committee on Nominations-Jurisdiction Leadership Team (JLT). 

The 2010 program focus for “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” is entitled ‘Property 
Makes Mission Possible.” The focus scripture is Isaiah 58:12. The 2010 special 
offering will focus on and provide for capital expenditures at UMW supported nation¬ 
al and international mission institutions. The first Call to Prayer and Self Denial offer¬ 
ing was in 1911 and went to the Brevard Institute in Brevard, N.C. and the Girls’ 
Boarding School, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. The special service is found on page 58 of 
the 2010 Program Book, “Let’s Get Together,” is designed to be created/written by 
the UMW members presenting the program. 

Our own Harriette T. Elrod, former Conference UMW President, is now residing in 
South Carolina close to family. Her new address is 204 Carregeen Drive, 

Williamston , S.C. 29697. Her new phone number is (864) 840-9000. She would 
love to hear from anyone here! (info courtesy of Sandy Decelle, Monroe District) 

Edna Hickman served as guest writer for ‘Prom the Pew” in the Jan. 15 edition of 
the Louisiana Now! This series is features the programs sponsored by the Board of 
Laity. The January column featured the Louisiana Conference United Methodist 
Women and some of the unique work being done in our conference. 

As a result of sharing these stories with the editor of the mission magazine, 
Response, and with the staff of Women’s Division, some of the stories were request¬ 
ed as features for Response and the UMW News publications. 

The 2010 West Gulf Regional School of Mission will again be held on the campus of 
Dillard University in New Orleans, La. The dates of the school are June 26-29. 
Regional Schools provide preparation and training as well as leadership develop¬ 
ment for conference Schools of Mission. 

The Monroe District presented their District Woman in Mission Award during their 
District Annual Meeting. The 2009 recipient is Bonnie McDaniel of the Tallulah 
UMW. Bonnie is spoken of highly and noted to well deserving of this prestigious 
award. Congratulations! 

FYI: United Methodist Women across the country celebrate United Methodist 
Women’s Sunday. The traditional or officially scheduled date is the fourth Sunday in 
January but it can be celebrated anytime before or after that traditional date. This 
special day is focused on building membership of UMW. 

REMINDER: As your units and districts celebrate UMW Sunday 2010, please 
remember to share your celebrations in pictures, displays, etc. and to submit your 
reports to your District Membership officers AS SOON AS POSSIBLE! 

A heartfelt welcome and thanks to two newly elected UMW District Presidents: 

Gloria E. Lester (Baton Rouge District) 

Floyce Meyer (Monroe District) 
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UMW Publication 
Information and 
News Deadlines 

This newsletter insert is published 
four times a year in the Louisiana 
Now! Upcoming due dates for arti¬ 
cles/news are as follows: 

May newsletter March 26 

August newsletter July 9 

November newsletter October 9 

All UMW articles and news stories are 
welcome. Please send information to: 
Lana P. Lathan 
131 Ogden Drive 
Baton Rouge 
LA 70806-5013 

*Please note the change of E-Mail 
address for sending information: 
la na. latha n@ya hoo. com 
E-Mail is the preferable mode of 
sending information as pictures sent 
for release/publication need to be sent 
by e-mail and must be in jpeg format. 


Prayers, concerns, 
condolences are 
extended to: 

Edna Brown Hickman, president of 
Louisiana Conference UMW in the loss of 
her brother, Bernard Brown 

Pat Cobb, former president of the South 
Central Jurisdiction of United Methodist 
Women in the loss of her husband, Earl 
Cobb 

Shirley Ledbetter, president of Shreveport 
District UMW, in the loss of her brother, 
Darrel Keithley 

Jane Ellett, Monroe District, regarding the 
loss of her mother, Madeline Teer 

Barbara Ferguson, Social Action 
Coordinator for Louisiana Conference 
UMW, who is recovering from a fall and 
resulting injuries. 

Our prayers are with you. 

God will certainly continue to comfort all 
of you with His healing power, His pres¬ 
ence, and through the precious memories 
of your loved ones. 

Please continue to pray for our Methodist 
Missionaries and all missionaries world¬ 
wide and their families. We thank God for 
you! 

Please remember with special inclusions 
and petitions those with injuries and loss 
of life as a result of the tragic earthquake 
in the Haiti. 

We thank God for you! 
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Receive Income for Life ! 


A LIFETIME INCOME - 

A MEANINGFUL GIFT 

E stablish a charitable gift annuity 
with as little as $5000 and 
receive fixed income each year for 
the rest of your lives. 

Help yourselves today and your 
church tomorrow. 


One-Life 
Age Rate 
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4.8% 


5.0% 
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7.1% 


8 . 1 % 
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Two-Lives 
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Age Age 


65 
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80 
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5.0% 


5.8% 


6.5% 


2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


February 17 

Ash Wednesday 

February 26-28 

West Gulf Regional School Planning Team meets 

New Orleans, La. 

March 20 

Concurrent meetings of Finance, Nominations, Membership 
Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

April 2 

Good Friday 

April 4 

Easter Sunday 

April 30-May 2 

18th Assembly of United Methodist Women 

America’s Center in St. Louis, Missouri 
gbgm-umc.org/umw/assembly 

May 7 

Church Women United-May Friendship Day 

Wesley UMC, Baton Rouge 

June 26-29 

West Gulf Regional School, Dillard University 

New Orleans, La. 

July 21 

Executive Committee Meeting (SCM), Wesley Center, 
Woodworth, La. 

July 22-25 

La. Conference UMW School of Mission 

Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 


(225) 346-1535 
(800) 256-9317 
www.umf.org 


UNIT ED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 


"Wlwsre Faith ami Money Come Together 








































Louisiana Annual 
Conference 
June 6-9 
Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 
Theme 

“Whole World, 
Whole People” 
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Updates on volunteering, giving for Haiti relief 


Those hoping and preparing to serve on 
Haitian relief teams, when the time comes, 
should visit the following website, 

http ://wwwnc. cdc. gov/travel/content/ne 
ws-announcements/relief-workers- 
haiti.aspx to find out recommendations 
from the Center for Disease Control when 


preparing to travel to Haiti. Note that some 
inoculations should be received at least 
three months in advance of travel. 

Architectural engineers are needed 
immediately to discern the integrity of 
damaged structures. Those wishing to vol¬ 
unteer in this capacity should contact Rev. 


Cynthia Harvey, UMCOR Haiti Liaison, at 
charvey@gbgm-umc.org or (212) 870- 
3874. 

Medical professionals wanting to volun¬ 
teer immediately may have the opportunity 

See Volunteers, page i 


Holy Hospitality 



Rev. David Walters, pastor of a new United Methodist Church in Georgia known as The Vine, spoke to United Methodists at the 
Congress on Evangelism held in New Orleans Jan. 6-8. Rev. Walters stressed that churches must treat people like ‘guests,’ not 
‘visitors.’ ‘People must be made to feel that you’ve planned and prepared for them.’ 

Georgia pastor gives hospitality tips at congress 


Creating a hospitable environment 
says more about you as a church than 
music and preaching, said Rev. David 
Walters, pastor of a new United 
Methodist Church in Georgia known as 
The Vine. 

Rev. Walters spoke to United 
Methodists at the recent Congress on 
Evangelism held in New Orleans, saying, 
“Within seven minutes of driving on your 
church’s campus, visitors have made a 
decision on whether or not they will 
come back.” 

Leading a workshop entitled 
“Hospitality that Leads to a Return Visit,” 


Rev. Walters stressed that churches must 
treat people like “guests,” not “visitors.” 
“People must be made to feel that you’ve 
planned and prepared for them. You’ve 
invited them, you’ve prayed for them. 
Change the signs in your church parking 
lot to read ‘First Time Guest’ instead of 
‘Visitor.’” 

Rev. Walters emphasized the impor¬ 
tance of eliminating confusion for guests 
by using parking lot ushers; having a cen¬ 
tralized or well indicated guest table 
(preferably manned by a church volun¬ 
teer); training ushers and greeters to 
escort guests to a seat; and providing ade¬ 


quate parking. “If they can’t park, they 
won’t come back.” 

Churches should display a “Home 
Depot” hospitality mind set. “They take 
you to the aisle you are looking for; they 
don’t just point it out,” he added. 

An effective method for attracting 
crowds to your church is through big 
events, said Rev. Walters. “Mid 
September and early March are good 
times to hold events because of weather 
and fewer community conflicts. Holding 
an Easter egg hunt in a public park is 

See Walters, page 6 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Mardi Gras Day! 


“Musings from a Mardi Gras Recluse 
(at least for this cool day in Baton 
Rouge.)” 

Needless to say, it has been quite a 
journey. From “Aints” to Super Bowl 
Champions! Saints fever has captured all 
of Louisiana and it has been just down¬ 
right fun to revel in it all. Couple that 
with the annual excitement of Mardi Gras 
and you have the makings of “The Perfect 
Storm” - at least the perfect storm of cele¬ 
bration. And after the other storms that 
have struck our state in the past few years, 
this one is a joy to behold and experience. 
In our little comer of the world Carnival 
and Saintsationalism have overshadowed 
much of the ugliness of life around us. 
However, the world has continued to turn 
and disturbing trends have continued to be 
set. 

The most unsettling trend I have grap¬ 
pled with today has been the steadily 
growing number of announcements that 
are being made by our congressmen and 
congresswomen that they are pulling out 
of the fray for other pursuits. This morn¬ 
ing’s paper carried the story of Sen. Evan 
Bayh of Indiana and the announcement of 
his decision not to mn again for his 
almost-certain seat. He is quoted as hav¬ 
ing said two things that are disturbing 
signs of our times. The first quote is this: 
“To put it in words I think most people 
can understand, I love working for the 
people of Indiana. I love helping our citi¬ 
zens make the most of their lives, but I do 
not love Congress.” Wow! Talk about an 
honest assessment of one’s career and the 
system with which one works to bring that 
career to fruition. 

Then the newspaper article says that 
Sen. Bayh “offered reasons that are 
increasingly commonplace among those 
familiar with the nation’s legislature: 
There is much too much partisanship and 
not enough progress; too much narrow 
ideology and not enough practical prob¬ 
lem-solving.’” Again, I was stmck by the 
honesty of a frustrated public servant. 

And then it stmck me even more intimate¬ 
ly - “He could be speaking of the 
church!” 

If it had been only Senator Bayh, I 
would have been less attentive to his frus¬ 
tration. But more than one political leader 
is sharing this same sentiment as they 
announce their departure from the halls of 
servitude to the needs and betterment of 
the people of our nation. (At least, that 
calling to servitude is my understanding 
of what a person who “goes to 
Washington” is supposed to do!) 

It strikes me that this is much the same 
talk I hear regarding the decline of the 
church. Even long-time church members 
and faithful servants of God’s people are 
sometimes heard to say, “I love God’s 
people. I love the work of mission and 
outreach God calls me to do. I just no 
longer love the church (meaning the insti¬ 
tution to which it has evolved today).” 

Still others are saying, “There is just too 
much politics in the church. There isn’t 
enough progress in the Main Thing - win¬ 


ning souls to Christ. 
There is just such a 
narrow ideology and 
not enough practical, 
‘boots on the ground’ 
work for the 
Kingdom of God.” 

I was stunned by 
the statistic quoted at 
a recent meeting that 
stated in 1969 The 
United Methodist 
Church was experi¬ 
encing 400,000 baptisms per year. In 
2006 we were experiencing 125,000! 
That’s quite a difference! And at the same 
time, we had grown significantly in the 
number of Ordained Elders and had added 
a new Order of Deacons, both of which 
are serving the church and whose com¬ 
mission is to bring others into the 
Kingdom! I think Bishop Greg Palmer, 
the current President of the Council of 
Bishops of The United Methodist Church, 
was right when he said in his address last 
November, “We can under serve the cause 
of Christ.” “We will do well to pay atten¬ 
tion to soulful qualities of leadership,” he 
continued. I believe that means we need 
to put a little “heart and soul” into our 
work as clergy leaders, and not only head 
and theory. 

And what I say to the clergy, I echo for 
the laity. Church isn’t about making 
everyone think like us, act like us, and 
look like us. It isn’t even about having 
the pastor jump through those hoops. It is 
about transforming ourselves to think like, 
act like and look like Jesus, and be sup¬ 
portive of the pastor who may look and 
act like John the Baptizer, but who calls 
us to uncomfortable accountability. 

For too long we have tried to make our 
life in the church comfortable and full of 
the McDonald’s theology of “Have it MY 
way.” Such theology will lead to certain 
decline! 

So, tomorrow is Ash Wednesday, the 
opening of the door to that season when 
we meditate, muse, ponder, and discern 
our own personal relationship with the liv¬ 
ing God and to the church for whom 
Christ died. The refuse of Mardi Gras 
will be washed from the streets tonight 
and we will have ashes on our foreheads 
tomorrow, calling us to remember it is 
from dust we come and it is to dust we 
return. And in the midst of the coming 
and returning there is a call to serve God’s 
church with all our being so that people 
aren’t saying of this body of Christ, “I 
don’t love the present body any more. It 
is too full of partisanship and not enough 
progress; it is too narrow in its ideology 
and doesn’t do enough problem-solving.” 
The church simply MUST rise above 
those charges. 

In Lenten prayer for the body of Christ 
and its servant parts, 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Clergy spouse retreat scheduled March 26-27 

The Acadiana District invites all clergy spouses to the 2010 Clergy Spouse Retreat 
scheduled for March 26-27, 2010 at the Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. The theme for 
the retreat is “Habits for Healthy Clergy Spouses.” The retreat leader is our own Dr. 
Mackie H. Norris, who now resides in Jonesboro, Ga. Clergy spouses are invited to come 
for a time of refreshment and renewal. Spouses attending for the first time will receive a 
$20 discount. 

Check-in time is 4-6 p.m. on Friday, March 26. The retreat will conclude on Saturday, 
March 27. A registration fee of $10 is to be paid to the Acadiana District on arrival at the 
retreat. Room and board is to be paid to the Wesley Center on arrival at retreat. Single 
rooms are $82 per person. Double rooms are $66 per person, per room. Triple rooms are 
$63 per person, per room. 

Cost of meals for those not spending the night are breakfast ($7), lunch ($10) and din¬ 
ner ($12). 


Registration Form 

(Deadline for Registration is Friday, March 12, 2010) 

Send to: 

Judy Camp 
The Wesley Center 
2350 Methodist Parkway 
Woodworth, LA 71485 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: 
SEDONIA LATHAN 337-235-3017 


Last Name 


First Name 


Address 


City 


Zip Code 

Phone # 


Church Name 



District 



Special dietary needs or other special needs: 


Emergency contact person 


_P hone. 

I plan to stay on campus and would like to room with 


(leave blank if you have no preference) 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Kathy Morris 
Peggy Bergeron 
Gloria Seiler 
Myrna Strong 
Adel I Wilson 


Louisiana Conference 


JIW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Haitian Methodists, UMCOR assess volunteer needs in earthquake aftermath 



The Rev. Gesner Paul, president of the Methodist Church in Haiti, discusses the 
church’s needs as Haiti rebuilds at the Methodist Guest House in Port-au-Prince. 
UMNS photo by Mike DuBose. 


BY LINDA BLOOM 

The Methodist Church in Haiti and 
United Methodist Committee on Relief are 
identifying “suitable projects and assign¬ 
ments” for volunteer teams wishing to 
assist with earthquake recovery in Haiti. 

Both groups are asking volunteers to 
delay their arrival in Haiti until those 
assessments are complete. 

Evaluations in the six church circuits 
most affected by the earthquake are being 
made to determine the extent of the dam¬ 
age in church communities and beyond, 
according to the Rev. Gesner Paul, presi¬ 
dent of the Methodist Church in Haiti. 

“Suitable projects and assignments for 
volunteer teams wishing to contribute to 
the recovery effort will not be identified 
until this process is complete,” he wrote in 
a Jan. 28 letter. 

UMCOR executive Melissa Crutchfield, 
who left Haiti on Jan. 31, said a new 
UMCOR team was there until Feb. 15 to 
conduct assessments and coordinate work 
both with international aid groups and with 
the Haitian church. 

Team members were Kate Paik, a pro¬ 
gram officer with UMCOR’s nongovern¬ 
mental organization who had oversight of 
the agency’s previous Haiti office, and 
Larry Powell, an UMCOR consultant and 
trainer for disaster preparedness workshops 
with both U.S. and international disaster 
experience, including work in Haiti. 

Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvy of Houston 
is currently serving as liaison to Haiti for 
UMCOR during the relief effort. She is 
taking a leave of absence from her current 
ministerial appointment serving as director 
of Texas Conference’s Center for Mission 
Excellence. UMCOR is now recruiting per¬ 


manent staff - both local and international 
- for its Haiti office, and the agency is pur¬ 
chasing staff vehicles; donations are wel¬ 
come. Crutchfield said she hopes the staff 
will be in place by the end of the month or 
sooner. 

Paul estimates work teams for priority 
projects probably could schedule trips for 
late March and April, once the emergency 
relief and debris-removal phase is complet¬ 
ed. Rehabilitation work also needs to be 
completed at the Methodist Guest House 
before the building can host volunteer 
teams again. 

Paul expressed deep gratitude for the 
outpouring of love and support from 
United Methodists. “You have kept us in 
your prayers and we are grateful. You have 
sent donations through the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief. We thank 
you for your generosity. You have 
expressed your selfless interest in volun¬ 
teering your time to come to Haiti to help 
with the recovery effort and we look for¬ 
ward to welcoming you.” 

Once areas for relief and rehabilitation 
are prioritized, United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission “will be integral in 
the long-term recovery of the church and 
communities in Haiti, and opportunities 
will soon be available to come and help in 
meaningful ways,” he wrote. 

Crutchfield expects medical personnel, 
structural engineers and architects will be 
among the skilled volunteers needed at the 
beginning of the recovery process. 

She notes that while medical teams 
already have come to Haiti to address 
urgent earthquake injuries, long-term med¬ 
ical needs will remain. “There’s probably 
going to be a greater need for medical 
teams in the next couple of months,” she 


says. 

Haiti’s rainy season — which starts in 
late February or early March — could con¬ 
tribute to a spike in communicable dis¬ 
eases. Crutchfield says the relief agency 
will work with UMCOR Health and Haiti 
hospital partners through the United 
Methodist Advance to address the country’s 
health needs. 

Debris removal must be done before 
rebuilding can begin and UMCOR and the 
Methodist Church in Haiti are among the 
groups organizing cleanup teams of local 
citizens in cash-for-work programs. “That’s 
a really good opportunity to empower the 


local community,” she adds. 

Structural engineers and architects are 
among the skilled volunteers who can con¬ 
tribute to what most likely will be a nation¬ 
al rebuilding plan, Crutchfield points out. 
“It’s critical that we have some experts to 
lay a solid foundation,” she says. 

In time, however, many types of volun¬ 
teers can partner with the Methodist 
Church in Haiti in both spiritual and practi¬ 
cal ways through the earthquake-recovery 
period. “I believe there’s an opportunity for 
volunteers in the longer term for rebuilding 
not only the church structures but the 
church community,” Crutchfield says. 


Deaconess Paulette Holly, 82, cares for orphans at Methodist Children’s Home in Haiti 



Boys pass the time outdoors at the Methodist Children’s Home orphanage in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Paulette Holly shows an abandoned bedroom Methodist Children’s Home 
orphanage in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Children there are sleeping outdoors following the earthquake. UMNS photos by Mike DuBose. 


BY KATHY GILBERT 

Sister Paulette Holly was not expecting 
visitors, but that didn’t stop her from con¬ 
ducting a top-to-bottom tour of the 
Methodist Children’s Home, a place she 
clearly loves. 

At 82 years old, she ventures where oth¬ 
ers fear to tread. 

Holly is a deaconess for the Methodist 
Church in Haiti. She has lived next door to 


the orphanage for more years than she will 
say. Before she was converted from a 
Catholic, “and a very good one,” to 
Methodist, she was a nurse and midwife. 

As a Methodist, she felt called to 
“preach and heal.” 

The orphanage, like most buildings in 
Port-au-Prince, was shaken by the Jan. 12 
earthquake. The children, ranging in age 
from 6 to 18, are living in tents across the 
street. Holly and several others are sleeping 


in the space between the children’s home 
and her residence. She says none of the 42 
children were injured or died. 

Thank God,” she says. 

Walking with the help of a cane, Holly 
took six U.S. visitors from the bottom floor 
to the roof of the damaged building. 

“The rail right here is not secure so I use 
this pipe to hang onto,” she says. She men¬ 
tions a friend of hers who fell down the 
stairs. “I don’t know why that happened,” 


she mutters under her breath. 

She takes us up two flights of winding 
stairs and shows us every room. A huge pot 
of beans is cooking on the stove. Children 
are playing in the back courtyard. The tour 
ends with one more staircase up to the roof. 

Back outside, she walks under low 
hanging branches and rocky, uneven 
ground to a small house in the back that is 
destroyed. 
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La. Conference responds to UMCOR’s urgent call for health kits 



Clockwise from above, Joe Kelley and Tony Lawrence are pictured after loading Joe’s 
truck to the brim with health kits assembled by churches and individuals in the 
Alexandria District. The District plans to ship more kits to UMCOR Sager Brown Depot 
in Baldwin, La. at a later date. Lakeview United Methodist Church in Shreveport assem¬ 
bled 208 health kits during a recent worship service. The health kits were added to oth¬ 
ers gathered in the Shreveport District to be sent to UMCOR Sager Brown Depot for 
distribution. Following worship, Lakeview’s congregation enjoyed a gumbo lunch fund¬ 
raiser and raised $635 to go toward the church’s mission trips to Reynosa, Mexico and 
Appalachia. Other missional efforts of Lakeview UMC include monthly meal preparation 
and delivery for the elderly (Souper Saturday) and volunteering through Kairos Prison 
Ministry. Pictured during kit assembly were Katlyn, Chris, Christian and Stacy Coody. A 
young member of First UMC in Slidell adds to the growing pile of health kits assembled 
by the church during a challenge with Roberts Park UMC in Indianapolis. First UMC 
won the competition by building a total of 1,058 health kits, topping Roberts Park’s 625 
kits. The students, faculty and staff of Southeastern Louisiana University worked 
together to raise funds for distribution through United Methodist Committee on Relief to 
assist with Haiti relief efforts. The campaign, ‘Southeastern Supports Haiti,” combined a 
traditional fund raising campaign to be undertaken by students with the collection of 
items for health kits. Vice President of Student Affairs Marvin Yates said Southeastern 
partnered with UMCOR to use the funds in relief efforts and to distribute the kits directly 
to the people of Haiti. UMCOR, he said, has already procured customs clearance to 
ship the kits and is ‘having success getting them to the people of Haiti.’ The campaign 
was conducted from Jan. 26-Feb. 11. Students from various organizations collected 
cash donations at the War Memorial Student Union and other locations on campus and 
at the Lions and Lady Lions basketball games at the University Center. Miss 
Southeastern 2010 Lacey Sanchez of Baton Rouge, right, collects donations for the 
campaign from students gathered in the Student Union mall on Jan. 26. From left are 
Sandra Valdes of Hammond; Abby Sease and Alyssa Ranzino of Mandeville. Magnolia 
United Methodist Church in Central set up stations at a local Wal-Mart and at the 
church to collect items for health kits. Enough items were collected to assemble 200 
kits. Surplus items were donated to a local shelter for battered women. Photos show 
parishioners assembling kits. Below, items for health kits are displayed on a table 
inside the church. 
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Residents of Mellier, Haiti, leave an aid distribution sponsored by the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief carrying food parcels on their heads. Sharad Aggarwal (left) and 
Melissa Crutchfield of UMCOR unpack a food ration in Mellier, Haiti. UMNS photos by 
Mike DuBose 


Haitian church members and UMCOR staff distribute UMCOR food to earthquake survivors 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

“Good brothers and sisters, thank you so 
much for this food.” 

Louis and Madame Felix, 74 and 76, 
were the first to receive a white plastic bag 
containing 18 pounds of rice, three pounds 
of beans, a quart of cooking oil and a one- 
pound bag of salt from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief Jan. 29. 

“We were married here and baptized 
here,” said Mr. Felix, standing in the yard 
of Mellier Methodist Church. The church 
and school were both destroyed in the Jan. 
12 earthquake. So were the homes of the 
people sitting quietly on pews and benches 
under the shade of trees waiting to get their 
allotment of food. 

Ten church members organized the food 
distribution and kept order. 


Household representatives waited until 
their names were called to receive food and 
Aquatab water purification tablets. 

A few days before UMCOR arrived 
with the food, church leaders canvassed the 
community and decided which families 
would receive the distribution. Families 
were chosen based on the greatest need; 
many were members of the church but not 
all. 

Stories of humanitarian aid workers 
being mobbed by frantic crowds were a far 
cry from the peaceful, respectful distribu¬ 
tion handled by church volunteers and 
UMCOR. 

The Rev. Gesner Paul, president of the 
Methodist Church in Haiti, stopped by to 
see how the distribution was going. 

“When we heard UMCOR was coming 
to Haiti to help we were very happy,” he 


said. “But you know there is a difference 
between words and actions. It is not only 
that you have come and said something but 
you put your words into action.” 

Rebuilding Haiti will take five or 10 
years or even more and we will need the 
help of the international community and 
The United Methodist Church, Paul said. 
“It will also take the courage of Haitian 
people to overcome what happened on Jan. 
12. We must work together to rebuild 
Haiti.” 

Melissa Crutchfield, Sharad Aggarwal 
and the Rev. Edgar Avitia Legarda, staff 
executives with UMCOR, came to Haiti 
Jan. 21 to start assessing the needs to 
restore and reconstruct the country. 

“What has really struck me on this visit 
is Haitians helping Haitians,” said 
Crutchfield. “From the young people help¬ 


ing us bag up the food, to the vendor who 
gave us a discount on the rice because it 
was going to aid his fellow Haitians, to the 
church helping take responsibility for 
organizing the food distribution today, to 
those leaving with sacks of food, vowing to 
share with their neighbor. UMCOR helped 
facilitate but they really helped each other.” 

“Today’s food distribution was just one 
of the first steps UMCOR will take - hand 
in hand with the Haitian people and their 
leaders - to relieve the suffering caused by 
the earthquake and to restore their homes, 
livelihoods and communities,” said 
Aggarwal. “Witnessing the strength and 
resilience of the community in Mellier, I 
am confident we will be successful in our 
mission here.” 


Bethany UMC distributes clothing to youngsters in New Orleans housing development 


Bethany United Methodist Church in 
New Orleans provided for those in need 
through its mission ministry held Dec. 12 at 
the Iberville Housing Development. New 
socks, underwear and pajamas, specifically 
in their own sizes, were given to over 127 
children and youth. 

“The dedicated, sacrificing members of 
Bethany shoppped individually for the chil¬ 


dren,” wrote Dr. Anita Crump, a member 
of Bethany UMC. 

The church also supplied enough red 
beans and rice, fried chicken, rolls, cookies 
and bottled water to serve over 250 per¬ 
sons. 

Bethany’s Health Ministry was instru¬ 
mental in having friends from Houston, 
Tex. give blood pressure screening and glu¬ 


cose testing. They provided each individual 
his or her results along with free medicines. 

The church was also able to give over 
300 coats and 80 blankets to more than 182 
persons. The coats and blankets were 
donated by a mission group in Houston. 

Forty-two Bethany UMC volunteers 
provided the necessary assistance needed in 
all aspects of this mission endeavor. 


“Such a mission ministry like this 
proves that in hard times, United 
Methodists do respond overwhelmingly!,” 
wrote Dr. Crump. 

Chairpersons for the event were Elvetta 
Dickerson and Rev. Hadley R. Edwards, 
senior pastor. 
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Calvary UMC - Thibodaux 



The words “Open Hearts, Open Minds, 
Open Doors” holds a special meaning for 
Rev. Robert Johnson, pastor of Calvary 
United Methodist Church in Thibodaux. 
Rev. Johnson recently led his members in 
the cleanup of a distressed neighborhood in 


the city. Members “young and old” cleaned 
the streets, taking time to stop on street 
comers to pray and sing. They were joined 
by some of the neighbors who expressed 
appreciation for the efforts of these visitors. 



First UMC - Lafayette 



La Juana Handschin, Julie Haack, 
Debbie Cottrell and Diana Nolan are pic¬ 
tured filling over 50 Christmas bags with 
socks, gloves and a handmade “Scarf of 
Hope.” 

“Scarves of Hope,” started by Julie 
Haack, a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Lafayette, organizes 
volunteers to knit or crochet scarves for 
those who are “cold and homeless.” Haack 
recmited a number of her friends from 
church and other organizations that she is 
involved with to begin making the scarves. 

The gift bags also contained an inspira¬ 
tional book and a Christmas card with the 


poem “Scarf of Hope” by Hellice Allen 
tucked inside. Some of the bags were dis¬ 
tributed by The Salvation Army on 
Christmas Eve and the remaining were 
given to various other homeless shelters in 
the area, or to someone who looked cold 
and needed warmth on the street. 

Scarf of Hope 
by Hellice Allen* 

Christ has sent me here 

To share His love with you 

For He has not forgotten 

He sees all that you’ve been through. 

As a token of His love 
He reached out and touched my heart 
To make something very special 
So I made for you this scarf. 

Wrap it around you 
On each cold winter night 
To remind you there is hope 
When you put your faith in Christ 

* Reprinted with permission 


Mallalieu Immanuel UMC - Lafayette 



Mallalieu Immanuel United Methodist 
Church in Lafayette celebrated its 125th 
anniversary using the theme “Mustard Seed 
Faith.” Pictured at the service were, top 
row, Councilman Kenneth Boudreaux; 

Rev. Marguerite Jenkins, pastor; and 
Pastor Leslie Dugas with Trinity CME 
Church in Lafayette. The bottom row 


includes Rose O’Brien, Mary Shelvin, 
Dinah Domingue, Monica Boudreaux, 
Mathilda Martin, Brenda Harmon, Theresa 
King, Althea Felix, Helen Green and 
Leander Gray. Pastor Dugas delivered the 
sermon and Councilman Boudreaux pre¬ 
sented a proclamation commemorating the 
church’s 125 years of ministry. 


Glenmora UMC 


The annual United Methodist Women’s 
Sunday at Glenmora United Methodist 
Church was held on Jan. 31, and was pre¬ 
sented by members of the local group, 
Nancy McCulloch, Corrie Butter, Mary 
Ann Rivers, Jeri Mizell and Mary 
Giddens. 

The musical theme was old fashioned 
hymns and gospel music led by Mary Ann 
Rivers and Choir Director, June Stokes. 
Dawn Wright, Co-Director of Ousichitta 

Walters, from page 1 

inexpensive, and our church counted 1,000 
people at the last one we held. With careful 
planning, you can reach a large number of 
people with a small amount of money.” 

Using local media is a great way to call 
attention to good things that are happening 
at your church. The Vine recently gave 
everyone in the church a dollar with the 
instructions to make the money “grow,” 
much like the Parable of the Talents. 
Members raised thousands of dollars that 
were given by the church to two missional 
agencies supported by The Vine. “We 
called the local newspaper, and they cov¬ 
ered the story. Most media are looking for 
stories like this and are favorable to 
churches,” said Rev. Walters. 

Growing churches do mass marketing, 
said the pastor from Georgia. “Send out 
press releases and share your stories with 
the local media.” 

He pointed out that well targeted adver¬ 
tising is good if you can afford it. But he 
cautioned, “The return rate on a mass mail¬ 
er is typically low. Be smart about where 
you use billboards.” 

Perhaps the greatest free source of com¬ 
munication is through the use of social net¬ 
working. “The Vine is using blogging and 
Facebook extensively. In between blogs, I 
use Twitter. When writing, use words like 
‘new’ and ‘exciting.’ Make everything that 
you’re doing sound intriguing and interest¬ 
ing,” said Rev. Walters. “We have a kids’ 
ministry blog and a youth blog, just to 
point out a few. Drive people to the blogs 
with twitter, email and Facebook. We also 
post on the church website Podcast por¬ 
tions of sermons.” 


Camp, spoke on “That’s How the Lost Get 
Found”. 

Nancy McCulloch presented a recap of 
the group’s accomplishments and made 
tribute to a previous president, Lillian 
Hollingsworth, who passed away in 2009. 

Church members were invited to brunch 
after the worship service. 

Other members of the local UMW unit 
are Frances Irvine, Waurine Rhodes and 
Ethel Hudgens. 

Guest/visitor follow up is critical in 
growing churches, he emphasized. “Be 
sure that registration pads at church are 
being used effectively. Our church gives 
everyone a Connect Card and a Vine pen 
with the church website and email address 
on it. The questions on the card give us 
everything we need to follow up—phone 
number, physical address, email, how did 
you hear about the vine?” 

Having a prepared, welcoming script 
that is thoughtfully written is critical to get¬ 
ting the cards filled out. “From the pulpit, 
invite guests to take a second to locate the 
card, fill it out, and place it in offering 
plate. Email each person within 36 hours, 
or you run the risk of losing that person. 

Let each one know that the church is pray¬ 
ing for them, and wants to know about 
their experience at the church. We send out 
a survey asking about the experience, and 
we send the results of that survey to every¬ 
one on our staff.” 

Rev. Walters is a proponent of first time 
guest gifts. “Each guest receives a hand¬ 
written note with the gift.” 

The pastor follows Nelson Searcy’s 
books and writings recommending that 
every church get a free copy of Searcy’s 
Healthy, Systems, Healthy Church E- 
Book. “The church is the Body of Christ, 
and a body needs systems. He (Searcy) 
worked with Rick Warren. He’s got a lot 
of wisdom to share.” 

Rev. Walters stressed that the key to a 
church’s success is focusing on “servant 
evangelism.” “God’s love is free. This is 
why we do everything we do.” 

Visit www.connecttothevine.org for 
more information on The Vine and their 
hospitality practices. 
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Coming Events at Mt. Sequoyah 

Clergywomen’s Gathering 

Save $50 by registering before March 7 for the Clergywomen’s Gathering April 7- 
9. Join us for an awesome keynote speaker and fantastic workshops. Go to 
www.mountsequoyah.org for more details—under Programs and Training. Contact 
Rev. Kim Ross spiritualdirector@mountsequoyah.org or call (800) 760-8126. 

Mount Sequoyah Work Week 

There is much to be done on the Mountain this year. Come join other volunteers at 
the annual work week April 5-9. Time will be spent repairing buildings, cleaning 
windows, sealing decks, and beautifying the grounds. Your carpentry, drywall, main¬ 
tenance, sewing, cleaning or painting skills will be put to good use. We start with din¬ 
ner on April 5 and continue through breakfast on April 9. Download a registration 
form at www.mountsequoyah.org and mail or fax the form to Mount Sequoyah. 

Caring for Creation Conference 

The third annual Caring for Creation conference will be held April 16-18 at Mount 
Sequoyah Conference and Retreat Center. The conference is designed to connect 
members of faith with a supportive community that works collectively to nurture and 
celebrate God’s creation. Additional opportunities at the conference include work¬ 
shops, worship, networking and plenary speakers. Download a registration form at 
www.mountsequoyah.org. For details contact Marilyn at programs@mountsequoy- 
ah.org or (800) 760-8126. 

Interfaith Church Security and Intruder Awareness/Response Seminar 

This seminar, slated for April 20-21, will give you the tools to start a church safe¬ 
ty/security ministry, improve your current plan, and training for church employees 
(ushers, secretaries, greeters, reception, etc.) on recognizing behavioral pre-cursors or 
suspicious behavior. For details contact Marilyn at (800) 760-8126 or email pro- 
grams@moutnsequoyah.org. To register online for the seminar go to 
http://www.intruderresponse.com/registration.html. For lodging and meals contact 
Mount Sequoyah. 


Volunteer, from page 1 

to deploy through National Disaster Medical 
Assistance teams through the U. S. 
Department of Health and Human Services. 
There is need for trauma surgeons, orthope¬ 
dists, anesthesiologists and others with expe¬ 
rience in treating crush injuries. Preference 
will be given to physicians who are Creole 
or French speakers and to those currently 
credentialed through the Medical Reserve 
Corps in their home state, or the Emergency 
Services Advanced Registration of 
Volunteer Health Personnel. Contact 
Michala Koch at Michala.Koch@hhs.gov 
for more information. 

While we still grieve the loss of life, 
devastation, and continued health and safe¬ 
ty issues in Haiti as a result of the January 
12 earthquake, we can help! You can help! 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) and United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) are ask¬ 
ing those who wish to help those so disas¬ 
trously impacted by the earthquake in Haiti 
to do so in four important ways: 

- Continue to donate money. It is the 
quickest and most effective way to support. 

- Continue to assemble health kits to be 
distributed by UMCOR. 

- Plan on sending Louisiana Volunteers 
in Mission teams (medical, repair/construc- 
tion, other) as soon as teams are allowed 
into the country. 

- Continue to offer up prayers for all 
those impacted by the Haiti disaster, and 
for those who are providing stabilizing first 
assistance within the country. 

When donating money: 

Conference churches have donated 
$190,375 to date. Gifts to support 
UMCOR’s Haiti Relief efforts can be made 
to Haiti Emergency, UMCOR Advance 


#418325. Please make checks out to your 
local church and mark Advance #418325 
Haiti Emergency in the memo line. Checks 
can be put in your church’s offering plate 
or mailed to Louisiana Annual Conference, 
527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. 
Those who mail checks to the conference 
office should indicate their home church, if 
they have one. 

When volunteering: Volunteers in 
Mission, GBGM and UMCOR have 
worked together to launch a National 
Database www.umrespond.org/Haiti for 
volunteers wishing to go to Haiti. There 
will be specific requirements that must be 
met to be invited to be on a team. You will 
need to have Haiti experience. From this 
database, teams will be formed once the 
invitation is issued from the Methodist 
Church of Haiti. As soon as possible, 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission will be 
forming teams for Haiti, but only after 
teams without Haiti experience have begun 
to be allowed into the country. GBGM esti¬ 
mates this will be in two to six months. 

Please remember many UMVIM teams 
will be needed for years to come. 
GBGM/UMCOR will advise when 
UMVIM teams have been invited. No 
doubt you are hearing of United Methodist 
teams going in to Haiti. They are not 
Volunteer in Mission teams approved by 
jurisdictional coordinators or GBGM. 
While the desire to offer immediate help is 
universal among Christians, please under¬ 
stand that at this time prayerful waiting is 
the most faithful witness we can offer. 
Team members with the proper credentials 
will be invited to join a medical team. All 
team members must have Haiti experience, 
have been on an UMVIM team or team 
leader training, the ability to speak French, 
Creole Haitian or Spanish will be helpful. 



Churches have the option of creating their own Vacation Bible School curriculum. The 
article below gives tips on when and how to produce a program that is uniquely your 
own. 

Creating your own Vacation Bible School 


It’s a difficult thing to decide—When in 
the calendar year do you hold Vacation 
Bible School? Some churches have hosted 
theirs for so long at a typical time that it 
would be easier to move Christmas rather 
than VBS. 

The church that I grew up in held its 
VBS at the same time every year—the first 
full week after school was out. No one ever 
had to ask, “When is VBS?” Everyone 
knew when VBS was going to be held. 
However, if your church holds a Vacation 
Bible School later in the summer, chances 
are you will have children in attendance 
who have already participated in that VBS. 
Face it— there are only so many curricu¬ 
lum choices. 

That is, unless you prepare your own 
VBS curriculum. Asbury UMC in Bossier 
City was faced with that very problem. 

VBS was late in the summer and children 
complained about the activities being bor¬ 
ing because they had already completed 
them at other churches. So for the past two 
years, and beginning on the third, the VBS 
team has put together its own Vacation 
Bible School curriculum. 

There are several positive aspects 
beyond the freshness of the material. Kelly 
Beme, Children’s Director at Asbury 
UMC, says the curriculum that you plan 
can more closely resemble the mission 
statement of your church and have a budg¬ 
et more in-line with your financial require¬ 
ments. Further, the curriculum can meet 


any special needs or projects that you have 
within the church and fit into special time 
or space requirements. 

Kelly also notes a few negatives, 
although she adds these are small in com¬ 
parison to the benefits. When putting 
together your own curriculum, you need to 
begin planning early and with a large and 
diverse team. The team needs to include 
people that are not only skilled in working 
with children, but have gifts of Bible 
knowledge, artistic ability and resources in 
the area of craft development. Once the 
team has its initial gathering and deter¬ 
mines a theme, team groups will work 
independently, often reporting to one 
another by email. Kelly admits that while it 
may be easier to purchase a curriculum and 
adapt it to your needs, church leaders have 
found many new “people” resources within 
the church and community as a result of 
creating it themselves. For example, once 
the overall theme and graphic for last year 
was decided (ROCK - Rely on Christ the 
King), the inmates at Wade Correctional 
Center prepared banners for each day 
(night) of VBS. “Until we prepared our 
own curriculum, we were unaware of the 
ministry available through this avenue.” 

While creating your own VBS may not 
be possible for every church, you may find 
that making all the adjustments to a pre¬ 
pared curriculum makes this a feasible 
alternative for your church. 
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Discerners Academy slated for March 12 -14 at the Wesley Center 


As a seminary-bound college graduate 
in 2004, Katie McKay Simpson found her¬ 
self at a conference-sponsored Discerners 
Academy still wondering if the call to 
ordained ministry was “really my life’s 
purpose.” 

“The formation I received during the 
Academy from the leaders and small 
groups, and direction from clergy that had 
‘been there and done that’ helped to con¬ 
firm that call again and allowed me to enter 
into my seminary education with a 
renewed sense of confidence and clarity 
about that purpose,” said Rev. Simpson. 

The Discerners Academy is an annual 
event designed to recruit persons for 
ordained ministry and sustain them through 
the process of Call and Candidacy in The 
United Methodist Church. 

This year’s Discerners Academy is slat¬ 
ed for March 12-14 at The Wesley Center 
in Woodworth, La. The event is open to 
those who are college-age and above, and 
costs $30 for students and $80 for those 
who are employed. 

Featured speaker will be Dr. Mark 
Fowler, Vice President for Vocation in 
Ministry and Associate Professor of 


Church Leadership at Garrett-Evangelical 
Theological Seminary in Evanston, Ill. 

During the weekend, participants will 
visit with faculty from a United Methodist 
School of Theology, and with persons serv¬ 
ing at all levels of ministry including 
Deacons, Elders, Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson, Provost Rev. Don Cottrill, 
District Superintendents and persons cur¬ 
rently in seminary. 

“Being a part of the Academy commu¬ 
nity for that short time helped me answer 
burning questions and reminded me that I 
was not alone in this struggle. Because of 
the encouragement and prayers of others, I 
felt strength enough to step out in faith and 
give it a try. Looking back, the Discemer’s 
Academy was the first time where I truly 
began to receive this struggle as a gift,” 
added Rev. Simpson, who currently serves 
as Minister of Discipleship and Evangelism 
at First United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge. 

For more information about the 
Discerners Academy, visit www.la-umc.org 
or contact Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 
or lindagregg@la-umc.org 



Lay Speaking School 

“Word in Action 
Doing the Gospel” 

April 30-Mayl 
Registration fee: $50 
Application deadline: April 9 
Uskichitto Retreat Center 
Leblanc, La. 

For more information contact the 
Lake Charles District Office at 
(337) 439-2982 or 

lcdistrict@lcdumc.com 


Position Available 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
of Ruston has an opening for Director 
of Children’s Ministry. Salary and 
benefits commensurate with training 
and experience. Please email resume 
to Terri Russell at 
terrir@trinityruston. org 


Online resource 

Visit 

www.UMCWorship.org 
for worship planning 
helps and preaching 
helps. 
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Avery, Boyd named District Superintendents 


Rev. Donald R. Avery will be appointed 
as the new District Superintendent for the 
Shreveport District beginning in June of 
2010. Rev. Avery currently serves as senior 
pastor of First United Methodist Church in 
Natchitoches. 

He replaces Rev. Doug Cain who has 


served the Shreveport District for four 
years. 

Rev. Troy E. “Ed” Boyd, Jr. will serve 
as the new District Superintendent for the 
Acadiana District, also beginning in June. 
Rev. Boyd currently serves as senior pastor 
of Asbury UMC in Lafayette. 


He replaces Rev. Roger D. Lathan who 
has served the Acadiana District for seven 
years. 

Prior to coming to Natchitoches in June 
of 2005, Rev. Avery was the senior pastor 

See Superintendents, page 2 


A Welcoming Church 



Leslie Landeche, Welcoming Ministries Director for First United Methodist Church in Slidell, greets a visitor in the back of the 
church sanctuary before Sunday morning worship services. Landeche shares tips on hospitality with readers. 

Welcoming ministries director serves Slidell church 


Editor s Note: I recently covered a 
story at First UMC in Slidell regarding a 
health kit challenge the congregation 
participated in with a church from 
Indianapolis. I had the pleasure of meet¬ 
ing Leslie Landeche, who serves on staff 
as the church s Welcoming Ministries 
Director I was impressed by the church s 
focus on hospitality, so I interviewed 
Leslie and have written the following 
story to share their ideas with our read¬ 
ers. 

Standing at the rear of the sanctuary at 
the end of Sunday morning services, an 
energetic usher is quick to show Leslie 


Landeche where a first-time visitor to 
First UMC, Slidell is sitting. Almost 
simultaneously, Rev. Wybra Price, senior 
pastor, introduces the congregation to 
Leslie, inviting guests to join her at the 
rear of the church to find out more infor¬ 
mation about the church. 

Leslie flashes a friendly smile, and 
raises her hand so that all can easily iden¬ 
tify her. 

“My job has two major aspects—wel¬ 
coming guests to the church and assisting 
new members in connecting with the 
church,” says Landeche, who by all 
observations, does an excellent job fulfill¬ 


ing both duties. 

But she has help. “Welcoming is seen 
not just as my job, but something that 
everyone at First UMC plays a roll in 
creating and maintaining. The pastors, 
myself and other staff do take steps 
‘behind the scenes’ to tend to details, but 
it is the embracing of ‘Open Hearts, 
Open Minds, Open Doors’ by the entire 
congregation that helps guests feel that 
they are welcome and can come as they 
are,” she emphasized. 

Because of the lack of space in First 
UMC’s narthex, Leslie has set up a 

See Welcoming church, page 6 
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Superintendents, from page i 

of St John’s UMC in Baton Rouge for six 
years. He served as District Superintendent 
of the Alexandria 
District from 1992 
through May of 1999. 

From 1972 until May 
1992 he served Neely 
UMC. During service 
at Neely, Rev. Avery 
served for 11 years at 
Hartzell UMC in 
Rosedale. He began his 
ministry at Peoples Rev. Donald R. 
UMC in New Orleans. Avery 

Rev. Avery has a 

Bachelor of Arts degree from Dillard 
University in Sociology; a Master of 
Theology degree from Boston University 
School of Theology; and a Juris Doctor 
degree from Southern University School of 
Law. 

Rev. Avery has served the Louisiana 
Annual Conference as a delegate to 
General Conference in 1996, 2000 and 
2004; a delegate to Jurisdictional 
Conference in 1992 and 2008; member of 
the World Methodist Council from 1996- 
2000 and 2001-2006; board member of the 
Louisiana United Methodist Foundation 
from 2007 to present; Dean of the Cabinet 
from 1998-1999; and as a member of 
numerous committees, boards and teams 
serving United Methodism and the confer¬ 
ence. 

He is married to Dr. Marcia Wells 


Avery, who is a Professor at the 
Northwestern University School of Nursing 
in Natchitoches. He has two sons, Dr. 

Derek Avery and Garrett Avery. 

Rev. Boyd has 
served the following 
churches: Pleasant Hill, 

Shreveport District; 

Ebenezeer / Iota / 

Ivanhoe / Wesley, 

Lafayette District; 

Crowley, Lafayette 
District; Oak 
Grove/Campti, 

Natchitoches District; 

Cotton Valley/Pleasant 
Valley, Ruston District; 

Colfax/Hollins Chapel, Alexandria District; 
Friendship, Baton Rouge-Hammond 
District; First UMC Shreveport, Associate, 
Shreveport District; Oak Park-Lake 
Charles, Lake Charles District; First UMC 
New Iberia, Acadiana District; First UMC 
Bossier City, Shreveport District; and 
Asbury Lafayette, Acadiana District. 

Rev. Boyd has a Bachelor of Arts in 
Speech and Sociology from Northwestern 
State University and a Masters in Theology 
from Perkins School of Theology at 
Southern Methodist University. 

Rev. Boyd has served as chair of 
Church Extension, the Board of Ordained 
Ministry, and the Committee on Finance 
and Administration. 

He is married to Rita Ann Smith Boyd. 
Their two children are the late Kimberly 
Ann Boyd Savoy and Kyle Edward Boyd. 




Rev. Troy E. ‘Ed” 
Boyd 


First UMC hosts conference in Baton Rouge 


First United Methodist Church of Baton 
Rouge extends an invitation to all clergy, 
staff and lay leaders from the Louisiana 
Conference to spend a day with the staff of 
First UMC during an event entitled “Can 
One Day Make a Difference?” 

During this conference, slated for April 
27, participants will consider, discuss, and 
share ideas about the following practices of 
ministry: congregational care, children’s 
ministry, youth ministry, adult Sunday 
School, congregational discipleship, wor¬ 
ship, mission and service, and prayer and 
spiritual practices. All sessions will be 


offered in the morning and afternoon. 
Please choose two to attend. 

The conference will be held from 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. A registration fee of $10.00 
includes lunch. Please mail checks to First 
United Methodist Church, 930 North 
Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA, 70802. Include 
your name, your church home and contact 
information with payment. Registration is 
required and can be found online at 
www.firstmethodist.org . For more infor¬ 
mation, contact June Harvey at (225) 383- 
4777 orjune@firstmethodist.org. 


Paracletia 

Fund Raiser Dinner and Silent Auction 
April 22, 2010 
6:30 pm 

Jefferson United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge 
Tickets: $25 donation 

Contact Rev. Cathy Arends 
at (225) 677-9303 
or 

paracletia@eatel.net 
for more information and tickets 


Forum focuses on reaching young adults 


Do you want to reach more young 
adults between the ages of 18-35? What if 
church were a verb? 

Those questions will be discussed dur¬ 
ing a forum to be held April 30 at First 
United Methodist Church in Alexandria. 

These important questions are being 
asked by The United Methodist Church as 
part of the Rethink Church initiative. Part 
of this initiative is to consider what church 
might look like if it wasn’t typically a 
church. The church population, institution 
and hierarchy need to understand and 
embrace the idea that it is OK for “church” 
to start out as day care, a youth-group ski 
trip, a men’s basketball league or some¬ 
thing that solves a secular need, such as 
Habitat for Humanity. 

“Whatever entry point is comfortable for 
someone who may find the idea of entering 
church daunting, an act of courage or a 
moment of high vulnerability - that’s what 
church needs to be,” Kerry Graham, devel¬ 
oper of the Rethink Church campaign. 

One of the principle challenges of this 
concept is developing a “how to” when 


including or establishing ministries for 
young adults, age 18-35. This is a broad 
spectrum of folks, ranging from those in 
college or university, those starting out in 
careers, those beginning families and those 
who are still searching for what lies ahead. 

If you have an interest, a mission or a 
ministry—or want to know how to get one 
started— with young adults, plan to attend 
the forum, which will be held from 1:30- 
4:00 p.m. at First UMC. The forum will 
focus briefly on concerns expressed by 
young adults about the church, but will 
then be turned over to the participants to 
share what ministries are in place, what 
hopes and prayers they have for the future, 
and finally to begin a framework where the 
Louisiana Annual Conference can assist 
you with the development of Young Adult 
ministries. 

If you would like more information or 
to RSVP your attendance please call or 
email Rev. Dawn Young at 
deacondawn@earthlink.net or call (318) 
458-5860. 


Updating Sunday school is subject of forum 


You don’t have to be “savvy” in tech¬ 
nology to see how dramatically the world 
is changing. All of us have been drawn 
closer together and events “outside our 
realm” often impact us immediately. 

But some things haven’t changed. And 
that can include how United Methodists 
design and offer Sunday school to mem¬ 
bers and seekers. 

Join others interested in “updating” 
strategies for effective Christian education 
at a Sunday school forum slated for May 1 
at First United Methodist Church in 
Alexandria. The forum is designed for pas¬ 
tors, Christian education directors, Sunday 
school teachers, children’s ministers, youth 


directors and anyone who values the teach¬ 
ing ministry of the church. 

The forum will be held from 9:30 a.m.- 
2 p.m. The event will begin by looking at 
some of the Conference statistics, to leam 
what is working and what is not working. 
We will then form interest groups to exam¬ 
ine specific strategies and list our needs 
within those groups. Participants will 
reconvene to establish a plan that can be 
explored in each work area. 

For more information or to RSVP your 
attendance, please email Rev. Dawn 
Young at deacondawn@earthlink.net or 
call (318) 458-5860 . 


In Memoriam 

Willie C. Midyett, Feb. 17,2010 
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“change the world” April 24-25 


Local churches 

Rethink Church is providing a way for 
the people of The United Methodist Church 
to prove with their lives what they believe 
in their hearts—that the love of God 
through Jesus Christ changes us individual¬ 
ly and calls us to participate in transform¬ 
ing the world collectively. 

On the weekend of April 24-25, 2010, 
with “Change the World,” local churches 
have the opportunity to join together as a 
denomination and do just that. 


encouraged to 

“Change the World” began through a 
partnership with the United Methodist 
Publishing House, which recently pub¬ 
lished a new book by Mike Slaughter enti¬ 
tled “Change the World: Recovering the 
Message and Mission of Jesus. The two- 
day event is an opportunity for congrega¬ 
tions to offer a day of service locally at the 
same time that other churches are doing the 
same thing across the nation and the globe. 

Resources and sites for events can be 


found at rethinkchurch.org/changetheworld 
(http://bit.ly/cELBVM). National advertis¬ 
ing will begin in April, driving viewers to 
the web site. 

Local churches are invited to join in on 
this designated weekend of service that will 
help to spread the witness of God’s trans¬ 
forming love globally. Some congregations 
may already have outreach programs 
planned for that weekend. If not, be a part 
of something that is already going on in 


your community. Go to 
www.rethinkchurch.org and order t-shirts 
for members to wear to increase visibility 
for United Methodists. Join in and be a part 
of this special event. 

Lor more information about “Change 
the World,” contact Betty Backstrom, con¬ 
ference communications director, at (225) 
346-1646 or bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 


UMCOR field office opens in Haiti for massive rebuilding effort 



BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief opened a field office in Port-au- 
Prince and is hiring full-time staff as part of 
a five-year plan to help rebuild Haiti after 
the Jan. 12 earthquake. 

Anthony Jones, who has 20 years of 
experience with humanitarian relief agen¬ 
cies, has been hired as an emergency 
response consultant. He will be in Haiti for 
the next two months, said Melissa 
Crutchfield, international disaster response 
executive with UMCOR. 

“Anthony will continue to meet regular¬ 
ly with the Eglise Methodiste d’Haiti as 
well as the U.N. and other local and inter¬ 
national partners to further develop 
UMCOR’s short- and long-term humanitar¬ 
ian relief and recovery strategy for Haiti,” 
she said. 

The relief agency will be hiring five 
staff members to work in the Port-au- 
Prince office, said Sharad Aggarwal, an 
UMCOR executive. 

Since the disaster, UMCOR has coordi¬ 
nated food distribution projects in Mellier 
and Petit-Goave, Aggarwal said. 

The UMCOR plan includes emergency, 


recovery and rehabilitation work. 

The emergency phase stretches from the 
time of the earthquake through April. It 
addresses the immediate needs of access to 
food, clean water and sanitation, temporary 
shelter, and emotional and spiritual support. 

During the recovery phase, which is 


expected to run through the first-year 
anniversary of the disaster, UMCOR will 
respond to needs for increasingly perma¬ 
nent homes, schools, clinics and churches, 
along with jobs and other concerns. 

The third phase, rehabilitation, will like¬ 
ly stretch through January 2015 and will 


offer assistance for both physical recon¬ 
struction and economic development as 
well as rebuilding health, education and 
other systems. 

“The response of the church has been 
remarkable and generous,” said Bishop 
Joel Martinez, United Methodist Board of 
Global Ministries interim top executive. 
“Even the smallest gift has the power to 
bless.” 

In the days leading up to the one-month 
anniversary of the quake, the seven wealth¬ 
iest nations of the world, known as the G- 
7, agreed to forgive Haiti its outstanding 
debts. “The debt cancellation will give 
Haiti some economic breathing room,” 
Martinez said, “but it will not solve all of 
the problems there.” 

Steps are being taken to prepare for 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
teams to respond in Haiti. In collaboration 
with the Methodist Church in Haiti, volun¬ 
teer projects and programs are being devel¬ 
oped to align with UMCOR’s work plan, 
Crutchfield said. Volunteer teams may 
begin mobilizing by filling out a registra¬ 
tion form. 


Louisiana Conference raises $280,971 for Haiti; baby layettes needed 


Lunds to support UMCOR’s efforts in 
Haiti still continue to pour into the 
Louisiana Annual Conference office. Local 
United Methodist churches have raised 
$280,971 to date for disaster response to 
the devastating earthquakes of January. 

Please continue to be in prayer with the 
people in Haiti. Particularly as the rainy 
season begins, your continued partnership 
is important to provide shelter and provi¬ 
sions for those who have lost so much in 
the January 12 earthquake. 

As of March 4, a total $13.8 million has 
been received for UMCOR Haiti Relief 

Please remember that 100% of your 
gifts to the Haiti emergency will support 
the people in Haiti. UMCOR can do this 
because overhead costs are covered 
through the One Great Hour of Sharing 
(OGHS). This years OGHS offering is 
March 14. 

UMCOR has begun implementation of 
a five-year work plan that contemplates 
three phases of assistance to Haiti: emer¬ 
gency, recovery and rehabilitation. 

UMCOR consultant Rev. Jim Gulley, a 
survivor of the earthquake, attended the 
Methodist Church of Haiti (EMH) annual 
conference in Le Cayes. He delivered a 


statement and words of encouragement to 
the conference on behalf of UMCOR. The 
commitment of time, fiscal and human 
resources to the people of Haiti was central 
to the presentation. 

UMCOR is supporting Global Health 
Action's (GHA) Community Health and 
Development Programs in the Leogane 
District of Haiti. GHA serves basic health 
and development needs of poor, rural 
Haitians, who often live in isolated com¬ 
munities and, even in the best of times, 
have limited access to services. 

Anthony Jones, Emergency Consultant 
for UMCOR Haiti, is attending UN cluster 
meetings and reports that standards for 
temporary shelters are being finalized. He 
reports, The government has made it clear 
that they want very simple structures that 
will not become permanent shanty towns. . 

. Partners are conducting joint assessments 
with local authorities in each commune to 
identify land that can be used for tempo¬ 
rary settlements. 

UMCOR contributed $50,000 to Action 
by Churches Together (ACT) Alliance to 
enhance the living conditions of the most 
vulnerable groups impacted by the earth¬ 
quake in rural and urban areas. Ongoing 


support such as water, sanitation, shelter 
and food is helping relieve some of the 
every day pressures of more than 150,000 
survivors of the earthquake. 

Three United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM) jurisdictional coordina¬ 
tors are in Haiti, representing UMCOR and 
UMVIM to reinforce connections with 
EMH. They attended EMHs annual confer¬ 
ence in Le Cayes, where they met with cir¬ 
cuit superintendents to identify areas of 
greatest need and discuss how UMVIM 
and UMCOR might collaborate with them 
to meet the priorities the superintendents 
have defined. More than 2,000 volunteers 
are already mobilizing by filling out the 
Haiti volunteer registration form. 

On March 11, UMCOR is hosting Haiti 
Health: Moving toward a Long-Term 
Strategy. Says UMCOR executive, Dr. 
Cherian Thomas, In convening the meet¬ 
ing, UMCORs objectives are to listen to 
the experience and needs articulated by 
long-standing partners in the field of health 
care in Haiti, and refine our own health 
strategy to serve the Haitian people. The 
meeting will be web cast at 10:00 a.m. 
(EST). Anyone with a Lacebook account 
can join the conversation by signing into 


their accounts from the webcast page or on 
Twitter with the hashtag #haitihealth. 

UMCOR Haiti has identified a need for 
layette kits and birthing kits to address the 
basic needs of babies bom in displaced per¬ 
sons camps in Haiti. Local churches can 
focus on assembling these layettes, along 
with the health kits that so many have 
already been putting together and sending 
to the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in 
Baldwin, La. Layette kits include: 

6 cloth diapers 

2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suits 

2 baby washcloths 

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 diaper pins 

1 sweater open in the front 

2 receiving blankets 

All items included in kits must be NEW 
items. 

All kits are carefully planned to make 
them usable in the greatest number of situ¬ 
ations. Since strict mles often govern prod¬ 
uct entry into international countries, it is 
important that kits contain only the request¬ 
ed items—nothing more. 

Do not include any personal notes, 
money or additional materials. These things 
must be removed and will delay shipment. 
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Conference churches continue to assemble health kits for UMCOR 



Four-year old Gabe Lambou holds the change from his piggy bank, standing in front of 
health kits assembled by Aldersgate UMC in Slidell. When Gabe was told by his par¬ 
ents (John and Susan Lambou) that his church was collecting health kits and money for 
Haitian earthquake relief, Gabe asked his parents if he could smash his piggy bank and 
give the money to support the cause. Members of the congregation at Aldersgate UMC 
are shown assembling health kits for Haiti. The church spent three weeks collecting the 
materials for the kits and assembled more than 500 kits during a Sunday school hour 
as a collective church event. 

Members of David Haas Memorial United Methodist Church assembled health kits for 
Haiti after Sunday services on Feb. 7. Members of all ages joined in to create 100 kits. 
Dr. and Mrs. Oliver LaPrairie donated the toothbrushes, and all other items were pur¬ 
chased with donations from members of David Haas Memorial and White’s Chapel 
UMCs. Jim Molan, chair of the church’s Mission Committee, is pictured with Lylla and 
her grandmother, Martha Milligan. Shenandoah Elementary Student Council members 
asked the school’s families to prepare and donate health kits for distribution to earth¬ 
quake victims in Haiti. The students collected 265 health kits valued at over $3,000. 
Officers are, left to right, Tyler Hayes (fire marshal), Jayda Drury (fire marshal), Brooke 
Gabel (reporter), Kyra Lawrence (secretary), Ashley Martin (treasurer). Pictured on the 
back row are Jessica Martin (president), Gracie Evanco (historian) and Daisy Dale (vice 
president). Amy Butler, a member of Broadmoor UMC, Baton Rouge, is a 5th grade 
math teacher and Student Council sponsor at Shenandoah. Butler inspired the council 
to take on the project, and brought the finished kits to Broadmoor UMC for delivery to 
the UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin. A group of children participating in the 
Wednesday night program at First UMC in Pineville packed kits for Haiti as part of a 
mission project. 
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First UMC - Baton Rouge 


First United Methodist Church broke 
ground on Feb. 5 for a youth building and 
conference center which will be erected at 
the comer of East Boulevard and America 
Street. The project will cost $6 million. 

“This building will provide much need¬ 
ed space for a growing youth ministry,” 
said senior pastor Chris Andrews. “The 
building will also contain a 300-seat con¬ 
ference center which will provide our 
church with a large meeting facility and 
help us in our ministry to the community.” 

The project will also include some ren¬ 
ovations to the existing youth building and 
the rededication of space for adult 
Christian education. 


The church recently opened the 
McMains Center for Spiritual Formation 
on the west side of its campus. The addi¬ 
tion of the youth and conference center 
building will mean that First Methodist 
now occupies an entire city block in down¬ 
town Baton Rouge. 

Constmction is expected to take 18- 
24 months. Cangelosi Ward is the general 
contractor for the project. The photo shows 
members of the building committee, 
church leaders and staff, and the contractor 
turning the first shovel-full of dirt for the 
project. 


Grambling Wesley Foundation 


The Wesley Foundation at Grambling 
State University in Ruston focused on the 
needs of the homeless community in New 
Orleans during its third annual Leadership 
and Mission retreat. 

The group had assembled over 150 
meal kits that were distributed through the 
Dryades Street Mission on Valentine’s Day. 
The kits consisted of Vienna sausage, 
crackers, chips, a drink, a cookie, sardines 
and potted meat in a clear bag. The student 


leaders, along with Rev. Connie Breaux, 
shared in leading a worship service with St. 
Mark’s UMC where over 150 persons were 
“fed spiritually.” 

“Members of the homeless community 
thanked us and asked that we share that 
they also need blankets, socks, hats and 
gloves. Therefore if you are traveling to 
New Orleans, drop off a few things to the 
mission center on Dryades and Howard,” 
said Rev. Breaux. 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 


Noel Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport will hold a six- 
week series of art classes open to the 
general public starting March 22. The 
Noel Community Arts Program serves 
as part of the church’s community out¬ 
reach efforts. Classes include Hand 
Building Pottery (Saturdays from 10 
a.m.-12 n.n.), Wheel Throwing Pottery 
(Wednesdays, 5:30-8 p.m.), Beginning 
Drawing (Saturdays, 10 a.m.-12 n.n.), 
Making Crosses: A Creative 
Connection to God (Thursdays, 10-11 
a.m.), and Family Music Gymboree 
(Fridays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. and 
Sundays, 5-6 p.m.) 

Private music lessons in piano, 
voice, guitar, violin, organ, drums, per¬ 
cussion and woodwinds are also 
offered through the program. 

Scholarships are offered based upon 
financial need. 

For more information about the 
program call (318) 221-5207 or visit 
the church website at 
http://www.noelumc.org/ncap 



Judge Stewart receives Silver Torch award 


Judge Carl E. 

Stewart, United 
States Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, is 
the recipient of the 
Silver Torch Award 
presented by the 
General 

Commission on 
United Methodist 
Men of the United 
Methodist Church. 

The award is given 
to recognize adults who have given 
faithful service to the United Methodist 
Church at the regional, national or inter¬ 
national level through the Boy Scouts of 
America, Girl Scouts of the USA, Camp 
Fire USA, Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America, 4-H or United Methodist 
Youth. 


Judge Stewart is a former chairman 
of the United Methodist Men’s Scouting 
Ministry Committee and during his 
eight years as chair, he participated in a 
variety of national workshops, panels, 
and speaking engagements on behalf of 
scouting. He has participated as a facul¬ 
ty member at Philmont Scout Ranch in 
Cimarron, New Mexico and he partici¬ 
pated in the 2006 National Boy Scout 
Jamboree at Fort A.P. Hill, Virginia. He 
is a past president of Norwela Council, 
Boy Scouts of America in Shreveport 
and is currently Vice-President of the 
Scoutreach Committee. He also serves 
on the Boy Scouts of America National 
Multi-Cultural Markets Committee and 
he chairs the national Whitney M. 
Young, Jr. Service Award Selection 
Committee. 



Judge Carl E. 
Stewart 


Camphor UMC features children’s choir during Black History Month service 



The voices of the children’s choir from Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church in Scotlandville “Filled the air” during a Black History Month Celebration in February. Rev. 
Darlene A. Moore, pastor, is pictured with Rev. Mary. A. Robinson, special guests and the children after the service. 
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Leslie Landeche, Welcoming Ministries Director for First UMC in Slidell, shares informa 
tion with a first time guest on church programs from the church’s welcoming center. 
Activity bags, right, are offered at the back of the sanctuary for young visitors. 


Welcoming church, from page i 

welcoming center outside the sanctuary 
under a covered area, providing a central 
area for people to find information. 

Through an auction house owned by a 
member, Landeche was able to purchase a 
wheeled kiosk previously used by the post 
office. It was modified by a group of 
retired men at the church and set up to dis¬ 
play brochures, newsletters, guest gifts, 
programs notices, Sunday school class list¬ 
ings, maps and a number of other items fol¬ 
lowing the services. Leslie and church vol¬ 
unteers stand by the cart to answer ques¬ 
tions, give directions, or provide any other 
assistance needed to guests or members. 
“Wybra or Pattye (Rev. Hewitt, associate 
pastor) remind guests of the welcoming 
cart and its location at the end of each serv¬ 
ice just before the benediction. Also, ush¬ 
ers, greeters and other church members are 
very good about escorting newcomers to 
this area,” she explained. 

Providing adequate signage on the 
church campus was a major project for 
First UMC in 2009. “There are several 
entrances to the church campus and build¬ 
ings spread all around. The signs are very 
important in helping guests find their way 
around. At events and services that are 
heavily attended by guests, we take particu¬ 
lar care to see that greeters are stationed 
around the campus to direct guests,” said 
Landeche. 

The primary duties of this busy and 
enthusiastic welcoming “guru” include the 
following: greet guests following services; 
contact first-time guests by phone and 
mail; maintain records of guests/track 
attendance; contact guests as requested 
(when they check ’’desire a call” on the 
attendance registration, Leslie makes an 
initial call and then refers to the senior pas¬ 
tor when needed - often people have ques¬ 
tions about membership, programs, or min¬ 
istries which she is able to answer or assist 
in connecting the person to the program of 
interest); oversee gifts for guests; host a 
quarterly lunch for newcomers (Leslie 


always asks those attending, ’’What brought 
you back for your second visit?”; assist 
new members with placement in learning, 
fellowship and service groups within the 
church; communicate guest information to 
pastoral staff; coordinate and provide year¬ 
ly trainings to ushers and greeters; maintain 
a welcoming center near the sanctuary; 
design and distribute promotional items; 
assist pastors and staff in creating an 
atmosphere of warmth and friendliness 
with the church 

Landeche also maintains a photo display 
of new members; name tags for members; 
yearly training for ushers/greeters; mailing 
of letters to second-time guests (from 
Leslie) and to regular guests (from Wybra); 

“Nametags are a big help. The staff, 
ushers and many members wear them 
specifically to help those who are new to 


get to know others, and to know that some¬ 
one wearing a name tag can help them nav¬ 
igate the campus. With three services on 
Sundays, it helps members learn each oth¬ 
ers’ names. It is amazing how welcome 
someone feels when you can call them by 
name,” she added. 

Last year, First UMC completed the 
denomination’s welcoming certification 
process, and recently received notice on its 
second-year award. “I recommend the 
process to any church. Going through the 
application process has helped us assess 
what we do and it has also generated some 
new ideas. Right now, Rev. Hewitt is 
expanding First UMC’s fmd-a-church web¬ 
site with more information. She also makes 
sure that the church website is always 
updated,” said Landeche. 

Creating a “more formal” welcoming 



ministries team is a goal for Landeche. 
“There are a number of people who serve 
in some way, but I would like to meet at 
least quarterly to evaluate what we are 
doing, to share ideas, and ensure that we 
are involving as many people as possible,” 
Leslie said, adding that she is currently 
working with a member to create a DVD to 
give to guests. “It will share information 
visually about programs, ministries and 
other areas of the church.” 

Landeche hopes to attend further train¬ 
ing in the areas of hospitality, evangelism 
and welcoming. “I gained alot from the 
Rethink Evangelism conference held in 
Alexandria last year, and the Congress on 
Evangelism held in New Orleans this past 
January. There is always something new.” 


Student Forum 2010 to Focus 
on Social Justice Advocacy 


Cliff Kelley inducted into John Wesley Society 


Cliff Kelley, president of the 
Alexandria District of United 
Methodist Men, was inducted 
into the John Wesley Society by 
the Men’s Fellowship of First 
United Methodist Church, 
Pineville. 

Kelley was presented the 
award Jan. 3 for dedicated serv¬ 
ice to the Boy Scouts, the church, 
youth and the community. 

The past president of the UM 
Men group of the Pineville 
church, Kelley serves as the 
chairman of disaster relief for the 
Alexandria District. He also pro¬ 
vides financial support for the 
108-year-old Louisiana 



Left to right, Bob Nash, past president of First UMC, 
Pineville; J. Hinkley, former member of the board of 
directors for the UM Men Foundation; Cliff Kelley, a 
John Wesley Fellow; and David Tassin, president of 
UM Men of First UMC, gather after the January 
award presentation to Kelley. 


United Methodist college students will 
focus on advocacy for social justice at 
Student Forum 2010, the national leader¬ 
ship conference of the United Methodist 
Student Movement, sponsored by the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. 

Registration is now open for the event, 
which will be held May 27-30 at 
Shenandoah University in Winchester, Va. 

“Students will be given the opportunity 
to learn in-depth about one of eight differ¬ 
ent issues, including what they can do in 
their local communities to be advocates for 
themselves and others,” said the Rev. Meg 
Lassiat, director of Student Ministries, 
Vocation, and Enlistment at GBHEM. 

“One of the main goals of Forum is to give 
students the information and tools they 
need to apply what they have learned. I 
believe teaching students to advocate about 
different issues and providing them with 
resources they can use locally is one way 


we train students to be leaders in their local 
churches and campus ministries.” 

Student leaders from all over the U.S. 
are expected to gather for the conference, 
which is planned and organized by college 
students. The theme is “Jesus’ Story 
Empowering Disciples.” The conference 
will include leadership training, spiritual 
formation, and networking. 

The registration fee this year has been 
reduced to $75 per person. The fee 
includes all conference materials, lodging, 
meals, and a $5 contribution to the UMSM 
Mission Fund. 

Although registration for Student Forum 
is open to all young adult college and uni¬ 
versity students, each annual conference 
must still identify three voting student dele¬ 
gates and six alternate student delegates to 
the annual Student Forum. 

To register online or to leam more about 
the event, visit www.umsm.org/studentfo- 
rum. 


Methodist Children’s Home in 
Ruston by monthly sales of salsa sauce. 

The Rev. Mark Martin, pastor of First 
UMC, praised Kelley as a man who “gets 
things done well.” 

The Society of John Wesley was estab¬ 
lished in 1982 by the directors of the UM 
Men Foundation to recognize people who 


exemplify the characteristics of John 
Wesley. 

Men of First UMC contributed $1,000 
to the Foundation in order to present 
Kelley with the award. The foundation sup¬ 
ports scouting and men’s ministry around 
the world. 
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Experience "Extreme Living" when you attend 

Confirmation Day with the Bishop 
March 20, 2010 

The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

Join us for a fun filled day of exploring how being a member of The United Methodist Church pushes us into a way of life that is 
EXTREME! Christians, and specifically United Methodist Christians, are not boring. If we're doing it right, we're out on the edges. 

Come find out how! 

10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

Registration begins at 9:15 a.m. 

Program begins at 10 a.m. 

Cost: $25 per person 

(This covers lunch, t-shirt & program cost) 

Registration Deadline is NOON, March 15 

Registrations/Changes after March 15 will be accepted on a space available basis and will be assessed a $12 per person late fee 

http://events.Signllp4.com/ConfirmationDay 


Grace Chapel seeks 
to expand at 
Cottonport prison 

Grace Chapel, housed in Avoyelles 
Correctional Center (AVC) in Cottonport, 
was the first of 11 chapels built by the 
Louisiana Prison Chapel Foundation. 

The chapel was dedicated in December 
of 2001, and we can rejoice in the fact that 
the influence of the chapel has brought 
violence down in the prison. 

At times Grace Chapel has been over¬ 
crowded and offenders have had to attend 
services in other areas of the prison. Early 
in 2009, Warden Lynn Cooper and 
Chaplain Leslie Draper decided that more 
space would be desirable. They and several 
friends of the chapel met to work out a 
plan for adding that space. 

Grace & Hebert, architects for the origi¬ 
nal chapel, have now provided plans 
which have been approved. The cost esti¬ 
mate for expansion is approximately 
$225,000 which includes architect fees and 
an audio/visual system. 

Those wishing to know more about giv¬ 
ing to the Louisiana Prison Chapel 
Foundation, and specifically to this project, 
may contact Cindy Mann at (225) 769- 
7023 or lpcf@chapels.org 


Position Available 

St. John’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge, 9375 Highland Road, 
seeks full-time Communications 
Director/ Administrative Assistant for 
busy office. Send resumes to 
commresume@gmail.com. 



WESLEYc ENTER 

A Spiritual Retreat Center of the United Methodist Church 


Who do we SERVE? 

• Churches 

• Sunday School Classes 

• United Methodist Women & Men 

• Youth and Mission Organizations 

• Individuals & Families 

• Choir Clinics & Retreats 

What do we OFFER? 

• Affordable Rates 

• Deluxe Lodging 

• Large & Small Meeting Spaces 

• Spacious Outdoor Pavilion 

• Paved & Straw Walking Trails 

• Delicious Meals 



Summer Dates Are 
Still Available! 


Contact us today to plan your 
next event 


(318)449-4500 
2350 Methodist Parkway 
Woodworth, LA 71485 
www.thewesleycenter.com 











8 


Louisiana 


Conference^^ 


MARCH 12, 2010 


Peoples United Methodist Church: Good deeds 



Peoples United Methodist Church in 
New Orleans rebuilt with “insurance pro¬ 
ceeds, grants, donations, volunteer labor 
and prayer” after Hurricane Katrina 
closed down the church for more than a 
year. 

During that reorganizing year, Peoples 
UMC was part of Cooperative Parish #3 
and was served by four pastors. One of 
those pastors, Rev. Eunice Chigumira, 
helped the congregation navigate through 
the complicated rebuilding process. 
Though eager to return to worship in our 
sanctuary, the congregation was even 
more anxious to serve the Central City 
Neighborhood in which People’s is locat¬ 
ed. 

Once flooded by Hurricane Katrina, 
the revamped Social Hall boasts a com¬ 
mercial kitchen in which the congrega¬ 
tion distributed housing vouchers to 425 
homeless people in 2009. In response to 
the needs of the community, the church 
has also begun a monthly feeding pro¬ 
gram which averages about 60 people per 
month. Instead of paper plates and plastic 
forks, Thanksgiving and Christmas 
lunches were served on fine china with 
silverware. 


on good china 

Some of the comments heard from 
those served were: “It has been years 
since I ate off a real plate with real silver¬ 
ware.” “It made me feel like I was really 
at home”. Because of the response, the 
church uses real plates and silverware 
exclusively for the feeding program. 

Most recently, the ministry has expanded 
to distribute clothing, hygiene kits and 
cleaning materials. 

The community surrounding People’s 
UMC is impoverished and has many 
needs. These good works have not been 
accomplished by a large, wealthy congre¬ 
gation—they have been done by less than 
60 members, many of whom are still try¬ 
ing to recover from the effects of 
Hurricane Katrina. One is reminded of 
Margaret Mead’s quote: “Never doubt 
that a small group of committed people 
can change the world.” This small group 
is trying to change a small comer of the 
world in the name of Jesus Christ, one 
person at a time. 

For more information about this out¬ 
reach ministry, contact Rev. Eunice 
Chigumira at (504) 522-1249. 


Award to honor 
church fostering 
new young leaders 

The Foundation for Evangelism 
announces a new award, the Culture of the 
Call Church Award. The purpose of this 
award is to recognize one local congrega¬ 
tion of The United Methodist Church each 
year that has a history of having young 
people 35 or younger respond to God’s call 
to full-time Christian service as a result of 
their being active in the life of that church. 
The Foundation for Evangelism wants to 
recognize and highlight churches that are 
helping to raise up generations of leaders 
with a passion for evangelism. 

The Foundation has been recognizing 
excellence in evangelism in The United 
Methodist Church for many years - the 
Distinguished Evangelist of The United 
Methodist Church Award and the Harry 
Denman Evangelism Awards. The Culture 
of the Call Church Award will be the third 
such award. 

Nominations for this award are now 
being sought. You may print the nomina¬ 
tion form and mail or email to: 

Jack Ewing 

The Foundation for Evangelism 

P.O. Box 985 

Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 

Nominations@FoundationForEvangelis 

m.org 

The deadline for nomination is April 
10,2010. The selected church will be 
notified in early May and recognized at 
their 2010 annual conference. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


Create a Legacy. . . 



Learn how to 
create your legacy! 

Visit our web site or call us today 



That Brings a 
Lifetime of Benefits 

Establish a charitable gift annuity with 

your United Methodist Foundation and: 

• Lock in fixed income for life 

• Receive a current income tax 
deduction 

• Provide for the future 
of your faith 

• Create a legacy to 
benefit future 
generations 


Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 

Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.3% 

75 

6.3 

80 

7.1 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- -of --— 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umf.org 
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Conference cooks asked for recipes for book 


Attention all you wonderful United 
Methodist cooks and chefs! Recipes are 
now being gathered for a Louisiana Annual 
Conference cookbook entitled “Shall We 
Gather at the Kitchen?” 

The recipe book, sponsored by the 
Conference Global Health Initiative Task 
Force, is focusing on healthy recipes that 


taste good too! 

Heart healthy recipes, low sodium 
recipes, recipes for diabetics, and low fat 
recipes. We need them all. 

Please give the recipe a category (i.e. 
salad, dessert); how many it serves; cook¬ 
ing time and temperatures; accurate meas¬ 
urements on ingredients; and double check 


to make sure all of the ingredients and 
cooking steps are listed. 

If possible, provide nutritional value 
and/or food exchanges printed at the bot¬ 
tom of each recipe. . . and don’t forget to 
proof it carefully. 

See Recipes, page 8 


Inspiring Youth 



Sylvester O’ Chieng, right, serves as youth director for Fellowship UMC in Bossier City, La. O’Chieng, 30 years old, is a native 
of Kenya, East Africa. He has served as a missionary and has attended seminary in preparation for becoming a Catholic priest. 
O’Chieng kneels with members of Fellowship’s youth group by the community garden they planted. 


Native Kenyan serves as local church youth director 


Sylvester O’Chieng is a 30-year-old 
native of Kenya, East Africa. He has 
served as a missionary to Tanzania and 
attended seminary in the hopes of becom¬ 
ing a Catholic priest. 

He is employed as a community sup¬ 
port worker for a mental health rehabili¬ 
tation agency helping children and their 
families manage conditions like ADHD 
and impulse control disorder. 

Adding to his long list of endeavors, 
Sylvester serves as youth director for 


Fellowship United Methodist Church in 
Bossier City, La. 

“Serving as youth director to me 
means to nurture the young people spiri¬ 
tually and to help them understand that 
they are being questioned by life. And 
they can only answer to life by answering 
for their own life—by being responsible,” 
said O’Chieng. 

Rev. David Melville, pastor of 
Fellowship UMC, is impressed by 
Sylvester’s qualifications, level of spiritu¬ 


ality and fresh attitude that he brings to 
the job. “His round smiles, and at times 
serious, contemplative expressions, have 
added to the United Methodist mosaic 
here at Fellowship UMC. We are learning 
from him as he learns about and from us. 

I believe his ethnic, cultural and denomi¬ 
national differences (from our congrega¬ 
tion) remind us of how we contrast with 
many others in the world, and yet what 
we have in common through Christ.” 

See Fellowship UMC, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


A Visit 

Just two weeks ago Kay and I were 
privileged to join a team of volunteers 
from Louisiana Volunteers in Mission for 
a wonderful visit to the Wame Baby 
Fold, located in Bareilly, India. The 
occasion was for the dedication of a 
beautiful chapel on the campus of the 
baby fold, an orphanage established by 
early missionaries in India. The chapel 
was constructed by VIM teams from our 
conference, and by professional labor 
paid for with monies raised from church¬ 
es and individuals throughout Louisiana. 
It is a beautiful building, and is sort of 
the “crown jewel” of this lovely campus. 

We were greeted and welcomed to 
India by Bishop and Mrs. Vijay Kumar, 
resident bishop of the area in which 
Wame Baby Fold is located. They treat¬ 
ed us with genuine hospitality and made 
sure our arrival in Bareilly was an enjoy¬ 
able one. From the moment of our 
arrival on the flower-adorned campus, 
we knew we were going to be treated to 
a wonderful occasion. The children of 
the baby fold greeted us and other visit¬ 
ing folk with a delightful musical pro¬ 
gram on Saturday night. They shared 
several folk songs and dances of that par¬ 
ticular region of India and they were just 
beautiful in their radiance and joy. 

The dedication service on Sunday was 
one filled with great happiness on the 
part of the residents and was indeed a 
special moment in my personal life. It is 
always amazing to go to other parts of 
this great planet and see the Cross and 
Flame of The United Methodist Church 
displayed alongside the emblems of the 
indigenous church of the region. It is 
such a blessing to know we work in tan¬ 
dem with The Methodist Church of India 
in serving the needs of God’s people. 

On Sunday afternoon I had the privi¬ 
lege of preaching at the large Methodist 
Church in Bareilly. Again, we were 
warmly greeted and welcomed by the 
pastor of the church and it was fun 
preaching to the congregation, standing 
beside my interpreter who translated my 
English into Hindi for the hearers. 

Hymns were familiar, Christian fellow¬ 
ship was the same, and the breaking of 
bread and pouring of wine for Holy 
Communion was the uniting bond. It 
was a beautiful day from start to finish. 

We remained for a few days in order 
to visit some other Methodist institutions 
that have been historically affiliated with 
our General Board of Global Ministries, 
and, in particular, with the Women’s 
Division. We were able to be on the 
campus of Clara Swain Hospital, Isabella 
Thobum College for Women, and a cou¬ 
ple of Methodist High Schools in 
Lucknow. Everywhere you travel there 


to India 

are the footprints of 
those who have gone 
before to establish 
the church in this 
beautiful part of 
God’s world. 

I must say that 
India is as exotic as 
it is portrayed to be! 
The traffic and driv¬ 
ing is absolutely 
chaotic! Now I have a better idea of just 
how sacred a “sacred cow” can be. 

When one of these unfettered animals 
decides to overtake the highway, you just 
have to stop and let it do whatever it 
chooses to do! There are many “lessons” 
to learn from the ways sacred cows can 
totally hold up progress, but that is a 
reflection for another time! 

The agricultural scene is fascinating 
with beautiful plots of farming all man¬ 
aged and harvested by hand labor! Large 
fields of wheat were just ready to ripen 
and make themselves ready for harvest. 
Men, women and children were digging 
large fields of potatoes. The mango trees 
were in bloom, the banana trees were in 
full production, and sugar cane was 
being harvested by the truckload. 

Religious pilgrimages by Hindu faith¬ 
ful were part of our experience as well. 
They were walking a 200 kilometer dis¬ 
tance in five days, and the pilgrims were 
numbered in the multiple thousands! 

They clogged the roads with their densi¬ 
ty. Several of us remarked that we 
doubted we could get hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Christians to walk such a dis¬ 
tance for a religious pilgrimage! 

Our visit to the Mahatma Gandhi 
Memorial was a peaceful moment in the 
otherwise chaotic scene. Just standing 
by the flat marble platform, beautified 
with geometrical flower arrangements 
lain on the flat surface brought a sense of 
calm to one’s soul. 

There’s so much I could say about 
this special visit. But the main thing I 
want you to hear is that you have been a 
part of securing and blessing the lives of 
children through sisters and brothers who 
have gone on our behalf to build a chapel 
in an orphanage that is a world away 
from our shores. That’s the beauty and 
the privilege of being a follower of Jesus. 
“Go ye into all the world . . . .” 

A blessed Holy Week and Easter to all 
of you. 

In Christ’s love, 

fall 

William W. Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Members of the Louisiana Conference Native American United Methodist Task Force 
met in February to discuss the annual conference-wide offering taken on Native 
American Ministries Sunday April 25. 

Native American Sunday offering April 25 


Members of the Louisiana Conference 
Native American United Methodist Task 
Force met Feb. 20 at Clanton Chapel in 
Dulac to discuss ways to increase this 
year’s Native American Ministries Sunday 
Offering. 

The annual offering is slated this year 
for Sunday, April 25. Funding from the 
collection supports these Native American 
ministries in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference: Clanton Chapel Christian 
Preschool (a Louisiana Conference 
advance special), and the Dulac 
Community Center (a General church 


advance special). Other national Native 
American programs, including scholar¬ 
ships, are also supported. 

Native American Ministries Sunday rec¬ 
ognizes and supports the contributions of 
Native Americans to the church and socie¬ 
ty. The observance, approved by the 1988 
General Conference, is one of six special 
church wide Sunday offerings. For more 
information, contact Pastor Kirby Verret at 
Clanton Chapel (985-856-5037), or Jamie 
Billiot with the Dulac Community Center 
(985-563-7483). 


Peace with Justice grants deadline May 12 


How are we reaching out to the commu¬ 
nity in our local churches? Are you spon¬ 
soring programs that provide safe sanctu¬ 
ary for children? Senior adults? Evacuees? 

If so, you may apply to the Conference 
Board of Church and Society for special 
handing for your project. Each year local 
churches are asked to participate in Peace 
with Justice Sunday and a special offering. 
Half of the offering received stays in our 


Annual Conference to be used as grant 
money for programs that strive to make our 
communities safer, more just places. 

The deadlines for grant applications are 
May 12 and Sept. 13. For more informa¬ 
tion, or for an application, please contact: 
Rev. James A. Graham, P. O. Box 288, 
Natchitoches, LA 71457, or email jgra- 
ham993@aol.com or call (318) 797-2464. 


Louisiana Conferenced^^? 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
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You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 





















MARCH 26, 2010 


Louisiana 


3 



At a joint meeting of the Committee on Faith and Order and the United Methodist Ministry Study Commission, Bishop Alfred Gwinn said, ‘God is up to something with The United 
Methodist Church.” At that same meeting, Rev. Jay Williams added that the ordination process is cumbersome. Guaranteed appointments were the focus of the meeting. 

United Methodist commission tackles guaranteed appointments 


A United Methodist commission 
charged with developing ways to improve 
clergy effectiveness is considering recom¬ 
mending the elimination of guaranteed 
appointments. 

In a joint meeting with the Committee 
on Faith and Order this week, members of 
the Ministry Study Commission raised con¬ 
cerns about the practice of promising some 
clergy lifetime jobs. 

“We decided that the system of guaran¬ 
teed appointments has created mediocrity, 
an expectation that clergy will have a job 
no matter how effective they are and that 
churches will get a pastor even if they are 
not functioning in a healthy way or partici¬ 
pating in living missionally,” said the Rev. 
Amy Gearhart, an elder in the Missouri 
Annual (regional) Conference and a com¬ 
mission member. 

The ministry commission and the 
Committee on Faith and Order met and 


shared their work March 16 as both prepare 
reports for the 2012 General Conference, 
the top legislative body of the denomina¬ 
tion. 

The joint meeting was to share and get 
“push back” on some of the issues both 
groups are grappling with, said Bishop 
Alfred Gwinn, chair of the ministry study 
group. 

The Committee on Faith and Order was 
given leadership in reflecting on matters of 
faith, doctrinal teaching, order and disci¬ 
pline in the church. 

The team is focusing on recruitment, 
discernment and formation for professional 
ministry; ordination and sacramental 
authority; and clergy appointments. 

Historically, biblically and theologically, 
The United Methodist Church has practiced 
itineration, Gearhart said. Having bishops 
assign clergy to churches has been a tradi¬ 
tion in United Methodism dating back to 


John Wesley. 

However, clergy need to understand 
itinerancy is not something they do in 
exchange for a guaranteed appointment to a 
church, she said. 

“We have heard pastors say, ‘I will give 
you the practice of itinerating my family 
and my life and my household if you give 
me a guaranteed appointment.”’ 

The two are not meant to be used 
against each other, she said. 

“Itinerancy is effective and a response to 
covenantal obedience to a particular call 
from God,” she said. “Itinerancy is not just 
about moving.” 

The Rev. Jay Williams of the New York 
Annual (regional) Conference said the 
church’s fear of not having enough young 
clergy and the assumption of guaranteed 
appointments also has resulted in a cum¬ 
bersome and often lengthy process to enter¬ 
ing ministry. 


“The 2004 and 2008 General 
Conferences have done strong work in 
streamlining the process so we are already 
under way,” he said. “I personally have 
experienced that the process is extraordi¬ 
narily difficult to navigate.” 

There needs to be a paradigm shift to a 
“culture of call” during the candidacy 
stage, he added. “We need to deploy those 
who are called into ordination quickly.” 

“This has been a productive conversa¬ 
tion,” said Bishop David Yemba, chair of 
the Faith and Order Committee. “It is good 
to hear what is going on in the ministry 
study group. It’s a starting point, but we 
still have some issues.” 

Gwinn agreed the task was large. 

“I invite you to be honorary members of 
the ministry study commission,” he said. 
“God is up to something with The United 
Methodist Church. If the church is to catch 
a new vision, it will take broad ownership.” 


Six fun, non-worship ways to reach youth and college students 


Rethink Church can mean going into the 
community and moving outside the tradi¬ 
tional roles expected of the church. 

Creating entertaining, meaningful activities 
for youth and college-aged seekers can 
open doors to this elusive demographic. 

Identify opportunities to build friend¬ 
ships and gain trust. That’s it—no hidden 
agendas, no bait and switch. It’s fun for the 
sake of a different kind of fellowship, 
according to Rev. Mike Slaughter of 
Ginghamsburg United Methodist Church, 
Tipp City, Ohio. 

More than 30 years ago, Slaughter 
arrived at a two-room chapel with a tiny 
congregation in a community of 22 homes 
about 16 miles north of Dayton, Ohio. 
Today, on an average weekend, the 
Ginghamsburg campus hosts more than 
5,000 people participating in a multitude of 
ministries. 

However, Slaughter doesn’t focus on 
“getting the numbers.” The author of 
Change the World says Ginghamsburg is a 
“missional” church. “People look for 


meaning, not for meetings,” he explains. 
The church’s success comes from provid¬ 
ing ways for non-members to find meaning 
whether it’s through a myriad of mission 
outreaches—including a church-sponsored 
food pantry, mission trips, tutoring at-risk 
students—or even its teen battle of the 
bands. 

Children are a big focus for the church. 
A separate web site, The Avenue, was creat¬ 
ed for youth and includes sections for mid¬ 
dle school, high school and college stu¬ 
dents. Offering non-worship oriented youth 
ministry is important. Children feel more 
comfortable asking their friends to partici¬ 
pate in an activity rather than to attend a 
worship service, Slaughter says. Some 
ideas include: 

1 . Start a Clubhouse. More than 20 
years ago, Ginghamsburg created The 
Clubhouse program to respond to the sig¬ 
nificant at-risk youth problem in the 
Dayton area. Trained teens lead groups of 
at-risk elementary students. Each day has 
its own focus: tutoring, sports/arts, learning 


exploration and faith. The program started 
in a single school, moved to a vacant store¬ 
front the second year, and now operates 
from eight clubhouses in the area. More 
than 350 teens (assisted by 60 adults) lead 
the clubhouse program for 350-plus chil¬ 
dren 120 days a year. In addition to gaining 
significant leadership skills, the teens can 
earn college scholarships. 

2. Put on the blades. Ginghamsburg 
hosts a weekly skate party. Play a mix of 
Christian and appropriate secular songs so 
the youth will hear familiar songs and leam 
some new ones. 

3. Get the groove on. It’s the Battle of 
the Bands each winter in Ginghamsburg. 
Not only do teens grab their guitars, drums 
and keyboards for the competition, but they 
also bring their friends and family, because 
winners are selected based on fan support. 
Other musical ideas include hosting age 
and content-appropriate concerts and 
dances. 

4. Take a road trip. Let youth see 
what’s beyond their neighborhood. Tour the 


best pizza joints in a neighboring big city. 
Head to the slopes or to sand and waves. 
Youth will enjoy having the opportunity to 
travel, hanging with their friends and 
stretching their “adult” muscles. 

5. Get out the door. Host opportunities 
for teens and college students to get out¬ 
doors in your community. Invite them to 
pick up a paddle, grab a paintball gun or 
put on their hiking boots. Provide trans¬ 
portation. Be sure to pack snacks or a lunch 
as college students rely on their school 
cafeterias and don’t have a big stock of 
food to pack and take. 

6. Connect at local establishments. 
Organize a dart league or pool tournament 
in someone’s home or create a bowling 
league at nearby alleys where college stu¬ 
dents hang out. Don’t forget to ask the stu¬ 
dents in your church what they already do 
for fun. You’ll leam some valuable infor¬ 
mation. They also can help plan and imple¬ 
ment the event, serving as front-line 
recmiters. 
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Bethel UMC - Deville 



Bethel United Methodist Church located 
in Deville, La. has long been known for its 
support of national and local missions. 

Located in the Alexandria District, 
Bethel UMC collects special offerings and 
has designated giving for St. Jude’s and 
Shriner’s hospitals, which both serve the 
needs of critically ill children. 

Bethel’s church council supports the 
belief that a Christian wedding or funeral 
should be the right of anyone from the 
community who requests one, and offers 
their facilities to those in need. 

Community outreach events are hall¬ 
marked by the church’s annual Living 
Nativity and an interchurch Christmas 
parade. Every year, a “mission” Christmas 
tree stands on the altar. Angels and orna¬ 
ments from the tree are purchased in mem¬ 
ory or in honor of someone with the funds 
received going toward a designated mis¬ 
sion. 

Members of the community can enjoy 
four separate productions of the Living 


Nativity, which includes live donkeys, 
sheep, a cow, the Christmas Angel, Mary, 
Joseph, three Wise Men, shepherds of all 
sizes, and “an occasional live baby”. Hot 
chocolate, homemade cookies, s’mores and 
spiced apple cider are offered to warm the 
visitors while listening to Christmas music 
beside a campfire as they observe the 
scene. 

The custom of Heritage Sunday has 
been revived. Dr. Purvis Sanson, historian 
and lay speaker, spoke on Bethel UMC’s 
history as far back as the late 1800’s. 
Dinner was served on the grounds featur¬ 
ing authentic food and clothing from that 
era. 

Once a month family meals are served, 
celebrating birthdays and holidays. Usually 
the main dish is cooked on a large pit and 
often traditional Methodist casseroles are 
served. 

The membership of Bethel UMC has 
increased by 12 percent this year. Rev. 
Richard serves as pastor for the church. 


2010 Pre-Conference Meetings 


2010 Conference Theme: 



“Whole World, 

Whole People” 

Acadiana 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

First UMC, 
Lafayette 


Monday, May 3 

6 p.m. 

Patterson UMC 

Alexandria 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Newman UMC 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Jefferson UMC 

Lake Charles 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Welsh UMC 

Monroe 

Monday, May 3 

6:30 p.m. 

St. Mark’s UMC 
Lincoln Rd, 
Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 16 

3 p.m. 

Munholland 

UMC 

Shreveport 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Christ UMC 


Sunday, May 2 

6 p.m. 

Lakeview 

UMC, Minden 



St. Andrew’s UMC - Baton Rouge 


The Pathfinders Sunday school class 
along with the youth group from St. 
Andrew’s United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge recently hosted a silent auc¬ 
tion to benefit youth missions. Two hun¬ 
dred tickets were sold for the event which 
featured the auction and a varied menu of 
party foods served by members of the 
youth group. 

There was something for everyone to 
bid on including date night packages, spa 
packages and a trip to Orlando (which 

Moss Bluff UMC 

Moss Bluff United Methodist Women 
invite the general public to a Book Review 
and Mission Study on May 8 from 9 a.m.-l 
p.m. at the church. 

The book, Dark Exodus: the Lost Girls 
of Sudan , will be presented by author 
Beverly Parkhurst Moss and Nanywuor 
Deng, a Sudanese survivor. 

The event, sponsored by the UMW of 
Lake Charles District, will also feature a 


included tickets to Disney World and 
Universal Studios, a gas card, a golf pack¬ 
age and a restaurant gift certificate.) The 
grand prize of the evening was a week- 
long stay in a vacation home in Costa Rica. 

The event raised proceeds of $15,000. 

In June, the youth group will serve in 
Dulac, La. helping with construction proj¬ 
ects such as painting, installing flooring, 
installing paneling and building handicap 
accessible ramps. 


luncheon and a nursery will be provided. 

Moss Bluff UMC is located at 735 Sam 
Houston Jones Parkway in Moss Bluff. 

Contact the church office (337-855- 
6241), Ouida Smith (337-855-3592), or 
Nell Hayes (337-477-5258) to reserve a 
place, free of charge. For nursery or other 
information, contact Carolyn Langley at 
langleytlc@hotmail.com or call (337) 855- 
7991 (home) or (337) 540-9148 (cell). 



St Luke UMC - Greenwell Springs 


Mary O. Fisher, a lifetime member of 
St. Luke United Methodist Church in 
Greenwell Springs, celebrated her 107th 
birthday Feb. 25 with family and friends at 
the home of her daughter, Mildred Batiste. 

The centenarian is looking forward to 
attending the 2010 Louisiana Annual 


Conference, “if it’s God’s will.” Later this 
year, Fisher plans to visit her oldest grand¬ 
son in Virginia. 

She also plans on making a visit to see 
her youngest granddaughter who resides in 
Florida before leaving on a cruise for 
Europe. 
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Enjoy fun, fellowship and faith at Louisiana’s UM church camps 



Each and every year, thousands of youth 
and adults find a special place in their heart 
for Church Camp. Not just because of the 
exciting adventures and lasting memories, 
but because camp is making a difference in 
their lives in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Whether experiencing awesome sum¬ 
mer camp fun or a church retreat on a get¬ 
away weekend, Church Camp is a place set 
apart from our fast-paced world. When 
you step foot on any one of your three 
United Methodist Camp and Retreat 
Centers in Louisiana, you experience a 
welcome sense of hospitality—a place set 
apart where your life will be changed. The 
sincere prayer of the leadership teams at all 
three camps is that you will claim a special 
place in your heart for YOUR church camp 
because of what God is doing there. 

This summer alone, Camp Istrouma, 
Uskichitto Retreat Center, and Caney 
Conference Centre have more than 20 dif¬ 
ferent events to choose from over seven 
weeks! Awesome activities to be found at 
camp in a safe environment include: 
Canoeing, Low and High Ropes Courses, 


Climbing Wall, Swimming, Exciting 
Worship and Interactive Bible Study, 
Archery, Great tasting food, Sports, 

Games, and much more. 

You can count on seeing old friends at 
camp and expect to make new ones. Those 
coming to camp this summer will have the 
opportunity to grow closer in their journey 
with Jesus Christ, and to see Him touch 
their lives in amazing ways. We look for¬ 
ward to seeing you this year! 

Your three camps, and their locations, 
are: 

Camp Istrouma, located in South-East 
Louisiana, under the leadership of Garth 
and Monique Frenzel. Visit the website at 
www.campistrouma.com 

Uskichitto Retreat Center, located in 
South-West Louisiana, under the leadership 
of Jason and Dawn Wright. Visit 
www.campurc.com 

Caney Conference Centre, located in 
North-West Louisiana, under the leadership 
of James Parkerson. Visit www.caney- 
camp.com 
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Georgia church reaches out with drive-through 


prayer ministry 



Snellville United Methodist Church members Wyndie Powell (left) and Susan White wave to drivers on U.S. 78 while promoting the 
church's drive-through prayer ministry. It's the second time the church has conducted the alternative prayer service. 


It’s a drive-through that doesn’t serve 
fast food. Just a soothing voice — and a 
prayer. 

As thousands of drivers whizzed along 
U.S. 78 late one afternoon this week, about 
25 vehicles pulled under the portico at 
Snellville United Methodist Church. 
Perhaps the drivers were laid off from their 
job, recently divorced or just diagnosed 
with cancer. Or were just driving. 

Whatever the circumstance, congrega¬ 
tion members leaned in, listened and shared 
a prayer from 4 to 6 p.m. at the church’s 
second drive-through prayer session, an 
outreach practiced by fewer than a dozen 
churches nationwide, senior pastor Dr. 
Richard Hunter said. 

“We figure with so many people dealing 
with work issues, employment, family, that 
if they’re driving home from work, they 
may want a comforting ear,” Hunter said. 
“Many people right now are hopeless and 
looking for hope. So we put out the signs 
to let people know if they need a prayer, 
we’re here.” 

The 15 or so congregation members 
didn’t ask for names or donations. The 
drive-through service was free, open to 
anyone of any religion and typically lasted 
five to 10 minutes. 

“I always feel better when I know 
someone’s praying with me or for me,” 
said Wyndie Powell, who waved to passing 
cars while helping hold a sign that read: 
“Need prayer? Next right.” 

Hunter said the idea came from a church 
magazine that exalted the practice as a way 
to minister to communities. Snellville 
UMC, he said, wanted to reach out to folks 
who might not otherwise venture inside the 
gray stone building across from City Hall. 

“When you have an impressive structure 
like this, with the tall steeple and stain- 
glassed windows, people used to perceive 
that as very inviting and open,” he said. 
“That has changed. What we find now is, 
we have to meet people where they are.” 

Dr. Ron Johnson, professor of mission 
and evangelism at Mercer University, said 
that while drive-through prayer was taking 


place in other regions such as Arizona and 
Texas, he doesn’t believe it’s a big trend. 

“It’s certainly not what you call main¬ 
stream at this point,” Johnson said. “What 
typically is happening, I think, it’s appeal¬ 
ing to those people who are very uncom¬ 
fortable about going to church. It gives 


people an anonymous kind of outlet.” 

The church’s first drive-through was in 
December, when about 20 vehicles filed 
through. The event was so successful, 
Hunter said, the church plans to hold the 
service four times a year, though the next 
date has yet to be set. 


“I think anything that gets people to at 
least consider God is a good thing,” said 
Snellville Councilman Tod Warner, who 
honked his horn while driving past the 
church. “It’s an innovative and interesting 
way to get the message out. In these days, 
we need more of it.” 


Ashram set for Lake Junaluska 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson will 
serve as one of six distinguished speakers 
at the North American Christian Ashram 
slated for July 13-16 at Lake Junaluska 
Camp and Conference Center in North 
Carolina. 

The retreat, entitled “Kingdom Living 
in the 21st Century”, will celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the Christian Ashram 
movement in the United States. 

Bishop Hutchinson joins Dr. Maxie 
Dunnam, Dr. Evelyn Laycock, Bishop 
Richard Looney, Bishop James Swanson 
and Rev. Dr. Diane Walker as keynote 
speakers. 

The Lake Junaluska Christian Ashram is 
scheduled in a manner that allows families 
to arrive before the event begins or stay 
after it has concluded in order to take 
advantage of activities and sites in the sur¬ 
rounding area. The historic town of 
Waynesville and the Great Smoky 


Mountain National Park are only minutes 
away. Nearby Ashville is the home of the 
world famous Biltmore Estate. 

Registration for the event is $60 per 
person ages 21 and over, $30 per person 
ages 6-20. The maximum family fee for 
registration is $150. Registration fees 
should be mailed to B. Fosmire, NACA 
Registrar, P. O. Box 85, Flat Rock, NC 
28731. Email 

bfosmire@christianashram.org for registra¬ 
tion information. 

Room reservations must be made direct¬ 
ly with the Lake Junaluska Camp and 
Conference Center at (800) 222-4930. 

Each room holds up to four persons and 
rates vary with the number of persons in 
the room. Meals are $29 per day. 

For more information, visit www.chris- 
tianashram.org or call the central office in 
Ruston at (318) 232-0004. 


Christian Formation Conference slated April 15-17 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson, 
speaking on “Holiness of Heart and 
Life”, will open the Christian Formation 
Conference slated for April 15-17 at 
Centenary College in Shreveport. The 
event focuses on “weaving our lives 
together with the Spirit of God and one 
another.” This second annual conference 
offers soul care with plenary talks and 
breakout sessions to invigorate the spiri¬ 
tual lives of individuals and congrega¬ 
tions. 

Rev. Jerry Haas, spiritual director for 
the Upper Room’s new Center for 
Spiritual Formation, will guide the 
remaining plenary sessions. Mark 
Sorensen, director of College and Young 
Adult ministries at First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport, will lead confer¬ 
ence worship. 

Breakout sessions will offer opportu¬ 
nities to consider individual and corpo¬ 


rate spiritual practices, congregational 
discernment, visual and sacramental wor¬ 
ship, Christian parenting and monastic 
community for the 21st Century. 
Participants will experience the 
labyrinth, a prayer walk, sand ministry, 
and individual and group spiritual direc¬ 
tion. Laity and clergy of all denomina¬ 
tions are welcome. 

Hosts for the conference are The 
Academy for Spiritual Leadership, the 
Christian Leadership Center at Centenary 
College, First United Methodist Church 
of Baton Rouge, and First United 
Methodist Church of Shreveport. 

Participants can earn 15 CEUs for 
attending. 

Cost of the event is $125. To register 
or for more information (including the 
full conference schedule) call (318) 869- 
5156 or visit ttp://www.centenary.edu/ 
clc/formation. 
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Authentic evangelism achieved by starting with centering prayer, says Campolo 


BY REV.JOHN G. DESCHNER, 

PASTOR OF LORANGER UMC, AND CHERRI 
JOHNSON, SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR 

Tony Campolo, featured speaker at the 
conference-sponsored Rethink Evangelism 
event held last November, says he starts 
each day with centering prayer. The 
renowned evangelist added that he ends 
each day with a “prayer of examine.” 

These two prayer steps, he added, are cen¬ 
tral to his daily life and spiritual practice. 

Campolo went on to say that when it 
comes to evangelism, “Who you are is the 
witness. Who you are speaks louder than 
anything you are going to say. Most of 
what I have to say today is simply reaching 
back into the teachings of John Wesley, 
who made it very clear that before you can 
ever move out and be evangelistic and win 
people to Christ, this has to be said: You 
yourself have to be spiritually enlivened.” 

Campolo devoted a large part of his first 
session at the Rethink Evangelism event to 
talking about prayer and spiritual renewal, 
and how important they are for evangelism. 

We must experience God’s love if we 
hope to share it with others. This is not a 
new concept... it is one as old as our 
Christian heritage. 

The following article takes a deeper 
look at centering prayer and gives the steps 
to performing this kind of prayer. Tony 
Campolo encouraged us all to spend more 
time in prayer— both for the sake of evan¬ 
gelism and for the sake of our own rela¬ 
tionship with God. 

At the heart of centering prayer is 
awareness of God’s presence and love. It 
allows us to “know” God and the love of 


Fellowship UMC, from page 1 

The congregation— particularly parents 
of youth—and Rev. Melville are excited 
that O’Chieng has gotten the young people 
more involved in local, district and confer¬ 
ence activities. “As small and even medi¬ 
um-sized churches struggle with the means 
to offer effective youth ministry, Sylvester 
believes that we should join with and take 
advantage of our denomination’s connec- 
tional structure. We were not connected 
with other youth and other churches before; 
now we are,” said Rev. Melville. 

Elizabeth and Jim Wagner, whose sons 
Nicholas, John and Steven are members of 
Fellowship UMC’s youth, said, “As parents 
we were very impressed with Sylvester 
from the beginning. He met with all of the 
parents and asked us for our input as to 
what we would like to see happen in the 
youth group. He also visited with the youth 
and asked them what they would like to do 
in their group. Sylvester has involved them 
in many great activities— Weekend of the 
Cross, Paint Your Heart Out, helping the 
elderly in our congregation with household 
chores, and the planting of a garden. 
Sylvester has also involved the youth in 
many fun activities like traveling to Dallas 
to go to Six Flags, playing pool at church 
and having pool parties.” 

Sylvester’s skills are appreciated not 
only at Fellowship UMC, but by his 
employers with a mental health rehabilita¬ 
tion agency in Bossier City. “He works 


God as a present tense experience, even if 
only for a few moments. This kind of 
prayer calls for listening more than talking. 
The fundamental dynamic of centering 
prayer is quiet openness to God, releasing 
our thoughts as they arise, rather than com¬ 
ing to God with our own agenda or 
requests. 

A simple form of centering prayer con¬ 
sists of five steps: 

1. Choose a sacred word as the symbol 
of your intention to draw closer to God, 
and of your consent to let God love you. 
Your sacred word may be a single word— 
such as “Abba,” “Friend,” “Presence”—or 
a phrase—such as “Christ be with me.” 

Ask the Holy Spirit to give you a word as 
you begin to pray. 

2. Set aside at least 10 or 15 minutes for 
prayer. Sitting comfortably with eyes 
closed, breathe deeply and enter into 
silence. Repeat your sacred word several 
times as an expression of your desire to 
draw closer to God. 

3. Seek quiet listening, and awareness of 
God in the present moment. 

4. When thoughts or images arise, return 
to your sacred word to refocus your atten¬ 
tion on God. Allow the image or thought 
to slip away. 

5. At the end of your prayer period, 
remain in silence for several minutes with 
your eyes closed. Give thanks for bless¬ 
ings you have received. If indeed you 
experienced God’s loving presence, you 
will return to the world with a sense of 
inner peace, joy and consolation. 

As with any spiritual practice, this form 
of prayer takes time and commitment. 


Don’t make the mistake of trying it once 
and quitting because nothing seemed to 
happen. Be patient. God is at work in and 
through your desire to draw closer. As 
Tony Campolo said to nearly 1,200 United 
Methodist last November, “I wish I could 
say it happens every morning. ... But when 
it does happen, oh, it is within me like ‘a 
fountain of living water’, says Jesus, and it 
just flows out of me.” When you first try 
centering prayer, commit to repeating it 
several days in a row. 

The benefits of centering prayer are 
revealed over time. Such benefits include 
greater awareness of God’s indwelling 
presence; an increase in creative energy; a 
decrease in compulsive behavior; a reduc¬ 
tion of negative thoughts and greater free¬ 
dom to respond positively to them when 
they do arise; a greater ability to accept dif¬ 
ficult situations; an expanded capacity to 
accept others without rejecting or judging 
them; and the ability to love more frilly and 
freely. These indwelling graces enliven our 
spirits and help draw others to the love of 
God. Thus, as Tony Campolo suggested, 
evangelism flows naturally from prayer. 

As we were completing this article, we 
heard a radio interview with Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu, who also spoke of this kind 
of prayer in his life. The interviewer asked, 
“Have you found that your relationship to 
God has changed as you’ve grown older?” 

“Yes, I am learning to shut up more in 
the presence of God,” he said, laughing. 
“Previously you, and I still do, have a kind 
of shopping list that you bring to God. But 
more and more, I think, you are trying to 
grow in just being there. Fike when you sit 


in front of a fire in winter — you are just 
there in front of the fire, and you don’t 
have to be smart or anything. The fire 
warms you.” (“Desmond Tutu, Insisting 
We Are ‘Made For Goodness’”, National 
Public Radio, Morning Edition, 3/11/2010) 

Excellent resources for those who wish 
to learn more about centering prayer are: 

“Forty Days to a Closer Walk with God: 
The Practice of Centering Prayer” by J. 
David Muyskens, Upper Room Books, 
2006. Available from Cokesbury. 

“Open Mind, Open Heart: The 
Contemplative Dimension of the Gospel” 
by Father Thomas Keating, Continuum 
International Publishing, 2006. Available 
from Cokesbury. 

There are trained Spiritual Directors 
around the Fouisiana Conference who can 
help with centering prayer (contact Finda 
Gregg at 225-346-1646 for information). 
Cherri Johnson teaches classes on centering 
prayer at the McMains Center for Spiritual 
Formation at First UMC in Baton Rouge 
(contact 225-383-4777). The various 
“tracks” of Fouisiana Conference Academy 
for Spiritual Feadership also include learn¬ 
ing Centering Prayer (contact Finda 
Gregg). 

Dr. Anthony Campolo is Professor 
Emeritus of Sociology at Eastern 
University in St. Davids, Pennsylvania. 

For 10 years, he was on the faculty of the 
University of Pennsylvania, and he is the 
founder and president of the Evangelical 
Association for the Promotion of 
Education. He is a prolific author and 
speaker. 


leader for youth groups and became a bilin¬ 
gual translator for both Anglo and Hispanic 
communities in 11 different states. 

His encounters with different cultures 
across the globe makes him multilingual. 
O’Chieng speaks Fuo, Swahili, English, 
French and Spanish. 

Ministry and education work hand in 
hand for Sylvester. He attended both under¬ 
graduate and graduate studies at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary and University in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland. He also had a 
semester of internship at Kings College, 
which is an affiliate of University of 
Western Ontario in Fondon, Ontario. He is 
currently a graduate student at Fouisiana 
Tech, Barksdale Air Force Base in Bossier 
City majoring in guidance and counseling. 

“As a youth director, I hope to lead the 
young people to find the truth on their own. 
I hope that by the end, they will discover 
that God created man a rational being, con¬ 
ferring on him the dignity of a person who 
can initiate and control his own actions. 
Over and over, I have reminded my youth 
that God willed that man should be left in 
the hand of his own counsel; so that he 
might of his own accord seek his Creator,” 
said O’Chieng. 

Rev. Melville knows that Fellowship 
UMC is “blessed” to have this young man 
playing such an important role in the life of 
his church. “Sylvester is authentic, compas¬ 
sionate and mature in his faith, and chal¬ 
lenges our youth to be as well.” 



Members of Fellowship UMC’s youth group were pictured with Sylvester O’Chieng, 
youth director, after a sexuality and morality seminar for middle school students. The 
event was led by Rev. John Edd Harper, back middle, Feb.12-13. 


intently with our families in developing 
skills and implementing tools in the home, 
school, and community which helps 
them manage their symptoms. He has 
touched many families and demonstrates 
good insight into their needs,” said Darla 
Ferrell of Success Insite. 

O’Chieng’s path to Fellowship UMC is 
a fascinating one, filled with so many steps 
that it is hard to imagine that he has done it 
all in his 30 years. 


His original plan to become a mission¬ 
ary priest was fueled by a desire to serve a 
diverse community. That desire led him to 
America. 

At the age of 20, O’Chieng arrived in 
Cincinnati, Ohio and was later sent by his 
superiors to a Spanish immersion program 
in the city of Puebla in Mexico to prepare 
for his work with Hispanic immigrants. 

O’Chieng led Bible studies, offered teen 
and family counseling, served as team 
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Benton UMC 

Nearly 1,200 United Methodists from 
throughout the Louisiana Conference were 
inspired to “Rethink Evangelism” during a 
day-long conference with Tony Campolo 
last November. 

Benton United Methodist Church, one 
of the churches in attendance, is using the 
enthusiasm drawn from that conference to 
reach out to their community with “40 
projects in 40 days” throughout the season 
of Lent. 

Rev. Lynn Malone, pastor of Benton 
UMC, says that his congregation is “giving 
back” to the community instead of “giving 
up” something for Lent. 

During the 40 days of Lent, members of 
the church are volunteering in various 
ways to provide assistance through out¬ 
reach projects in the Bossier City- 
Shreveport area. The first event was a 
church-wide toy drive. Other service 
opportunities include building a wheel 
chair ramp, serving food at a Shreveport 
rescue mission, sponsoring a magic show 
for children living at Providence House, 
and preparing and delivering Easter food 
baskets. 

One of the projects, called “Souper 
Saturday,” involves church members fixing 

SCJ Women's Retreat: 
‘Sisterhood of the 
Travelin’ Shoes’ 

The clergywomen of the South Central 
Jurisdiction will be having a retreat in 
Oklahoma City, April 12-13, 2010. 
Participants in the “Sisterhood of the 
Travelin’ Shoes” will glean from the wis¬ 
dom of Bishop Judith Craig, be inspired by 
the proclamation of sister clergy, Anita 
Phillips (OIMC) and Cheryl Bell (Ks 
West) and the music of the Divine Divas 
(Ok). The retreat is sponsored by the 
Women’s Leadership Team of the South 
Central Jurisdiction and hosted and coordi¬ 
nated by the women of the Oklahoma and 
the Oklahoma Indian Mission 
Conferences. The cost is $50 (student rate 
$25) and registration or information 
inquiries can be sent to 
revjeankc@aol.com. 

Recipes, from page 1 

Please include the name of the person 
submitting the recipe, email address, and 
your church’s name and district. 

Email all recipes to Rev. Earline Guidry 
at erlgui@att.net by June 6, 2010. 

Funds raised by the sale of the cook¬ 
book will benefit the Global Health 
Initiative which includes HIV/AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis. The finished 
books will be available in the fall just in 
time for Christmas gifts. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


reaches out with ‘40 projects in 40 days’ 



food for the Meals on Wheels program. 

The church has already been participating 
in Souper Saturday on a monthly basis. 
“Everyone gets involved,” said Rachel 
Stoneman, the church’s secretary. “The 
children make cards and decorate cookies 
to include with the meals. Typically, there 
are close to 150 people served.” 

Every member of the church was asked 
to participate in at least one project, and 
quite a few are doing several. Church lead¬ 
ers are optimistic that this intense outreach 
effort will increase awareness of communi¬ 
ty needs and inspire members to continue 
as active volunteers. 

Dozens of conference churches have 
been “Rethinking Evangelism” throughout 
the state. A website is devoted to sharing 
ideas about how to take a second look at 
evangelism in a way that can be authentic 
for each and every United Methodist con¬ 
gregation in our state. 

Visit www.rethinkevangelism.org to 
enjoy these brief stories on how the 
“Rethink Evangelism” event in November 
impacted other churches and review the 
suggested resources on evangelism and 
reaching out to share the Good News. 


Benton United Methodist Church is reaching out to the Bossier City community with “40 
projects in 40 days” throughout the season of Lent. Church members are shown lead¬ 
ing a game of Bingo as they entertain children in a hospital. 


©o you get rr? 
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Faith & Finance 


Free, Quarterly E-newsletter 
for Stewardship and Finance Leaders 
in the United Methodist Church 


Faith & Finance is designed to assist 
church lay leaders in the areas of 
finance and giving. 




Let us help you educate and inspire 
your congregation on how we should 
use money, not just for the church 
budget, but as a matter of discipleship 
and a means of transforming lives! 


Sign up and 

GET IT today! 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 


www.umf.org 

(Click on Free Newsletters!) 

























Louisiana Annual 
Conference 
June 6-9 

Centenary College 
Shreveport, La. 

Theme: 
“Whole World, 
Whole People” 


Teams for 
Haiti needed 

The earthquake devastated 
country of Haiti is now prepared to 
receive Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission (LAVIM) teams. If you 
are interested in being a volunteer, 
you must first register on an offi¬ 
cial web site through GBGM. 
ONLY those who register through 
the proper channels will be 
allowed or invited to be part of a 
team as per United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission. The regis¬ 
tration web site is 
http://secure.gbgm- 
umc. org/Haiti Volunteer/ 

After registering, the LAVIM 
office will be notified of your 
availability, and that office will 
contact you regarding team oppor¬ 
tunities. 

No team dates are presently 
set. “We must first see who can go, 
when they can go, and then the 
office will commit our teams to the 
master calendar, working with the 
three new directors of our work in 
Haiti,” said Rev. Larry Norman, 
director of LAVIM. 

Teams can only be led by team 
leaders with prior Haitian experi¬ 
ence in the last two to three years. 
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2010 Annual Conference in Shreveport 


‘Whole World, 
Whole People’ 
Conference Theme 


Special offerings taken at this year’s 
Annual Conference session will be col¬ 
lected with an emphasis on global health 
initiatives supported by The United 
Methodist Church. 

A collection for Imagine No Malaria 
(a.k.a. Nothing But Nets campaign) will 
be taken Sunday night during the 
Memorial Service held in the Gold Dome 
on Centenary’s campus. Funds will help 
in the purchase and distribution of treated 


nets that protect the citizens of impover¬ 
ished countries from mosquitoes carrying 
the killer disease. 

The offering taken during Monday 
night’s Ordination Service at First UMC, 
Shreveport will help with the cost of pro¬ 
viding our ordinands with a tour to the 
Holy Land. The Louisiana Conference 
has initiated a tour of the Holy Land 
every other year, with our new ordinands 
as special guests. This experience will 


enrich the ministry of new pastors during 
their time in ministry among us, and will 
enhance their spiritual journey of faith. 

The prevention of HIV/AIDS is the 
focus of the offering for Tuesday night’s 
Healing and Wholeness service. The 
United Methodist Church, along with the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, is focus¬ 
ing on the eradication of this devastating 
disease and diseases of poverty like 
malaria and tuberculosis. 


This year’s logo ties into the Global Health Initiative, one of four main focuses for 
The United Methodist Church and the Louisiana Annual Conference. The logo was 
designed by Maryann Stewart, youth director for Pineville United Methodist Church. 

Conference offerings benefit global 


The 2010 session of the Louisiana 
Annual Conference will be held at 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La. 
from June 6-9. 

“Whole World, Whole People” is the 
theme for this year’s event, with 
Revelation 22:1-5 as the inspirational 
scripture for the theme. The conference 
and denominational focus this year is on 
global health, and is reflected in this 
theme. 

The concern for improved global 
health will be woven throughout the 
conference, particularly on Tuesday 
afternoon. Conference members are 
invited to choose from visiting health 
clinics throughout the Shreveport area; 
building ramps for disabled persons in 
the community; preparing health and 
layette kits for Haiti and Chile; and 
attending a workshop on global health. 

A wellness health fair will be available 
for the members of Conference and an 
HIV/AIDS testing clinic will be staffed 
on campus providing free testing for 
Conference members and the general 
public. 

This year’s event will celebrate our 
40th year as a Conference. “We seek to 
continue our journey as a people of faith 
and connection through our 505 local 
congregations and through our united 
ministries,” wrote Rev. Don Cottrill, 
provost. “Our Annual Conference ses¬ 
sions are ways to remind ourselves of 
our high calling to ‘Make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the Transformation of 

See Annual Conference, page 3 

health initiative 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Whole World. 

Annual Conference awaits! And its 
theme is definitive and promises healing. 
The writer of The Revelation puts it this 
way: “On either side of the river is the 
tree of life. . . and the leaves of the tree 
are for the healing of the nations.” 
Revelation 22: 2 

And, oh! How we need healing! We 
need healing in our own nation. I have 
never known us to be so rent asunder by 
partisanship and hatred. Not even in the 
hottest days of the Civil Rights move¬ 
ment, the Haight-Ashbury challenge to 
the genteel society, and the Vietnam War 
protests did I feel such separation from 
one another. I am appalled and fright¬ 
ened by the damning messages that come 
via my computer concerning our govern¬ 
ment and its leaders. I am sickened 
when I read of a “Christian Militia” 

(there actually can be no such thing!) that 
has planned attacks on police forces and 
their families. And can anyone explain 
to me the rationale behind death threats 
being issued for members of Congress 
who voted a certain way on a controver¬ 
sial bill? It is all a sign of a deep sick¬ 
ness. It is a sign of the deep loss of a 
moral compass and an erosion of a faith- 
influenced nation, especially given the 
fact that so many of these putrid actions 
are taken in the name of morality and 
faith protection! Our nation needs heal¬ 
ing. 

We need healing in the medical world 
as well. The main killer diseases of 
poverty are Malaria, Tuberculosis, and 
HIV-AIDS. Some of these are dominant 
on foreign shores. Others are rampant 
among our own population. The disturb¬ 
ing facts behind these three diseases are 
that at least two of them are controllable! 
It only takes money, education, and dis¬ 
tribution of the necessary medications 
and living conditions to bring the eradi¬ 
cation. And HIV-AIDS is becoming 
treatable. Immense advances have been 
made. Part of the advance for elimina¬ 
tion is testing of the population that then 
leads to life-style alteration. We will 
have the chance to learn how to adminis¬ 
ter testing clinics in our own communi¬ 
ties, and can even be tested ourselves at 
the Annual Conference session. 
Prayerfully this Annual Conference will 
help make us a force for good in the 
active work of elimination of these dis¬ 
eases. 

And we need healing in our church! I 
am continually amazed at how we can 
injure one another through our church. 
There has been a bitter outcry issued by 
our members over the recent health care 
reform bill passed by the United States 
Congress. One can expect differences of 
opinion. But to attack and threaten one 
another over Speaker Pelosi’s sweeping 
(and incorrect) statement that one of the 
supporters of the bill was “The United 
Methodist Church” is reactionary irre¬ 
sponsibility. However, if the church 


People. 

were healthy in its 
faith commitment, 
its scriptural founda¬ 
tion, its knowledge 
of our tradition and 
its use of reason and 
experience, such 
attacks and reactions 
would be greatly 
tempered. But the 
church is not healthy 
at this point in our 
journey. We are in need of healing. 

Personal issues also beset each of us. 
Sometimes those issues are so threaten¬ 
ing that they cause us to withdraw into 
our own selves and seek to be isolated 
from others. Sometimes those issues are 
so painful that we are seeking for anyone 
and anything that can bring solace and 
relief. Sometimes those issues are so 
humiliating that we begin to believe that 
God cannot possibly love us. And other 
times those issues are so devastating that 
we attempt to take control of our own 
destiny by eliminating God and the 
church from our lives. All of this, when 
thrown together with everything else that 
is going on, can be very destructive to 
our own personal health and we are left 
without any place to turn for healthy res¬ 
cue. We are personally threatened with 
debilitating sickness. 

And in the midst of it all we receive 
this beautiful promise from the 
Revelation writer that there is a River! 
And it is the river of the water of life that 
flows from the throne of God and the 
Lamb. This sturdy, wondrous tree has 
leaves that are for the healing of the 
nations, and there will be no more any¬ 
thing that is accursed - for the throne of 
this healing God and of the Lamb will be 
right in the middle of everything we do, 
and we will see God’s face bringing us 
life. There won’t be any more of the 
darkness of the night, but all will be 
bathed in the redemptive and healing 
light of the Lord God! 

What a consummation devoutly to be 
wished! Oh, come thou, living God, and 
enlighten our souls and bring healing to 
our hearts, our minds, our bodies and our 
spirits! We stand in need of your 
redeeming grace, for without you we can 
do nothing. Give us the strength to sur¬ 
render ourselves to you and to recognize 
our sins and shortcomings that have 
brought us to this unhealthy state of 
being. 

Pray for our Annual Conference. 

Pray for our delegates. Pray for the 
churches and congregations they repre¬ 
sent. May healing grace be given. 

In Christ’s healing love, 

Bill Hutchinson 


Whole 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


2010 Pre-Conference Meetings 


2010 Conference Theme: 
“Whole World, Whole People” 


Acadiana 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

First UMC, 
Lafayette 

UMC 

Monday, May 3 

6:30 p.m. 

Patterson 

Alexandria 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Newman UMC 

Baton Rouge 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Jefferson UMC 

Lake Charles 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Welsh UMC 

Monroe 

UMC 

Monday, May 3 

6:30 p.m. 

St. Mark’s 

Lincoln Rd, 
Monroe 

New Orleans 

Sunday, May 16 

3 p.m. 

Munholland 

UMC 

Shreveport 

Sunday, May 2 

3 p.m. 

Christ UMC 


Sunday, May 2 

6 p.m. 

Lakeview 

UMC, Minden 


Henderson to preach memorial service 


Rev. Freddie 
Henderson will serve 
as speaker for the 
Memorial/Communion 
Service at the 2010 La. 

Annual Conference. He 
holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in 
Sociology from Wiley 
College and a Master 
of Divinity Degree 
from Gammon 
Seminary in Atlanta. 

In 1998, he was appointed superintend¬ 
ent of the New Orleans District. His last 
year in that position largely focused on 


dealing with the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita. In June 2006, he was 
appointed director of Disaster Preparedness 
for the Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Rev. Henderson was given the distinc¬ 
tion of “Passing the Mantle” to new ordi- 
nands at the 2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference. Although officially retired, he 
has been serving the St.Paul’s-St. Luke’s 
charge in Baton Rouge since June of 2009. 

Rev. Henderson has served as a pastor 
in the Baton Rouge area for over 40 years. 
He was married to Gloria Listach 
Henderson for 43 years until her passing in 
2009. He has two sons and a daughter, and 
“enjoys spoiling” eight grandchildren. 



Rev. Freddie 
Henderson 


Louisiana Conference VM 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Agenda 

2010 Annual Conference 


‘Whole world , whole people’ 


(Subject to change) 


Sunday Evening, June 6 


Tuesday Morning, June 8 


4:00 p.m. 


Registration Training 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer - Amphitheater 

4:00 p.m. - 6:00 

p.m. 

Boards and Agencies 


(Sponsored by UMM) 



(locations around Campus) 

7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

4:30 p.m. - 5:30 

p.m. 

New Member Orientation for 

8:00 a.m. - 

12:00 NoonLate Registration 



Lay & Clergy - Brown Chapel 

8:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship (Gold Dome) 

5:00 p.m. - 6:45 

p.m. 

Registration begins - Gold 

9:30 a.m. 

Break 



Dome 

9:40 a.m. 

Gathering Music 

6:15 p.m. 


Teller Training 


Business Session #2 (Gold 

7:00 p.m. 


Pre-Service Music - Gold 


Dome) 



Dome 


Global Health Witness 

7:30 p.m. 


Memorial/ Communion 


Board of Ordained Ministry 



Service-Gold Dome 

12:00 Noon 

Report #2 

Recognition of Retirees 

Dismiss for Work in 

Monday Morning, June 7 


Shreveport 





Retirees Luncheon 

6:45 a.m. 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater 

7:00 p.m. 

Pre Service Music 



(SPONSORED BY UMM) 

7:30 p.m. 

Healing Service-Gold Dome 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

Registration Continues - Gold 





Dome 



8:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. 

Clergy Executive Session - 

Wednesday Morning, June 9 



Brown Chapel 

Laity Session - Gold Dome 

6:45 a.m. 

Morning Prayer - Amphitheater 

10:30 a.m. 


Processional - Gold Dome 


(Sponsored by UMM) 

10:50 a.m. 


The Convening of the 40th 

8:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship -Gold Dome 



Session 

9:30 a.m. 

Break 



Prayer 

9:45 a.m. 

Gathering Music 



Roll Call 


Business Session #3 - Gold 



Motions/Rules of Order 


Dome 

11:15 a.m. 


The Episcopal Address 


Global Health Witness 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson 

11:58 a.m. 

Prayer 

12:00 Noon 


Lunch Break 

Extension Ministries Luncheon 

12:00 Noon 

1:15 p.m. 

Lunch 

Gathering Music 

1:30 p.m. 


Gathering Music 

1:40 p.m. 


Business Session #1 - Gold 


Business Session #4 - Gold 



Dome 

Global Health Witness 

Board of Ordained Ministry #1 


Dome 

The Fixing of the Appointments 

3:15 p.m. 


Break 


Invitation to 2011 Session of 

3:30 p.m. 


Business Session Continues 


Annual Conference 



Global Health Witness 

Laity Address 


Service of Sending Forth and 

5:00 p.m. 


Closing Prayer 


Deconsecrating of Space 

5:30 p.m. 


Dinner Break 


Departure 

7:00 p.m. 


Pre-Service Music (First UMC, 
Shreveport) 



7:30 p.m. 


Ordination Service (First UMC, 
Shreveport) 



9:00 p.m. 


Reception (Bain Hall, First 

UMC, Shreveport) 




Bishop Bickerton to lead conference worship 


Bishop Thomas J. 

Bickerton, Episcopal 
leader for the Western 
Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference, will serve 
during Annual 
Conference as worship 
leader for Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings 
and during Tuesday 
night’s service of 
Healing and 
Wholeness. 

He will also lead a workshop on 
Tuesday afternoon focusing on the Global 
Health Initiative of The United Methodist 
Church, of which he serves as the chairper¬ 
son. The initiative deals with the church’s 
response to the killer diseases of 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria. 

Bishop Bickerton has been the spiritual 
leader of the nearly 900 United Methodist 
congregations in Western Pennsylvania 
since he was elected a Bishop in 2004. 

As a part of those responsibilities, he 
also serves as the spokesperson for the 
Nothing But Nets anti-malarial campaign. 
Those efforts, in partnership with sports 
and humanitarian organizations, have 



Bishop Thomas 
J. Bickerton 


raised more than $30 million dollars to 
eradicate malaria in Africa and beyond. 

A native of West Virginia, Bishop 
Bickerton began his career as a local 
church pastor for twenty-one years and as a 
District Superintendent for six years before 
being elected as a bishop. The Bishop 
remains committed to the idea that the 
engaging people in local, hands on ministry 
to “make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” 

Bishop Bickerton’s life has been signifi¬ 
cantly shaped by involvement in ministry 
beyond the walls of the local church. His 
work with Volunteer-in-Mission teams at 
home and abroad,even on the U. S. Gulf 
Coast, has given the Bishop a “true global 
perspective on the need to be in ministry to 
all of God’s children.” 

Bishop Bickerton earned a Bachelor’s 
of Arts degree in sociology and psychology 
from West Virginia Wesleyan College 
(1980), a Master’s of Divinity degree from 
Duke University Divinity School (1983), 
and a Doctor of Ministry degree from 
United Theological School (1994). He cur¬ 
rently serves as an adjunct faculty member 
at United, teaching Wesleyan doctrine and 
United Methodist polity. 



"and the leaves of trees are 


for the healing of the nations” 

—Rev. 22:2 

Help spread the word! Wear this year’s Annual Conference theme ‘bn your 
back”! 

These special t-shirts display the words ‘Whole World, Whole People” with a 
unique and beautiful graphic showing the human connection with our planet. 

The t-shirts will be available for sale at the 2010 Annual Conference at 
Centenary College in Shreveport. Proceeds from the sale of the shirts go to 
support The United Methodist Church’s global health initiative to eradicate dis¬ 
eases of poverty such as HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis. 

Details about pricing and sales are coming your way! 


Annual Conference, from page 1 

the World’ as a people called United 
Methodists.” 

Bishop Tom Bickerton will be guest 
preacher for this session. He will lead wor¬ 
ship on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings 
and will conduct a workshop on global 
health on Tuesday afternoon. Bishop 
Bickerton is the resident bishop of the 
Pittsburgh Area, Western Pennsylvania 
Conference. He chairs the Global Health 
Initiative for The United Methodist 
Church. 

Special services will be featured each 
day of the conference. Rev. Freddie 
Henderson will preach the Memorial and 
Communion service on Sunday night at 
7:30 p.m. in the Gold Dome. The Service 
of Ordination and Commissioning will be 
held Monday evening at 7:30 p.m. at First 
UMC in Shreveport with Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson serving as speaker. Tuesday 
evening, after an afternoon of special 
health-related activities, a Healing and 
Wholeness Service led by Bishop 


Bickerton yvill be held in the Gold Dome. 

A variety of musicians will provide 
music leadership and entertainment for 
events at this year’s conference. Carver 
Cebrun will lead the music for Sunday 
night’s Memorial Service. Cebrun is a jazz 
flautist from the Windsor Village United 
Methodist Church in Houston, Tex. The 
music for the Tuesday evening Healing and 
Wholeness service will be led by the fami¬ 
ly of Rev. Byron Putnam, pastor of First 
UMC in Covington. Byron’s wife Heather 
and their daughter Kathryn will provide 
pre-service music for this service. Kathryn 
is the reigning Miss Fouisiana. The musi¬ 
cians for Monday night’s Ordination 
Service will be the Chancel Choir from 
First UMC, Shreveport. 

Each church in the Conference is asked 
to craft and bring a small cross to this ses¬ 
sion. These crosses will be collected and 
ultimately displayed at The Wesley Center 
as part of the decor. Specific instructions 
are included in an article on page seven of 
this edition of the Louisiana Now! 
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A special Mission Day focusing on Global Health is set for the afternoon of Tuesday, June 8 during the 2010 La. Annual Conference. Among the activities provided are a free 
HIV/AIDS testing clinic on Centenary’s campus and mission projects like health kit assembly and ramp building. Rev. Derrick Hills, pastor of St. Mark's UMC in Baton Rouge, takes 
the HIV/AIDS test during the Aug. 29, 2009 HIV/AIDS testing program sponsored by the La. Annual Conference. Testing Rev. Hills is Chandria Collins, a Metro Health employee. 
Members of Sibley UMC’s ‘Ramp Up’ program are pictured with a homeowner on the handicap ramp they built for his house. 

Conference delegates will join in health related mission projects on June 8 


The Mission Day held during the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference in Kenner 
was so successful that a second Louisiana 
Conference Mission Day is scheduled for 
the afternoon of Tuesday, June 8 during 
this year’s Conference in Shreveport, La. 

Coordinated by the Conference Global 
Health Initiative Task Force, the focus of 
the Mission Day is stamping out diseases 
of poverty such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis. 

A highlight of the day includes an on- 
campus clinic providing FREE confidential 
HIV testing and counseling. The clinic, run 
by trained personnel, will be open from 1-5 
p.m. Testing and counseling is offered to 
members of the Annual Conference and to 
the general public. 

A second highlight includes a Health 

Important Notice 

Journals for the La. Annual 
Conference will no longer be provided 
free. All clergy (including retirees), surviv¬ 
ing spouses and lay persons who wish to 
receive a 2010 journal will need to pur¬ 
chase their copy of this year’s Conference 
journal. Family members of deceased cler¬ 
gy/surviving spouses will receive one com¬ 
plimentary journal. The deadline to order 
your copy of the journal is July 31, 2010. 
Please make checks payable to the “La. 
Annual Conference” and send payment 
and order form to: Patti Perkins, La. 
Conference Area Offices, 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802. The order form 
can be found in the Pre-conference 
Journal, posted on the Conference website 
at www.la-umc.org 

All journals must be picked up at the 
District offices, with the exception of out- 
of-state deliveries and journals mailed to 
families of those remembered in this year’s 
Memorial/Communion Service. 

“The conference budget for journals has 
been cut from $25,000 to $15,000. This, 
along with increased production costs, has 
necessitated that recipients pay part of the 
total cost of the journal,” said Rev. Larry 
Miller, executive director of Administrative 
Services for the Conference. 


Fair from 2-4 p.m. As with the clinic, qual¬ 
ified personnel will be on site to provide 
testing and counseling, (i.e. blood pressure 
levels, lipids, glucose, etc.) A fee of $15 
will be charged for this testing payable 
when you arrive at the Health Fair. 

Members of the Conference will have 
several opportunities to volunteer with 
health-related projects. 

The Mission Day registration fee is $30 
per person and payable to Louisiana 
Annual Conference. The major part of this 
fee covers lunch, supplies, and transporta¬ 
tion for the mission day. Casual clothing is 
the dress of the day. 

There are three different ways you can 
register to volunteer: (1) online at 
www.laumcstormrelief.com; (2) print the 
registration form (or use the form below) 


and bring it to the pre-conference training 
or (3) mail your registration, check and 
Liability Medical form (see page 5) to: 
Conference Mission Day, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802- 
5700. 

Deadline for registration for Mission 
Day Events is May 24, 2010. 

When you register, you will be asked to 
select either an onsite option or an offsite 
option. 

Onsite Options (on campus): 

A box lunch will be provided at the 
close of the morning business session. If 
supplies are needed, they will be onsite. 

Health Kits - 1:30 p.m. - Assemble 
health kits to be distributed to Haiti by 
UMCOR. 

A workshop led by Bishop Thomas 


Bickerton - 3 p.m. Hear Bishop Bickerton 
as he presents “Imagine No Malaria”. 

Offsite Options: 

A box lunch and transportation will be 
provided. 

Tour of local health clinics - 2-4 p.m. - 
Visit and leam about free health clinics and 
clinics for HIV/AIDS. 

Construction projects - 1-4 p.m. - Be a 
part of a team helping to make homes more 
accessible for persons with disabilities. 
Please wear work clothes. Project assign¬ 
ments will be given out on Tuesday. If you 
choose this option, please indicate what 
special skills you may bring to a project 
(i.e. carpentry, painting, etc.) A hammer 
and/or paint brush are the perfect acces¬ 
sories for this afternoon outing. 
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2010 Annual Conference Mission Day 
Participant Medical Information Form 

/_ acknowledge and state the following: 

I have chosen to travel to perform construction work 

I understand that this work entails a risk of physical injury and often involves hard 
physical labor, heavy lifting and other strenuous activity; and that some activities 
may take place on ladders. 

I certify that I am in good health and physically able to perform this type of work. 

I understand that I am engaging in this project at my own risk. 

I assume all risk and responsibility for any damage or injury to my property, or any 
personal injury and related medical costs and expenses which I may sustain while 
involved in this project. 

I will hold them harmless in the event of theft, or loss resulting from any source or 
cause. 

I further understand that I am to abide by whatever rules and regulations may be in 
effect for the accommodations at that time. 

Signature_ Date_ 

Medical History 

Medications:_ 


(Circle or check below) 

Allergies Epilepsy Blood Type:_ 

DiabetesHeart Condition 
Physical limitations or Concerns 


Street Address_ 

City_State_Zip_ 

Emergency Contact Name and Phone:_ 


Church or Organization Name: 


Witness 


2010 Annual Conference Mission Day 
Medical Information Form for Minors 

Participant Information (Participant must be 14 years old) 

Minor’s Name:_ 

Date of Birth_ 

Emergency Contact Name & Phone:_ 


Allergies and Medications: 


Permission to give Tylenol (Yes/No) 
Other medication (Be specific)_ 


Describe Medical Conditions/Limitations: 


Signature of Minor Date 

PARENT OR GUARDIAN AUTHORIZATION 

I, _, authorize the Louisiana conference 

(Parent or Guardian) mission Day personnel to consent to any 

necessary examination, anesthetic, medical diagnosis, surgery, or treatment and/or 
hospital care rendered to the minor under the general supervision and on the advice 
of any physician or surgeon licensed to practice medicine by the state in which they 
practice, during the duration of the trip identified above. 


Signature of Parent or Guardian Date 


Display areas at Conference 


Those wishing to arrange for display 
areas at the 2010 Louisiana Annual 
Conference, slated for June 6-9, may do so 
by contacting Rhonda Whitley at the 
Conference area offices. This year’s ses¬ 
sion will be held at The Gold Dome on 
Centenary College’s campus in Shreveport, 
La. 

Those seeking a display area should 
provide the following information as soon 
as possible: name of agency/institution; 
name of person in charge of exhibit; phone 
number; address, e-mail address; number 
of tables needed and whether or not there 
will be a need for an electrical outlet. 


There will be a charge of $25 for groups 
not directly related to the Conference or its 
related ministries. There will also be a $25 
charge if a product is to be sold. Tables will 
be provided, which can be set up Saturday 
through Monday. The exhibitor is required 
to provide any tablecloth, skirt, or other 
decoration for their individual display 
table. The deadline for space request is 
May 3. Spaces are designated on a first- 
come, first-served basis. Whitley may be 
contacted by writing 527 North Blvd., 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5700, via e-mail 
at rhondawhitley@la-umc.org, or by phone 
at (225) 346-1646. 


Media Deadline 
set for May 17th 

The deadline for getting all media 
or other information to be pre¬ 
sented on the screens during the 
2010 La. Annual Conference is 
May 17, 2010. All information 
must be sent to: Rhonda Whitley, 
La. Conference Area Offices, 527 
North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 
70802, by May 17. 


Pre-conference 
Report now 
available online 

All clergy and lay members 
attending Annual Conference are 
encouraged to download their 
copy of the 2010 Pre-conference 
Report from the conference web¬ 
site. 

The website address is www.la- 
umc.org. 


Clergy Transition Seminar 
May 1, 2010 

The Wesley Center, Woodworth, La. 

Manna for the Journey: For what are you hungry? 

What are your questions for the journey? 
What conversations would be helpful? 

Planned activities designed to assist 
clergy and families in transition 

Registration: 9 - 9:30 a.m. 

Lunch: 12 noon 
Event ending: 3:30 p.m. 

$30 per household 

We ask that the church where you are currently serving 

pay the 

registration fee, not the church you are moving to. 
Clergy and their spouses are invited. 

If desired, children ages three and up may also attend. 

Please register by April 20! 

RSVP to Linda Gregg at (225) 346-1646 or (888) 239-5286 

For more information contact Linda, your District 
Superintendent, orW. Craig Gilliam at 
wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com or (504) 250-4046. 
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^CHILDCARE - 2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

Infant/Pre-K (beginning with 3 months) K - 6*^ graders (completed these grades) 

Noel UMC - Sun. & Tues. evenings/daytime First UMC - Mon. Ordination Service 

Complete one form for EACH child. All children MUST be registered for the daytime childcare. No "drop-ins" can be taken. 
REGISTRATIONS MUST BY RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, MAY 21. Childcare provided for evening services. Pre-reg¬ 
istration not necessary. 

Fee: $30 [first child) per day plus $20 for each additional child. Rates for individual sessions available upon request, [see 
schedule below) Make checks payable to University UMC/Memo-A C Childcare. Mail form and check to University UMC, 
3350 Dalrymple Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 attn. -Lylln Brinkman. 


*** Childcare for Sunday afternoon meetings/worship service: $10 per child. Bag supper MUST BE 

PROVIDED BY PARENTS if the child is staying through the memorial service. *** Lunches will be provided for daytime 

sessions. 


Sun. afternoon committee meetings 
Mon. AM during business session 


Sun. evening, Memorial Service, Noel UMC 
Mon. PM during business session 


_ Mon. evening, Ordination Service, First UMC 

Tues. AM during business session _ Tues. PM during business sessions 

_ Tues. evening, Healing Service, Noel UMC 

Wed. AM during business session _Wed. PM during business session 


CHILD’S NAME: 


Boy 


Girl 



Age: 


Birthdate: 


Allergies:_ 

Medication: _ 

Other special needs/info for adequate care:_ 

Parent(s) attending annual conference:_ 

Cell phone of parent(s) attending annual conference: 


E-mail of parents(s): 


Emergency contact names/numbers attending conference: 


*** K-6^ graders will be participating in daily fun trips. Register separately for those activities by 
emailing Lylln Guth Brinkman at lvlln@universitvmethodist.org 


Confirmands enjoy day with Bishop Hutchinson 



The day began briskly with the promise 
of Spring. Expectations were high for the 
2010 Confirmation Day with the Bishop, 
held March 20 at The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. 

This year’s theme, Extreme Living, 
focused on the “extreme” behavior of the 
followers of Jesus Christ. That behavior 
includes “striving for justice, loving mercy, 
and walking humbly.” Close to 425 young 
people participating in the United 
Methodist confirmation process came from 
all over the Annual Conference to leam 
about their United Methodist heritage, 
spend time with Bishop Hutchinson, and 
have some fun. 


Confirmands began the day with rous¬ 
ing music from the LSU Wesley 
Foundation band, and then rotated through 
four learning stations. Rev. Beverly 
Connelly led the students in learning about 
the sacraments of baptism and communion. 
Rev. Ginny Allen focused on the Christian 
and United Methodist history we share, 
while Revs. Erin and Lamar Oliver focused 
on mission and service. Bishop Hutchinson 
led the confirmands in discipleship explo¬ 
ration and answered their questions. The 
day ended with a communion service led 
by the Bishop. 


Conference 

Clergy Spouse Luncheon 

Monday - 11:30 a.m. $15 

Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 
Guest Speaker: Katherine Putnam 
(Miss Louisiana) 

Mail to: Peggy Burgess 

2203 Brierfield Drive 
Monroe, LA 71201 


Gammon Fellowship 

Monday - 5 p.m. 

St. Paul UMC, Shreveport 
Reservations: Rev. James Graham 

218 Suzanne Dr. 
Shreveport, LA 71115 
(318) 797-2464 

Centenary Alumni 

Monday - 5:30 p.m. 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Campus 
Reservations: Saige Wilhite 

2911 Centenary Blvd. 
Shreveport, LA 71104 
(318) 869-5115 
(318) 455-9972 

Fellowship of Local Pastors and Associate 
Members 

Monday - 7 a.m. $10 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Campus 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Tom Herring (vice presi¬ 
dent of national group) 

Reservations: Rev. Bill Strawbridge 

(318) 259-2258 

Jonesborounitedm@bellsouth.net 

St. Paul Alumni 

Monday - 5:15 p.m. 

Noel UMC, Shreveport 
Reservations: Rev. John Cannon 

(318) 377-1483 
revcannon@hotmail.com 


Recipes sought 
from members 

Attention all you wonderful United 
Methodist cooks and chefs! Recipes are 
now being gathered for a Louisiana Annual 
Conference cookbook entitled “Shall We 
Gather at the Kitchen?” 

The recipe book, sponsored by the 
Conference Global Health Initiative Task 
Force, is focusing on healthy recipes that 
taste good too! 

Heart healthy recipes, low sodium 
recipes, recipes for diabetics, and low fat 
recipes. We need them all. 

Please give the recipe a category (i.e. 
salad, dessert); how many it serves; cook¬ 
ing time and temperatures; accurate meas¬ 
urements on ingredients; and double check 
to make sure all of the ingredients and 
cooking steps are listed. 

If possible, provide nutritional value 
and/ or food exchange printed at the bot¬ 
tom of each recipe. . . and don’t forget to 
proof it carefully. 

Please include the name of the person 
submitting the recipe, email address, and 
your church’s name and district. 

Email all recipes to Rev. Earline Guidry 
at erlgui@att.net by June 6, 2010. 

Funds raised by the sale of the book 
will benefit the United Methodist Global 
Health Initiative dedicated to stamping out 
HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculosis. 
Books will be ready before Christmas. 
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Meals 

Order of Deacons Breakfast 

Tuesday - 7 a.m. $6 

Centenary Room, Centenary Campus 
Reservations: Rev. Bernadine Johnson 

(225) 931-7924 
johns.bern@gmail.com 

Asbury Alumni 

Tuesday - 12 noon S10 

Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 
Peace Hall 

Reservations: John Robert Black 

(318) 728-4853 
rumc_pastor@bellsouth.net 

Garrett-Evangelical Alumni 

Monday - 5:30 p.m. 

Order off menu 
Monjuni’s on Louisiana Ave. 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Lallene Rector 
Reservations: Rev. Heather Leyland 

(337) 499-7197 

Retired Clergy Luncheon 

Tuesday - 12 noon 

Noel UMC, Shreveport 

Tickets or reservations not needed 

Cursillo Fourth Day Breakfast 
Wednesday - 7 a.m. 

Donation accepted 
Broadmoor UMC, Shreveport 
Gymnasium 

Tickets or reservations not needed 

Laity Breakfast 

Tuesday - 7 a.m. S12 

Edwin Whited Room, Centenary Campus 
Guest Speaker: Rev. John “Sione” Tu’uta 
District Lay Leaders have limited amount of 
tickets 


Churches asked 
to bring crosses 

Each local church in the Louisiana 
Conference is asked to bring a cross to the 
Annual Conference session to be used in 
decorating The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth. It is hoped that these crosses 
will serve to make the decor at the Center 
more sacred and spiritual. One way to do 
so is to have a wall of crosses in each of 
the lodges. 

We are requesting that each local 
church bring a cross that is between 4” and 
10” in height and that is suitable for hang¬ 
ing. We are seeking variety in style, size, 
and composition. Hopefully some would 
be made by a member or members of a 
congregation. A cross might be made from 
wood from the church, from an historic 
remnant of an original church, or from a 
piece of church furniture. The name of the 
church should be placed on the back of the 
cross, with no name on the front. 

There will be a dedication of the cross¬ 
es during the 2010 Louisiana Annual 
Conference session. Following 
Conference, the crosses will be placed on 
the walls at The Wesley Center. The cross 
from your church will bless those who 
attend meetings, whether they are sacred or 
secular events. This is yet another way to 
share in this holy place set aside for wor¬ 
ship, learning and fellowship in our 
Christian community of faith. 


Conference boards and agencies meeting June 6 

Room assignments for Sunday afternoon meetings during 2010 Annual Conference 


JACKSON HALL 


Council on Finance & Administration (CFA) 

5- 6 p.m. 

Room 105 


Board of Church and Society 

4- 6 p.m. 

Room 107 


Board of Discipleship 

5-6 p.m. 

Room 110 


Commission on Equitable Compensation 

5- 6 p.m. 

Room 203 


Board of Global Ministries 

4:30 - 6 p.m. 

Room 304 


Church Extension Team 

4- 6 p.m. 

Room 

106 

Board of Pension 

3:30 - 5 p.m. 

Room 113 


Board of Higher Education & Campus Ministries 

4:30 - 5:30 p.m. 

Room 

111 

Commission on the Status & Role of Women 

4- 5:30 p.m. 

Room 

104 

New Member Orientation 

4:30 - 5:30 


Brown 

Chapel 

Board of Trustees 

4:00 - 5:30 

Room 

302 

SMITH BUILDING 




Board of Ordained Ministry 

4- 6 p.m. 

Kilpatrick Auditorium 

Commission on Archives & History 

FITNESS CENTER 

5- 6 p.m. 

Room 108 


Commission on Religion and Race 

4- 5 p.m. 

Room B19 




Annual Conference Meal Schedule 

MONDAY. JUNE 7.2010 


7:00 a.m. 

La. Fellowship of Local Pastors & Associate Members 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

11:30 a.m. 

Clergy Spouses & Surviving Spouses Lunch 

Broadmoor UMC 

12:00 Noon 

Extension Ministry Luncheon 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

5:00 p.m. 

Gammon Alumni Dinner 

St. Paul UMC 

5:15 p.m. 

Saint Paul School of Theology 

Noel UMC 

5:15 p.m. 

Candler Alumni Dinner 

First UMC 

5:30 p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical Seminary Dinner 

Monjunis, 

Louisiana Ave. 

5:30 p.m. 

Centenary College Alumni Dinner 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

5:30 p.m. 

Perkins Alumni Dinner 

First UMC, Shreveport 

TUESDAY. JUNE 8.2010 


7:00 a.m. 

Laity Breakfast 

Whited Room, 

Centenary Cafeteria 

7:00 a.m. 

Order of Deacons/Diaconal 

Centenary Room, 
Centenary Cafeteria 

12:00 Noon 

Asbury Alumni 

Broadmoor UMC 

Pearce Hall 

12:15 p.m. 

Retired Clergy Luncheon 

Noel UMC 

WEDNESDAY. JUNE 9.2010 


7:00 a.m. 

Day Breakfast 

Broadmoor UMC 
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Members of Newman UMC inspired through participation in Lay Witness Mission 



In February, the members of Newman 
United Methodist Church in Alexandria 
participated in a Lay Witness Mission 
Weekend. Following the “formula” for a 
Lay Witness Mission, the experience was 
designed to allow laypersons in sharing 
about the reality of Jesus Christ in their 
daily lives to other laypersons. 

During the event, a team of laypersons 
came to Newman UMC to share their faith 
as an encouragement for (and a challenge 
to) members of the congregation to share 
their own faith journey and faith experi¬ 


ences. The weekend-long experience began 
on Friday evening and lasted through 
Sunday morning, with the visiting team 
members leaving after morning worship. 

“The team members were ordinary citi¬ 
zens —some retired, and some actively 
working. They came from all over the 
United States. Like the people at Newman 
UMC, they are growing Christians who are 
learning how to witness, how to pray, how 
to find ministry and meaning in small 
groups,” said Rev. Joseph Awotwi, pastor 
of Newman UMC. After sharing with the 



congregation, members of Newman UMC 
were encouraged to “share back” regarding 
different areas of their Christian walk. 

In response to the “Rethink 
Evangelism” event held in Alexandria last 
November, Rev. Awotwi felt that the Lay 
Witness Mission Weekend would help 
move the members of Newman UMC from 
“being passive church members relative to 
faith sharing, to active participants in faith 
sharing.” 

“It was wonderful to see the visiting lay 
people who were so willing and open about 


sharing their love for the Lord with other 
persons. We all were feeling, that sense of 
These aren’t perfect people, and if they are 
able to share with others, why can we not 
do likewise?’ We were presented with a 
challenge,” said Rev. Awotwi. 

Participating youth expressed that they 
felt they had been given an opportunity to 
talk about things not previously discussed 
in a Christian setting. 

To find out more about LWM, visit 
aldersgaterenewalministries.org or visit lay- 
witnessmission.com 


Petitions Committee 
sets May 31st deadline 

Any member of The United Methodist 
Church, or any organization in the Church, 
is eligible to petition the Annual 
Conference. 

Those who wish may send petitions to 
present to the Louisiana Conference to the 
chairperson of the Committee on Petitions, 
Rev. Roger Templeton, 1500 Country Club 
Rd., Lake Charles, LA 70605, by no later 
than May 31, 2010. 

Conference Rules Article I: General 
Rules for the Conference, Section G 
Committee on Petitions states that any 
Petition proposed by an individual member 
or a duly elected body of the local church 
or a district shall first be presented to the 
Committee on Petitions no later than seven 
(7) days prior to the opening session of the 
Annual Conference. The committee shall 
meet to review all petitions presented to it 
and assign them to the proper body for 
consideration by such body when it meets 
on the opening day of the Annual 
Conference. Each body to which a petition 
is thus assigned shall make recommenda¬ 
tion for concurrence or non-concurrence 
therewith when it makes its report to the 
Conference. 


Position Available 

St. John’s UMC (Baton Rouge) is 
seeking a qualified individual for full 
time Communications 
Coordinator/Christian Education 
Director. He/she must be a commit¬ 
ted Christian, skilled in Desktop 
Publishing and maintaining our 
Website. Some Sunday morning 
hours required. Send resume to 
commresume@gmail.com 



■ranis! 


Did you know that the 
income limits for conversion 
of a traditional IRA to a 
Roth IRA are gone? 


The benefit of converting to a Roth is that future 
withdrawals from the Roth are generally tax- 
free. But you will owe some tax on the 
conversion. 


A gift to your church- either immediate 
or deferred- will help offset the tax on 
your IRA conversion. 


800.256.9317 


www.umf.org 


For free information on how you 
can be tax-smart and church-smart, 
check out the options on our website, 
or give us a call. 


UNITF.D METHODIST 

Foundation 

- of Lo nisi rind - 

"'Where Faith nn<J Money Come Together'" 


225.346.1535 
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Conference seeks part-time youth director 


The Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church is seeking a 
part-time Conference Director of Youth 
Ministries. The three major components of 
this position include the facilitation of faith 
enhancing, relevant and safe conference¬ 
wide spiritual life events for youth; work¬ 
ing with denominational structures toward 
the end of enhancing ministries to youth; 


and developing the young people of the 
Louisiana Conference into strong, spiritual 
leaders. 

The director will work as a part of the 
Conference Mission Cabinet staff and coor¬ 
dinate the work of the Conference Council 
on Youth Ministries. 

A complete job description and applica¬ 
tion form can be found on the conference 


website at www.la-umc.org 

Residence in Baton Rouge is not a 
requirement for the position, but the job 
will require coordination through the 
Conference Office as well as travel 
throughout the state. 

Applications are due by May 20, 2010. 
Contact information is included with the 
application. 


Creating Healthier Churches 



Rick Foster, an internationally known consultant and author, shared tips on increasing happiness, vitality and productivity to a 
group of 100 United Methodist pastors gathered April 12-13 at The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

Foster stressed that choosing to be positive in all situations is an intentional act that can affect anyone’s physical and emotional 
health. 

Consultant lays out path to happiness, health 


According to Rick Foster, the secret to 
becoming a happier, healthier church 
leader is to be intentional about choices 
and attitudes. 

Foster, an internationally known con¬ 
sultant and author, shared tips on increas¬ 
ing happiness, vitality and productivity to 
a group of 100 United Methodist pastors 
gathered April 12-13 at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth, La. 

Medical research shows that beliefs 
and attitudes are responsible for creating 


important neuro-biochemical reactions 
that have the power to influence almost 
every cell in your body, writes Foster. 
“Intentionally choosing and shaping your 
thoughts and attitudes can greatly affect 
whether the central nervous system is 
able to optimize organ system function, 
keeping the body strong.” 

Choosing to be positive in all situa¬ 
tions is a good place to start, said Foster. 
“In addition, simply telling the truth is an 
important practice. During a he detector 


test, just look at what happens to the 
body when people don’t tell the truth.” 

Being honest about how you really see 
things, he added, is good for the soul of 
the group and good for relationships 
within a church. “A lack of disclosure 
can be the gateway to destruction. It can 
create distrust, frustration, and even bring 
on despair.” 

Deciding how to behave in any given 
situation and choosing one’s reactions to 

See Rick Foster, page 7 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Two Beautiful Daughters 


Recently our Extended Cabinet 
had a stimulating retreat at 
Greenwood Plantation in St. 
Francisville. It was a retreat spon¬ 
sored by The Louisiana United 
Methodist Foundation and led by 
Dr. Gil Rendle, a consultant/men¬ 
tor who is part of the staff of the 
Texas Methodist Foundation. Dr. 
Rendle has led us in one previous 
retreat, and will lead us in some 
others in the future. He has given 
us great food for thought as we try 
and get a handle on understanding 
and responding to the rapidly 
changing church. 

It has become very obvious that 
what we have been doing over the 
past 50 years of the church’s life 
isn’t producing the results we 
want. In spite of our many efforts 
to renew and revive the energy 
and evangelism outreach of the 
church, we continue to experience 
decline in our numbers, decline in 
the numbers of people who are 
coming to experience the trans¬ 
forming love of Jesus Christ, and 
a growing lack of clarity about 
what is our mission. We say our 
mission is to “Make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.” But how do we 
adequately define what that means 
and then get that mission effec¬ 
tively in motion? It is indeed a 
daunting challenge, yet one that 
absolutely must be addressed. 

It would be easy to become 
very discouraged over what we 
see happening. With the excep¬ 
tion of some very hopeful spots, 
there is a general malaise that has 
spread over The United Methodist 
presence that is disturbing. It 
would be easy to sound a great 
alarm and to declare the sky is 
falling. Indeed, some prophets are 
speaking just such a word. 
Thankfully, we in Louisiana are 
still somewhat insulated from the 
full ugliness of this growing inef¬ 
fectiveness, but we, too, are 
beginning to experience the dread¬ 
ed signs that it is beginning to 
happen to us. I believe it is our 
responsibility to do everything in 
our power to stop this trend before 
it gets in full gear! 

One of the hope-filled state¬ 
ments Dr. Rendle gave to us was 
this statement from St. Augustine: 

“Hope has two beautiful daugh¬ 
ters: Anger and Courage.” 

Anger is here to help us see the 
things that are wrong; the role of 


Courage is to 
give us the 
strength to do 
something about 
it. 

I am deeply 
concerned about 
the growing 
anger that per¬ 
meates some of 
our communal 
life together. In our appointment¬ 
making this spring we have 
encountered the voice of anger 
many times - anger from congre¬ 
gations who feel they are not ade¬ 
quately led or served by clergy, 
and anger from clergy who feel 
there is inadequate response to 
their attempt at leadership in a 
local congregation. There is anger 
over the witness and work of the 
general church, with a deep feel¬ 
ing that there is a disconnect 
between the Boards and Agencies 
and the people in the pew. There 
is anger at the thought that our 
dollars might not be going to pay 
for the mission we wish to sup¬ 
port. There is anger. 

Perhaps this anger is a hopeful 
sign! Perhaps this is one of the 
beautiful daughters coming to live 
among us that will bring us from 
complacency to action! Maybe 
this is one beautiful daughter 
working her wonder in order to 
place our fisted hand into the open 
hand of the beautiful sister, 
Courage, in order for her to lead 
us to do what we need to do to 
change what appears to be our 
unwanted fate. 

Hope is indeed in control! I 
invite you to join me in praying 
for God’s guidance that will chan¬ 
nel our Anger into the custody of 
Courage to step forward and do 
what we need to do to change that 
which we know is ineffective and 
which we do not want to control 
us. This journey we are on is 
indeed challenging. But with 
God, all things are possible. As 
my new Saints hat says, “Believe 
Dat!” 

In Christ’s love, 


felt /Jddt+t&n-; 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


2010 JOURNAL 

ORDER FORM 

Journals are no longer provided free to clergy or laity. 
Deadline to order: July 31, 2010 

Name:_ 


Address: 

Phone:( 

) 

District: AC AL BR LC MN NO SH 

Email: 


(Circle One) 


Journals Ordered:_ x $10.00 = $ _ 

CD’s of Journal Ordered:_ x $ 5.00 = $ _ 

Total: $_ 

Please make checks payable to: LA Annual Conference 
Send payment and order form to: 

ATTN: Patti Perkins 
LA Annual Conference Office 



527 North Blvd 
Baton Rouge LA 70802 

All Journals must be picked up at the District Offices 
(with the exception of out-of-state Journals) 


In Memoriam 

Rev. William A. Rowell, Jr. 

4/18/10 

Evelyn August 

3/23/10 


Addendum to apportionments reports 

Both Asbury United Methodist Church in Natchitoches and First United 
Methodist Church in Alexandria were left off of the 100 Percent Plus Special 
Offering Apportionments list that was published in the Feb. 12 edition of the 
Louisiana Now! 

First UMC in Alexandria should also be recognized as an “ABC” church, one of 
over 50 Louisiana Annual Conference churches that have given more than 100 percent 
of their apportionments to help storm affected churches meet their apportionments. 


Louisiana ConferenceA^C 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 
Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
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Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
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(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Common bond attracts Indian Americans to Dulac 



Volunteers Ashby Mathews of Los Angeles (from left), and sisters Gena and Millie 
Mathews of New York spackle the inside of the Dulac Community Center. Photo by 
Emily Schwarze/The Houma Courier. 


BY NAOMI KING 
The Houma Courier 

DULAC — A couple of times each 
year, a kindred group of volunteers visits 
Dulac to help rebuild the bayou community 
from hurricanes and flooding. 

Mostly Indian Americans from all over 
the United States, these volunteers feel par¬ 
ticularly close to the area’s Native 
American culture and people. 

“I feel more akin to them than 
Americans,” said O.C. Abraham, a native 
of India and resident of Philadelphia. “We 
look alike and think alike.” 

In all, about 15 volunteers from across 
the country will, or have been, in Dulac 
this week, said Abraham, a member of the 
St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Church in 
Philadelphia. 

During their first trip, the volunteers 
were invited to the Clanton Chapel of the 
Methodist Church on Coast Guard Road, 
said the Rev. Kirby Verret, the church’s 
pastor. 

As the people sat down, Abraham’s 
group on one side of the center isle and 
local residents on the other side, Verret 
said, he began to notice the connection. 

Abraham then said aloud, “We’re the 
real Indians. You’re the real Americans.” 

“It was the best thing the way he broke 
the ice,” Verret said. 

Abraham, 75, began organizing trips to 
Dulac in 2006, after offering his church’s 
services to the United Houma Nation as 
part of Hurricane Katrina rebuilding. Since 
then, his group has come nearly every 
spring and fall. 

This month’s group includes a couple of 


Choctaw Native Americans from 
Oklahoma, where Abraham has spent time 
helping run vacation Bible schools. 

“That way, it’s Indian to Indian,” 
Abraham said. 

The two cultures are continuing to learn 
from each other. Thursday night the volun¬ 
teers cooked a traditional chicken curry 
dish for some locals after spending all day 
working on the Dulac Community Center’s 
flood-damaged walls and floors. Verret 
took the opportunity to share history of the 
area, including the leveeing of the 
Mississippi River and the need for hurri¬ 
cane protection and coastal restoration. 

First-timers Susan Varghese and Jessy 
Jacob, both 30 and from Philadelphia, said 
they had never heard that south Louisiana 
is still recovering from storms. Most of the 
attention was on New Orleans following 
Katrina, and most national media have not 
covered other areas since, they said. 

Ashby Mathews, 30, of Los Angeles, 
said he began visiting Dulac because he 
wanted to put his skills as a carpenter to 
use. He had worked in his church’s soup 
kitchen but never interacted with American 
Indians like this. 

“Something inside of me said, ‘Heck, 
give it a try,”’ Mathews said. 

The carpenter ended up meeting his 
future wife, Inez Johnson of Toronto, on 
that first trip in November 2008. 

For Johnson, 30, the trip was a chance 
to manifest her faith in a physical form 
instead of the usual Sunday school work 
she performs at home. 

“I thought maybe I’ll try doing it,” the 
accountant said. “I didn’t realize how much 


help was needed.” 

Hosting the group is the Dulac 
Community Center, which as been under 
constant repair since Katrina. 

“It’s more than the labor,” Verret said. 
“It’s the willingness to come. That ties us 


all together.” 

Reprinted with permission from The 
Houma Courier Staff Writer Naomi King 
can be reached at (985) 857-2209 or 
naomi. king@houmatoday. com 


Disaster ministry provides home, and an answer to prayer 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

A helping hand from United Methodists 
has turned life around for Linda Meyer, a 
survivor of Hurricane Katrina. 

Representatives of Louisiana’s United 
Methodist Disaster Response Ministry 
gathered March 26 with volunteers from 
around the United States to dedicate a new 


home they had built for Meyer. 

It was a milestone in a journey that has 
been marked by tragedy and loss. 

Meyer’s struggles were only beginning 
when Hurricane Katrina struck the Gulf 
Coast in 2005, destroying her home in 
Slidell, La. Several months later, she and 
her husband, John, were issued a trailer by 


the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency that they placed on their wooded 
property in Slidell. The trailer sat on the 
very spot where their mobile home stood 
before the storm. 

“When Katrina hit, John and I were 
nearly finished remodeling our home. My 
husband had a shop on our property that he 


used for his automotive customizing busi¬ 
ness. John and I didn’t make a lot of 
money, but we were happy,” said Meyer, 
58. 

Then on April 13, 2006, the unthinkable 
happened: John lit a cigarette and the trail- 

See Disaster Response, page 5 



Homeowner Linda Meyer stands on the steps of her new home with Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response volunteer, Glenn Hawthorne. Hawthorne served as site coordi¬ 
nator on the project. Pictured behind Meyer and Hawthorne is the trailer that Meyer has lived in since 2006. With the help of donations and volunteer labor, the United Methodist 
disaster response ministry in Louisiana was able to build the house, which replaces the home she lost during Hurricane Katrina in 2005. Work on the raised structure began Jan. 
21 and was completed on March 7, 2010. Disaster response volunteers enjoy a Louisiana shrimp boil prior to participating in the dedication of Linda Meyer’s home. 
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The Alpha Omega Choir from Asbury United Methodist Church in Lafayette will be 
singing the national anthem at the Cincinnati Reds vs. San Francisco Giants game on 
Wednesday, June 9. The youth choir, directed by Dr. Lee Cooke, is honored by the 
invitation. The group is pictured during a performance taken during their choir tour in 
the summer of 2009. 


Asbury UMC- Lafayette 


Asbury United Methodist Church in 
Lafayette will sponsor “Dirtiest Jobs” on 
May 14 for boy in grades 1-5. 

Sponsored by the church’s Children’s 
Ministry, and taking off Mike Lowe’s pro¬ 
gram on the Disney Channel, boys will get 
to “dumpster dive,” have a food fight, par¬ 
ticipate in a scavenger hunt and, at the 


same time, learn a Bible lesson. 

The event will take place in the church’s 
Children’s Ministry Building from 5-9 
p.m., and costs $20 per child. 

Contact for the event is Lynley Jones, 
director of Children’s Ministry, who can be 
reached at (337) 456-6100. 


St. Francisville UMC 


St. Francisville United Methodist 
Church will host United Methodist Market 
Day on May 8 at the church. 

Starting at 9 a.m., events will begin in 
the church’s Fellowship Hall, located at 
4744 Fidelity St. in St. Francisville. 

Church committees are working on set¬ 
ting up food, auctions, a garage sale, vari¬ 
ous arts and artistry projects, a baking con¬ 
test and baked goods for sale. Free child 
care will be provided for shoppers. 

A pancake breakfast starts at 9 a.m. with 
BBQ sandwiches and chips served at 12 
n.n. A jambalaya dinner begins at 5 p.m. 

There will be a garage sale starting at 9 
a.m. for those looking for those great deals 
and hidden treasures among the gently 


used items (no adult clothes, no shoes, and 
no stuffed animals). Event organizers ask, 
“No Early Birds, please.” There will also 
be a silent auction from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. fol¬ 
lowed by a live auction from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

Baked goods will be on sale from 10 
a.m.-6 p.m., and there will be a chance for 
some of the “best cooks in West Feliciana 
Parish” to show off their talents in a baking 
contest. 

Jellies, jams, jewelry, paintings, potted 
plants, cut flower bouquets, birdhouses and 
other items will be featured in the Arts and 
Artistry section from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 

For more information, please contact St. 
Francisville UMC at (225) 635-3763 or 
stfrumc@bellsouth.net. 


St. Mark’s UMC 

“St. Marks has had a strange hold on 
nearly every person who spends more than 
a couple of years in its community. From 
the earliest years which Florence Barthet 
and Cora Stone and Emile Marallo remem¬ 
ber, to recent conversations with James 
Seymour, Champagne Andrews or Judy 
Watts, the feeling is similar: St. Marks is 
like a family to me. ” 

Marjory Freeman, 1979, St. Marks 
Oral History. 

Celebrating its centennial last year, St. 
Mark’s has provided a number of ground¬ 
breaking missions to the New Orleans 
community. In 1909, the Methodist Women 
in New Orleans assumed the leadership of 
a mission that had been based in the city’s 
Irish Channel, and opened St. Mark’s Hall 
at 619-21 Esplanade Avenue. Following 
the settlement house model, Methodist 
women moved into a neighborhood to live 
with and assist people in need. They select¬ 
ed the name, St. Mark, the patron saint of 
Venice, Italy, as a gesture of outreach to 
Italian Catholics who dominated the area at 
the time. An emphasis on outreach, empa¬ 
thy and cutting-edge ministry has charac¬ 
terized St. Mark’s ever since. The current 
church at 1130 North Rampart, at the edge 
of the historic French Quarter, opened in 
1923. The adjacent North Rampart 
Community Center continues its mission of 
serving the city’s youth, and numerous 
Methodist service groups stayed in the 
community center while providing invalu¬ 
able service in the years following the 
flooding after Katrina. 

In its 100-year history, St. Mark’s has 
experienced many “firsts.” In the early 
20th century, people from over 25 different 
nationalities participated in St. Mark’s pro¬ 
grams. In the 1930’s, St. Mark’s offered 
health and dental services that were open to 
people of all races and ethnicities. The 
Community Center operated the first 
indoor pool in the city, also integrated. The 
church and community center fully inte¬ 
grated in the 1960’s. Its pastor, the Rev. 
Andy Foreman, was featured in interna¬ 
tional newspapers as he walked with his 
daughter Pamela to one of the first integrat¬ 
ed elementary schools in New Orleans. In 
1973, a horrible fire resulted in the deaths 
of 25 people in a gay bar, the Upstairs 
Lounge; no church in New Orleans would 
hold a memorial service for the victims. St. 


- New Orleans 



Mark’s stepped forward, and opened its 
doors. It was an inspiring example of the 
Methodist principles of “Open Hearts, 

Open Minds, Open Doors.” Post-Katrina 
St. Mark’s has maintained its tradition of 
feeding the homeless. Currently, over 100 
people are fed every Sunday, often with the 
assistance of Methodists from around the 
state. St. Mark’s mission is recognized in 
its official designation as a “reconciling” 
church. St. Mark’s recognizes and seeks to 
embody the truth that all people are the 
children of God. 

St. Mark’s was an important part of 
many leading social movements, not only 
in the city but also nationally. We wish to 
honor and preserve this history through a 
permanent exhibit. In consultation with 
experts from the Louisiana State Museum, 
we have identified space in the community 
center for a permanent exhibit, and the 
museum will provide cases and the physi¬ 
cal presentation of artifacts. 

What we need now is the loan or contri¬ 
bution of artifacts related to St. Mark’s his¬ 
tory. If you can help, please contact Dr. 
Robin Roberts, rrobert@lsu.edu or (225) 
229-4949. We are looking for items small 
and large—ranging from a deaconess outfit 
to church or community center articles or 
programs. Items may be copied if you do 
not want to loan the objects to the exhibit. 
We appreciate any help you may provide. 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 


On Sunday, April 11, Samantha 
Courtney and her grandmother Carol 
Grafton released four butterflies in Noel 
UMC’s Trickett Garden. Samantha had 
raised the butterflies from caterpillars. 

Samantha thought releasing the butter¬ 
flies was a nice way to honor the memory 
of those persons memorialized in the gar¬ 
den. As she explained to church members, 
butterflies emerging from their chrysalises 
are representative of a new birth and a res¬ 
urrected Savior. She named the butterflies 
Champion (first to emerge), Flower (for 
Spring), Son (for Jesus) and Ooompah- 
Lumpah (the lazy one.) Ooompah-Lumpah 
was renamed Hosanna on Palm Sunday 
when he “came alive after she thought he 


was dead.” The first three butterflies 
released flew off 
into the beautiful 
blue morning sky. 

The fourth butter¬ 
fly perched on 
Samantha’s finger 
before finally rest¬ 
ing and feeding 
from a red azalea. 

One more 
chrysalis remains 
to be “hatched” 
and his name is 
Chase. 




Camphor Memorial United Methodist Church members spent the morning of March 27 
‘Igoing fishing” in the Scotlandville community. The group went door to door to make 
children, adults and families aware of its new Outreach Center, which is opening soon. 
The center will sponsor food and clothing distribution and other programs to fill service 
gaps in the community. 
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Southern University Wesley Foundation students give up to give back 


BY NORMAN J. DOTSON JR. 

The Southern Digest 

Reaching out to the Southern University 
community is part of the Wesley 
Foundation’s mission but a group of stu¬ 
dents took that mission a step further. 

Approximately 20 students accompa¬ 
nied by their advisor, Rev. Willie Laws, 
spent their spring break doing mission 
work in Lake Charles, La. While there, the 
students helped to repair the lingering dam¬ 
age done to some homes in the wake of 
Hurricane Gustav. 

The Wesley Foundation here at 
Southern University offers this opportunity 
every year for students to have the chance 
to go out and help those less fortunate than 
others. 

“When we went to the headquarters I 
didn’t really know what was going on but 
the people there had maps all over the 
place,” said Matthias Brown, a junior 
architecture major. “They were connected 
and that was a representation of how we 
are all sewn together like a fabric. It was 
good to see the unity they had and it was 
also good to know what little we did could 
actually help someone less fortunate than 
us.” 

The thought of giving up their spring 
break didn’t sit well with a few students at 
first, but as the trip progressed, they were 


easily swayed into the spirit of fellowship. 

“Honestly, my mindset before going 
down was one of not really wanting to go, I 
was just going to be going,” said Lorenzo 
Henderson, a senior psychology major 
from Shreveport. “After getting down there 
and seeing that you helped other people 
and changed their lives, I enjoyed myself.” 

Togetherness was the outlining theme of 
the whole experience. Not only did the stu¬ 
dents work with one another, they also 
worked with local residents who were very 
appreciative of their assistance. Rev. Laws 
recounted a situation where one of the 
ladies was so grateful for their help that she 
spent a portion of what little money she 
had to buy food to cook for the students as 
a token of her appreciation. 

According to Zachary native and junior 
therapeutic recreation major Demetrius 
Rogers the very same woman lost the roof 
of her house during Hurricane Gustav, and 
a contractor took $20,000 from her without 
doing the job. But this never deterred her 
faith. 

Faith was a very important aspect of this 
trip. For many, observing the hardships that 
others were going through allowed them to 
appreciate what they have. For others, 
watching those in a less fortunate situations 
staying strong through their faith only 
served to strengthen their own. 

“One of the ladies was so grateful for 


everything that we did for her and she was 
overwhelmed with joy,” added Javon 
Spears, criminal justice major from 
Hammond, La. “She always kept her faith 
through all of her hardships and said that 
God blessed her through us.” 


Dotson is the Editor in Chief for The 
Southern Digest. Reprinted with permission 
from The Southern Digest, the student pub¬ 
lication for Southern University in Baton 
Rouge. 



Disaster Response, from page 5 

er’s propane tank exploded. Linda survived 
the accident, but John died as a result of his 
injuries. 

Still stunned by the tragedy, Meyer went 
to live temporarily with relatives in Pearl 
River, La. Family members mentioned her 
situation to a company that ultimately 
donated a used trailer to her. 

“They gave me the trailer on Memorial 
Day of 2006. It took a few months to pre¬ 
pare it for living in, but I was determined to 
come back home. This was where John and 
I lived for 26 years. It was comforting for 
me to be there,” Meyer said. 

She received promises of help from sev¬ 
eral organizations. When none of them 
materialized, she began to lose hope of 
ever having a permanent home on her 
property. 


One day, Meyer’s mother-in-law noticed 
an ad for the Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry in the local 
paper. She made an appointment with Dale 
Kimball, special projects manager, to dis¬ 
cuss her situation. 

“I remember going to church several 
days before the appointment. I was so 
down, and I prayed so hard. I told God that 
I just couldn’t handle it all anymore,” she 
said. 

Kimball recalls his first meeting with 
Meyer. “When she came in, she just kept 
saying, ‘If you can’t help me, please tell 
me up front.’ It was obvious that she had 
been disappointed many times,” he said. 

With the help of donations and volun¬ 
teer labor, the United Methodist disaster 
response ministry in Louisiana was able to 
give Meyer the home she needed. Work on 


the raised structure began Jan. 21 and was 
completed on March 7. 

Meyer’s home was completed during a 
“building blitz” in the New Orleans area 
that involved 21 disaster response teams 
from 12 states and three foreign countries. 
“A total of 540 volunteers were involved in 
the blitz,” said Kimball. “In addition to 
Linda’s home, three additional homes were 
framed, and the teams worked on 19 other 
projects.” 

From the beginning, Meyer was 
impressed with the help she received from 
the United Methodist response ministry. 
“When I spoke to their group, it was such a 
different experience. There were no false 
promises. No ‘We can’t help you because 
we’re leaving town.’ The Methodists have 
been helping people from the very begin¬ 
ning (of the storm).” 


The Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response Ministry has helped sur¬ 
vivors recover from Hurricanes Katrina, 
Rita, Gustav and Ike. Working with United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, the 
Louisiana organization has gutted 6,200 
homes, completed 3,818 rebuilds and 2,352 
new builds. Case management has been 
provided to more than 18,500 families 
since August 2005. 

“To date, the ministry has overseen the 
response efforts of more than 5,900 teams 
providing nearly 72,000 volunteers,” 
Kimball said. “The volunteers have served 
close to 3 million hours of donated time.” 

During the dedication of her new home, 
Meyer was overwhelmed as she tearfully 
offered her thanks to the dozens of volun¬ 
teers who helped with the project. “I can 
definitely say this is truly God’s house.” 
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Help ia& "MotKer” tHe^ CVulcbrew 
God/ 'focuy b&vxt ovur way 

May 9 

Mother’s Day 

Church Offering 

for 

Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services, Inc. 


Envelopes are available in your local church. 


Please make your donations by placing your 
check in the offering plate or by mailing your 
check to the Louisiana Annual Conference 
offices at 527 North Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 
70802. 

Make out checks payable to the Louisiana 
Annual Conference and indicate the La. UM 
Children and Family Services in the memo por¬ 
tion of the check. 




Youth 2011 website offers glimpse of next year’s national youth gathering 


A website kicking off Youth 2011, next 
year’s national youth gathering for the 
United Methodist Church, is now online 
with information and links about the quad¬ 
rennial event sponsored by Young People’s 
Ministries, a division of The General Board 
of Discipleship. 

For the first time, the four-day confer¬ 
ence in July 2011 will be held twice on 
opposite sides of the country to better serve 
the denomination. The event theme is 
“More Than,” and the youth participants 
will be shown that with the presence of 
God they can be “more than” just ordinary. 

“Youth 2011 will bring together thou¬ 
sands of UM youth and their leaders from 
across the country in Sacramento and West 
Lafayette, Indiana, to explore how God 
works through us to be and do ‘More 
Than’ we could ever be on our own,” said 
Rev. Mike Ratliff, associate general secre¬ 


tary of Young People’s Ministries. 

“The launch of www.youth2011.org 
provides a gateway to this event for youth 
and their leaders. Informational and inter¬ 
active, it will become the hub of involve¬ 
ment before, during and after the Youth 
2011 event,” Ratliff said. 

Youth 2011 will be held at Purdue 
University in West Lafayette on July 13-17 
and at the Sacramento Convention Center 
in Sacramento on July 27-31. 

The conference will bring together top 
United Methodist leaders, as well as the 
best ecumenical speakers, bands and talent 
with thousands of youth from all around 
the nation. The event will include passion¬ 
ate worship experiences, concerts, Bible 
study, small groups, breakout workshops, 
interactive exhibits, onsite mission opportu¬ 
nities and late-night fun and games. 

The Youth 2011 events are designed for 


students in junior high/middle school and 
high school. 

The multimedia-infused website fea¬ 
tures photos, video and a blog page with 
video updates and articles for youth and 
youth workers. It is linked into social net¬ 
working sites like Twitter, Facebook, 
MySpace and the media sites Flickr and 
YouTube. 

The site’s Volunteer Page includes infor¬ 
mation about opportunities to help at Youth 
2011, including leadership roles for break¬ 
out sessions and affinity groups. In addi¬ 
tion, volunteers can sign up to be part of 
the Veteran Youth Workers Care Team, a 
group ofpastors and veteran youth workers 
who will volunteer time to meet with other 
youth workers to listen to their situations 
and offer advice and encouragement, and to 
be servant team members who will take on 
active roles at the events, from setting up 


chairs to serving communion. 

On the last night of both events, several 
United Methodist youth who are living out 
the “More Than” theme will be invited on 
stage to share their story in a relaxing, 
informal interview style. Youth ages 12-17 
with stories that might inspire others who 
think they are ordinary to “Think again!” 
are being sought to talk about their experi¬ 
ences. The website includes a link to sub¬ 
mit youth for consideration. 

GBOD’s mission is to support annual 
conference and local church leaders for 
their task of equipping world-changing dis¬ 
ciples. An agency of The United Methodist 
Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand 
Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. Visit 
www.gbod.org for more information or call 
the Communications Office at (877) 899- 
2780, Ext. 1726. 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

“KIDS KAMP” ACTIVITIES 

The following are the activities that 
are planned for children who have 
completed Kindergarten - 6th 
grades. Please choose the ones 
your child(ren) will be attending 
and email those choices to 
lylln@universitymethodist. org no 
later than Friday, May 21. 

All outings will be in 
Shreveport/Bossier City area. 

Fees are in addition to the 
childcare fee. 

Money for any souvenirs is extra. 

Monday morning... 

_ Sci-Port 

’ 10:00- 11:45/$10.00 

Monday afternoon .... 

_ Kid City 

1:30- 3:30/$ 3.00 

Tuesday morning ... 

._ Jumpin’ Jupiter 

9:30- 11:30/$7.00 

Tuesday afternoon.... 

_ IMAX “Sea Monsters’’ movie 

2:00 - 3:30/$ 8.50 

Wednesday morning.... 

_ Gators and Friends 

(Greenwood,LA) 

9:30- 11:30/$5.00 

Wednesday Afternoon 

_ Recreation/activities at 

" NoelUMC 


Additional Annual 
Conference Meals 

Perkins Alumni 

Monday, June 7 - 5:30 p.m. $12 
First UMC, Shreveport 
Reservations: 

Rev. M. Theresa McConnell 
c/o Lakeview UMC 
5550 South Lakeshore Dr. 
Shreveport, LA 71119 

COSROW Luncheon 
Tuesday, June 8-12 noon $16 
Whited Room, Centenary Campus 
Guest speaker: Rev. Amy Mercer 
Reservations: 

Rev. Jared Williams 
3350 Dalrymple Dr. 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
(225) 344-0343 
Candler Alumni 

Monday, June 7 - 5:15 p.m. $12 
First UMC, Shreveport 
Reservations: 

Rev. Frances Hooten 
Revshoot2@bellsouth.net 


HILDCARE - 2010 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 



Infant/Pre-K (beginning with 3 months) K - 6^ graders (completed these grades) 
Noel UMC - Sun. & Tues. evenings/daytime First UMC - Mon. Ordination Service 


Complete one form for EACH child. All children MUST be registered for the daytime childcare. No "drop-ins" can be taken. 
REGISTRATIONS MUST BY RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY ,, MAY 21. Childcare provided for evening services. Pre¬ 
registration not necessary. 


Fee: $30 [first child] per day plus $20 for each additional child. Rates for individual sessions available upon request, [see 
schedule below) Make checks payable to University UMC/Memo-A C Childcare. Mail form and check to University UMC, 
3350 Dalrymple Dr., Baton Rouge, LA 70802 attn. -Lylln Brinkman. 


*** Childcare for Sunday afternoon meetings/worship service: $10 per child. Bag supper MUST BE 

PROVIDED BY PARENTS if the child is staying through the memorial service. *** Lunches will be provided for 
daytime sessions. 

_ Sun. afternoon committee meetings _ Sun. evening, Memorial Service, Noel UMC 

_ Mon. AM during business session Mon. PM during business session 

_ Mon. evening, Ordination Service, First UMC 

_ Tues. AM during business session_Tues. PM during business sessions 

_ Tues. evening, Healing Service, Noel UMC 

_ Wed. AM during business session_Wed. PM during business session 

CHILD'S NAME: _ Boy _ Girl 

Age: _ Birthdate:_ 

Allergies:_ 

Medication:_ 

Other special needs/info for adequate care:_ 

Parent(s) attending annual conference:_ 

Cell phone of parent(s) attending annual conference:_ 

E-mail of parents(s):_ 



Emergency contact names/numbers attending conference: 


*** K-6^ 1 graders will be participating in daily fun trips. Register separately for those activities by 
emailing Lylln Guth Brinkman at lvlln@universitvmethodist.org 


Rick Foster, from page 1 
circumstances puts us in control-rather 
than just reacting. “When you’re on auto¬ 
matic pilot, you’re a victim of circum¬ 
stance. When you’re in control, you don’t 
feel like a victim anymore,” said Foster. 

Ministers can model these behaviors 
and attitudes for their congregation, helping 
to improve the physical and emotional 
health of the community. 

Embracing different options prevents 
congregations from “getting stuck” in any 
one way of doing things, said Foster. 
“Creating variety and doing things differ¬ 
ently is good for the brain. Although we 
think change is scary and more painful, it 
feels good.” 

During the April workshop, Foster out¬ 
lined nine choices that “redefine” what it 
takes to create “happiness, vitality and 


well-being.” 

Those choices are: change the pathways 
of your brain with your thoughts; take con¬ 
trol of your health by triumphing over the 
‘victim brain’; envision your joys and pas¬ 
sion and tell vibrant stories about them; do 
the things you love to alter your biochem¬ 
istry; convert the sadness, fear, anger, and 
despair of trauma and illness into meaning, 
opportunity and action; create hope and 
resilience by uncovering hidden possibili¬ 
ties; value your life and your body and 
express appreciation for others; build a 
thriving Marketplace of Giving; and tell the 
truth to your body, yourself and others. 

Foster also encouraged the clergy at the 
workshop to follow a specific formula on 
building trust. The steps for building a high 
level of trust within churches include: high 
levels of interaction among members and 


church leaders; high levels of flexibility 
where clergy and members listen to one 
another and “move” with one another; and 
high levels of disclosure on what individu¬ 
als truly think and feel. 

Foster stressed the importance of taking 
responsibility for one’s actions and circum¬ 
stances without blaming others or feeling 
like a victim of circumstance. “The focus is 
on understanding what you can control and 
what you can’t. It is also about being truly 
proactive and taking responsibility with 
your health, rather than waiting for others 
to act or hiding behind your personal 
defense mechanisms (such as blaming).” 

Foster advised the clergy attending the 
April workshop to deal with frustrations in 
the church with good humor and a high 
level of passion for their work. 
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Spanish language resources for ministers 


El Cristiano Como Ministro completes 
the list of Spanish-language resources pub¬ 
lished by the General Board of Higher 
Education and Ministry for those who are 
exploring ordained or licensed ministry in 
The United Methodist Church. 

“We are pleased to be able to offer 12 
new resources in Spanish, including the 
Spanish translation of The Christian as 
Minister, which will supplement the corre¬ 
sponding English editions,” said the Rev. 
Sharon Rubey, GBHEM’s director of 
Candidacy and Conference Relations. 
“Many Hispanic candidates for ministry 
speak and read English, but it is not their 
first language. So these materials will 
allow them to complete the process of ordi¬ 
nation without a language barrier.” 

The new resources published since 
General Conference 2008 incorporate 
changes to The Book of Discipline that 
resulted from General Conference action. 

The four books, a DVD, four flyers, and 
three brochures, range from a general 
information brochure about GBHEM to 
Cumpliendo con el llamado de Dios: Guia 
y normas para la candidature, the guide¬ 
book for the candidacy process for 
ordained ministry. The guidebook can only 
be purchased through the online candidacy 
Web site, after a candidate for ordained 
ministry is enrolled. 

The series of three other books provide 
information that will be useful to those 
considering ordained ministry and are all 
available through Cokesbury. 

Comprendiendo el llamado de Dios: Un 
proceso para discemer el llamado al minis- 
terio, the Spanish translation of 
Understanding God’s Call: A Ministry 
Inquiry Process, is designed to help any 
Christian explore how faith and vocation 
are related. El Cristiano como Ministro: 
Explora el significado del llamado de Dios 
al ministerio 2009-2012, offers an intro¬ 
duction into the meaning of God’s call to 
ministry, the vision of that ministry, and the 
opportunities for servant leadership in the 
UMC. 

Mentores como Instrumentos del llama¬ 
do de Dios, the Spanish edition of Mentors 
as Instruments of God’s Call, by Justo L. 
Gonzalez is a new edition of a guide for 
those in the process of discerning a call to 
ministry or seeking to clarify their call. 

The DVD, Ordained Ministry in The 
United Methodist Church, provides moving 
first-person accounts by elders, deacons, 
chaplains, and pastoral counselors about 
what it means to be called to ordained min¬ 
istry. It is now available with both Spanish 
and Korean subtitles. 

A series of flyers and brochures about 
ordained ministry are also available for 
downloading as a PDF at 
www.gbhem.org/bom. These include: 
Ministerio de los Presbiteros y Presbiteras 
(Ministry of the Elder); El Ministerio 
Diaconal (Ministry of the Deacon); 
Ministerio de Capellanes y Consejeros 
Pastorles (Ministry of Chaplains and 
Pastoral Counselors; El Ministerio del 
Pastor Local con Licencia (Ministry of the 
Licensed Local Pastor); and Pasos hacia el 
Ministerio Ordenado o con Licencia (Steps 
Into Ordained and Licensed Ministry) are 


all down¬ 
loadable. 

A 

brochure 
about chap¬ 
lains and 
pastoral 
counselors, 

Mas alia de 
los muros 
de la igle- 
sia: 

Considere 
la oportuni- 
diad de 
ejercer su 
ministerio 
como 

capellan o consejero pastoral, and the 
United Methodist Endorsing Agency is also 
available. 

The books, with the exception of the 
candidacy guidelines, can be ordered from 
Cokesbury at 1-800-672-1789. To request 
copies of the brochures, or the subtitled 
DVD, contact 615-340-7374 or e-mail 
dom@gbhem.org. 



Lakeview UMC - Shreveport 

An adult Sunday School class at Lakeview United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
recently hosted a fish fry as a fund raiser for missions. Church members and guests 
are shown enjoying the fish, prepared by class members. 


225.346.1535 800.256.9317 www.umf.org 



Income when VO LI 
need it 

Flexible Deferred Gift Annuities allow you to defer 
income until you choose to receive it. The annuity rate will 
be higher the longer you defer your payments, and part of 
each payment may even be tax-free as a return of principal. 

You don’t have to decide when you want to 
receive your annuity income until you are ready 


One Life Flexible Deferred 

Gift Annuity Rates 

Age 

Age at 
Payout 

Payout 

Rate 

40 

60 

11.4% 

50 

60 

7.5% 

40 

65 

14.8% 

45 

65 

12.1% 

40 

70 

19.7% 

45 

70 

16.0% 

50 

70 

13.0% 

55 

70 

10.5% 


You pick the datel 
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Conference seeks part-time director of youth ministries 


The Louisiana Annual Conference of 
The United Methodist Church is seeking a 
part-time Conference Director of Youth 
Ministries. The three major components of 
this position include the facilitation of faith 
enhancing, relevant, and safe conference¬ 
wide spiritual life events for youth; work¬ 
ing with denominational structures toward 
the end of enhancing ministries to youth; 


and developing the young people of the 
Louisiana Conference into strong, spiritual 
leaders. 

The director will work as a part of the 
Conference Mission Cabinet staff and coor¬ 
dinate the work of the Conference Council 
on Youth Ministries. 

A complete job description and applica¬ 
tion form can be found on the conference 


website at www.la-umc.org 

Residence in Baton Rouge is not a 
requirement for the position, but the job 
will require coordination through the 
Conference Office as well as travel 
throughout the state. 

Applications are due by May 20, 2010. 
Contact information is included with the 
application. 


Mission Day 



Margaret Johnson, right, chairperson for the Louisiana Conference Global Health Initiative Task Force, takes the HIV/AIDS test 
during the Aug. 29 HIV/AIDS testing program sponsored by the Louisiana Annual Conference last year. The initiative used 
Baton Rouge for the pilot program, where local churches participated as testing sites. The program will be repeated on June 8 at 
Centenary College during the 2010 Louisiana Annual Conference. The free HIV/AIDS testing clinic is only one component of an 
afternoon of health-related activities that will be available to conference delegates and members of the Shreveport community. 


Delegates join in health related mission projects 


The Mission Day held during the 2009 
Louisiana Annual Conference in Kenner 
was so successful that a second Louisiana 
Conference Mission Day is scheduled for 
the afternoon of Tuesday, June 8 during this 
year’s Conference in Shreveport, La. 
Coordinated by the Conference Global 
Health Initiative Task Force, the focus of 
the Mission Day is stamping out diseases 
of poverty such as HIV/AIDS, malaria, and 
tuberculosis. 

“This year’s Mission Day helps to make 
us all aware of the health needs of individu¬ 
als in the conference, as well as the global 
community. It also gives us an opportunity 


to be involved in solving health related 
problems,” said Margaret Johnson, chair¬ 
person for the task force. “With education, 
prayer and money for research, we can 
work toward eradicating diseases like 
malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS. 
Researchers were able to develop a vaccine 
for polio, stamping out a disease that was 
devastating worldwide,” said Johnson. 

A highlight of the day includes an on- 
campus clinic providing free confidential 
HIV testing and counseling. The clinic, mn 
by trained personnel, will be open from 1-5 
p.m. It will be held in room 108 in the 
Smith Building on Centenary’s campus. 


Testing and counseling is offered to mem¬ 
bers of the Annual Conference and to the 
general public. 

A second highlight includes a Health 
Fair from 12-4 p.m. in room 107 in the 
Smith Building. As with the clinic, quali¬ 
fied personnel will be on site to provide 
testing and counseling. Participants will 
receive blood pressure screening, body 
mass index for these services. There is no 
need to schedule a time for these services. 

However, for those wishing to receive a 
lipids screening, the test will be limited to 
the first 48 people who schedule. Lipids 

See Mission Day, page i 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

A Time for Spiritual Gifts 


I’ve just returned from 
Columbus, Ohio and a meeting of 
the Council of Bishops. While 
there I was constantly being asked, 
“What more can happen to the peo¬ 
ple of Louisiana?” “What is the lat¬ 
est news on the oil slick?” “How is 
this going to impact your area this 
time?” “Is there anything we can 
do to be of help?” People were gen¬ 
uinely concerned. 

It is indeed an almost unbeliev¬ 
able turn of events to have the 
explosion on the rig in the Gulf of 
Mexico and then to have the oil 
begin gushing forth from an uncon¬ 
trolled wellhead. The immediate 
tragedy was the loss of human life 
that occurred. Our love, prayers 
and sympathy are extended to those 
families whose loved ones were vic¬ 
tims of the explosion. The second 
great tragedy is the one in the mak¬ 
ing. What will happen to the eco¬ 
system, to the fishing and seafood 
industry and the people who make 
their livelihood there, and how will 
this affect the already fragile coast¬ 
line? And, of course, it is not just 
Louisiana that is threatened; the 
entire Gulf coast could be endan¬ 
gered. 

The great frustration everyone 
seems to be feeling at this time is 
the sense of helplessness. There is 
nothing like sitting and waiting for 
what seems an eternity to see what 
the next challenge might be. Will it 
be human beings who are most in 
need of our help? Will it be coast¬ 
line cleanup that will call us forth? 
Will it be learning to adjust our eat¬ 
ing habits because of the lack of a 
staple along the coast? What will it 
be? 

As I contemplate what our 
response needs to be, the fruit of the 
Spirit keeps coming to my mind. In 
Galatians 5:22 these spiritual fruits 
are listed for our desire as well as 
our use. “But the fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, patience, kind¬ 
ness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle¬ 
ness, self-control.” Now is certain¬ 
ly the time for us to show forth the 
love of Jesus Christ for the natural 
creation and for his beloved chil¬ 
dren. If ever there was a time to lift 
others spirits with the beautiful gift 
of joy - not giddiness, but efferves¬ 
cent confidence in the presence of 
God - it is now. And the peace that 
passes understanding along with the 
patient steadiness that indicates that 
nothing can separate us from the 
love of God are attributes those who 


are filled with 
anxiety need to 
encounter. 

Kindness 
should be fore¬ 
most in our 
actions. 

Goodness needs 
to be in our 
thoughts and 
speech so that we 
are supportive of 
all whose lives and livelihood are 
threatened, as well as of those who 
are working feverishly to find a 
solution to the problem. Faithful 
attention to our spiritual lives and 
our spiritual insights will bring a 
healing balm to all who are overly 
wrought with worry and fear for 
tomorrow; gentleness of approach 
and care for all who are angry and 
unsettled will foster healing; and 
our own self-control of our want to 
blame someone for this unintended 
disaster will keep the negative 
waves of criticism to a minimum 
and will allow for constructive 
building of a plan for the days 
ahead. 

Yes, now is time for all of us 
who proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, 
and who pray for the strength and 
blessing of the Holy Spirit to acti¬ 
vate our spiritual gifts. Now is the 
time for us to employ our spiritual 
insights for the stability of our spir¬ 
its and souls in these difficult and 
uncertain circumstances. 

We’ve all journeyed through 
some very difficult times together. 
We will journey together through 
this time as well. And as we do, let 
us refresh ourselves with the call to 
live by the Spirit and walk by the 
Spirit. (Galatians 5:25) It is not just 
a physical life we share together. It 
is indeed a spiritual life that binds 
us at the deepest points. That bind¬ 
ing has led us into the heart of the 
problem more than once in order to 
proclaim the love of Jesus Christ for 
the people of the world and to bring 
justice to the society in which we 
live. God is calling us to do no 
less this time! May God’s abundant 
blessings be with each of us as we 
move forward. 


In Christ’s love, 

fall 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



A total of 107 students, interns and pastors from 10 Louisiana Wesley Foundations met 
at Caney Conference Center in Minden April 16-18 for a weekend of serenity, friend¬ 
ship and worship. Participants enjoyed hiking, volleyball, Frisbee throwing, football, and 
‘napping in a scenic location.’ The group assembled 75 health kits to help UMCOR 
replenish their supply after assisting with the earthquake in Haiti. Rev. Derrick Joyce 
from First UMC in Shreveport led the weekend and worship music was led by Wes and 
Laura Blaylock of Deas Veil. 



Frankie Vickers and Melanie Young, members of St. Paul’s UMC in Harahan, and Rev. 
Sheri Zehner, pastor, are shown making jewelry that will be sold at the 2010 Louisiana 
Annual Conference in Shreveport. Funds from the sales will go to support the 
Conference Global Health Initiative. Members of the church began making jewelry for 
mission last summer when they sold the items at their ‘Books and Baubles’ sale. Funds 
were used to buy school uniforms and supplies for needy children in the community. 
Volunteers have been working since last fall, designing and making jewelry to be sold 
at this year's annual conference. 


Louisiana Conference' 


NOW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Conference United Methodist Women prepare for 
2010 School of Christian Mission 


Louisiana 


Welcoming You 



Dolores Giles 
Dean 

2010 School of Christian Mission 



Judy Willis 
Assitant Dean 

2010 School of Christian Mission 


For many years the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women 
have sponsored their School of Christian 
Mission. The School of Mission has a 
two-fold emphasis: 1 .The global mission 
of the church and the responsibility of 
Christians within it; and 2. The training 
of leadership and membership for pro¬ 
motion and interpretation of the purpose 
and program of the United Methodist 
Women. 

The theme this year is “Faith-Hope- 
Love in Action”. As people of Faith, we 
trust in the promise of Christ to bring 
light into darkness and new life to bro¬ 
kenness and death. As people of Hope, 
we celebrate and share the good news of 
Jesus Christ. Together in the world we 
are partners in God’s mission of healing 
and wholeness so that all might have 
abundant life. As people of God, we 
Love because God first loved us. It is out 
of that love we welcome all into commu¬ 
nity, unite what is divided, mend what is 
broken, call for peace where there is war, 
make just what is unjust, and offer hope 
where there is despair. We are all God’s 
people in mission together in the world. 

My Co-Dean, Judy Willis and I wish 
to invite you to participate and share in 


this wonderful, spiritual and informative 
event with us. We are certain that you 
will leave with new insights of the world 
and its people. When coming together 
with others, we want to not only bring 
something to the table, but get something 
from it. 

The Louisiana Conference School of 
Mission will be held July 21-24, 2010 at 
the Wesley Center in Woodworth, LA. 
We have some wonderful study leaders 
preparing to teach and leam with you. 
The spiritual growth study this year is 
“For the Love of God: John’s Letter”; the 
mission and evangelism study is “Joy to 
the World: Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity”; and the geographical study 
for the second year is “The Beauty and 
Courage of Sudan”. 

Judy and I have faith you will come 
and join us in study; we hope you will 
bring members of your unit and other 
friends and family members; we know 
you will show love through your actions 
when you return home. I am looking for¬ 
ward to seeing all of you there. Come. In 
God’s name. 

Dolores G. Giles 

Dean 2010 School of Mission 


We invite you to 
attend our School of 
Christian Mission 
beginning on 
Wednesday, July 21, 
2010 - Saturday, July 
24, 2010, at the Wesley 
Center. Our overall 
theme is “Faith, Hope, 


we celebrated at 

Assembly 2010 in St. Louis in April. As 
United Methodist Women who are disci¬ 
ples of Jesus Christ, we are called to share 
Faith, Hope, and Love and to put them all 
into action. 

We have some exciting studies this year 
and some exciting study leaders. The stud¬ 
ies are: 

For the Love of God: John’s Letters - 
(Spiritual Growth) 

Mission and Evangelism (Joy to the 
World) - (Social Issue) 

Sudan- a repeat from last year 
(Geographical study) 

Our Spiritual Growth Study “For the 
Love of God, The Epistles of John“ focus¬ 
es on God’s Word to us today with the 
emphasis on loving all humanity, as well as 
on revealing who among us are false teach¬ 
ers. The authors of this book, Justo and 
Catherine Gunsalus Gonzalez, wrote, “It 
was because God first loved him that John 
wrote these Epistles. It is because God first 
loved us that we now study them.” The 
goal of this study is to hear the message of 
love in John’s letters and reflect on how 
love is the foundation for community, rela¬ 
tionships, and our work together as women 
in mission. 

Harriett Jane Olson, deputy general sec¬ 
retary of the Women’s Division, reminds us 
of our calling. She wrote “Our work as 
United Methodist Women is part of a con¬ 
tinuing story of the work of the community 
that God calls ... You know our history. 
Foremothers responded to the dehumaniz¬ 
ing conditions facing sisters across town 
and around the globe, and in so doing, they 
found their own humanity by securing the 
right to vote, serving in office, obtaining 
health care, education, ordination and liv¬ 
ing out God’s call. We follow them in mis¬ 
sion, uniting our hands to the biblical mes¬ 
sage that Jesus loves each one and calls us 
to love each one as well. The mission 
projects and advocacy campaigns that we 
support make knowing God’s love and joy 
possible for those who are at the margins - 
the boy stolen to be a soldier, the girl traf¬ 
ficked, the man in detention, the woman 
unheard in her own immigration trial. We 
work to create neighborhoods, schools, and 
systems in this country and around the 
world in which God’s love can be seen and 
God’s joy can be experienced. We do it 
because God first loved us.” 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let 
earth receive her King. “Joy to the World” 
is a shout of celebration, penned by the 
great hymn writer Isaac Watts in 1719. 

The Social Issue Study is “Joy to the 
World: Mission in the Age of Global 


Christianity” written by Dana L. Robert, 
who is Professor of World Christianity and 
History of Mission at Boston University 
School of Theology. She is the daughter 
of Charlie and Mary Ellen Robert, mem¬ 
bers of Broadmoor United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge, LA. We are 
indeed proud to have one of our own sis¬ 
ters from Louisiana recognized by having 
her book selected as our Social Issue Study 
Book for Schools of Christian Mission 
across the country in 2010. You will truly 
be blessed by this book. 

“Joy to the World” explores how mis¬ 
sion and evangelism flow from joyous 
gratitude for the good news of Jesus Christ. 
For United Methodists, Christian mission is 
a response to God’s presence in Jesus 
Christ who came into the world with a 
message of forgiveness, joy, and hope for 
all of God’s creation. We carry this mes¬ 
sage wherever we go. We are living wit¬ 
nesses to the belief in Emmanuel “God 
with us.” 

Like the adult study, the youth or teen 
study will be “Joy to the World” or 
“Embracing the World”. It is about 
embracing the world through mission and 
Evangelism, with an emphasis on how mis¬ 
sion and evangelism are changing in an age 
of globalization. 

Finally, our geographical study is back 
again from last year and it is, “The Beauty 
and Courage of Sudan: Why a Dream of 
Peace is Possible 44 . This study offers an 
extended portrait of Sudan. Using our lov¬ 
ing eye in this study, we can see that Sudan 
and its people embody and inspirit many of 
the issues of the 21st century continent of 
Africa. Their beauty and courage promise 
the hope that eventually they will realize 
the dream of peace. 

Limited scholarships are available for 
adult and young adult United Methodist 
Women and for youth. You MUST apply 
and you MUST meet the deadline in order 
to be considered. Scholarship applications 
can be found on line through the confer¬ 
ence website. The deadline is June 1st. 
Additional info on youth and adult scholar¬ 
ship applications is highlighted separately 
in this UMW insert. Please see the School 
of Mission Registration Form found in this 
newsletter edition. 

We want to thank in advance our Dean 
and Assistant Dean, all of our study lead¬ 
ers, musicians, executive team and every¬ 
one who will participate in making this 
year’s School of Christian Mission a great 
success. On behalf of the Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women, we 
extend an invitation to all to attend the 
School of Christian Mission and we know 
that you will not leave the same as you 
came. You will be glad that you came and 
you will be BLESSED! 

May God continue to bless and keep 
you and the United Methodist Women as 
we further the work of Christ together. 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman, President 

Louisiana Conference 

United Methodist Women 


CALLING ALL UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
£ OUR LOUISIANA MISSION AGENCIES NEED YOUR SUPPORT!” 

We all should be aware that our President, Edna Hickman, has recently 
made an appeal for monetary donations from our UMW units to be sent to 
Haiti. Now, I am requesting that we meet some specific needs unique to 
each of our home mission projects. 

Dulac Community Center - School Supplies and Baby items 
MacDonell Children’s Services (Houma) - Hygiene products and socks (all sizes). 
UMCOR/Sager Brown (Baldwin) - Baby Layette Kits and Health Kits for Haiti Relief 
North Rampart Community Center (New Orleans)-Monetary donations toward 
educational equipment 


Layette Kit Contents 

6 cloth diapers 

2 shirts or 2 one-piece body suites 
2 baby washcloths 
2 gowns or sleepers 
2 diaper pins 

1 sweater (open in the front) 

2 receiving blankets 


Health Kit Contents 

1 hand towel (15”x25” to 17”x27”) 

(no kitchen towels) 

1 washcloth 

1 comb (large, sturdy not pocket-size) 

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (no 
emeryBoards or toenail clippers) 

1 bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and up) 

1 toothbrush(single brushes only in 
original wrapper no child-size 
brushes) 

6 adhesive plastic strip sterile 
bandages 

See Support, page 6 
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Presenting the 2010 School of Christian Mission 


Rev. Gene Rives 

Rev. Rives is an 
elder in the Louisiana 
Annual Conference of 
the United Methodist 
Church. He has been 
serving as pastor for 
First United Methodist 
Church of Baker and 
for Bethel United 
Methodist Church 
since 2004. He is a 
native of Baton Rouge and has been mar¬ 
ried to his wife, Patty, for 38 years. They 
have three grown sons and one daughter; as 
well as two grandsons and two grand¬ 
daughters. Gene received his calling into 
ordained ministry in 1996, after having 
owned several businesses for over twenty- 
five years. He began seminary in 1997 and 
received his M.Div. from Perkins School of 
Theology in 2001. His first appointment 
after seminary was as the Associate Pastor 
to University United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge. Among many community 
connections, Gene is the Chaplain for the 
Baker Fire Department, past Chairman of 
the Board of the United Methodist Mission 
Center (now United Methodist HOPE 
Ministries), a past mentor for Kids Hope 
USA and a member of the Baton Rouge 
Crisis Intervention Center’s LOSS Team. 

He is also trained and certified in 
Intentional Interim Ministry. 

Reverend Rives will lead this year’s 
Spiritual Growth study, For the Love of 
God: John’s Letters. 

Joy to the World: 
Mission in the 
Age of Global 
Christianity 
Study Leaders 

Rev, Clifton C. Conrad, 

Rev .Conrad is a 
native of Baton Rouge, 

LA. He is a graduate 
of the University of 
Southwestern 
Louisiana (now ULL) 
with a B. S. in 
Education and a M. Ed 
in Guidance and 
Counseling. He com¬ 
pleted Course of Study 
at Perkins School of 
Theology in 1997 and 
received his Master of 
Divinity degree from Gammon School of 
Theology, in 2007. He has served the 
Calvary United Methodist Church in 
Thibodaux, Immanuel United Methodist 
Church in Lafayette and is currently serv¬ 
ing as pastor of St. Mark United Methodist 
Church in Opelousas. 

Pastor Conrad retired from the Lafayette 
Parish School System in 2006 after serving 
as a Science teacher and a School 
Counselor. He is the past president of the 
Acadiana District United Methodist Men, 


past president of the Fellowship of 
Associate Members and Local Pastors for 
the Louisiana Annual conference, and past 
KRS and Basileus of the Upsilon Rho 
Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. 
He currently serves as the Chair of the 
Acadiana District Ministry Team and Chair 
of the Acadiana District Board of Church 
Location for the United Methodist Church. 

He and his wife, Kathleen, have been 
married for 32 years. They have two chil¬ 
dren, Clifton, Jr., who currently resides in 
Huntsville, AL and Chantel, 26, who is cur¬ 
rently residing in Lafayette, LA. 

Deacon Bernadine Johnson 

Rev. Johnson is an ordained deacon in 
full connection in the Louisiana 
Conference, and was a 
delegate to the 2008 
General Conference 
and to the 2008 and the 
2004 South Central 
Jurisdictional 
Conferences. She 
serves as chairperson 
of the Order of 
Deacons and on the 
Executive Committee 
of the Conference 
Board of Ordained 
Ministry. She also 
serves on the Conference Relations 
Committee and on the Baton Rouge 
District Committee on Ministry. Deacon 
Johnson has served as a study leader for 
the Louisiana Conference School of 
Christian Mission for the studies on Sudan, 
Mexico, Creating Interfaith Community, 
Globalization, Israel-Palestine, and Native 
American Survival She has been involved 
with United Methodist Women for many 
years, serving as speaker for United 
Methodist Women Sunday, leading mini¬ 
school studies, and presentations to district 
and local units. She has participated in an 
immersion experience on the Arizona- 
Mexico border sponsored by the General 
Board of Higher Education and Ministry; 
and a Louisiana Volunteers in Mission con¬ 
struction project in South Africa. 

She is an attorney in public service 
practice working in lawyer regulation and 
ethics. She is a member of the 2010 
Exxon-Mobil Community Dialogue Group 
in Baton Rouge. She is also active in 
Kairos Prison Ministry and Walk to 
Emmaus. 

Deacon Johnson also serves as resident 
deacon at First United Methodist Church in 
Baker. She completed graduate theological 
studies through Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist 
University. She received the Juris Doctor 
degree from Whittier College School of 
Law, and the Bachelor of Arts degree from 
California State University at Los Angeles. 
She is a native of New Orleans and resides 
in Baton Rouge. 

Rev. Derrick D.Hills 

Rev. Hills serves St. Mark United 
Methodist Church, Baton Rouge, after six 
years of ministry at Newman UMC in 
Alexandria, which is the oldest African 
American church in the city of Alexandria. 
Rev. Hills brings to the St. Mark Church 
family 30 years of ministry experience 


from a wide range of venues. He is a for¬ 
mer campus minister of 
Grambling State 
University where he 
served as Director of 
United Campus 
Ministry of Grambling, 
a ministry supported by 
the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of the 
United Methodist 
Church. In addition, he 
was a pastor in the 
Louisiana Conference 
of the Christian Methodist Episcopal 
Church, having served several appoint¬ 
ments over a 17 year period. 

A native of Shreveport, Rev. Hills is 
married to Sharron Robinson for 27 years. 
They have two children, Darrius D’wayne 
(23) and Brittany Camille (19). Rev. Hills 
is the younger of two children bom to Mrs. 
Dorothy Dell McCutcheon Hills Pinkney 
and the late Mr. Marion Hills. His brother 
is Marion S. Hills, who is lay minister, and 
a member at the Faith United Methodist 
Church, Shreveport. 

Rev. Hills serves as Director of the 
Local Pastors and Associate Members of 
the Annual Conference; on the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Ordained Ministry; 
and on the Louisiana Conference Worship 
Committee. 

Some civic affiliations that he holds are: 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.; City of 
Alexandria, Human Relations Commission; 
Volunteers of America Advisory Board; 
City-Wide Cmsade - Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day Parade (Alexandria); Former 
Member - National Campus Ministry 
Association; and, Former Member - United 
Methodist Campus Ministry Association. 

Rev. Hills is a graduate of the oldest 
historically black college west of the 
Mississippi, Wiley College in Marshall, 
Texas where he achieved a Bachelor of 
Science degree in 1982. Rev. Hills did fur¬ 
ther study at Southern Methodist 
University, Perkins School of Theology, 
Dallas, Texas receiving a Master of 
Divinity in May of 1996. 

Rev. Amy Mercer 

Rev. Mercer, an ordained deacon in full 
connection, is currently serving in the New 
Mexico Conference at 
Western Hills UMC in 
El Paso, Texas. She 
serves as the Director 
of Program Ministries 
at Western Hills and is 
delighted to be back in 
a congregational set¬ 
ting. Before moving to 
the desert, she served 
as Deputy Director and 
the Director of 
Operations for the LA 
United Methodist Disaster Recovery 
Ministry (2006-2009) dealing with the 
aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, 
Gustav and Ike. She answered her call to 
frill time ministry while a member at 
Asbury UMC in Lafayette and in her first 
appointment served as the Minister of 
Missions and Discipleship at Broadmoor 
UMC in Baton Rouge for 6 years. 


As a deacon, and as Program Director at 
WHUMC, her ministry serves as a bridge - 
equipping and encouraging the laity of the 
church to meet the needs of the world. 

Amy states “I have two mission fields - 
one that is sitting in the pews of our 
churches - unaware of the joys of service 
and the needs of the community. The other 
mission field is in the community, the 
world itself.” She believes that concern and 
compassion for others is learned - and 
taught by example, and that Christ alone 
supplies the love and strength to serve. And 
she believes that it is the church’s responsi¬ 
bility to provide a wide variety of and 
diverse opportunities to serve as disciples. 

Sudan 

Study Leaders 

Rev. Constance Saizon 

Constance Saizon serves as the pastor of 
St. Landry United Methodist Church in 
Gonzales and Hughes United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge. She formerly pas- 
tored Peoples United Methodist Church, 
New Orleans. She relocated to Baton 
Rouge as a result of 
Hurricane Katrina ren¬ 
dering her church 
building unusable and 
destroying her home 
along with all material 
possessions. 

Rev. Saizon is a 
widow and the mother 
of two adult daughters, 

Courtni (Los Angeles, 

Cal.) and 

Kelli(Bloomington, Ill). 

After the storm God urged her to utilize 
her spiritual gift of humor. She developed 
a Christian comedy ministry wherein she 
uplifts Godly principles through comedy 
and occasionally tells her “storm” story and 
how she, with God’s help, has overcome. 
Her favorite scriptures are: Romans 8:28 - 
All things (not many things, not a few 
things, not some things but all things) work 
together for good for those who love the 
Lord and are called according to his pur¬ 
pose; Psalm 23 - (paraphrased) As long as 
I allow the Lord to be my Shepherd, I shall 
not want for anything that I need. 

Rev. Saizon serves on the boards of 
several organizations and ministries includ¬ 
ing Paracletia, Inc., Family Resource 
Center, Livingston Youth and Family 
Counseling Service, and Working Interfaith 
Network. She also works with and is a 
member of many groups including the La. 
Conference Committee on Religion and 
Race, Baton Rouge District Ministry Team, 
Louisiana Women in Ministry (LAWIM), 
Church Women United, Christian Women’s 
Connection, Livingston Chamber of 
Commerce, and the District Singles Task 
Force. She has served as Chairperson of the 
National Celebrations Writing Team for 
Church Women United; Coordinator of the 
Ramp Ministry for the Baton Rouge 
District and Teacher-Facilitator for Lay 
Speaking Schools and for Conference and 
District Schools of Christian Mission. 
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Study Leaders and Musicians 


Rev. Arnold Vestal Brown, Sr. 

Rev. Brown was bom in Bogalusa. He 
is married to Doris 
Burnett Brown and 
they have two children, 

Arnold Jr. and Joy. 

He currently resides in 
Baton Rouge where he 
pastors Neely United 
Methodist Church. 

Rev. Brown is a 
graduate of Dillard 
University with a 
degree in Biology Pre- 
Med. After answering 
the call to ministry he 
attended Gammon Theological Seminary 
in Atlanta, Georgia where he graduated 
with a Master’s of Divinity degree. After 
finishing seminary, he was appointed to St. 
James and Round Grove United Methodist 
Churches in the Shreveport District of the 
Louisiana Conference, serving from 1988- 
1992. In 1992 he was appointed to Neely 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
where he has served for nearly 18 years. 

Rev. Brown has served on various con¬ 
ference committees, including the Board of 
Ordained Ministry, the Rev. W.T. Handy, 

Jr. Task Force, and the former Conference 
Committee on Special Ministries of which 
he served as chairperson. 

Rev. Brown has also been active beyond 
the local church, teaching in the United 
Methodist Women’s Schools of Christian 
Mission on the local, district, conference 
and regional levels. He has led the follow¬ 
ing mission studies: Africa Churches 
Speak, John Wesley, Joshua, James, India 
/Pakistan, Refugees, the Bible, 

Ecclesiastes, and Israel and Palestine. 

Rev. Brown enjoys doing many things 
as a minister; however, in his eyes, few 
things compare with teaching the Word of 
God. When asked what his main gift is, 
Rev. Brown readily proclaims that God has 
gifted him as a teacher of His Word. He 
accepts and uses this gift with humility 
with a clear understanding of his responsi¬ 
bility in feeding God’s sheep. 

Youth Study 
Embracing the World 

Carrie Roy 

Carrie Roy resides 
in Harvey and attends 
Boynton UMC in 
Gretna. In her local 
church, she has held 
numerous offices 
including 

Administrative Council 
chair, youth coordina¬ 
tor, and Vice President Carrie Roy 
of UMW. Currently, she is Membership 
Secretary, Social Actions coordinator a 
member of Finance and Staff Pastor Parish 
Relations. She also teaches VBS and is a 
member of the choir. She’s the former 
New Orleans District Spiritual Growth 
coordinator and now serves on the 
Conference Nominations committee in the 
class of 2012. She was also youth study 
leader for La. Conference School of 


Christian Mission. 

Her professional experience has been in 
the corporate setting. She is retired from 
Prudential Financial and is employed part- 
time with Second Harvest Food Bank of 
New Orleans and Acadiana parishes. 

Reading, singing, and going to the 
movies are some of her hobbies. She is the 
mother of three grown sons and has four 
grandsons. 

Leona Berry 

Leona H. Berry lives in Gretna and 
attends Boynton UMC in Gretna. In her 
local church she has been a member of 
many committees. 

Some of those are Staff 
Pastor Parish, 

Nominations, UMW 
President, VBS and 
Sunday school teacher. 

She’s the former 
Nominations chairper¬ 
son for the New 
Orleans District and 
presently serves as the 
New Orleans District Leona Berry 
Secretary and is a certified Lay Speaker. 

Her professional experience has been in 
the corporate setting. She is retired from 
AT&T formerly BellSouth telephone com¬ 
pany. During her employment with the 
company, she was an active member of the 
telephone company pioneers. 

Some of her hobbies are sewing and 
reading. She is married and is the mother 
of a set of grown twins, boy and girl. 

Musicians 


Rev. Connie Breaux 

Rev. Connie Breaux, 
a native of New 
Orleans, is under dual 
appointment to 
Grambling State 
University as Director 
of the Wesley 
Foundation serving 
Campus Ministries 
United in Grambling, 
and as associate minis¬ 
ter of Higher Education at Trinity United 
Methodist in Ruston. 

Rev. Breaux holds a Bachelor’s and a 
Master’s degree from Southern University, 
Baton Rouge in Music Education (vocal 
and piano) and is certified in education of 
the visually impaired. Rev. Connie is a 
retired teacher and holds a life time 
teacher’s certification. She enters the min¬ 
istry as a second career completing her 
Theological studies from Perkins School of 
Theology at Southern Methodist 
University, Dallas, Texas. Rev. Breaux has 
served in the area of Higher Education and 
Campus Ministry since 1996 until present. 
She has served on co-com for The United 
Methodist campus ministry; she now 
serves as the South Central Jurisdictional 
representative for the National Campus 
Ministry Association. Breaux is former 
president of the La. Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal. Her present roll in 
BMCR is to design a coalition for Higher 
education and campus ministry in the 
Louisiana annual conference. 

She is active in restorative Justice as the 


first campus minister in Louisiana to 
establish a collegiate team which serves 
incarcerated youth in prison through the 
Epiphany Ministry of Louisiana, as well as 
being partners with " Angel Tree” of 
Prison Fellowship Ministry serving "chil¬ 
dren of the Storm" in New Orleans. Rev. 
Breaux is also a sponsoring woman for the 
first college women’s circle in the Monroe 
District of the United Methodist Women. 

In 2007 she established a United Methodist 
Men’s unit, "Men of Integrity", which 
received its first funding from the Social 
Action Ministry Grant this spring. 

Rev. Breaux has served the Student 
Forum since 1996 as a resident musician, a 
labyrinth and music workshop resource 
leader, and workshop presenter. She 
believes Student Forum is the strength and 
foundation of building a strong campus 
ministry on both campus and in the larger 
church. 

Rev. Breaux is an Ordained Deacon in 
the Louisiana Annual Conference serving 
as a "bridge” that connects two very 
diverse communities in the Northeast of 
Louisiana. She has received many commu¬ 
nity service awards, but the one that is 
most dear to her heart is the NCMA 2006 
Richard Ross Hicks award in campus min¬ 
istry. Rev. Breaux strives in equipping 
leaders and networking the community for 
spiritual and physical growth of God’s pur¬ 
pose for the ministry. 

Sammie Jo Perkins 

Sammie Jo Perkins 
is a choir member and 
song leader for her 
local church, Wesley 
UMC of Deridder. She 
also serves as 
Administrative Board 
and Worship chairper¬ 
son there. Sammie Jo 
is very involved with 
United Methodist 
Women on the local and 
district levels. She has 
held the office of Secretary of Program 
Resources Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
for the Lake Charles District. She is the 
current president of the Lake Charles 
District. As director of the Methodist 
Learning Center, she coordinates a busy 
schedule for the students, faculty and staff, 
and of course, for family. Sammie is mar¬ 
ried to Charles Perkins and they have four 
grown children, two sons and two daugh¬ 
ters who also juggle busy schedules of 
medical school, science teacher, the prac¬ 
tice of Veterinary Science, and plant super¬ 
visor. There are eight beautiful grandchil¬ 
dren who play a very important part also. 
Sammie Jo Perkins will serve as song 
leader for the 2010 School of Mission. 


'Faith • Hope • Love- In Action” at right 
The cross symbolizes faith. The anchor 
symbolizes hope. The heart symbolizes 
love. Through the actions of our hands 
we share faith, hope, and love with the 
world." 

The artist is Jodi N. Patton, First UMC of 
Scott City, Kansas. 






Rev. Connie 
Breaux 



Sammie Jo 
Perkins 


School bells ring... 
Class is called to order 

The new study books are in and ready 
for order. The Spiritual Growth study for 
2010 is For the Love of God: The Epistles 
of John by Justo L. and Catherine 
Gunsalus Gonzalez. This study is a look at 
I John with some attention given to the 
two shorter letters. It focuses on the 
Epistles as God’s Word to us today. John 
Wesley found that the sum of the whole 
Gospel, 4 We love Him, because He first 
loved us’ is in these epistles. 

The Mission Study Joy to the World by 
Dana L. Robert explores how mission and 
evangelism flow from our gratitude for the 
Good News of Jesus Christ. Theology of 
mission and evangelism are explored in 
this study in the context of Christianity as 
a worldwide religion. 

Our Geographical Study is repeated 
from last year and is on the Sudan. 

All books are now available through the 
Mission Resource Center in Dallas by 
emailing www.missionresourcecenter.org 
or by telephone at (800) 305-9857. Using 
this contact info will help if you would like 
to order your books prior to start of our 
school and get a “head start” on your read¬ 
ing and studies. 

At our Louisiana Conference School of 
Mission slated for July 21-24, the 
Resource Room will be open with Reading 
Program books, study books and other 
materials available for sale. For your con¬ 
venience, our first day of business will be 
July 21 during registration beginning at 10 
a.m. We encourage all of our United 
Methodist Women to take part in our 2010 
Reading Program and to come enjoy this 
year’s School of Mission. 

Our Reading Program will be coming 
to an end for this year in July. All local 
SPR persons need to submit their Reading 
Reports by July 1 to their District SPR per¬ 
son. District SPR persons need to remit 
their reports to me by July 31. All 
Reading Program books are also available 
through the Mission Resource Center. I 
encourage all readers to submit their 
reports even if you read less than the 
required amounts. There is still plenty of 
time to get your reading done for this 
reporting cycle. 

Dorothy Kimball 

Secretary of Program Resources 

Louisiana Conference UMW 
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La. UMW to host West Gulf Regional School of Mission at Dillard 


The Louisiana Conference of United 
Methodist Women is proud to again host 
the West Gulf Regional School of 
Mission to be held again on the beautiful 
campus of Dillard University, New 
Orleans, June 26th -29th. Our conference 
executive committee is very busy in plan¬ 
ning to host this significant event which 
will bring United Methodists from fifteen 
different conferences to Louisiana. Edna 


Brown Hickman is Conference President 
and Carolyn Bowers is the New Orleans 
District President. 

Regional schools are held across the 
country as preparation for those teaching 
at conference schools of mission. West 
Gulf Region is comprised of fifteen con¬ 
ferences, including Louisiana and will 
bring over 300 persons to the city and 
campus including Women’s Division 


directors, jurisdictional officers, study 
leaders and conference officers. 

Evelyn Martin is serving as 
Coordinator for Local Arrangements for 
our conference and played a significant 
leadership role in facilitating the 2009 
school, events. Last year’s school had one 
of the highest in attendance and included 
Children’s study leaders, musicians, and 
members of the Jurisdictional Committee 


on Nominations. Communications and 
preliminary arrangements are already in 
process for this event. 

Many thanks are extended to the ladies 
of Louisiana Conference and especially to 
members of the New Orleans District. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and 
support for every detail of this event. 


What Information Can You Find Online??!! 

The following information has been added to the UMW web page for your 
access and convenience. It is our hope that this will be a helpful resource 
for you. 

Go to www.la-umc/laity/unitedmethodistwomen/forms 

♦ 2010 School of Mission Registration Form (Youth & Adult) 

4 2010 School of Mission Schedule of Activities 

4 Registration Form-La Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Oct 1-2, 2010 
4 2010 Annual Meeting Mission Candle Support/Donation Form 

♦ 2010 SCM ‘Save The Date” flyer 

♦ Scholarship application forms for Youth, Young Adults and Adults to 
attend the School of Christian Mission 

-The Doretha Brown Youth Scholarship Application Form 

-The Estelle Dameron Adult/First Timer Scholarship Application Form 

♦ About The UMW Reading Program 2010 

This resource provides category, Title, & Call number Information on books 
from the 2010 Reading Program that are available through the East Baton 
Rouge library system. 

(Researched by Pat Lively, Spiritual Growth Coordinator-Baton 
Rouge District and Lana P. Lathan, La Conference Communications 
Coordinator) 

4 Louisiana Conference UMW Goals for 2010 
4 2010 District Mini Schools of Mission 

4 Registration Form-La Conference UMW Annual Meeting, Oct 1-2, 2010 
4 2010 Calendar of Events-Louisiana Conference UMW 


2010 DISTRICT MINI SCHOOLS OF MISSION 

Alexandria District 

Will not hold a 2010 Mini-School 

Acadiana District 

Saturday, August 14, 2010 

First UMC, Lafayette, La 

Baton Rouge Distric 

Saturday, August 7, 2010; Place TBA 

Lake Charles District 

Sunday, August 15, 2010 

Squyres UMC, Ragley, La 

Monroe District Saturday, August 28, 2010 

Claiborne UMC, Claiborne, La 

New Orleans District 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 

Cornerstone UMC, New Orleans, La 

Shreveport District 

Saturday, August 21, 2010 

First UMC, Minden, La 


This UMW newsletter insert is published four times a year in the Louisiana 
Now! 

Upcoming due dates for Articles/News: 

August Newsletter—Due July 9 
November Newsletter—Due October 8 

All UMW articles and news stories are welcomed. Our upcoming August 
issue will feature information on our 2010 Annual Meeting scheduled for 
October 1-2 at the First UMC in Natchitoches. 

Please send your article(s) for the UMW insert to: 

Lana P. Lathan 

131 Ogden Drive 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806-5013 

Email: lana.lathan@yahoo.com (please note as new e-mail specific for 
UMW) 

Fax: 225-346-3045; Phone: 225-383-4380; Cell: 225-247-0779 


LOUISIANA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
2010 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 7 Church Women United Celebrate May Friendship Day-Fellowship 

of the Least Coin 

June 1 SCM Scholarship applications due:(Doretha Brown scholarship fund - 
Youth & Estelle Dameron adults) 

June 1 Nominations Due- Woman in Mission Award 

June 26-29 West Gulf Regional School-Dillard University-New Orleans, LA 
July 1 Reading Reports due to District Program Resource Secretaries 

(SPR) 

July 15 Registration Deadline for 2010 LA Conference School of Mission 

July 21-24 LA Conference UMW School of Mission-Wesley Center, 
Woodworth, LA 

THEME: “Faith • Hope • Love in Action” 

July 21 SCM Registration: 10:00-12 Noon; Opening Session 1:00 PM 
July 31 Reading Reports due from District SPR to Conference SPR 

August-Sept District UMW Mini-Schools 

September 15 Pre-Registration Deadline for Annual Meeting 
October 1-2 Louisiana Conference UMW Annual Meeting-DELT-Alexandria 

District 

THEME: “FACES OF MISSION” 

PLACE: First United Methodist Church 
411 Second Street- Natchitoches, Louisiana 71457 
Friday, October 1: Registration 10:00 am to Opening Session 1:00 pm; Banquet- 
6:30 pm $25 

Saturday, October 2: District Elected Leadership Training following UMW Session 
Meeting 


LOUISIANA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

GOALS FOR 2010 

Communications: To increase readership in the Louisiana Now! and to make sure 
that each unit will get the UMW editions. 

Education & Interpretation: To increase the number of Mission Today units. 
Membership, Nurture & Outreach: To reactivate inactive units and members. 
Program Resources: Increase the number of readers taking part in the Reading 
Program by 10% as measured by Annual Report made to and by the District 
Secretaries of Program Resources. 

Spiritual Growth: To increase the use of the Prayer Calendar at each meeting. 
Social Action: To increase the number of Social Action Certificates and to select a 
specific Social Action goal for the Legislative event. 

Treasurer: To meet our Pledge. 

Vice-President: To write articles in each LA Now UMW editions to inform members 
about Conference goals and Mission Projects. 


Support, from page 3 

If you choose to make a monetary donation, the cost of Layette kit items is $35 and 
$12 for Health kit items. Please include an additional $1 for each kit for processing 
and shipping costs. Please make your checks payable to the LA. CONFERENCE 
UMW (not to the agency). This will ensure that the Conference UMW gets credit 
for your gift. Be sure to designate on your check which agency you wish to support. 
If this is not indicated, the Conference will distribute the gifts based on the needs of 
the agencies. All items included in kits must be NEW items. Do NOT include any 
personal notes, money or additional materials in the kits. If you wish, you may view 
this information on the UMCOR website at www.umcor.org clicking on How to Give, 
then Relief Supplies. 

Please bring or send your items and/or monetary donations with someone coming 
to the 2010 School of Christian Mission at Wesley Center in Woodworth on July 21- 
24, 2010. 

Thank you for your attention to and concern for these matters. 

Judy Willis, Vice President, LA Conference UMW 
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2010 DCYM Training 

For members of the District Councils on Youth Ministry 

June 4-6, 2010 

Centenary College in Shreveport 

Registration form and fee of $75 must be received by May 31! 

Register online at http://signup4.com/dcymt2010 

Questions? Forms? Contact the Conference Office of Youth Ministry at (225) 346-1646 or TomDolph@la-umc.org 


Mission Day, from page 1 
tests will be conducted from 12-3 p.m. and 
the results will be recorded on disc. There is 
a fee of $15 for this particular testing, payable 
by check when you arrive at the Health Fair. 

Those wishing to participate in the lipids 
screening must contact Eleeva Hilbun no 
later than 5 p.m. on Monday, June 7 at (318) 
525-3656. 

The experts staffing the health fair will 
include registered nurses, exercise specialists, 
a registered dietitian and other volunteers. 
Plans are also being made for a yoga class 
and a Mates class. “Pilates and yoga help 
with stress management, which is a common 
problem for people today,” said Johnson. 

Those with questions about Health Fair 
activities may contact Eleeva for clarification. 

Members of the conference will also have 
several opportunities to volunteer with health- 
related projects. The Mission Day registration 
fee is $30 per person and payable to 
Louisiana Annual Conference. The major 
part of this fee covers lunch, supplies, and 
transportation for the mission day. Casual 
clothing is the dress of the day. 

There are two different ways you can reg¬ 
ister to volunteer: (1) online at www.laumc- 
stormrelief.com or (2) mail your registration, 
check and Liability Medical form (see page 
5) to: Conference Mission Day, 527 North 
Boulevard, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802- 
5700. 

The deadline for registration for Mission 
Day events is May 24,2010. 

When you register, you will be asked to 
select either an onsite option or an offsite 
option. 

Onsite Options (on campus): 

A box lunch will be provided at the close 
of the morning business session. If supplies 
are needed, they will be onsite. 

The first onsite choice is the assembling 
of Health Kits starting at 1:30 p.m. in the 
Gold Dome. The finished health kits will be 
sent to affected areas such as Haiti through 
UMCOR’s Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, 
La. 


Delegates may also participate in a work¬ 
shop led by Bishop Thomas Bickerton at 3 
p.m. Bishop Bickerton will speak on the 
“Imagine No Malaria” initiative of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Offsite Options: 

A box lunch and transportation will be 
provided for participants in offsite options. 

Delegates may take part in a tour of local 
health clinics from 2-4 p.m. on Tuesday. 
Participants will visit free health clinics and 
clinics for HIV/AIDS. 

Conference members can also choose to 
be a part of various construction projects 
from 1-4 p.m. Small projects-such as adding 
a grab bar to a bathroom, painting- will help 
to make homes more accessible and in better 
repair for the elderly and persons with dis¬ 
abilities. Participants should wear work 
clothes. Project assignments will be given out 
on Tuesday. Those choosing this option 
should indicate what special skills you may 
bring to a project (i.e. carpentry, painting, 
etc.) 

The annual conference is promoting 
Mission Day activities through a radio buy in 
the Shreveport/Bossier City area and is call¬ 
ing a press conference on the morning of 
June 3 to inform local media of the various 
projects. 

“Both the media buy and the press confer¬ 
ence will give the annual conference major 
visibility in the Shreveport area as United 
Methodists gather together for their annual 
meeting June 6-9. The publicity will also let 
the public know about the free HIV/AIDS 
testing clinic, encouraging them to take 
advantage of this opportunity,” said 
Conference Communications Director Betty 
Backstrom. 

Another feature of Mission Day is spe¬ 
cial t-shirts which will be sold for $10 
each. The shirts feature the conference 
theme, “Whole World, Whole People,” 
and will be on sale throughout the annual 
conference at the Global Health Initiative 
display in the Fitness Center on 
Centenary’s campus. 


2010 Louisiana Annual Conference 
Mission Day 
Registration Form 

To participate in either the Health Kit assembly, Bishop Bickerton’s work¬ 
shop, the Health Clinic Tour or a Construction Project, please fill out and 
submit this form. The registration fee is $30 per person and payable to “La. 
Conference. ” Please note on your check in the memo area “Mission Day. ” 

NAME:_ 


Address: 


Email:_ 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

Home Phone:_Cell:_ 

District:_ 

Church:_ 

MISSION DAY: June 8, 2010 

ON SITE OPTIONS: Check off your option (box lunch & supplies provided) 

_Health Kits 1:30 p.m. 

_Workshop with Bishop Bickerton 3:00 p.m. 

OFFSITE OPTIONS: 

_Health Clinics Tour 2:00 pm - 4:00pm 

_Construction projects 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

(Medical Information Form must be submitted) 

There are two different ways you can register to volunteer: 

1. Online atwww.laumcstromrelief.com 

2. Mail your registration, check and Medical Information Form to: 

Conference Mission Day 
527 North Blvd, 

Baton Rouge, LA 70802 


Save the Date! 

RETHINK: WORSHIP 

A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 

December 4, 2010 
9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 

The Alexandria Riverfront Center 
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Volunteer gardeners from First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, along with the 
Beauregard Town Civic Associaiton, have built an organic community garden on church 
grounds. Known as ‘Beauregarden,’ the site was dedicated on May 1 with the help of 
several pint-sized volunteers. Individual sponsors will pay an annual fee toward the 
upkeep of small, raised plots in the garden. Vegetables grown in ‘Beauregarden’ will be 
used to feed the hungry in the community. 


Jay Kumar, left, presents a check for $10,018 to Dennis Bouck of Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Bossier City. The money will be sent to the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to be used for Haitian relief efforts. The funds were raised through 
a golf tournament in Minden organized by Kumar. In the past, Kumar has organized 
benefit golf tournaments to help fund The Fuller Center in Webster Parish and to assist 
in tsunami relief efforts. 


Recipes sought 
from conference 
members for 
healthy cookbook 

Attention all you wonderful United 
Methodist cooks and chefs! Recipes are 
now being gathered for a Louisiana Annual 
Conference cookbook entitled “Shall We 
Gather at the Kitchen?” 

The recipe book, sponsored by the 
Conference Global Health Initiative Task 
Force, is focusing on healthy recipes that 
taste good too! 

Heart healthy recipes, low sodium 
recipes, recipes for diabetics, and low fat 
recipes. We need them all. 

Please give the recipe a category (i.e. 
salad, dessert); how many it serves; cook¬ 
ing time and temperatures; accurate meas¬ 
urements on ingredients; and double check 
to make sure all of the ingredients and 
cooking steps are listed. 

If possible, provide nutritional value 
and/ or food exchange printed at the bot¬ 
tom of each recipe. . . and don’t forget to 
proof it carefully. 

Please include the name of the person 
submitting the recipe, email address, and 
your church’s name and district. 

Email all recipes to Rev. Earline Guidry 
at erlgui@att.net by June 6, 2010. 

Funds raised by the sale of the cook¬ 
book will benefit the United Methodist 
Global Health Initiative dedicated to 
stamping out diseases of poverty which 
include HIV/AIDS, malaria, and tuberculo¬ 
sis. The finished books will be available in 
the fall just in time for Christmas gifts. 



(225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 www.umf.org 


Capital gains tax rates 
will increase in 2011 


Don’t wait to sell your appreciated assets. 


If you own stock or appreciated assets and 
wish to sell, don’t wait too long. Capital 
gains tax rates will increase in 2011. 

Rather than pay the higher tax, consider 
funding a charitable remainder unitrust 
that will bypass the tax. Leave a gift to 
your United Methodist church and receive 
income for life. 

For more information, please call us or 
visit our website. 


Give to your church instead of 
Uncle Sam! 


M *a 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

——— of Louisiana - 


Where Faith a ml Money Come To eel her' 










































To sign up for the 
Global Health 
Mission day on June 
8 during the 2010 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference go to 
www.laumcstormrelief.com 
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A dream come true 



David Eric and Moses cut the ribbon during the March 7 dedication of the new chapel at the Wame Baby Fold orphange in 
Bareilly, India. Eric, 27, and Moses, 4, have both been residents of the Baby Fold. Eric was raised there, and Moses has been 
living there since he was found at the gates of the Clara Swain Hospital at the age of six months. They are shown with Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson, his wife Kay, and Bishop Vijay Kumar of India, right. 

LAVIM helps dedicate Warne Baby Fold chapel in India 


On March 7, 2010, an enthusiastic 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
took part in the dedication of the new 
chapel at Wame Baby Fold orphanage in 
Bareilly, India. 

The faces of smiling children lit up 
the sacred spot which is a dream come 
tme for those associated with the Baby 
Fold. It is also the culmination of the 
hopes of many United Methodists in 
Louisiana who played critical roles in 
constmction and funding of the chapel. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson and 
his wife Kay were present for the special 
event. “We arrived at the Baby Fold on 
Saturday, the day before the dedication. 
The children sang beautiful songs for us. 
Our group was so impressed at how well 
each age group did. And we were so 
touched by their warmth and hospitality,” 
said Mrs. Hutchinson, recalling that 
guests were presented with leis made of 
orange marigolds and red roses. “The 
chapel will likely be one of the nicer 
places in which they will spend time. I 
know it will be an inspiration for those 


children.” 

Bishop Hutchinson echoed his wife’s 
sentiments, saying, “This newly dedicat¬ 
ed chapel gives them a sacred space. It 
says to them that they are important, they 
are loved, they matter in life. At this 
Children’s home, they don’t have to feel 
they have been abandoned. They are 
cared for by the larger family of the 
Church.” 

Bishop and Mrs. Hutchinson were 
moved by their experiences as they visit¬ 
ed the Baby Fold and traveled throughout 
parts of India. “The country is so crowd¬ 
ed with people; every piece of land that 
can be cultivated is used for growing 
food. There is very little machinery, so 
the people are constantly harvesting by 
hand,” said Bishop Hutchinson. 

As with all visitors to India, the 
poverty was harshly evident to them. 
“People live anywhere, and in anything 
they can. As you travel along, you see 
everything . . from a few sticks in the 
ground with a tarp or a blanket, to card¬ 
board enclosures, to shelters made of cor¬ 


rugated tin. The luckier ones live in stuc¬ 
co homes. As a visitor, you are deeply 
moved by seeing such concentrated 
poverty, everywhere,” said Kay, adding 
that squatters can be seen for miles along 
every major highway and street. 

Despite the crippling poverty, the cou¬ 
ple noticed that people always wore the 
finest clothes and presented to visitors 
the best they could afford. “We found the 
great majority appeared to be happy and 
that everyone was extremely industrious. 
Many live in such meager surroundings, 
but look to be content with minimal pos¬ 
sessions and maybe one or two things 
that they prize,” said Bishop Hutchinson. 

Hospitality is a way of life for the 
Indian people, said the couple. “They are 
very friendly and always willing to visit 
with guests. They were quite comfortable 
around us all, even though they did not 
know many of us. They lingered at tables 
when eating, living at a pace that seems 
less pressured that ours in the United 
States,” said Mrs. Hutchinson. 

See India, page 2 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Made in Whose Image? 


When I was out doing my 
“morning constitutional” a couple 
of weeks ago in Columbus, Ohio, 
while attending the Council of 
Bishops meeting, I noticed an 
interesting mural on the side of 
one of the old buildings. I thought 
it looked like an image of the head 
of Christ, and as I drew nearer, 
sure enough it was! The mural 
was done in all black and white 
and just had Christ’s head along 
with some writing. 

I ventured from the sidewalk to 
get a better angle on the wall so I 
could read what it said. This was 
the quote underneath Christ’s 
image: 

“You can safely assume that 
you’ve created God in your own 
image when it turns out that God 
hates all the same people you do.” 

The quote is frequently attrib¬ 
uted to Anne Lamott, who attrib¬ 
utes the quote to her priest friend 
“Tom.” Where “Tom” got it leaves 
room for more research. In any 
case, it is a stunning quote. In 
fact, I walked the rest of the hour 
on the streets of Columbus ponder¬ 
ing that thought. 

In our world today in which 
religious bodies are trying to line 
up people on their side of the aisle 
with the question of “What or who 
are you against?” this quote seems 
all too close for comfort. Think 
about its implications. Don’t we 
find ourselves besieged with pleas 
that we need to be “against those 
people” because they are out to 
destroy us and our way of life? 

I am constantly appalled and 
frightened by the trash I get on my 
computer that is demeaning and 
decrying our President and every¬ 
thing he tries to do. You know the 
arguments: “He isn’t a natural born 
citizen. He can’t produce his birth 
certificate. He ain’t one of us.” 

“He is a Muslim and is out to 
destroy the Christian way of life 
we all share.” (Isn’t that one a 
sicko! If we were as immersed in 
the Christian way of life as we 
would like to think we are, we 
wouldn’t be having the problems 
we currently face in government, 
business, morality, politics, and 
yes, even the church!) Yes, in this 
arena we are being quite successful 
in creating God in our own image, 
for surely God hates all the same 
people we do! 

As oil spills onto our shores in 
Louisiana and threatens our wet¬ 
lands and our livelihoods, we are 
frantically trying to stop the flow 
of the well and the encroachment 
of the slicks. At the same time we 
are fighting this man-made disaster 
we have a sister state that is fight¬ 
ing another kind of disaster in the 


making. Only in 
this instance it 
isn’t oil that is 
creeping into 
their sanctuaries, 
it is people! 
Streaming across 
the border 
between Mexico 
and Arizona are 
thousands of 
aliens who are 
looking for a 
home and place to earn a living. 
But many are turning them into a 
great enemy and a symbol of those 
we should hate. And by turning 
them away, or making sure they 
don’t make it to safe harbor, we 
are totally denying a very tenet of 
our faith. “I was a stranger and 
you took me in” was written for 
just such people. I ask of us, 
“Which would we rather be deal¬ 
ing with? People streaming into 
our state, or uncontrolled oil?” 

Making God in our own image 
can be a frightening thought. We 
are called upon to submit ourselves 
to be made into the image of God! 
It’s very hard to do that when we 
form alliances against each other 
using God as the basis of our argu¬ 
ments. The old, “The enemy of 
my enemy is my friend” philoso¬ 
phy is hard at work among us. It 
is time we bowed our knees, 
drooped our heads and lifted out 
hands in supplication to say, “Heal 
us O God from our own destruc¬ 
tive ways. Bring us again to the 
very foot of the cross and to the 
base of your throne and help us 
deny ourselves as we pick up our 
own responsibilities to be your 
people. Help us to allow ourselves 
to be made in your image, rather 
than us taking the audacious lead 
to make you into ours.” 

I look forward to seeing many 
of you at the Annual Conference 
session that begins on Sunday, 

June 6. It will be a great time as 
we celebrate the theme, “Whole 
World. Whole People.” And I 
pray we walk away from that 
Conference with a renewed sense 
that we are submitting ourselves 
entirely to the image-making 
power of almighty God, and that 
we are not trying any longer to 
shape God into our images. What 
a day of rejoicing that would be! 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


In Christ’s love, 




Bill Hutchinson 



After the March 7 dedication of the chapel at Wame Baby Fold in Bareilly, India, the 
entire Louisiana team posed with the youngest children of the orphanage. A total of 87 
children currently reside there. A stained glass window, middle, was dedicated during 
the service in honor of Carlos and Saroj Welch, pictured back left holding papers. 


India, from page 1 

The Episcopal couple was very comple¬ 
mentary of Lillian Wallace and Carlos and 
Saroj ina Welch, who have been instrumen¬ 
tal in making the chapel project a reality. 

Wallace is a retired GBGM missionary 
who continues to live in India, and the 
Welches are returned GBGM missionaries 
to India who now live in Baton Rouge and 
attend St. John’s United Methodist Church. 

Funding for the proposed chapel was 
waning when the Welches stepped in to 
stimulate giving for the project. They 
began planting seeds everywhere they 
went. Soon after, the push for the new 
chapel became a major focus for Louisiana 
United Methodists. “Because of the gener¬ 
ous gifts given by Sunday school classes, 
churches, UMW units and Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission teams, you now 
have a dream come true,” wrote Joyce 
Clavenna, a member of one of the six 
LAVIM teams that have served in India. 

Although Lillian Wallace officially 
retired as a missionary in 1995, she is back 
in India serving as an appointee of the 
bishop. Wallace served as director of the 


Clara Swain Hospital in Barreilly, India; 
she now serves as Cultivation Secretary 
(volunteer recmitment) for the hospital, 
which is affiliated with the Wame Baby 
Fold. 

Wallace has worked hand in hand with 
Fouisiana Volunteers in Mission to organ¬ 
ize teams to India that have provided med¬ 
ical and constmction assistance at the Clara 
Swain Hospital; built the chapel for the 
Wame Baby Fold orphanage; and fallen in 
love with the people of India. 

“I feel very proud of Fouisiana United 
Methodists who saw an opportunity, took 
the lead in lifting up the Baby Fold, and 
brought this project to a successful end,” 
said Bishop Hutchinson. 

The future for an ongoing relationship 
between the Fouisiana Conference and 
India is strong, according to the Bishop. 
“Not only can we continue our contribu¬ 
tions to the hospital and the orphanage, we 
can maintain our ties through mission 
teams. For $260 per year, you can ‘adopt’ a 
child at the Baby Fold. This money pays 
for their care at the facility. Essentially, you 
are saving a child’s life!” 


Louisiana Conference NOW! 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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MOVING ON OUT: 

God’s People Still Light the Way 

As LAVIM moves into its thirteenth year there are many mission sites such as 
Dulac, Alaska, Central and South America, Cambodia, Mexico, Mount Sequoyah, 
Africa and Russia that call to our volunteers each year. We will remain loyal to 
these mission fields and continue to encourage your participation. But as 2011 or 
the fall of 2010 come into light LAVIM invites you to consider the following mis¬ 
sion destinations as we seek to share the love of Christ around the world. We will 
return to some with new foci and begin new adventures in mission in others. 

SIERRA LEONE - LAVIM Director Larry Norman will travel to Sierra Leone 
in September to meet with and visit new sites for future medical and construction 
missions. While Norman assisted in teaching the Lay Leader’s Training at the 
Liberian Annual Conference, an initial meeting was held where LAVIM was invited 
to bring its teams to Sierra Leone. Key medical and construction persons are being 
sought to participate in the scouting mission and then to become leaders and 
resource persons for continued efforts in Sierra Leone. 

HAITI - The first LAVIM team to Haiti has been established for October under 
the leadership of Rev. Jerry Hilbun. Hilbun’s team and another soon to be sched¬ 
uled and led by Rich Van Loon will consist of those volunteers who agree to lead 
teams within 12 months of their return from the initial team. LAVIM will be 
involved in Haiti for some years to come as the world community seeks to rebuild 
the country after this year’s devastating earthquakes. 

LIBERIA - An old friend, now Bishop of Liberia, Rev. John Ennis, invites his 
Louisiana UM friends to come to Liberia for medical and construction teams as well 
as VBS. The first team is tentatively scheduled for March of 2011 just before the 
Liberian AC. This medical team will serve in Ganta City near the border of Guinea 
and where the AC will be held. Liberia has suffered from a long and deadly civil 
war and there is much to be done in community health and rebuilding. 

MACEDONIA - Those versed in English as a Second Language (ESL) are 
encouraged to respond to the people of Macedonia. ESL is taught using Biblical 
stories and references, thus enlarging and encouraging Christian witness and the 
growth of the Methodist Church in Macedonia. This mission offers excellent serv¬ 
ice opportunities for teachers or retired educational professionals, but one and all are 
welcome. 

POLAND - Like Macedonia, Poland’s great need is ESL. Here a major venue 
for these classes are country wide or provincial youth gatherings often themed for 
the American West. ESL gives opportunity for the disenfranchised and rural to more 
adequately enter the work force and better their existence. 

BOLIVIA - LAVIM served Bolivia during its first three years of ministry and 
plans to return there in 2011 with new focus and new missionary families with 
which to work. Opportunities in health care (seven clinics and two hospitals are 
operated by the Bolivian Methodists), ministry with the elderly, construction teams 
(five new churches and two continued builds have been prioritized for 2011), and 
VBS and Women’s and Youth Encounters. Teams are also needed to help renovate a 
LaPaz hotel for team housing and congregational membership travel necessary for 
vocational opportunities away from home towns. 

ZIMBABWE - Another area of refocus is Zimbabwe and Africa University. 
Teams will help in the construction of the growing facilities at the University and 
offer VBS, educational classes or medical care in surrounding villages and in the 
Methodist orphanage just outside the gates of AU. 

PALESTINE - LAVIM’S last mission to Palestine, like Bolivia, was in its early 
years. We return in the fall of 2011 to Bethlehem and the Bethlehem Bible College. 
The team may also do some work at Hope School and the Methodist School for the 
Blind. In most cases the work will be construction. Rev. Ray Vamado will lead the 
mission and returns to BBC after two preparatory visits. 

SAT TAL ASHRAM, INDIA - LAVIM began refocusing its Indian missions in 
2010 to the Sat Tal Ashram near Nanital. The Ashram was begun by the famed E. 
Stanley Jones during his missionary work in that country and celebrates its 80th 
Anniversary this year. Teams will participate in the renovation of cottages which 
serve as lodging for pilgrims to the Ashram gatherings as well as year round retreat 
events. Judy Barbay, two time India team member, will lead the next mission in 
February of 2011. Additionally, LAVIM will sponsor a pilgrim’s retreat to the 
English speaking Ashram at Sat Tal in May of 2011. 

During the next year, LAVIM will continue to support its mission friends in the 
many countries around the world and here in this country where we are already 
active. These new opportunities and projects offer new invitations and interests for 
both new mission volunteers and those who have a long history of “hands on” mis¬ 
sion service. Both team members and team leaders are sought for these destinations. 
Please contact Larry Norman, LAVIM director, if you are interested in serving in 
this way (225) 933-1881 or LduckN@aol.com. 

Larry Norman, LAVIM director 



Carlos and Saroj Welch, retired GBGM missionaries to India and members of St. 
John’s United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, will lead an English-speaking Ashram 
May 15-38, 2011 at the Sat Tal Ashram in northern India. Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission is organizing a group from our conference that will attend. 

LAVIM to attend Ashram in India 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission will 
offer up a new experience for the Louisiana 
Conference in 2011 - the opportunity to be 
a pilgrim in the Sat Tal Ashram in northern 
India. Past Louisiana mission teams have 
both visited and worked on projects at the 
Ashram established by E. Stanley Jones 80 
years ago. Each visit has provided addi¬ 
tional interest in the possibility of partici¬ 
pating in an actual Ashram event. 

In 2011, Rev. Carlos and Saroj Welch— 
former missionaries to India and retired 
members of the Louisiana Conference— 
will lead the May 15-30, 2011 English- 
speaking Ashram. 

The Ashram is designed as a spiritual 
retreat using both preaching and workshop 
times to help the pilgrim go deeper in his 
or her faith. The original Ashrams were 
one month in length giving the pilgrim a 
most adequate time to disengage from 
everyday life and consider that which is not 
“everyday” for far too many. Work periods 
are also part of the Ashram schedule—as 
well as lots, and lots, of Indian food. 

The Ashram estate is located near 
Nanital, near the border of Nepal, and is 
comprised of more than 900 acres in the 
foothills of the Himalayas. Sat Tal (Seven 
Lakes) Ashram is located on seven lakes, 
each set in beautiful nooks and valleys nes¬ 
tled in the towering hills. Hiking and quiet 
times by the lakes, as well as marvelous 
worship opportunities with fellow believers 
from around the world, will be the daily 
offering. 

Carlos and Saroj ini have a special con¬ 


nection to the Ashram experience. Both 
worked directly with Dr. Jones during their 
mission service in India and were staff per¬ 
sons for the Ashrams, living at Sat Tal dur¬ 
ing the summer months to both facilitate 
and attend the spiritual growth conferences. 
At the request of Dr. Jones, the pair estab¬ 
lished several psychiatric hospitals and 
teaching universities, which continue to 
operate through the Methodist Church of 
India. 

The LAVIM Ashram group will depart 
Baton Rouge on May 12, arriving in New 
Delhi on May 13. The group will stay 
overnight in Delhi, then depart by train to 
Moradabad and take the bus to Sat Tal on 
May 14. After the Ashram ends on May 
30, the group will travel to Agra, staying 
overnight for a tour of the famed Taj Mahal 
on June 1. The group will return to New 
Delhi for the flight home on June 2. 
Additional sight-seeing and market shop¬ 
ping will complete the schedule in New 
Delhi. 

The cost of attending the Ashram, plus 
flight, admissions, insurance, administra¬ 
tion, meals and lodging will be approxi¬ 
mately $2,500 for the 22 days in India. An 
Indian visa and passport are necessary, and 
are not included in the registration cost. 
Registration will be handled through the 
LAVIM office. If you are interested in this 
historically unique opportunity to consider 
your faith and faith walk, contact the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 or 
LduckN@aol.com. 


Mauras retires from LAVIM 


Pat Mauras, financial assistant, is retir¬ 
ing from the Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission office after nearly four years of 
service. “While working in this position, I 
have been amazed by the number of people 
that are willing to give up their vacations, 
their time, and their money for other peo¬ 
ple through mission work. It’s was always 
a good feeling when they would come 
back and talk about their wonderful experi¬ 
ences in the mission field. It’s nice to know 


that I played some small role in their 
endeavors,” said Pat. 

In retirement, Pat hopes to “spend more 
time” with her 87-year-old father who lives 
in Amite. “I would also like to delve more 
into photography, which is a favorite hobby 
of mine,” said Pat. 

She wants the volunteers to know, “It 
really has been an honor and a privilege to 
work with and for these teams and team 
leaders.” 
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Louisiana Volunteers in Mission partners with the people of Mexico to brine 







Pictures above show the Clinica Betania in Reynosa, Mexico in its current condition, 
after extensive renovations to the clinic. The construction has been made possible by 
funds from the operations of Clinica Betania, the Eastern Conference of the Methodist 
Church of Mexico, and LAVIM funding. 


Equipment needs for 

Centro Medico Quirurgico “Betania” 

Surgery Table 

Infant Incubator 

Cardiac Monitors 

Infant Warmer 

Portable Lamp for Baby 
Birth Delivery 

Suction Equipment 

Large Autoclave 

Defibrilator 


Obstetric Dopier 

Electrocautery Machine 

Electrocardiograph 

Red Emergency Cart 

Machine 
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) the message of the gospel to our brothers and sisters south of the border 


A note from Willie Berman 

Mexico Volunteers in Mission: New challenges 

My brothers and sisters.. .my friends, 

Just when you think that everything is running smoothly during the last 10 years 
of bringing LAVIM teams to Mexico, .. .new challenges arise.. .hum! Sounds like 
Christian life to me, or married life, or children growing up, or ourselves getting old. 
Ah! Sounds like LIFE! 

What are the new challenges that we are dealing with in Mexico, especially at our 
border towns? First, we are dealing with the day to day rumors and truth about the 
violence caused by the drug cartels; second, getting used to it, which is a sad reality!; 
and third, the cancellation or re-scheduling of teams and dealing with the feelings 
involved with that for us as hosts. 

Maybe it is because we got used to it... here comes and goes another wonderful 
team that showed us the love of Christ through their actions, that showed us the best 
of the United States of America, that cared enough for us to come down and helped 
us grow as brothers and sisters in Christ! That gave us an example of the Christian 
life, even when for some of them on the team, that was just a step of faith in their 
journey. 

How do we deal when we leam that a team is canceling and we hear, “We’re 
sorry, we are not coming this time.” I understand.. .but do I? I don’t know, after I 
read Luke 10:3. Just this year, eight teams from Louisiana have cancelled coming 
into Mexico. 

I invite you to read a portion of a letter from Bishop Raul Garcia de Ochoa, where 
he offers words of reassurance to those considering coming her with a LAVIM team. 
These paragraphs are published on this page of the Louisiana Now!, next to my col¬ 
umn. 

A year ago and it is still true.. .our main commitment to you is your safety, even 
when we cannot offer you any guarantee. I invite you to pray for us, and I mean you 
and us, so we can be one body, one Church, one in Christ. 

Now, let me share with you about our wonderful opportunities. The Reynosa 
downtown clinic, Clinica Betania, is ready to be a hospital. We are now in the process 
of getting medical equipment, another big expense. It has been exciting to see the 
progress as this four bed hospital with a surgery room becomes a reality. I am looking 
forward to planning our first surgery medical mission at the end of this year. Get 
those surgeons ready! (A list of equipment we are seeking donations for is included 
in a sidebar on this page.) 

Our Methodist kindergarten, where my wife is the principal, is studying the possi¬ 
bility of taking a break for one year. In the meantime, we will raise hinds to secure 
salary payments for the teachers. As you may know, your Annual Conference has 
invited you to collect the offerings of your Summer VBS programs and donate them 
towards the support of our schools down here. We will report on that soon. Also, the 
time to start our new school building in Reynosa is getting closer. This will allow our 
downtown school to grow and our hospital to grow in the near future. Isn’t that what 
it is all about!? 

Talking about growing. ..Iam now the new director of the ministry Manos Juntas 
(Hands Together) that was started years ago by the Oklahoma Conference. Just like 
VIM Mexico, the ministry is responsible for the coordination of mission teams. On 
Dec. 2, this ministry was handed over to the management of the Methodist Church of 
Mexico in full partnership with the Oklahoma Conference. Now it is 100% staffed by 
Mexicans and under the authority and supervision of a Mexican board, all Methodist 
Church members. This means that I am involved in the coordination of most of the 
teams that are coming to our Conference area, that we have a common vision of the 
work of mission teams, and that we will have the same goals and objectives. 

Basically, it is VIM Mexico with a new component. 

Manos Juntas is a non-profit civil Association with seven employees. Dr. Elias 
Lara is currently working as an employee of Manos Juntas and I have asked him to 
focus on a few changes and new tasks towards the establishment of more direct com¬ 
munity health programs. He may not be participating with some Louisiana teams for 
some time due to these new responsibilities. New staff will be supplied to oversee 
medical teams. I am still a GBGM Missionary and I am looking forward to visiting, 
soon, some of Louisiana’s churches for my itineration, reporting on our activities and 
asking for your support. Please, if you get contacted by GBGM, don’t tell them you 
cannot receive me in your churches.. .1 promise I will preach short.. .not because I am 
short, but because of your lunch time, which is like my breakfast time.. .oh! Iam 
thankful for the Louisiana Conference, its churches and the many individuals who 
have joined my ministry here in Mexico by becoming Covenant Relationship 
Sponsors this past year. One of our newest donations coming from St. Paul’s UMC in 
Monroe is a fully equipped tool trailer! Consider joining this growing list of covenant 
sponsors. 

Gracias to the Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church for all of 
your support to our area of Mexico! 

Willie Berman 

GBGM Missionary # 3019612 

Eastern Conference VIM Coordinator, Methodist Church of Mexico 

VIM Mexico Advance # 14314A 



From Bishop Paul Garcia de Ochoa 


An excerpt from a letter from Bishop Raul Garda de Ochoa regarding the security 
issues facing mission teams to Mexico: 

Dear friends, 

I write just a few words to you to greet you in the name of Christ our Lord. 

In the last weeks, our government has made a much more decisive campaign 
against drug cartels in our country. These actions, as expected, have provoked a vio¬ 
lent reaction from the side of drug dealers. This, in turn, being publicized by the 
media, makes people in the U.S. think that it is wholly insecure being in Mexico. The 
truth is that our government is working hard to keep our country clean of this evil, 
and it is impossible to avoid the clashing of forces. 

Nevertheless, the general atmosphere in society is at calm. In spite of the financial 
crisis which permeates in the globe, our industry, commerce, tourism and other areas 
of development keep operating as usual. We have never had a single problem with 
one of the visiting teams. Scheduled activities are done in such a way that we take no 
chances for risk; the travel routes are totally safe. Nationals are always with every 
team. We instruct teams to stay together and we provide directions that make their 
visit most pleasant for all and fruitful for God’s kingdom. Incidents in our midst are in 
average just as incidents in any other place. 

We trust that you will continue to support the ministries you have considered. Our 
people and churches are open to receive you even in their homes. Our partnership is 
one of God’s means to continue to heal both the Church and the world. 

“May the Lord bless you and keep you.” 

Bishop Raul Garcia de Ochoa 


Mexico VIM 

Covenant Relationship Sponsors 

Thanks to the following churches and people that have signed up for a Covenant 
Relationship with me as a Missionary through the Advance program of the General 
Board of Global Ministries. 

Saint John’s UMC 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Lakeview UMC 

Shreveport, La. 

Pharr Chapel UMC 

Morgan City, La. 

First United Methodist Church 

Lake Charles, La. 

First UMC 

Lake Charles, La. 

Reverend Dawn B. Young 

Bossier City, La. 

Saint Pauls UMC 

Monroe, La. 

St. Charles UMC 

Destrehan, La. 

Agape, 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman Missionary 
Covenant Sponsorship # 3019612 
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Families crowd a makeshift camp at the municipal soccer stadium in Leogane, Haiti, 
following the Jan. 12 earthquake that devastated Port-au-Prince and the surrounding 
region. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose. 


2010 Tulane/Rayne 

BY KATHRYN DAVIS, JENNIFER BIGELOW, 

LISA SETTLES AND SALLY BURROUGHS 

When most people think of spring 
break, I would guess they probably think of 
lounging out on pristine beaches, sipping 
an ice cold drink with a little umbrella in it, 
or maybe heading up to the mountains to 
enjoy a fun week of skiing. It most likely 
doesn’t include mixing concrete, bending 
metal into rectangles, shoveling rocks, 
hoisting pales of wet cement up over walls, 
or visiting the local orphanage. But this 
was the sort of work that the team to 
Guatemala spent their vacation taking part 
in. 

After two planes and a five hour bus 
trip taking us from Guatemala City into the 
western highlands, we arrived in the small 
village of Lemoa. We worked on an ongo¬ 
ing project constructing a large building to 
serve as a staging area for pastors. Our pri¬ 
mary tasks were to assemble long wire 
frames that would serve as support struc¬ 
tures for the door and window frames and 
then cement them into place. The team 
members can now proudly say that they are 
proficient in bending metal into rectangle 
shapes then attaching them to metal rods. 

We also know the formula for concrete: 
two bags of cement, three wheelbarrows of 
sand, one and a half wheelbarrows of 
rocks, and three big buckets of water. 

In the afternoons, we headed to Hogar 
del Nino, the local orphanage. The building 
was constructed by the Methodist Church 
in the San Juan Quiche province in the 
1980’s to help children orphaned by the 
Guatemalan civil war. Today, the children 
are brought to the orphanage because of 
domestic violence, abuse, and abandon¬ 
ment. Once at Hogar del Nino, the children 
are enrolled in school locally with some 
attending school in the town of 
Chichicastenango. Hogar receives support 

My experience 

BY BRITTANY WEEKS 

When I went to Guatemala for spring 
break, I expected to teach the people there. 

I expected a new experience and new 
friends and a different environment, but I 
didn’t really think it would stem beyond 
that. I did not expect to have a huge real¬ 
ization, and I did not really expect that the 
people of Guatemala would teach ME, but 
that is exactly what happened. I felt the 
strongest sense that God was pleased with 
me and that I was doing what He intended 
for me to do, and that is the absolute most 
incredible feeling in the entire world. 


mission to Guatemala 

primarily by donations from United 
Methodist churches across the United 
States. As a supplement to that meager sup¬ 
port, the home has a garden and fruit trees 
that provide produce to be sold at market 
for extra money. 

Armed with coloring books, drawing 
paper, crayons, and ample supplies of 
candy, we entered the lives of 19 children 
who had no parents. Although less organ¬ 
ized than hoped, our ministry unfolded in 
many ways. 

We were pushers of swings. We were 
quarterbacks and receivers. We were hor- 
sies. We were playmates. We were Jesus’ 
arms wrapped around their little bodies. 

We were extensions of God’s love. 

One of the strengths of our mission was 
how we transformed from a group of indi¬ 
viduals into a unified team in Christ. The 
group included people from all ages, 
including a high school student, six college 
students, five members of Rayne Memorial 
UMC, and the coordinator for Arkansas 
UMVIM. Team-members hailed from at 
least six states, from Louisiana to Alaska. 
Everyone contributed to this mission with 
his or her own unique gifts -some by 
speaking and translating the language, oth¬ 
ers through knowledge of medicine or psy¬ 
chology, some through talent of music, and 
others simply with their ability to make 
everyone else laugh. 

We had our share of serious moments, 
too. This was a time to have fun, but also 
to grow in our relationship with the Lord. I 
would encourage each and every one of 
you to do this. You might not be able to go 
to Guatemala, or Haiti, or to the 
Appalachian mountains or inner cities of 
America. But I would encourage you to 
find ways in which you can be a mission¬ 
ary for God... giving of your talents, time, 
and abilities, even here at home. 


in Guatemala 

In a country where we have so much 
that we don’t need, where can we go from 
here? We can give to the less fortunate. We 
can go to third world countries and help 
them build better plumbing and educate 
their children. We can send doctors and 
dentists to villages that don’t have them. 
The mission to Guatemala was by far the 
most important thing I have ever done. It 
was the most rewarding experience 
because I was able to step out of my com¬ 
fort zone and really do something worth¬ 
while. Anyone who tries it will see how 
addictive it is and how wonderful it feels. 


Volunteers needed for 

After what seems like an eternity of 
preparation and evaluation of needs, The 
United Methodist Church is now ready to 
place non-emergency volunteers on site in 
earthquake ravaged Haiti. 

The UMC was active in Haiti even 
before the earthquakes. Two top leaders of 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) and United Methodist 
Volunteers in Mission, Sam Dixon and 
Clint Rabb, both died as a result of their 
injuries in the collapse of the hotel where 
UN Peace Keeping teams were meeting the 
night of the disaster. Following the earth¬ 
quake, UMCOR has been consistently 
present in the design and procedure for get¬ 
ting food and shelter to the masses that 
became homeless in the aftermath. 

A stage of disaster response known as 
“long term response” now begins. 

Protocol for a volunteer team requires that 
team leaders be certified through UMVIM 
training and have post-earthquake experi¬ 
ence. As this article is being written, future 
team leader Rick Van Loon (Trinity UMC, 
Ruston) is in Haiti receiving his initial 
post-earthquake experience and a team date 
will be published after his return. LAVIM 
has scheduled its first team for Oct. 18-25, 
which will be led by former LAVIM 
Advisory Chair Rev. Jerry Hilbun (also of 
Trinity UMC, Ruston). These two teams 
will consist of volunteers who will 
covenant with LAVIM to lead their own 
team within one year of return from this 
initial mission. 

Haiti protocol requires that all interested 
volunteers must register their interest on 
the following web site: http://secure.gbgm- 
umc.org/HaitiVolunteer/. LAVIM may not 
recruit for its teams persons who are not 
registered via the web site. If you are 
interested in volunteering for a Haitian dis¬ 
aster response team please register immedi¬ 
ately. Names on the site are directly sent to 
the LAVIM Director for contact for team 


LAVIM teams to Haiti 

leadership and training or team member¬ 
ship recruitment by qualified team leaders. 

Seventeen projects have been selected 
by the Methodist Church of Haiti to 
receive teams. Each site has been chosen 
as a priority of the church due to its value 
in offering services such as food, health 
care and counseling to the Haitian people, 
and as housing for UMVIM long term 
response teams. Only these projects will be 
addressed in these early stages of relief. 
Volunteers must be physically fit to remove 
rubble, withstand high heat, unstable con¬ 
ditions and in good health as there are no 
medical services available presently for 
visiting teams. Local health care continues 
to be overloaded with those injured in the 
earthquake. LAVIM hopes that medical 
personnel such as doctors and nurses will 
volunteer to be part of each team sent from 
Louisiana. Housing in most sites consists 
of eight person tents and cots for sleeping. 

Most of the 17 project sites and their 
corresponding housing do not have elec¬ 
tricity or generators, therefore volunteers 
who depend upon electricity for medical 
reasons are asked to understand that their 
services may need to be postponed until 
the country is in the later stages of recov¬ 
ery. 

Basic cost for volunteers is approxi¬ 
mately $1,600, depending upon air travel. 
The mission fee includes insurance, round 
trip air to Port au Prince, daily cost, in 
country transportation and driver, and inter¬ 
preters. In addition, each team is asked to 
raise a minimum of $3,500 for materials. 

Those interested in being a part of an 
LAVIM Haitian Disaster Response team 
should first register on the Haitian 
Volunteer web site. If you have questions 
regarding teams or your own service on a 
team, please contact Larry Norman, 

LAVIM director, at (225) 346-1646 or 
LduckN@aol.com. 


A note from a grandfather. .. 

I want to express my thanks for arranging for my granddaughter and me to join the 
Tulane Wesley Foundation mission to Guatemala. Brenda Coppit was just great 
helping with the ‘tonnection”. I have never been on a VIM journey that was better 
organized. 

What a great experience it was for Brittany. As she boarded the plane back to 
Denver, she hugged me and said, ‘Papaw, this mission has changed my life. Thank 
you so much for taking me. ” What more can I say. Except, THANKS!! 

In Christ, Don Weeks (UMVIM Director, Arkansas Conference) 
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REYN OS A, 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, VALLE 

HERMOSO 

Dates 

Team Leader 

May 26-30 

Available 

June 3-6 

Joel Kees 

June 16-20 

Kelly Novak/ Rachel 
Basco 

June 16-20 

Dale Smith 

June 23-27 

Mary Anne/ 

Heidi Schindler 

July 1-4 

Kathy Powers 

July 8-12 

Archie Corder 

July 30-August 1 

Available 

September 2-5 

Kathy Wells 

September 9-12 

Available 

September 16-19 

Dennis Brouck 

September 22-26 

Jackie Smith 

September 30 - 
October 3 

Chuck Tauzin 

October 7-10 

Ricky Willis 

October 14-17 

Glenn Cambre 

October 21/24 

Joel Kees/ 

Jim Maker 

October 28-31 

Tom Dungan 

November 4-7 

Rodney and Cindy 
Frisard 

November 19-23 

Lisa Morgan 

December 2-5 

Available 

January 6-9 

Available 

January 13-16 

Available 

January 27-30 

Available 

February 3-6 

Available 

February 17-20 

Available 

March 3-6 

Tom Dungan 

March 17-20 

Jill Brandao 

March 31-April 3 

Gloria Robinson 

April 14-17 

Ann Sutton 

April 28-May 1 

Shelley Bray 

May 12-15 

Available 

May 26-29 

Blackwater UMC 

June 2-5 

Aurora UMC 

June 15-19 

Lakeview UMC Shr. 

June 16-29 

Dale Smith 

June 30-July 3 

Available 

July 14-17 

Available 

July 28-31 

Available 

September 1-4 

St. Paul's UMC 

September 15-18 

Dennis Bouck 

September 29- 
October 2 

Gloria Robinson 

October 13-16 

Ricky Willis 

October 27-30 

Available 

November 3-6 

Tom Dungan 

November 17-20 

Available 

December 1-4 

Available 


Louisiana 

Volunteers in Mission 
527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 

Larry D. Norman 
Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 222 
(888) 239-5286 
LduckN@aol. com 

Brenda Coppit 
Assistant to the Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 226 
BrendaCoppit@la-umc. org 

Pat Mauras 
Financial Assistant 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 240 
Patmauras@la-umc. org 



2010 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

October 21-Nov. 4 

Costa Rica 

Svay Rieng 

Ken Musick/ 

Archie Corder 

Construction/ 

UMM Team 

July 10-18 

Cuba 

San Jose 

Claire Mott 

Construction 

October 18-28 

Haiti 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

October 18-24 

Honduras 

June 20-28 

Port au Prince 

Jerry Hilbun 

Disaster Response 

Danli Area 

Robinson/Sydboten 

Construction 

June 28-July 5 

Kenya 

September 1-16 

Mexico 

Danli Area 

Robinson/Sydboten 

Medical 

Maua Hospital 

Cooky Coffey 

Construction 

July 3-10 

Reynosa 

Beth Mitchell 

Construction/Medical 

July 10-17 

Carboneras 

Richard Schulze 

Construction/VBS 

July 31-August 7 

Russia 

Tampico 

Ed Neeley 

Construction 

June 8-19 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Education 

December 27-Jan. 4 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Education 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

June 20-28 

Nome 

Allen Tuten 

Construction 

June 12-20 

Douglas 

McHodkins/Majesty 

Construction 

July 10-18 

Kentucky 

September 11-19 

Texas 

Douglas 

Brady Whitton/ 

Michelle Harris 

Construction/VBS 

Red Bird Mission 

Darryl Guy 

Beverly 

Construction/Repair 

June 16-19 

Christian Alliance/ Marj Robinson 

Pearland 

2011 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 

Family Mission 

INTERNATIONAL 

Bahamas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

April 24-30 

Cambodia 

Eluethera 

Angela Bulhof 

Construction/VBS 

February 10-22 

Phnom Penh 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

Sept. 29-Oct. 10 

Phnom Penh 

Clifton Conrad/ 

Ann Sutton 

Education 

October 20-30, 2010 

Costa Rica 

Phnom Penh 

Tina Butterfield 

Construction 

February 26-March 6 

Cuba 

San Jose 

Mike Owenby 

Construction 

October 

Ghana 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

October 

Haiti 

Abesiduasi 

Grace UMC/ 

Ruston 

Construction 

April 25-May 2 

Port au Prince 

Tracey MacKenzie 

Disaster Response 

Spring 

Honduras 

June 18-25 

Port au Prince 

Rick van Loon 

Disaster Response 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/ 

Lafayette 

David Mire 

Construction 

June 26-July 3 

Subirana 

Construction/VBS 

July 9-16 

Subirana 

Richard Schulze 

Construction 

July 30-August 6 

India 

Subirana 

Tom Crouse 

Construction 

Feb. 24-Mar.l2 

Sat Tal 

Christian Ashram 

Judy Bar bay 

Construction 

May 12-June 2 

Kenya 

May-June 

Palestine 

Sat Tal 

Christian Ashram 

Larry Norman 

Spiritual Retreat 

Maua Hospital 

Laura Vaughan 

Construction 

October 

Russia 

Bethlehem/ 

Bible College 

Ray Varnado 

Construction 

June 

Zimbabwe 

Yekaterinburg 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Education 

November 

TBA 

Martha Orphe 

TBA 

USA 

Arkansas 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

April 4-17 

Mount Sequoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Larry Norman 

Repair/SCJ UMVIM 

Work Week 

May (team 1) 

Mount Sequoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Allen Tuten 

Refurbishment of 

LA Cottage 

May (team 2) 

Mount Sequoyah/ 

Larry Norman 

Refurbishment of 

LA Cottage 
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Louisiana Conference NtJWl Special LAVIM Insert 


MAY 28, 2010 


LAVIM team to host retreat and minister to lay men in Cambodia 


A special mission to Cambodia, specifi¬ 
cally for United Methodist men, is set for 
Oct. 21-Nov. 4, 2010. The team will be led 
by Ken Musick of St. Andrews United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge and 
Archie Corder of St. Matthews UMC in 
Metairie. “The team will be working with 
Cambodian lay men and some of their pas¬ 
tors. We will share ideas and best practices 
in evangelism, visitation, fundraising, and 
generally, how lay persons can help their 
pastors grow the Church,” said Corder. 

The idea for the mission first came up 
in 2008 when a medical team was serving 
in Cambodia. GBGM Missionary Esther 
Gitobu started the discussion, and this year, 
the mission is a reality. Unlike members of 
United Methodist Men in the United 
States, many of the men in Cambodia are 
not yet organized at the local church level. 

A highlight of the mission is a retreat 
that will be led by team members Oct. 26- 
29. The retreat will feature lectures, work¬ 
shop and sharing. Topics will include 
“How to Read the Bible for Inspiration and 
Guidance/ 4 “Bringing Up a Family that is 
Truly Committed to Christ, 44 and 
“Improving the Economic Situation of Our 
Homes, Churches and Communities. 44 
Participants in the retreat will include lay 
persons from each of the 10 districts in 
Cambodia in addition to the five members 
of the Men’s Committee. 

Local church leaders in Cambodia are 
excited about this mission, stating, “Our 
men need encouragement and inspiration.” 

Seventy percent of the population in 
this impoverished country is comprised of 
people 30 years old and younger. There is 
a large population of youth and children. It 
is hoped that providing ministry that tar¬ 
gets men should have an impact upon the 
upbringing and nurture of the children and 
youth as well as partnership with the 
women. 

Many men have left or are leaving the 
country to work in Vietnam or Thailand 
“to make both ends meet.” This causes 
problems in the homes and a crisis of lead¬ 
ership in Cambodian churches, and related 
problems in the nation. 

When team members visit local church¬ 
es, there will be opportunities for fellow¬ 
ship and prayers with the men of the 
churches. One leader wrote, “The rains 
will have come during your visit. We hope 
that the men can get away from the farms 
and fields where they work even for a brief 
visit with you. It may be that, on occa¬ 
sions, if the schedule and energy allow, 
you could meet them where they are!” 

The mission schedule is as follows: 

The team will fly into Phnom Penh on 
Oct. 21 and depart from Siem Reap on 
Nov. 4. 

The mission, which is subject to some 
revisions, will likely include tours of 
Phnom Penh; a visit churches in Svay 
Rieng, as well as worship with locals in 
Svay Rieng; tours of the Cambodia 
Methodist Bible School, the Methodist 
School of Cambodia, and the GBGM- 
UMC office; a four-day retreat for 
Cambodian lay men, facilitated by the 
team and others; travel to Kampong Thom, 
where the team will visit several churches; 


and trips to Siem Reap, Angkor Wat, and 
Banteay Meanchey. 

Mission organizers are still discussing 
the possibility of a construction element 
for the mission. A number of Cambodian 
churches are in the process of constructing 
parsonages and sanctuaries, so the team 
may participate in some way in one of 
these builds. “Some of our churches now 
have their respective lands, but they are 
still worshipping in the pastors’ houses,” 
wrote a contact in Cambodia. 

Ken Musick, team leader, is still look¬ 
ing for four or five additional members for 
the team. “We already have nine commit¬ 
ments. This is such a great opportunity and 
a chance to be involved in the first ever 
gathering of Cambodian Methodist men.” 

Several men interested in serving on 
this mission team have asked the question, 
“Can I take my wife along?” The answer 
is, “yes.” “Three of our participants are 
planning to bring their spouses on this 
exciting mission,” added Musick. 

The cost will be in the neighborhood of 
$3,000-$3,500, depending upon final air¬ 
line contracts. Final fees should be avail¬ 
able in approximately a month. 



Cambodians are shown during a Methodist worship service during one of the past 
LAVIM missions to that country. A special mission to Cambodia, specifically for United 
Methodist men, is set for Oct. 21-Nov 4, 2010. The team will share ideas and best 
practices in evangelism, visitation, fundraising and assisting church pastors in growing 
their local churches. 




UMTED METHODIST 

Foundation 
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For help in updating or preparing your will, 
contact us or go to our Web site. 

(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 


Perpetuate Mission 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission helps 
with disaster response, construction 
and home repair for the needy, medical 
treatment for those without, and more. 

A bequest in your will to LAVIM can 
support mission for future generations, 
and 

• is easy and inexpensive to prepare 

• does not impact your current budget 

• gives your philanthropic spirit a 
voice. 


What legacy will you leave? 
Remember VIM in your will. 























Vacation Bible School, 
youth camp teams 
needed in July and 
August for coast towns 

The Gulf oil spill is taking a dev¬ 
astating toll on Louisiana’s coastal 
communities. 

The United Methodist churches 
and communities of Buras, Grand 
Isle and Dulac have asked for help in 
scheduling Vacation Bible School or 
youth day camp type teams during 
the months of July and August. 

These schools and day camp pro¬ 
grams will help to gather children 
and youth in this disturbing time and 
offer community, fellowship and 
faith teaching, assurances of help 
and hope in difficult surroundings. 

If your church has scheduled its 
own VBS, you are especially asked 
to respond to this call to mobilize 
your VBS team to go to one of these 
areas this summer. Materials and 
supplies from your VBS can be max¬ 
imized and used for a second oppor¬ 
tunity to share the Word of God and 
give comfort in a time of need. Each 
team will need to supply all materi¬ 
als for the event: snacks, craft mate¬ 
rials, lesson handouts, sports equip¬ 
ment, etc. 

Housing, showers and places for 
meal preparation will be arranged by 
the local church and Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission for your 
team. In some locations, bunk beds 
will be available. In others, teams 
will need to bring their own cots or 
air mattresses and linens. Most 
meals will need to be provided 
and prepared by the team. 

Individuals who are not part of a 
local church VBS or camp team may 
also volunteer and will be joined 
with larger teams to provide these 
ministries. 

Please contact Larry Norman, 
Director of Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission, for more information and 
scheduling. 

Send an email to 
LduckN@aol.com or call (225) 
346.1646. 
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2010 Louisiana Annual Conference 



Delegates to the 2010 Louisiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church fill 'bags of hope 1 for residents and 
response workers affected by the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. The volunteers assembled the bags, along with health kits and 
layette kits that will be shipped to earthquake ravaged Haiti and Chile. Theconference was held in the Gold Dome on Centenary 
College's campus June 6-9. 

Improving global health is focus of conference 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Over 1,200 United Methodists from 
throughout the state celebrated 40 years 
as a Conference as they gathered at 
Centenary College in Shreveport, La. 
from June 6-9 for the 2010 Louisiana 
Annual Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. 

Conference delegates assembled 6,000 
packets for distribution to response work¬ 
ers and residents of coastal areas in 
Louisiana affected by the recent oil spill 
in the Gulf of Mexico. The packets con¬ 
tain a Bible and a devotional book, along 
with a message from the Conference. The 
Bibles were provided by United 
Methodist Men and the devotional books 
by Upper Room Ministries. 

“Whole World, Whole People” was 
the theme for this year’s event, reflecting 


the conference and denominational focus 
on global health. To celebrate this focus, 
a Mission Day held Tuesday afternoon 
included a clinic offering free HIV tests 
to the public; a bus tour of area health 
clinics; a health fair for delegates; free 
Yoga and Pilates classes; preparation of 
health and layette kits for Haiti and 
Chile; and construction projects that 
improved accessibility in homes of dis¬ 
abled and elderly citizens in Shreveport. 

Bishop Thomas Bickerton, resident 
bishop of the Pittsburgh Area and wor¬ 
ship leader on Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings of annual conference, led a 
Tuesday afternoon workshop on 
“Imagine No Malaria.” Bickerton chairs 
the Global Health Initiative for The 
United Methodist Church. Revelations 
22:1-5 served as the inspirational scrip¬ 
ture for this year’s conference theme, 


which centered around the improvement 
of global health. This is the second theme 
in the quadrennium that supports the 
Four Areas of Focus, the priority ministry 
areas of The United Methodist Church 
and of the Louisiana Conference. 

Special services were featured each 
evening of the conference. Rev. Freddie 
Henderson preached the Memorial and 
Communion service on Sunday night in 
the Gold Dome. The Service of 
Ordination and Commissioning was held 
Monday evening at 7:30 p.m. at First 
UMC in Shreveport with Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson serving as speaker. 
Tuesday evening, after the afternoon of 
health-related mission activities, a 
Healing and Wholeness Service led by 
Bishop Bickerton was held in the Gold 
Dome. 

See Conference, page i 
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Acadiana District 

District Superintendent 
Abbeville: 

Abbeville-Pecan Island 
Baldwin, Trinity 

Belle Rose, St. James-Lutcher Chapel 

(Elva Jacobs 3 A PL) 

Berwick, First (M. Amanda Carpenter 3 A PL) 

Berwick, Mason-Verdunville, Fitzgerald-Jeanerette, Mt. Zion 
(Charles E. Hill J* PL) 


T. Edward Boyd, Jr. 

John L. Vining 

(Barry A. Whittington, Sr. Vi PL) 


Donaldsonville, First-Lutcher 
Donaldsonville, St. Peter 
Dulac, Clanton Chapel 
Franklin, First 
Houma: 

Bayou Blue 
First 

Mt. Vernon 

Wesley-Vacherie 

Jeanerette: 

St. Paul-Franklin, Asbury 


St. Peter-St. Martinville, Mallalieu T.B.S. 


(Barbara J. Beaumont 14 PL) 
(Gaynell R. Simon 14 PL) 
(Cyril A. Kirby Verret 14 PL) 
(Susan C. Pugh FL) 

Jeffrey C. Duke 
R. Don Ross 

(Joseph Holland, Sr. 14 PL) 
(Terry A. Lindsey 14 PL) 

(Darrel W. Briggs, Sr. % PL) 


Erin J. Oliver 14 


McGowen 
Lafayette: 

Asbury 
Associate 
Associate 
Covenant 

Minister of Visitation 
First 

Associate 

Mallalieu Immanuel 
Northwood 

Lettsworth, Scott Chapel 
Lottie, Wiley-Green Chapel 
Lydia 

Maringouin, St. Peter-Shiloh 
Mathews, Memorial 
Melville-Palmetto 
Morgan City: 

Pharr Chapel 
Walmsley 

Napoleonville, Wesley-Woodlawn (Albert Holland RL) 
New Iberia: 

First 
Mt. Zion 

St. James-Abbeville, Briggs 
Opelousas: 

Louisiana Memorial 
St. Mark 
Patterson 
Plaquemine: 

First 

Grand River 

Hurst-Bayou Goula, St. Luke 
Port Barre-Krotz Springs-Lottie, Wilson Memorial 
(Ted Fine 14 PL) 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell 

Rosedale-New Roads, First 
Thibodaux: 

Calvary-Magnolia 
First 

Waxia, St. Paul 

Youngsville, Faith Community 

Alexandria District 

District Superintendent 
Alexandria: 

First 

Associate 
Associate 
Horseshoe Drive 
Newman 
St. Mark’s 

Trinity-Hineston, Fellowship 
Wilton 
Bethel 

Beulah-Weaver 
Boyce: 

Lahey Chapel 
Union Chapel 


Richard H. Humphries 
Ira M. Robinson RM 
Stephen N. Fife 
Chris A. Blanchard 
(Byron J. Aucoin, Jr. 14 PL) 
Jan C. Holloway 
(Fred M. Fraser RA) 
(Marguerite D. Jenkins 14 PL) 
(C. Ann Sutton) 

(Inita L. Smith 14 PL) 

(Leroy Brumfield RL) 

Cage M. McLemore RM 
(Emmett C. Collins, Jr. 3 A PL) 
Jeffrey C. Duke 
Kenneth B. Chapman RE 

Lamar C. Oliver 
(Elaine C. Smith 14 PL ) 


Scott T. Bullock 

T.B.S. 

(Junius Egby, Jr. 14 PL) 4 

(Pamela Fitch Roy) 

Clifton C. Conrad, Sr. 
(Aaron J. Carpenter, Jr. FL) 

Stephen C. Fleming 
(Earline T. Guidry 14 PL) 
(Thomas A. Wesley 14 PL) 


(Ulysse Stephens RA) 

Jeremy S. Jones 

(Robert E. Johnson, Sr. 3 A PL) 
Donald L. Wilkinson 
(Marvette J. Thomas 14 PL) 
Nancy E. Wofford 


Ellen R. Alston 

Barry Hoekstra 
(R. Clay Williams, Jr. FL) 
(B. Carolyn Fletcher V 4 PL) 
Tracy L. MacKenzie 
Joseph D. Awotwi 
(Ossie D. Clark V 4 PL ) 
(Robert E. Guth, Jr. FL) 
(Michael P. Caffiery V 4 SY*) 
(William R. Morris % SY*) 
Ray R. Spiller % RM 

(David F. Nugent RL) 
(Sandra A Williams % SY) 


Joe A Hoover % 

(Mary L. Jones % PL) 
(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. % SY*) 
(Jason H. Sheppard FL) 

10 


\Bunkie: 

David Haas Mem.-White’s Chap. 

Trinity-Cheneyville, St. Paul 
Campti, St Paul-Mt Zion 
Colfax 

Couley-Sanders Chapel (Thomas G. May % PL) 

Evergreen (Gladys Miller % SY*) 

Ferriday-Vidalia Ray L. Vamado 

Jena, Nolley Memorial-Belah Lyndle R. Bullard 

Jonesville Leon L. Zordan, Jr. % OF 

Lecompte-Bayou Chicot-Cheneyville 

(Ross C. Ford, Jr. FL) 

Many C. Frances Hooton 

Marksville-Effie, Oak Grove-Simmesport 

R. Wade Arnold OF 


Melder, St. Mark’s 

Montgomery-Mt. Zion-Atlanta 

Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 

First 


(Hurvey Sweazie, Jr. % SY*) 
(Kenneth W. Holt % PL) 

\James A. Graham 
Douglas B. DeGraffenried 
Jacqueline E. C. King 
(Doris R. Sheppard RL) 

John R. Foster % OF 
W. Mark Strickland 


Oak Grove-Provencal 
Oakdale-Glenmora-Pine Prairie 
Olla-Urania-Trout, Justiss Memorial-Eden 

(P. Curtis Carroll, Jr. FL) 

Palestine 
Pineville: 

First 

Associate 
Pleasant Grove 
Wesley-Booneville, Memorial 
Pollock-Boyce, First-Liberty Chapel 


(Gene M. Faurie FL) 

Ricky L. Willis 
Mark R. Martin 
Henry C. Blount, Jr. RM 
(James E. Ray, Sr. % PL) 


St Maurice 
Strange 


Eddie Carpenter PE 
(Lawanda F. Smith % SY*) 
T.B.S. 


14 

11 

9 
6 

7 

10 
4 
22 

3 

4 
3 

9 
2 

10 


1 

16 

3 

4 

3 

5 

4 
4 
2 

4 
1 
1 

6 
2 

13 

-5 

5 

32 

10 


4 

4 

6 

10 

7 

27 


17 

5 

5 

3 

4 
1 


8 

7 

11 

3 

1 

2 

5 

2 

10 

7 
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36 

2 

23 
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2 

10 

2 

8 
2 

3 

3 

2 

17 

9 
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Appointments 2010 


Winnfield Jayne Trammell-Kelly 1 

Baton Rouge District 

District Superintendent W. Ralph Ford 5 

Amite Brady S. Whitton 6 

Baker: 

Blackwater Marie P. Williams 1 

Associate (Linda M. Hagan RL) 3 

First-Pride, Bethel E. Eugene Rives, Jr. 7 

Baton Rouge: 

Broadmoor Fred B. Wideman 3 

Min. of Staff Developmental Congregational Care 

Kenneth M. Carroll 20 

Minister of Disabilities Carol A Civils PD* 4 

Min. of Disciple.& Faith Formation & Evangelism 

R. Lee McKinzie 4 

Lead Pastor, Casual Service & Min. to Older Adults 

Augustus M. Allen 6 

Min. of Sen. Cane and Residential Ministries 

Lusinda M. Warren % FD 9 

Minister of Spiritual Formation C. Shannon Sandifer PD* 2 

Camphor Memorial Darlene A. Moore 9 

Associate Mary Ann Robinson % OF 5 

First Christopher H. Andrews 22 

Associate Kathryn McKay Simpson 2 

Associate William Bradley Franklin PE 2 

Associate Susie H. Thomas PE 2 

Associate Ann M. Trousdale FD* 3 

Francis Asbury W. Odell Simmons RM 9 

Hope Community (H. Louis Jones V 2 PL) 9 

Hughes Memorial-Gonzales, St. Landry 

(Constance R. Saizon FL) 5 

Ingleside (David L Bricker FL) 3 

Jefferson Roger D. Lathan 1 

Associate Stephen D. Berger 7 

Jordan Davis W. Clark 6 

Neely Arnold V. Brown 19 

Minister of Education Linda A Joseph % FD* 8 

St. Andrew’s Larry D. O’Dell 7 

St. John’s imothy E. Lawson 5 

Associate (JoAnn Cooper % PL) 1 

St. Luke’s-St Paul’s Freddie C. Henderson RM 2 

St. Mark Derrick D. Hills 3 

University, William B. Reilly Memorial 

Van A. Stinson 3 

Associate Jared R. Williams PE 2 

Director of Children’s Ministries Lylln G. Brinkman DM 2 

Wesley Joe D. Connelly 1 

Clinton: 

Beech Grove (Inita L. Smith % PL) 4 

First-Clear Creek Kenneth M. Graham, Jr. 3 

Mt. Zion-Ethel, St. Paul (Yvonne Dayries V 2 PL) 1 

St Peter-Jackson Chapel-MtCarmel 

(Clark L. Clark V 2 PL) 3 

Convent St James (Gaynell R. Simon % PL) 15 

Darlington Paul W. Carter RM 4 

Day’s-Center Larry D. Robertson RM 14 

Deerfbrd-James Chapel (Jimmie S. Parker % PL) 5 

Denham Springs: 

First Robert L. Deich 4 

Associate Virginia P. Allen 2 

Roberts Deborah B. Williams 3 

Faith Crossing Leslie G. Stephens 4 

Galvez, Carpenter’s Chapel (L. John Locascio FL) 5 

Gonzales, First Mark J. Goins 1 

Greensburg: 

Greensburg H. Norman Campbell RE 1 

Wesley Chapel Eddie E. Morgan, Jr. RM 1 

Greenwell Springs: 

Magnolia-Walker, Friendship Lewis M. Morris, Jr. PE 2 
St. Luke (Marguerite Jordan Rheams % PL) 3 

Hammond, First Joseph M. Donakey 4 

Minister of Christian Education Lauren Frazier-McGuin PD* 2 

Minister of Christian Education Herbert W. McGuin, III PD* 2 

Huff Chapel (Milton E. Bourque, Jr. % PL) 4 

Independence (Reid G. Day % PL) 2 

Jackson-Ethel Kibbie E. Hatfield 1 

Kentwood-Mt. Herrnon (Percy M. Frazier RA) 9 

Livingston (Stephen A Hebert % PL) 4 

Loranger-Coopers Chapel John G. Deschner 2 

Montpelier-Walker, Corbin (Donald R. Young % PL) 2 

Nesom Memorial (E. Rand Guy RL) 10 

NewSong Frank S. Harris III 4 

Minister of Missions and Outreach 

Cathy J. Arends FD* 3 

Pine Grove Eddie E. Moi^jan, Jr. RM 1 

Pine Ridge-Tangipahoa Kevin D. Smith OF 3 

Ponchatoula: 

First Kenneth R. Bowman 2 

Wesley Chapel-Lee’s Landing Spiller W. Milton RM 1 

Port Allen, Scott (Willie Laws) 5 

Prairieville, Meadows Chapel (John T. Krause % PL) 3 

St Amant, Faithful-New River (Russell S. Clunan % PL) 1 

St Francisville Daniel P. Gleason 6 

Associate Benjamin N. McGehee 1 

Slaughter-Bluff Creek (Beiy A McCarverY 2 PL) 6 

Spillman, New Hope-Concord (Jesse L Means, Jr. % SY*) 39 

Springfield: 

First (Emile E. Tosso III % PL) 6 

St. James (Reid G. Day % PL) 2 

Tunica (Michael Clark % SY*) 4 

Walker: 

Walker (A Jeffrey Hilliard % SY*) 2 

Mangum Chapel (Tim A Gilmore % PL) 3 

Watson: 

Andrew Chapel (Isaac L. Hammond, Jr. % PL) 3 

Live Oak (Mark E. Crosby) 15 

Associate (Richard W. Davis % PL) 4 

Minister of Pastoral Care Rita M. Chiasson % FD* 2 

Wilson, Wesley-Asbury (Gregory McClay, Sr. % PL) 6 

Zachary: 

First Gregory R. Davis 8 

Moses Chapel (Glorious M. Wright % PL) 9 

Lake Charles District 

District Superintendent Steven M. Spurlock 3 

Church Poirrt-Crowley, Wesley T.B.S. 

Crowley, First Elaine M. Burleigh 2 

Associate (Virginia Cutrer RL) 7 


DeQuincy 

Gerald R. Crise 

DeRidder, First 

Michael D. McLaurin 

Elton-0 berlin 

(Steven Bellard % SY*) 

Eunice-Kinder-lota 

Douglas E. Milliron 

Florien: 

Macedonia-Leesville, Mt. Zion 

T.B.S. 

Prospect-Hombeck 

(Raymond H. Leidig, Jr. RL) 

Gueydan-Lake Arthur 

LaMarylis Cotten 

Holly Grove 

(David Stewart % SY*) 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine Grove 

(Mary Ann Carlson % SY*) 

Indian Bayou-Kaplan 

G. Larry Maxwell, Sr. RM 

Iowa, First 

David R. DeWitt V 2 * 

Jennings: 

Jennings 

Ted D. Freeland 

Mallalieu 

(John H. Whaley % PL) 

Lake Charles: 

Fairview 

(Richard Baggett %SY*) 

First 

Weldon C. Bares 

Associate 

Louis G. Blankenbaker RM 

Director of Community Life 

Sarah W. Shoup FD 

St Luke Simpson 

Karl S. Klaus 

Associate 

Roger H. Templeton 

University 

Charles R. Langford 

Warren 

Anice Moses 

Leesville: 

First 

Henry M. Hamilton, Jr. 

Korean 

(Kwan Young Kim % SY*) 

Merryville-DeRidder, Wesley 

James C. Skinner RM 

Moss Bluff 

Joshua D. Milliron 

Raymond-Roanoke 

Dorothy J. Smith 

Rayne, Centenary-Ebenezer-Branch 

Squyres 

Charles L Floyd, Jr. % 

Juan Carlos Huertas 

Sulphur: 

Henning Memorial 

Douglas L Cain 

Associate 

Heather H. Leyland 

Maplewood 

Rhonda E. Feurtado 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Peggy B. Foreman 

Sweetlake-Cameron, Wakefield-Grand Chenier 

Vinton, Welsh Memorial 

James B. Moore 

Kathy C. Fitzhugh 

Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Charles W. Crews 

Jones 

(John H. Whaley % PL) 

Westlake 

Elizabeth M. Northen 

Monroe District 

District Superintendent 

Robert L. Burgess 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

(D. Edward Rushing, Jr. % PL) 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

(Brett Pickering % SY*) 

Baskin 

(Mary Anne Collie % PL) 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 

Mark B. Benge, Sr. 

Memorial-Mer Rouge 

Mollie A. McGee 

Mt Olive 

Robert A. Bradford, Jr. % OE 

Bemice-Beech G rove -S u mme rfie Id 

Beulah 

Johnie W. Adkins, Jr. OF 
(Lisa Thomisee Mayo % PL) 

Boeuf Prairie 

(RexS. Barker %SY*) 

Calhoun, Mount Zion 

(W. Wayne Ray FL) 

Chatham 

(Lala B. Cooper % PL) 

Choudrant 

(Reginald D. Colvin % PL) 

Clay 

(John E. Finch, Jr. % PL) 

Columbia-Hebert 

M. Stuart Sherman 

Crew Lake-Mangham 

(Marshall A. Sevier FL) 

Delhi-Crowville 

(Christan L. Thomas FL) 

Douglas 

M. Roily Walker 3 / 4 RM 

Downsville 

Gloria L. Youngblood PE 

Dubach-Harmony Chapel 

(Donald W. Lanier FL) 

Epps-Pioneer 

(Lynn Merrill % SY*) 

Eros-Antioch, Eros 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

Farmerville 

(Truman P. Stagg FL) 

Grayson 

(Christmas C. Wilbur FL) 

Holly Ridge 

(William G. Waller % SY*) 

Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New Hope 

Lake Providence 

(Bill E. Strawbridge) 

(Owen H. Peyton, Sr.) 

Little Creek-Union 

T.B.S. 

Marion-Bird’s Chapel 

(William E. Smith % PL) 

Monroe: 

First 

R. Larry Stafford 

Associate 

William N. Sheffield III 

Minister of Music 

Kem F. Alexander FD 

Hope 

T.B.S. 

Lea Joyner Memorial 

A Wayne Evans 

Associate 

(Betty L Swanson % PL) 

Memorial 

Jimmie D. Pyles % RM 

Reveille 

(Marcelle F. Crow % PL) 

St. James 

(Thelma J. Stevenson % SY*) 

St. Mark’s 

(Antonio E. Ranero FL) 

St. Paul 

(Jackie Holmes, Jr. %) 

St. Paul’s 

J. Roddy Taylor 

Associate 

Susan M. Ferguson 

Mt. Nebo-Mt. Sinai 

(Isaac Brown % SY*) 

Newellton 

(John H. Wilkins % PL) 

Oak Grove-Kilboume-Locust Grove 

Quitman 

(William H. McLain FL) 

(Letty L Strawbridge % PL) 

Rayville 

John Robert Black 

Ruston: 

Grace 

Hulen C. Warren, Jr. 

Trinity 

Jerry G. Hilbun 

Associate 

W. Brian Mercer PE 

Associate 

Joseph Zhong Guo 

Associate 

Connie Breaux % FD 
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Appointments 2010 


Minister of Music 

R. Michael Cloud FD 

18 

Benton: 



Executive Director of Administrative Services/ 



Wesley Chapel 

Dalton R. Shovan V 4 RE 

7 

Benton 

T. Lynn Malone, Jr. 

8 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician Larry G. Miller 

BR 

3 

St Andrew’s-Oak Ridge 

(Judith D. Bazer) 

3 

Associate 

(Carl D. Munyon RL) 

1 

Director of Volunteers in Mission Larry D. Norman 

BR 

13 

St Joseph 

Raymon L. Owens, Jr. 

4 

New Light-Bonchest-Mansfield, Pleasant Valley 


Sr. Advisor/Consult., LA UM Foundation 



St Peter-Lawson Chapel 

(Sonia D. Gee V 4 PL) 

7 


(Oscar E. Player 3 / 4 ) 

21 

Kenneth R. Reed RM 

BR 

13 

Sicily Island-Harrisonburg 

Andrew L. Hitchcock % OF 

3 

Bienville 

(Jack Sutton % SY*) 

9 

Director Church Extension & Transformation 



Simsboro: 



Bossier City: 



H. E. Stephens 

BR 

7 

Antioch 

(Steven Joe Koskie, Jr. % PL) 

3 

Asbury 

W. Scott Adams 

3 

Director of Christian Education Dawn B. Young Y 2 FD 

SH 

4 

Memorial-Salem 

Danny D. Baskin OF 

2 

Barksdale 

Paul C. Can-oil, Sr. RM 

15 

Center for Pastoral Excellence 



Tallulah 

John R. Kavanaugh, Jr. PE 

3 

Fellowship 

David R. Melville, Jr. 

5 

Director of Academies Carole Cotton-Winn 

NO 

13 

West Monroe: 



First 

David B. Dietzel 

6 

Mentor Emeritus John M. Winn, Jr.,RM 

NO 

21 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

(Newton M. Home, Jr.) 

4 

Associate 

Ashley J. McGuire PE 

2 

Director of Center for Pastoral Excellence 



Claibome-Wilhite 

(William F. Foster FL) 

3 

Brushwood 

(John H. Lavo RA) 

6 

W. Craig Gilliam 

SH 

8 

Faith 

James W. Barrett, Jr. 

4 

Castor 

(Stephanie AT. Kidd % PL) 

4 

Faculty and Administrators of United Methodist Theological Schools and Other 

First 

Jon E. Tellifero 

3 

Cotton Valley-Whitehall 

(Bryan S. Dauphin SY*) 

7 

Educational Institutions 



Associate 

(Shawn T. Hornsby FL) 

2 

Coushatta-Wesley Chapel 

Jonathan S. King 

4 

Associate Professor, Curriculum & Instruction, LSU 



McGuire 

Michael T. Head 

14 

Cross Roads-Hall Summit 

(R. Jeffery Jones % SY*) 

2 

Ann M. Trousdale FD 

BR 

6 

Associate 

Christopher H. McLain % PD 

1 

Doyline 

(M. Allyn Stroud % SY*) 

1 

Assoc. Prof. Of History Of Christianity & UM Studies, 



Winnsboro 

(John G. Hankins) 

3 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 


Phillips Theological Seminary, Tulsa, OK 



Wisner-Gilbert 

(Frances 1. Guy V 2 PL) 

11 

Gibsland-Oak Grove 

(L. Wayne Howington RA) 

1 

Ellen J. Blue 

NO 

9 

New Orleans District 



Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile A Rousseau, Jr. 3 / 4 OF 

10 

Asst. Prof. Of Theology, St. Joseph’s University, 





Greenwood-Bethany 

Todd W. Mallory PE 

2 

Philadelphia, PA Millicent C. Feske 

NO 

18 

District Superintendent 

Ramonalynn W. Bethley 

6 

Haughton: 



President & Prof. Of Ethics & Leadership, Miff 



Angie, Wesley Ray-Maiys Chapel-Live Oak 


Haughton 

(Thomas E. Dungan % PL) 

9 

David G. Trickett 

NO 

5 


Terrence S. August 

6 

Love Chapel 

Jean Mack Sanders 

1 

Director of Church Relations, Centenary College 



Belle Chasse 

Richard L. Cockbum 

2 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

David J. Sheehan 

2 

(A Warren Clifton II FL) SH 

1 

Bogalusa: 



Heflin 

(Carol D. Heard % PL) 

11 

Chaplain/VP of Student Develop., Centenary College 



Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 

Thomas E. Dolph 

1 

Homer, First-Homer, Wesley Chapel 


Betsy B. Eaves PE 

SH 

7 

Thirkield-Hanys Chapel 

(Louis A Smith V 2 PL) 

20 


Roy Bryan Moore 

3 

Perkins School of Theology, Assoc. Dir. of Internship 



Buras, Trinity 

(David C. Carlton FL) 

2 

Wesley Chapel Minister of Education 


Barry E. Hughes 

SH 

4 

Chalmette, Covenant 

Monica G. Monk 

2 


Patricia Teel Bates % FD* 

5 

Theological Studies Coordinator, 



Covington: 



Ida 

(Kendall R. Docter%PL) 

5 

Christian Leadership Ctr, Centenary College 



First-Bush 

Byron W. Putnam 

3 

Keithville: 



Valerie Olson Robideaux PDSH 

3 

FHzgerald-Lacombe 

(William V. Turner FL) 

4 

Fairview 

(Marion S. Hills % PL) 

1 

Professor, Bossier Parish Comm. College 



Destrehan, St Charles 

Juliet A Spencer 

4 

Keithville 

Robert G. Rowland RM 

2 

Dawn B. Young FD 

SH 

6 

Franklinton: 



Lisbon 

Terry C. Willis RM 

6 

Campus Ministers 



Centenary-Fisher 

Steven J. Porter 

5 

Logans port: 



Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Lafayette 



Winan-Hayes Chapel 

Karl Clark 

1 

Logansport-Bethel 

S. Kemper Smith 

4 

Daniel M. Hixon 

AC 

4 

Golden Meadow-Grand Isle 

(James W. Reid) 

3 

Mt. Zion-McDonald 

(Linda B. Gatlin V 2 PL) 

5 

Wesley Foundation, Northwestern State Univ. 



Gretna 

Timothy M. Smith 

4 

Mansfield: 



John M. Higginbotham, Jr.AL 

5 

Associate 

(Kaseem N. Short V 2 PL) 

2 

First-Grand Cane 

Kenneth D. Norton 

6 

Wesley Foundation Southern Univ. 



Hahnville, St James 

(Marva L. Mitchell RL) 

2 

Minister of Service & Outreach 

Mary Jo Babcock % DM* 

3 

(Willie Laws) 

BR 

5 

Harahan, St Paul’s 

Sharon D. Zehner PE 

7 

Wesley 

(Anna Morris Jackson % PL) 

2 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana State Univ. 



Kenner: 



Minden: 



Donald L. Meeks 

BR 

5 

El Mesias 

Samuel Calvo OE 

12 

First 

John A Cannon 

4 

Wesley Foundation, Southeastern La Univ. 



First 

(Steven W. Bush FL) 

3 

Associate 

(Linda K. Shepherd RL) 

8 

(Emile E. Tosso, III 3 / 4 PL) BR 

6 

Thomas 

Erica R. Jenkins 

2 

Lakeview 

Leon A Boggs 

2 

Wesley Foundation, McNeese State Univ. 



LaPlace, First 

(Regina B. Hickman AM) 

2 

Mooringsport-Oil City 

(Robbin D. Haley 3 / 4 SY*) 

1 

Angela C. Bulhof 

LC 

8 

Luling 

Wayne G. Taylor 

3 

Pilgrim Rest 

(Samuel L. Bradley % PL) 

18 

Wesley Foundation, Grumbling State Univ. 



Madisonville, North Cross 

Henry R. Stone 

2 

Pine Grove 

(Jerry G. Brannen % PL) 

5 

Connie Breaux 3 / 4 FD 

MN 

8 

Mandeville: 



Plain Dealing 

(Sandra R. DeFatta % PL) 

3 

Wesley Foundation, Univ. of Louisiana at Monroe 



Newell 

(Nolan M. Robinson % PL) 

20 

Pleasant Hill-Pelican 

(Jerry G. Wood%SY*) 

1 

(T. Alan Johnson FL) 

MN 

4 

St Timothy-on-the-North Shore 

James W. Mitchell 

16 

Pleasant Valley 

(James W. Kennedy % SY*) 

4 

Wesley Foundation, Louisiana Tech Univ. 



Associate 

Timothy J. Neustrfter 

1 

Ringgold 

John E. Dilworth 

4 

Scott E. Wright 

MN 

13 

Associate 

Andrew D. Durbin 

7 

Rosa 

Kenneth M. Fisher RM 1 


Tulane University Maximilian O. Zehner 

NO 

8 

Associate 

(Carol R. Richardson FL) 

9 

Shiloh-Longstreet-Keatchie 

(R. Dean Register, Jr. % PL) 

6 




Associate 

(Roy J. Price, III Vi PL) 

4 

Shreveport: 



APPOINTED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES 


Associate 

(Robert H. Chance, Jr. % PL) 

13 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth W. Irby 

6 

The Methodist Church of IrelandShannon C. DeLaurealBR 

2 


Pastor Emeritus 

J. Lawrence Maddin RM 

11 

Associate 

Matthew B. Rawle 

4 

New Mexico Amy K. Mercer 

BR 

2 

Metairie: 



Associate 

(Kathy S. Wafer FL) 

9 

Baltimore-Maryland Lysbeth B. Cockrell V 2 MN 

1 

Korean 

Leo S. Lee % OE 

2 

Associate 

Conrad P. Edwards RM 

12 

North Carolina Jimmy Lee Owens, Jr.MN 

4 

Munholland 

M. Eugene Finnell 

8 

Christ 

Thomas L. Howe, Jr. 

3 

Southwest Texas Germaine Tropez Mathis % PEN05 


Associate 

La’Sheen a S.S. Simmons PE 

2 

Associate 

Joseph A Robideaux PE 

3 




St Matthew’s 

Jeffery D. Conner 

2 

Director of Children’s Ministries 

(Caroline M. Wilkinson V 2 PL) 

3 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS TO EXTENSION MINISTRIES 


Associate 

Rebecca D. Conner 

2 

Ellerbe Road 

H. Elizabeth Love Tu’uta 

3 

Armed Forces and Veterans Administration Chaplaincy 



New Orleans: 



Fairfield-Shady Grove 

(Samuel L. Neal % PL) 

1 

U.S. Army, Active Duty Chaplain, Ft. Polk, LA 



Algiers 

Rebecca D. Conner 

2 

First 

R. Pat Day 

18 

Joseph E. Hamilton 

AC 

3 

Asbury-St 

Matthew Andrew J. DouglasRM 

23 

Associate 

Jonathan W. Beck 

5 

U.S. Military M. Quinn O’Bannon 

BR 

6 

Aurora 

Simon Chigumira 

4 

Associate 

Derek R. Joyce PE 

2 

U.S. Ar Force Reserves, Deputy Command Chaplain 



Bethany 

Hadley R. Edwards 

14 

Minister of Music 

(Will K. Andress FL) 

39 

William H. Willis, Sr. 

BR 

6 

Boynton 

(Kermit C. Roberson FL) 

4 

Scholar in Residence 

Donald A Webb RM 

18 

Health Care Fields, Community Service Organizations and Other Related 

Carrollton-Metairie 

Jon M. Lord 

5 

Minister of Spiritual Formation 

Pamela G. Crews FD 

13 

Ministries 



Cornerstone 

E. Andrew Goff 

1 

Minister to Senior Adults 

Carl E. Rhoads, III RM 

3 

Chaplain, Our Lady of Lourdes, Lafayette 



Minister of Music 

Barbara L. Murray V 2 FD 

4 

Grace Community 

Robert A Weber 

19 

Walton C. Dunbar 

AC 

12 

First Grace 

Shawn M. Anglim 

4 

Associate 

John H. (Sione) Tu’uta 

9 

Paracletia, Inc. Cathy J. Arends FD 

BR 

7 

First Street PW 

Martha M. Orphe 

2 

Associate 

(Richard P. Varner % PL) 

8 

Chaplain, Lakeland Reg. Med. Ctr., Lakeland, Florida 



Haven Trinity 

(Charles E. Washington % PL) 

4 

Lakeview 

M. Theresa McConnell 

2 

Deborah L. Drash % 

BR 

4 

LaHarpe Thompson 

William L. Jones, Sr. 

20 

Mangum 

Steven W. Caraway 

8 

Chaplain of Oncology and Palliative Care Services, 



Lake Vista 

Norwood N. Hingle, III 

12 

Noel 

Flint E. Shea 

2 

East Jefferson General Hospital, Metairie, LA 



Mt. Zion 

(Lawrence P. Gaines FL) 

2 

Minister of Congregational Care 

Mary M. McDowell FD 

1 

Lauren Frazier-McGuin 

FD BR 

2 

Parker Memorial 

William E. Thiele, Jr. 3 / 4 OF 

4 

Minister of Service & Outreach 

Rachel L Scott % DM* 

5 

Seaman’s Church Institute of NY and NJ 



Peoples-Brooks Shaw Temple 

Eunice Chigumira 

3 

North Highlands 

Michael G. Miller PE 

1 

Michael L. Hammett 

BR 

3 

Philips Memorial-Hartzell 

Elenora M. Cushenberry 

4 

Northpoint 

Steven W. Fowler PE 

4 

Staff Chaplain, Our Lady of the Lake Hosp., BR 



Rayne Memorial 

Carol S. Winn Crawford 

8 

Round Grove 

(Donny R. Nedd % PL) 

14 

Janet D. Hogstrom FD 

BR 

7 

St Luke’s 

Irvin J. Boudreaux 

5 

St. James 

heri Lee Godwin PE 

2 

La Attorney Disciplinary Board Bemadine Johnson FD 

BR 

12 

St Mark’s 

(Anita C. Dinwiddie % PL) 

6 

St. Luke’s 

Terry A. Love 

4 

Chaplain, Dixon Correctional Facility 



Williams Ross 

Dale E. Branch 

14 

St Paul 

Beverly H. Connelly 

2 

James W. Jones RM 

BR 

10 

Pearl River 

(Pattye D. Hewitt FL) 

1 

Summer Grove 

Mark A Bray 

2 

Staff Chaplain, UAB Hosp., Birmingham, AL 



Slidell: 



Sibley 

(Milton K. GeHz % PL) 

6 

Virginia D. Millet 

BR 

16 

Aldersgate 

Gary D. Willis 

1 

Springhill 

Walter L. Parker, Jr. 

4 

Capital Area Alliance for the Homeless, Exec. Dir. 



Associate 

Lane C. Winn PE 

1 

Vivian 

Ellen B. Montegudo 

3 

Randall K. Nichols 

BR 

7 

First 

Wybra J. Price II 

4 

Walker’s Chapel 

(John J. Downs %SY*) 

2 

Chaplain/Bereavement Coordinator, Highland Hospice 



Associate 

(Wanda L Smith FL) 

1 

Zwolle: 



& Palliative Care Christine A. Roberts FD BR 

6 

Hartzell Mt Zion 

(Ernest E. Scott) 

9 

Haskin Chapel 

(KaTina Y. Lane % PL) 

2 

Transformation Consultant Richard T. Stiltner RM BR 

5 

Sun 

(Paul M. Corse, III % PL) 

2 

Zwolle-Bayou Scie 

Richard C. Hooton 

7 

Exec. Director/CEO, Recovery Ministries 



Tangipahoa Parish, The Well 

M. Jack O’Dell 

4 

* Without Pension 



Darryl A Tate 

BR 

5 

Vamado 

(Lawrence K. Benson, Jr. RL) 

5 




Chaplain, Memorial Hospital, Lake Charles 



Waldheim 

Shreveport District 

(Christopher S. Fryou V 2 PL) 

6 

SPECIAL APPOINTMENTS WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL STRUCTURE 


David R. DeWitt LC 

Chaplain, Harris County Psych. Center, Houston, TX 

A Swindell Hodges, Jr. LC 

18 

12 

District Superintendent 

Donald R. Avery 

1 

Conference Staff 



Chaplain, Houston Hospice, Houston TX 



Arcadia-Mt. Mariah 

William A Moon III 

1 

Provost Director of Connectional Ministries 


Daniel H. Miller 

LC 

13 

Associate 

(Perry D. Anderson % SY*) 

1 


Donald C. Cottrill BR 

8 

Chaplain, Premier Hospice, Bastrop, LA 



Arizona-Colquitt 

(Willard W. Moore V 4 SY*) 

4 

Coordinator of Ordained MinistryJohn Edd Harper FD BR 

8 

Jose' Garcia 

MN 

2 

Athens 

(RossW. Genger % PL) 

2 
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2010 Retirees 

■<& 




A. Einsel B. Einsel 



Hagan 



Nugent 


The 2010 class of clergy retirees 
were honored during the traditional 
“Passing of the Mantle” service on 
June 8 in the Gold Dome. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson 
led the congregants in the recognition 
and blessing of the retirees. 

For the ceremonial “passing of the 
mantle,” Rev. Allen Dee Einsel repre¬ 
sented the retiring class and Rev. 
Clifton Clement Conrad, Sr. repre¬ 
sented the new full member class. 

The members of this year’s retiring 
class included the following pictured 
persons: Rev. Einsel and Revs. 
Barbara Cain Einsel, Samuel Paul 
Emanuel, Linda Middlebrooks Hagan, 
Cheryl Long Nelson and David 
Freeman Nugent. 

Also in the 2010 retiree class was 
Rev. Walter Lamoyne Parr, Jr. His 
picture was not available at press 
time. 


2010 Daughenbaugh - Matheny scholars honored 



Batiste 
Acadia na 



Seamon 
Baton Rouge 




Duet 

Acadiana 



Lake Charles 



Brewton 


Alexandria 



Stockton 

Monroe 



Harris 

Baton Rouge 



Bouligny 
New Orleans 





Cyprian 
New Orleans 


Gaines 
New Orleans 


Lehman 
New Orleans 



Marshall 
New Orleans 



O’Dell 

New Orleans 



Price 

New Orleans 



Dark 

Shreveport 



Elledge 

Shreveport 




Hughes 

Shreveport 


Squires 

Shreveport 



Shreveport 



Young 

Shreveport 


The recipients are listed below by 
the school each is attending: 

Centenary 

Morgan Brewton, Anna Connell, 
Leah Dark, Sarah Duet, Ryan Elledge, 


Jason Harris, Jessica Lehman, Noah 
O’Dell, Amanda Price, Emily Seamon, 
Kaitlyn Squires, Macy Stockton, 

Forrest Stutts, Faith Wilhite and Kristen 
Young. 


Dillard 

Shawntae Batiste, Joshua Bouligny, 
Nathaniel Cyprian, Kandyce Franklin, 
Lawrence Gaines, Stephanie Hughes, 
Davorrean Johnson and Deveny 
Marshall. 
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□ 

□ 


WORSHIP 


A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 







SATURDAY - DECEMBER 4, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 o.m. 

The Alexandria Riverfront Center 


Four Creative Workshops 


❖ Preaching - Gim Walker is co¬ 
pastor of Hot Metal Bridge Faith 
Community - a United Methodist 
congregation in Pittsburgh. 


♦♦♦ Media - Leu Wilson and Uason Moore of Midnight Oil Productions 
utilize culture art and technology to connect people with God. 


To engage the new, postmodern world with the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God is to deal with many obstacles. We must navigate 
pluralism, distrust, superficiality, and negative labels. We must also 
operate in a world where people are becoming more and more 
disconnected and alienated from one another. 

In the face of these obstacles, many followers of Christ either quit 
or continue living with a dated and ineffective approach. The way 
we currently practice church simply does not work. The good news 
is that the Kingdom of God is near. For many of us, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to explore new wineskins. 


Music - Mark Sorensen and Derek Ooqce, Faithlink worship 
leaders at First UMC Shreveport 

❖ Liturgical Arts and Drama - Rev.BeveriqConneiiq.st. 

Paul UMC Shreveport - pastor dancer, drama facilitator. 

REGI STRATI ON: Lunch is included in registration fee 

Before September 15: $20.00 - After September 15: $30.00 


You may register online: www.rethinkworship.org 



Harry Denman 


United Methodist Women 


Rev. Brady Whitton 


Barbara Ferguson 


Recipients 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholar 
Emily Seamon 
Centenary College 



Sojourner Truth 
Joyce Robinson 



L 


Sarah Schoeffler 
Mary Core 



Harry Denman 
Sarah Kreutziger 



United Methodist 
Merit Scholar 
Jacob Groth 
Millsaps College 
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Addiction conference to be held at Mt. Sequoyah 


Gather June 27-29, 2010 at Mount 
Sequoyah Retreat and Conference Center 
with other laity and clergy for an addiction 
seminar for families. 

Presentations and activities will focus 
on the effects of addictions on family rela¬ 
tionships addressing intervention, treat¬ 
ment, transitional living and recovery. 

Addiction Conference 2010 is a South 
Central Jurisdiction Conference for healing 
families with individuals who are facing 
addiction and substance abuse. 

Workshop titles include “The Family’s 
Journey through Chemical Dependency,” 


“Healing the Wounds,” and “Lost 
Childhood, Children of Addicts.” 

Keynote speakers include Steve 
Homberger, MSW, Matt Karayan, MA, 
and Rev. Cindy Sloan. 

CEU credit and limited scholarships are 
available through SPSARV for the event. 
Contact Cindy Sloan (704) 882-0282 for 
details. 

For more information on registration 
and lodging, contact Mount Sequoyah at 
(800) 760-8126 or (479) 443-4531 and 
www.mountsequoyah.org. 



Lake Charles District hosts work day 


At a recent Lake Charles District meet¬ 
ing, the local station for the Louisiana 
Conference Disaster Response Ministry 
announced that there were still approxi¬ 
mately 100 Southwest Louisiana families 
still in need of home repairs due to the rav¬ 
ages of Hurricanes Rita (2005) and Ike 
(2008). 

Because the Lake Charles disaster 
response station is scheduled to close as of 
June 30, several pastors organized a 
District-wide work day to help finish some 
of these homes before the closing of the 
station. 

Ms. C. of Starks, La., was among the 
group in need. A single person who lives 
in an old home once owned and occupied 
by her mother, she tried to pay for or fix 
the damages to the home by herself. 

An independent person, and quite inno¬ 
vative, Ms. C began to move forward on 
some of the repairs that required caulking 
and weatherproofing. 

However, she did need help getting the 
rest of the repairs completed. That’s where 
the grace and generosity of UMCOR, the 
Louisiana Conference Disaster Response 
Ministry, and local church volunteers took 
over. 

On May 8, a team of eight very moti¬ 


vated volunteers from Welch UMC in 
Vinton and DeQuincy UMC showed up 
before 8 a.m. and worked all day with Ms. 
C. to tackle and finish the necessary 
repairs. The group finished many projects, 
including re-installing a window air condi¬ 
tioning unit; repairing storm damaged 
sheetrock ceiling in the kitchen; painting 
and re-sealing the entire exterior of the 
home, installing a new shower and tub 
enclosure; and installing new vinyl floor¬ 
ing on the bare plywood and gapped laun¬ 
dry room floor. The group also cleaned up 
construction debris around the house. 

Ms. C., a “true lady from Louisiana,” 
was generous in her hospitality. In addi¬ 
tion to working alongside the team, she 
purchased and prepared hot homemade 
biscuits and sausage with Mayhaw jelly to 
nourish them. At lunch, she provided two 
types of fresh-made gumbo with boiled 
eggs and potato salad . At the end of the 
day, we learned she had been up for 36 
hours preparing for us. 

Volunteers left that day with hill stom¬ 
achs and full hearts. Said one volunteer, 
“We were productive, made a big differ¬ 
ence, and most important, demonstrated 
Jesus’ commandment to love one anoth¬ 
er.” 



Ashram set for July 13-16 at Lake Junaluska 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson will 
serve as one of six distinguished speakers 
at the North American Christian Ashram 
slated for July 13-16 at Lake Junaluska 
Camp and Conference Center in North 
Carolina. 

The retreat, entitled “Kingdom Living 
in the 21st Century” will celebrate the 70th 
anniversary of the Christian Ashram move¬ 
ment in the United States. 

Bishop Hutchinson joins Dr. Maxie 
Dunnam, Dr. Evelyn Laycock, Bishop 
Richard Looney, Bishop James Swanson 
and Rev. Dr. Diane Walker as keynote 
speakers. 

The Lake Junaluska Christian Ashram 
is scheduled in a manner that allows fami¬ 
lies to arrive before the event begins or 
stay after it has concluded in order to take 
advantage of activities and sites in the sur¬ 
rounding area. The historic town of 
Waynesville and the Great Smoky 


Mountain National Park are only minutes 
away. Nearby Ashville is the home of the 
world famous Biltmore Estate. 

Registration for the event is $60 per 
person ages 21 and over, $30 per person 
ages 6-20. The maximum family fee for 
registration is $150. Registration fees 
should be mailed to B. Fosmire, NACA 
Registrar, P. O. Box 85, Flat Rock, NC 
28731. Email 

bfosmire@christianashram.org for registra¬ 
tion information. 

Room reservations must be made 
directly with the Lake Junaluska Camp and 
Conference Center at (800) 222-4930. 

Each room holds up to four person and 
rates vary with the number of persons in 
the room. Meals are $29 per day. 

For more information, visit www.chris- 
tianashram.org or call the central office in 
Ruston at (318) 232-0004. 



Noel UMC - Shreveport 


Noel United Methodist Church 
Community Arts Program is bringing 
Drum Ballet from Hope, Ark. on June 24 
to perform in concert. The event, free to 
the public, begins at 6 p.m. at the church 
located at 520 Herndon St. in Shreveport. 

Noel UMC hopes to establish interest in 


such a ministry so that volunteers can initi¬ 
ate a drum ballet program at the church. 
The Arkansas project targets at-risk after¬ 
school kids, some sentenced there by the 
juvenile justice system. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact Erin Fort at (318)573-5913 or 
www.noelumc. org/NC AP 
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Elders and deacons ordained at conference 


Ordination and Commissioning 
Services were held Monday June 7 at 
7:30 p.m. at First United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson served 
as preacher at the service. 

The musicians for the Ordination 
Service were the Chancel Choir from 
First UMC, Shreveport. 

Immediately following the service, a 
reception was held for ordinands, those 
being commissioned, and retirees in Bain 
Hall in the First UMC complex. 

Nine persons were ordained elders in 
full connection with the conference. They 
are John Robert Black, Clifton Clement 
Conrad, Sr., LaMarylis Smith Cotten, 
Gerald Richard Crise, Kathy Charlene 


Fitzhugh, Daniel McLain Hixon, Jeremy 
Stewart Jones, Matthew Berke Rawle and 
Kathryn McKay Simpson. 

Rita Milton Chiasson was ordained a 
deacon in full connection with the confer¬ 
ence. 

Betsy Bingham Eaves, John Raymond 
Kavanaugh, Jr. and Michael Gordon 
Miller were commissioned as provisional 
elders. 

Steve Norman London and 
Christopher Hartley McLain were com¬ 
missioned as provisional deacons. 

Stephen Dale Berger had orders recog¬ 
nized from another Christian denomina¬ 
tion and was accepted in full connection 
as an ordained elder. 


Local pastors recognized at conference 


The Recognition of Local Pastors and 
those completing the License to Preach 
School was held June 8 in the Gold Dome 
in the early afternoon. 

Fourteen people were recognized for 
completing License to Preach School. 

They are: Steven Bellard, Henry Cambum, 
Brenda Charles, Keith Charles, Ted Fine, 
Marion Hills, Vickie Huckeba, Phyllis 
Jefferson, Jeff Jones, Mark Sorensen, 
Rickey Watson, Donna Whittington, Trina 
Williams, Donald Young. Young also 
received his first appointment. 

Theodore Stanley Fine and Marion 
Sylvester Hills completed License to 
Preach School last year and are receiving 


their first appointment this year. 

Steven Joe Koskie, Jr. is receiving his 
first appointment this year as per 315.2b in 
the Discipline. 

Those recognized as local pastors hav¬ 
ing completed the Course of Study School 
are Aaron John Carpenter, Lala Ball 
Cooper, Dianne Allen Jones, Betty Ann 
McCarver, Elaine Caldwell Smith, Inita 
Louise Smith and Letty Lucile 
Strawbridge. 

Rickey Doyle Watson was recognized 
for becoming a Certified Lay Minister 
within the Louisiana Conference. 




Asbury UMC - Franklin 



The women at Asbury United 
Methodist Church in Franklin have 
been praising the name of the 
Lord through dance. The liturgical 
dance ministry began at Asbury UMC 
in 2005. Not only has the dance team 
performed for special occasions at the 
church, they have done guest per¬ 
formances. Rev. Darrel Briggs, Sr., 
serves as pastor. 


St. Paul UMC - Jeanerette 



The youth and young adults at St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in 
Jeanerette have been participating 
in different ministries in the church. 
The group recently prepared and 
delivered meals to the sick and eld¬ 
erly members of the church and 
community. They have performed 
skits, read famous quotations and 
put on Biblical plays for special 
events like Easter Sunday and 
Black History month. The youth and 
young adults have also assisted on 
Sundays throughout the year with 
scripture readings, taking offerings, 
ushering and assisting as litur- 
gists. Rev. Darrel Briggs, Sr. is pas¬ 
tor of St. Paul UMC. 


More than 1,200 United Methodists fromthroughout the state gathered in Shreveport 
for the 2010 LouisianaAnnual Conference. Delegates are shown in the Gold Dome- 
located onthe Centenary College campus- during a session of the conference.Local 
churches made or purchased special crosses that were collected,blessed and sent to 
The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. to be used aspart of the center's decor. 


Conference, from page 1 

Nine people were ordained as elders in 
full connection and one was ordained dea¬ 
con during the Service of Ordination and 
Commissioning held Monday night at First 
UMC in Shreveport. Rev. Stephen Berger 
had orders recognized from another 
Christian denomination and was accepted 
in full connection as an ordained elder in 
The United Methodist Church. Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson served as keynote 
speaker for the Monday night service, 
which also featured the commissioning of 
three provisional elders and two provision¬ 
al deacons. Seven retirees were honored 
during the traditional “Passing of the 
Mantle” service held Tuesday morning. 

A variety of musicians provided music 
leadership and entertainment for events at 
this year’s conference. Carver Cebrun led 
the music for Sunday night’s Memorial 
Service. Cebrun is a jazz flautist from the 
Windsor Village United Methodist Church 
in Houston, Tex. The music for the 
Tuesday evening Healing and Wholeness 
service was led by the family of Rev. 
Byron Putnam, pastor of First UMC in 
Covington. Byron’s wife Heather and their 
daughter Kathryn provided pre-service 


music for this service. Kathryn is the 
reigning Miss Louisiana. The musicians 
for Monday night’s Ordination Service 
were the Chancel Choir from First UMC, 
Shreveport. Special offerings taken at this 
year’s Annual Conference session were 
collected with an emphasis on global 
health initiatives supported by The United 
Methodist Church. A collection for 
Imagine No Malaria (a.k.a. Nothing But 
Nets campaign) was taken Sunday night 
during the Memorial Service held in the 
Gold Dome on Centenary’s campus. Funds 
will help in the purchase and distribution 
of treated nets that protect the citizens of 
impoverished countries from mosquitoes 
carrying the killer disease. The offering 
taken during Monday night’s Ordination 
Service at First UMC, Shreveport will help 
with the cost of providing our ordinands 
with a tour to the Holy Land. The preven¬ 
tion of HIV/AIDS was the focus of the 
offering for Tuesday night’s Healing and 
Wholeness service. 

Each church in the Conference was 
asked to craft and bring a small cross to 
this session. These crosses, which will be 
displayed in The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, were collected and blessed on 
Monday afternoon of conference. 
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Retirees to receive 
free 2010 Journal 

Due to a $1,000 gift from Dr. 

Jimmie Caraway and a $3,800 grant 
from the CBOP, all retirees and surviv¬ 
ing spouses of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference will receive one free jour¬ 
nal which will be sent to them when the 
journals are completed later this year. 

The Conference recognizes that pay¬ 
ing the $10 partial fee to receive a jour¬ 
nal is a much greater hardship finan¬ 
cially for retirees and surviving spouses 
than it is for the active clergy and laity 
who often have a church source of 
income to pay for their journals. We 
are pleased now to be able to continue 
providing a free journal for every 
retired clergy and surviving spouse. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


Peace with Justice 
offering still possible 

Peace with Justice (PWJ) Sunday, one 
of the six Special Sundays of the United 
Methodist Church, supports programs that 
advocate for peace and justice at home and 
around the world. Traditionally, PWJ 
Sunday is observed on the first Sunday 
after Pentecost (May 30 this year). 
Congregations are welcome to celebrate 
PWJ Sunday on any date that works best, 
however. 

Our United Methodist heritage has its 
grounding in social justice. 

Free worship resources, posters, and 
collection envelopes can be ordered from 
www.umcgiving.org/PWJS. Envelopes 
may also be ordered by calling toll-free, 
(888) 346-3682. Stories of lives changed 
by the PWJ offering are also available 
online at umcgiving.org/PWJS. 

The United Methodist connection facili¬ 
tates the ability of the people in the pews 
to work locally, regionally, and globally. 
Half of this Special Sunday offering is 
retained in our conference to fund local 
peace with justice programs. The other half 
is remitted to the General Board of Church 
and Society (GBCS) to help fund U.S. and 
global work in social action, public policy 
education, and advocacy. If anyone is 
interested in applying for a La. Conference 
PWJ grant, they may contact Rev. James A 
Graham, Chairman of the Louisiana 
Conference Board of Church and Society, 
atjgraham993@aol.com. If anyone is 
interested in applying for a GBCS PWJ 
grant, they may contact Laura Salguero, 
the La. Conference PWJ Coordinator, at 
salguero@bellsouth.net. She also has a 
wealth of information on a variety of social 
issues that she would be more than happy 
to share with anyone who is interested. 


Appointments 2010 


Chap./Dir. of Christ Ed., Methodist Child. Home 

Mickey D. Stringfield MN 
Hospice Chaplain, St Catherine’s Hospice, LaPlace 

Alfred C. Bakewell, III NO 

Core Trainer, The People’s Institute of Survival 


and Beyond 

C. David Billings, Jr. 

NO 

Organizational Effectiveness Specialist, East Jeff. Hosp. 



M. Janet Davis FD 

NO 

McFarland Institute, Chaplain W. Jefferson Hospital 



Barbara S. Duke 

NO 

Volunteer Hostess, Recovery Ministries 

Curtiss D. Eden RM 

NO 

Chaplain, St. Luke’s Episcopal Hosp., Houston, TX 



Cindy M. Graber 

NO 

Chaplain/Pastoral Counselor, 

M.D. Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, TX 

Maria J. Kennedy 

NO 

Director, Belief-Focused Care & Healing, Springfield, IL 



Roy B. Nash RM 

NO 

Wesley Comm. Center, Atlanta, GBGM 
Executive Director, Educational Council for 

William C. Taylor 

NO 

Hope and Opportunity, Inc. 

Dianne P. Wooden PD NO 

Seeds of Light 

Patricia Teel Bates V 4 FD SH 

Neonatal Nurse Practitioner/Sutton Children’s NICU, Schumpert Health 


System,Shreveport 

Hubert F. Debo FD 

SH 

Hospital Chaplain, Christus Schumpert 

Lara lee W. DeHart V 4 PD SH 

Director, Them Bones Ministry 

David F. Fortuna % 

SH 

LSUHSC-Shreveport, Prof., Obstetrics & Gynecology 



Steve N. London PD 

SH 

Appointments Beyond the Ministry Usually Extended Through the Local 

Church 



Exec. Dir., Community Media, Inc. 

Durham, North Carolina 

Cathy S. Carlson 

y 2 mn 

Special Appointments to Other Valid Ministries 


Appointed to Attend School 

Cliff College 

S. Brian Yeich 

SH 

Louisiana Tech University 

Coney L DeHart PD 

SH 

Incapacity Leave 

Barry D. Dennis 

AL 

3 


Sidney Earl Irving 


AL 

30 

(Thomas C. Beeler FL) 


BR 

4 

Jerry L Johnson 


BR 

6 

J. Sidney Montegudo FD 


BR 

11 

John N. Williams 


BR 

2 

Lorris M. Wimberly 


BR 

2 

K. Dale Hensariing 


LC 

2 

Lance E. Brown PM 


NO 

14 

T. Nichols Evans, Jr. 


NO 

6 

Personal Leave of Absence 
Katherine G. Howell 


AL 

2 

Gregory G. Mann 


NO 

7 

Cory Sparks 


NO 

1 

Karen F. Williams 


NO 

9 

Bryan S. Dauphin 


SH 

9 

Heide E. Davis 


SH 

2 

Steven R. Kelly 


SH 

3 

Clinton P. Lovell, Sr. 


SH 

2 

Lisa E. L. Turnbull 


SH 

2 

Transitional Leave of Absence 
Tamlyn J. Aubushon 


BR 

1 

Deaconesses 




Executive Director, UMCOR Sager-Brown 

Kathlyne Kraiza 

AC 



Carolina Labrada R 

AL 

Outreach Ministries, Southern University 

Elsie Cyrus 

BR 

Community Ministries, Baton Rouge Hallique L. Dawson 

Outreach Ministries, South Coast Community Outreach 

BR 



Virginia Baker 

NO 

Exec. Dir., Church & Community Worker, North Rampart C. C. 




Joanne Finley 

NO 



Juanita L. Ivie R 

NO 

Transferred Out 




Janet C. Cavalier 

North Texas July 1, 2010 

Andy R. Hurst 

Northwest Texas July 1, 2010 

LeKisha LM. Reed 

Indiana 

September 1, 2009 

Judith A Shema 

Northwest Texas October 1, 2009 


17 

2 

4 

5 

5 
4 
8 

12 

11 

28 

2 

2 

6 
1 
2 

1 

35 

4 

2 



- The key to your church's future 

is at your fingertips. 


And it's free for the asking. 

The future of the church depends on the 
generosity of its members today. So how does a 
church communicate that to its members? 

Contact us for help starting a gift planning 
campaign in your church. We can help you 
educate and inspire your congregation on the 
benefits of gift planning with our free resources: 



PastorBlast! e-newsletter for pastors 
Faith & Finance e-newsletter for lay leaders 
Videos and brochures on our website 













Visit the 
Conference 
Web site at 

www.la-umc.org 
for additional 
coverage of the 

2010 

Louisiana Annual 
Conference 
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Oh Hear That Old Piano 


Episcopal Address of 
Bishop Willliam W. Hutchinson 
Monday, June 7, 2010 

“Oh hear that old piano 
From out across the bayou 
I smell that oil 
And then I think of you 
My sweet, sweet dear someone s, 
Gathered here once more, 

Its Annual Conference, right here at 
Centenary, 

Baby could we ask for more? ” 

Well, it’s June 7, 2010 and we’re com¬ 
ing to you live from right here at the beau¬ 
tiful Gold Dome, at Centenary College, 
Shreveport, Louisiana. We’ve got a won¬ 
derful Conference ready for you. Dr.. Sarah 
Kreutziger, our own Lay Leader is here 
with us. Dr. Don Cottrill, Conference 
Provost/Director of Connectional 
Ministries; Rev. Larry Miller, Executive 
Director of Conference Administration; and 
Mark Sorensen and his band from First 
United Methodist Church, Shreveport, and 
Katherine Putnam, Miss Louisiana and all 
her family! And all of you - from Ida to 
Buras, Kilboume to Cameron, Dubach to 
Pecan Island and all points in between. It’s 
going to be a great Annual Conference! 

It’s been a good and a bad year in Lake 
“PlaqueTerresieuTangiaCatahaddo”, our 
home territory. But through the good and 
the bad, we have been enfolded in the ever¬ 
lasting arms of our loving God and we are 
growing in God’s grace in new and chal¬ 
lenging ways. Here’s some of the good 
news! We had more Professions of Faith in 
2009 than in 2008! Praise God for that! 

We brought in more members in 2009 by 
shuffling around from church to church the 
ones who had already made professions 
than we did in 2008. And we sent out less 
to other United Methodist Churches and to 
Other Denominations than we brought in. 
However, the not-so- good- news is that the 
Church Triumphant received 1308 new 
members by transfer this year, 1,145 were 
removed by Charge Conference action and 
another 341 chose to withdraw their mem¬ 
bership. And when all the numbers have 
been counted and reconciled, we are 1590 
fewer United Methodist souls in Louisiana 
at the end of 2009 than we were at the end 
of 2008. And all of those must have been 
faithful church attendees, because our 
Average Attendance at all Weekly Worship 
Services dropped by 969 in 2009, a trend 

See Address, page 2 




Bishop William W. Hutchinson delivers the Episcopal Address on June 7 during 
the 2010 Louisiana Annual Conference held at the Gold Dome on the campus of 
Centenary College in Shreveport. Bishop Hutchinson serves Holy Communion 
during the Sunday night Memorial Service, also held in the Gold Dome. He is 
assisted by Rev. Monica Monk and Rev. Freddie Henderson, who delivered the 
sermon during the service. 
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Address, from page 1 
we do not like to see. 

We had fewer people baptized, fewer in 
Confirmation classes, and we spent 
$4,149,000 less in 2009 than we spent in 
2008. In some sense of the word, we are 
“holding our own.” And that is very posi¬ 
tive in light of everything that is happening 
in “Sportsman’s Paradise.” But “holding 
our own” isn’t sufficient if we believe in 
the Biblical mandate that we are to grow 
the number of participants in the Kingdom 
of God, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The 
challenge before us in 2010 is to increase 
the number of Disciples in Christ’s holy 
church, as well as to increase their partici¬ 
pation in worship, and to continue to find 
ways to transform the world in which we 
live. 

This Annual Conference session is all 
about our sharing in the work of “transfor¬ 
mation of the world” by helping in the 
elimination of the killer diseases of 
Malaria, Tuberculosis, and HIV-AIDS. It’s 
also a clarion call to our own health needs 
in Louisiana and how we can improve our 
own physical health, while helping to bring 
healthy lives to those who are affected by 
one of these killer diseases, HIV-AIDS. I 
hope all of you are planning to avail your¬ 
selves to one of the mission outreach proj¬ 
ects of Tuesday afternoon and that you will 
take the knowledge you gain back to your 
home communities and put into action 
some of the possible health services you 
will see demonstrated in our time together 
here. Wouldn’t it be a “glory to God” year 
if the people called United Methodist 
became known as the establishers of HIV- 
AIDS testing clinics in every major popu¬ 
lation center in Louisiana in 2010-2011 and 
that the people with whom we live, work, 
and worship would begin to find their way 
back to hope as they see the possibility of 
the elimination of this killer disease in our 
society. 

I don’t know about you, but I have sat 
by the bedside of dying AIDS patients, I 
have held the hands and emotions of their 
loved ones, and I have done far too many 
funerals for those who have contracted this 
deadly disease. I have lost close friends to 
this scourge. I have watched youth with 
whom I worked in CCYM as the disfigur¬ 
ing lesions spread across their faces and 
necks. I have defended church employees 
who were dying of the disease while there 
were those who wanted to throw them out 
on the street because they didn’t want to 
have to look at them in church; and I’ve 
stood in a Zimbabwean orphanage with 
hundreds of children left parentless 
because of AIDS and who were already 
showing the signs of the disease in their 
own little bodies. In every case my heart 
has been broken. I also have listened to 
all of the derogatory and demeaning 
remarks about those who have the disease, 
and listened to all the speculation as to 
“how they got it” that I am willing to do! 
Join me, followers of Christ, and let’s reach 
out to these sisters and brothers who are 
“precious in his sight” and let’s be the 
hands and voices of Christ to them in their 
hours of need. To shun and abandon any¬ 
one in the name of Christ is a stench in the 
nostrils of God! 

There are several things I want to 


address with you today and I’ll try and 
place them in the most logical order. But, 
as we are being schooled these days, I’m 
not sure this will be a linear line of think¬ 
ing, but may be more circular, faceted, 
erratic, or nonsensical. I pray it will not be 
the latter! 

FINANCIAL CONCERNS 

Last year at this time I talked with you 
about some financial issues that were 
beginning to make themselves apparent. 
Since that time they have become more 
focused. So, let me try and give you some 
specifics while also painting an overview: 

I begin by returning to the 2009 
Episcopal Address in which I raised several 
concerns about our financial future as a 
Conference. There were several thoughts I 
had shared with the Council on Finance 
and Administration for their consideration 
at a retreat in early 2009. The CF&A 
members have had this year to consider 
these thoughts and you will have their rec¬ 
ommendations before you at this session. 

The first thought I shared was to put 
forward a seven-year plan for funding our 
contribution to Centenary College. This 
plan would create an endowment for 
Centenary, while at the same time reducing 
their annual income from the Annual 
Conference by $50,000 per year until a 
new level of funding of $500,000, or a 
half-million per year is reached. If the plan 
works as proposed, there would be an 
endowment of $1,000,000 built over these 
seven years that could be set up to generate 
for Centenary 5% of the principal plus 
earnings each year in perpetuity. The 
endowment could be added to at any time 
by any source, thus increasing the effect of 
the 5% draw as the principal increases. 

The thought behind this suggestion is to 
stabilize the Conference apportionment for 
Centenary at $500,000, or whatever figure 
the Annual Conference decides, but not do 
that quickly. A gradual reduction over a 
period of time allows the College to plan 
and adjust. This procedure will eventually 
make additional funds available for the 
Louisiana Conference to do some critical 
and much-needed ministries. 

Please allow me to put on my 
Centenary Trustee hat for a minute while I 
am on this point. This has been a very dif¬ 
ficult year for Centenary. We all celebrated 
the election of Dr. David Rowe as the new 
President of Centenary College and we 
welcomed him into his new post at our last 
Annual Conference session. That may 
have been his biggest moment of glory! 

Since his arrival at the Shreveport cam¬ 
pus, he has presided over some very diffi¬ 
cult decisions made by the Trustees on 
behalf of the well-being and stabilization of 
the college. The first was the decision to 
move from Division I to Division III ath¬ 
letics. This was not a quick, easy, nor 
unanimous decision. Many feelings were 
hurt and relationships among colleagues on 
the Board of Trustees were quite strained. 
But the decision has been made. 

A second round of highly sensitive deci¬ 
sions came with the dismissal of several of 
the Centenary staff strictly because there 
were not funds to continue to support them. 
It was painful for those on the campus to 
say farewell to long-time and valued col¬ 
leagues. 

A third round of difficult decisions 
came this spring when Trustees voted to 


eliminate several majors and structure the 
faculty and staff according to the new aca¬ 
demic offerings. Again, this was very try¬ 
ing for both Trustees and the administra¬ 
tion, not to say anything of the alums and 
the departing faculty. 

However, all this has transpired in order 
to get Centenary on a stable footing 
through aligning her mission with her 
resources. It has not been an easy year at 
all. We have talked with Dr. Rowe con¬ 
cerning this proposal from CF&A of build¬ 
ing an endowment while reducing annual 
funding. While a proposed reduction of 
monies is not something any institution 
likes to hear, he has graciously acknowl¬ 
edged the position of the Conference in 
having to do much of the same soul- 
searching and adjustments that the College 
has had to do. 

Some, who have read the Centenary 
plan, have asked the expected and appro¬ 
priate question, “What about Dillard? If 
you are going to build an endowment for 
Centenary, will you do the same for 
Dillard?” Here’s my answer to that. 

The Louisiana Conference of The 
United Methodist Church is the sole owner 
of Centenary. Dillard is co-owned by The 
United Methodist Church worldwide and 
The United Church of Christ. Centenary 
has no one to turn to in the church but this 
Annual Conference. Dillard has access to 
the general church, which is the entirety of 
United Methodism, as well as to The 
United Church of Christ. 

The Louisiana Annual Conference 
through the Dillard apportionment of 
$92,000 for 2010 and through the Black 
College Fund, which our apportioned 
amount for 2010 is $148,979, supports 
Dillard. Total funds Dillard received from 
the Black College Fund in 2009 were 
$632,600, for a total from The United 
Methodist Church and The Louisiana 
Annual Conference of $724,600. In addi¬ 
tion to that they received funding from The 
United Church of Christ, but I do not know 
the amount from that denomination. 

An endowment for Dillard from The 
Louisiana Conference would certainly be 
appropriate. As soon as funds for such can 
be identified, then the recommendation will 
most likely come to start such an endow¬ 


ment. But it is my thought that we cannot 
do that at this juncture in our history. 
However, such a decision is up to this 
body. 

I also recommended that the personnel 
committee of the Annual Conference be 
asked to assess the current Conference staff 
with the question of whether we are appro¬ 
priately staffed to meet the stated mission 
of the Conference. The personnel commit¬ 
tee has discussed this and has recommend¬ 
ed to the Conference Ministry Team a 
staffing proposal they believe is appropri¬ 
ate to meet our current mission. That 
report will be given later in the session. 

While the new staffing will save some 
money for the Annual Conference, it is not 
being proposed for that purpose. The pro¬ 
posal for the reconfiguration is strictly for 
the purpose of staffing to our mission and 
needs. 

I also talked about much needed reserve 
funds for the Conference. We have operat¬ 
ed for several years with no reserves to 
speak of. We have been most fortunate to 
have had sister churches throughout the 
world help us in our greatest hours of need. 
Thank goodness for that, because we had 
nothing going into the crises we have faced 
in recent years, and we are there again with 
regard to the Deepwater Horizon Well 
blowout. It is unwise to continue to be in 
such an ill-planned and ill-funded financial 
position. 

The Conference budget that is being 
proposed to you for 2011 is based upon 
apportioning ALL the costs for program, 
administration, benefits, etc. contained 
therein. Funds that were not spent last year 
are being placed in a beginning reserve 
fund and are not being applied to the budg¬ 
et, and that partly explains some of the per¬ 
centage increase of the 2011 budget pro¬ 
posal. This is a prudent and fiscally respon¬ 
sible step on the part of the CF&A. 

Health Insurance continues to be one of 
the major unpredictables and one of the 
major costs. In 2009 our health insurance 
plan, which, I remind you, is a self-funded 
plan, paid out $5,309,791 in health insur¬ 
ance costs. That included all participants - 
retirees, laity, and active clergy. Retirees 
and lay employees are paying in amounts 
that fully cover their costs. However, 
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Address continued 

active clergy and families who are on the 
plan, some 266 units, are not meeting their 
costs. In 2009 we were billing $9,180 per 
family unit to the churches of the 
Conference for active clergy coverage. In 
reality, the actual cost per active clergy unit 
was $13,374 for the year! That difference 
of $4,194 per unit, or a cumulative total of 
$1,115,604 that was unpaid by participants 
had to be made up by the Conference from 
various resources. 

It is clearly obvious that we cannot con¬ 
tinue this practice! We must find ways to 
fully cover the costs, or we will be forced 
to reduce benefits, limit who can be cov¬ 
ered, and raise the deductibles even more - 
heaven forbid! - or raise the rates to match 
the cost and that would be very difficult for 
our churches to handle! 

And then there are pensions! This is the 
sleeping giant in the room! In January of 
this year several of us met in Austin, Texas 
with participants from all across the 
Jurisdiction and we heard of the possible 
scenarios around the pension funds of The 
United Methodist Church. Let me be quick 
to say it was not a doomsday meeting! 
Hallelujah! But it was and is serious. 

There are some Annual Conferences 
(thankfully we are not one of them) that are 
in dire straits when it comes to having 
funds in place that will pay for their pen¬ 
sion obligations. And as much as we 
would like to say, “Well, each Conference 
is responsible for its own participants,” that 
is not the case ultimately. Because we are 
participants in one pension plan, pensions 
committed to each participant are the 
responsibility of the denomination. If any 
Conference defaults, then the rest will be 
responsible for making up the difference. 

I do not know what the future holds for 
us in the realm of pensions. Our obliga¬ 
tions in Louisiana are currently fully fund¬ 
ed. I wish I could say the same for every 
Conference. You will be kept informed as 
this area of common interest unfolds to 
today’s reality. There is potential that we 
will have to raise more monies, especially 
if the markets continue to slide. Or the 
other potential is that benefits for future 
retirees will have to be reassessed and pos¬ 
sibly reduced. 

My last piece of “concerned news” has 
to do with our promised support of 
$1,000,000 for Africa University. We still 
have been unable to develop a plan for 
funding this promise. But, this year may 
give us an occasion to at least get it back 
on the radar. 

On February 19 - 20, 2011 there will be 
an Africa University Saturation Event in 
our Conference. It is in conjunction with a 
national meeting of Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal that will be hosted in New 
Orleans. Bishop Lawrence McClesky, who 
currently works with Africa University, will 
be in our Conference and we hope to meet 
and discuss what Louisiana can realistically 
do to be of assistance and support to this 
wonderful institution. As this grows closer, 
I will be in communication with the 
Conference. 

Well, I think that’s enough to let you see 
a glimpse into the financial picture of the 
Conference. It is a complicated and ever- 
changing area. The main thing I want you 
to take from my remarks is this: We can¬ 


not continue to do all the things we have 
always done and still have funds to meet 
new ministries and fund some ever increas¬ 
ing benefit costs as they emerge. There has 
to be a letting go of some things for the 
addition of some others. I know you are 
facing that decision at your local church, 
and the local church is the entity that funds 
what happens at the Conference level. We 
are all in this together and we need to know 
what our mission is in order to know how 
we will direct what funds we have to meet 
that mission. 

Which segues me into the next area I 
want to mention and that is the work of the 
Cabinet over this last year. But, before we 
do that, I know you would like to stand and 
stretch for a minute, and I have a great rea¬ 
son for us to do just that! 

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY 

In the midst of all the concerns I have 
been raising, I want to raise a major cele¬ 
bration. Did you realize we are celebrating 
an anniversary year for the Louisiana 
Annual Conference? That’s right. We are 
forty (40) years old as of this year! And so, 
as a moment of celebration, relaxation, and 
release of frustration, let’s all stand, take 
one of the noisemakers in front of you, and 
let’s raise a ruckus for a minute or two. 

Now go to a person who would have 
been a member of “the other” Conference 
at the time of the 1970 merger and say, 
“Happy 40th Anniversary to us!” 

Happy 40th Anniversary, Louisiana 
Annual Conference! 

WORK OF THE CABINET 

In the fall of 2009, the Louisiana United 
Methodist Foundation made a major gift to 
the Cabinet, and ultimately to the 
Conference, by funding and executing a 
two-day retreat of the Extended Cabinet, 
which consists of the Appointive Cabinet, 
the Executive Director of Administrative 
Services, the Conference Lay Leader, and 
the President/CEO of the Louisiana United 
Methodist Foundation. Dr. Gil Rendle, for¬ 
merly of The Albin Institute, and now with 
the Texas Methodist Foundation, facilitated 
the retreat. Our focus was on how do we 
make the mission of the church our main 
client, and how do we appoint our clergy to 
that mission. As we all know, the mission 
of the church is to “make disciples for 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world.” While that seems like something 
that is not measurable, we determined that 
we could have some measurable metrics 
that would denote whether this mission of 
making disciples and transforming the 
world is being accomplished or not. Those 
metrics we identified were: 

Number of Professions of Faith 

Average Worship Attendance 

Apportionment payout 

What mission work beyond the local 
church is being done, and how many vol¬ 
unteers from the church are involved. 
MEMBERSHIP GROWTH 

These metrics were charted over the 
past ten-year period. We looked at them as 
they related to a pastor’s record and as they 
related to a local church. In other words, if 
Joe Jones had three appointments in the 
past ten years, we looked at every appoint¬ 
ment to see Joe’s record in each. If the 
indicators were steadily increasing, then we 
determined Joe was meeting the mission. 

If the indicators were steadily decreasing in 
each case, then we determined Joe had not 


been doing well in meeting the mission. 

We did the same research with each 
local church at which we were considering 
an appointment change. If the church pros¬ 
pered under one pastor and under no oth¬ 
ers, then we attributed the prosperous years 
to the pastoral leadership. If the church 
had been going steadily downhill with 
every pastor, then we attributed the decline 
to the church itself and not to the leader¬ 
ship of the pastor. If the church prospered 
no matter who was the pastor, then we 
attributed the growth to the attitude and 
DNA of the church itself, and the pastoral 
leadership aided the prosperity. 

This meant that our “client” was no 
longer the clergy. We were not appointing 
according to years of service of the clergy 
person, no matter their record. Nor was 
our client the local church. We were not 
making a change to send one of our leading 
pastors when decline was the record with 
every pastor. The argument of “Just send 
us a capable leader and we will grow,” was 
no longer valid. 

Making our first round of appointments 
with these metrics and mission in front of 
us was no easy task. Sentiment toward and 
undying confidence in friends and col¬ 
leagues in the clergy were relational issues 
the Superintendents had to wrestle with. 

The optimistic belief on the part of a 
Superintendent for a church she/he 
believed just needed the right leadership in 
order to grow was tempered by the record 
put before us on an overhead. The task 
became how to match the most productive 
pastor with the most productive church, 
thus expecting the most growth and faith¬ 
fulness to the mission of the church out of 
such a combination. 

Were we able to be successful in every 
new appointment? Only time will tell. 

Were we able to match our most productive 
clergy with our most productive church in 
every case? We believe we were in most 
cases and some remain experimental. 

We ask that you join us in the prayerful 
support and hope that this new philosophy 
of appointment making will be to the ulti¬ 
mate growth and glory of God’s Kingdom. 
That certainly has been our intent in mov¬ 
ing in this direction. 

We are now working on furthering our 
understanding of this process, and of get¬ 
ting more and more information to the 
churches and the clergy as to how this will 
continue to progress. We will be working 
with every church so that they can define 
their mission as a church and so that they 
can define their mission field. Ministry 
plans, annual performance management 
visits, and more tailored supervisory work 
on the part of the District Superintendent 
are in the planning stages. We ask for your 
prayers as we work to the end that the mis¬ 
sion of the church will be our major focus, 
and we ask for your feedback as we move 
along with this new emphasis. 
LEADERSHP TRAINING 

In relation to all that I have just said 
with regard to the evolving work of the 
Extended Cabinet, I want to say that we are 
continuing to provide the best training and 
tools possible to help every clergy person 
coming into the Louisiana Annual 
Conference to have the skills they need in 
order to be a high potential pastor. Dr. 
Craig Gilliam will continue to provide the 
best of leadership training and systems 


understanding for every Resident in 
Ministry or RIM. His gifts are exceptional 
in these areas and we are fortunate as a 
Conference to have him working alongside 
each RIM. Dr. Carole Cotton Winn will 
continue to provide spiritual growth experi¬ 
ences through the Academy for Spiritual 
Formation, and will continue to be respon¬ 
sible for our Discemer’s Academy, through 
which new clergy candidates are identified 
and shepherded toward being a candidate 
for ordained ministry. She also is working 
with a group of younger clergy in the 
Conference to establish a new “Youth 
Discemer’s Academy” that is envisioned to 
be a safe environment where young women 
and men of high school age can hear and 
respond to a call to ministry at a younger 
age, thus getting them into the leadership 
pipeline early so that they will have the 
maximum number of years to be in service 
to the church and to develop their leader¬ 
ship skills so that they can be the dynamic 
leaders of tomorrow’s church. The first 
Youth Discemer’s Academy is scheduled 
for January 7-9, 2011. Put that on your 
calendar and begin to pray for those high 
school leaders in your church who you are 
going to encourage to be present for this 
life-changing experience. 

A new addition to our team of Dr. 
Gilliam and Dr. Cotton Winn will be Rev. 
Janice Virtue, Director of the Royce and 
Jane Reynolds Program in Church 
Leadership, and who recently was 
Executive Director of Leadership 
Education at Duke Divinity School. Rev. 
Virtue is working with our Conference, 
compliments again of the Louisiana United 
Methodist Foundation, to design a leader¬ 
ship academy for those clergy who are 
some 5-10 years into their ministry as an 
ordained clergyperson, and who still have 
several years to serve. This new academy 
will address many practical leadership 
skills and will be open to a limited number 
of participants. Admission will be by an 
application process. The details of this new 
Academy are now being finalized and as 
soon as possible there will be an announce¬ 
ment before you, telling you of the fist ses¬ 
sions and defining who is eligible to apply. 

I am very excited about this addition to our 
ministry of leadership development and I 
believe it, combined with our existing 
Center for Pastoral Effectiveness and our 
Spiritual Academy will make the Louisiana 
Conference the best equipped Conference 
in the Connection for the development of 
clergy leaders. 

NEW CHURCHES 

New Church starts and transformation 
of existing churches remain a top priority 
of the mission of our Annual Conference. 
However, we are severely handicapped in 
this priority by the lack of adequate funds. 
Currently we apportion $262,000 for the 
office of Church Extension. This funds 
new church starts, transformation min¬ 
istries, and also helps with the new Town 
and Country Leadership Academy designed 
for small membership congregations. Can 
you imagine supporting these ministries 
and providing the start-up costs of a new 
congregation on $262,000? It sounds like a 
lot maybe, but it is a proverbial drop in a 
big bucket of expenses for these ministries. 

When you look at page 83 of your Pre- 

See Address, page 6 
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2010 Louisiana Annual Conference features ordination, 



Steve Norman London and Christopher Hartley McLain were commissioned as provi¬ 
sional deacons during the Ordination and Commissioning Service. 



Stephen Dale Berger had orders recog¬ 
nized from another Christian denomina¬ 
tion and was accepted in full connection 
as an ordained elder. 



Rita Milton Chiasson was ordained a dea¬ 
con in full connection with the conference 
during Monday night’s service at First 
UMC in Shreveport. 



Nine persons were ordained elders in full connection with the conference during the 
Ordination and Commissioning Service held Monday night of annual conference at First 
UMC in Shreveport. They are, seated, LaMarylis Smith Cotten, Matthew Berke Rawle, 
Kathryn McKay Simpson and Daniel McLain Hixon. Standing are Gerald Richard Crise, 
Clifton Clement Conrad, Sr., Kathy Charlene Fitzhugh, Jeremy Stewart Jones and John 
Robert Black. 



Clergy retirees Allen Einsel, Barbara Einsel, Samuel Emanuel, Cheryl Nelson and 
David Nugent are pictured after the Passing of the Mantle service held June 8. Not pic¬ 
tured are Revs. Linda Hagan and Walter Parr, Jr. During the service, Rev. Allen Einsel 
‘passed the mantle’ to Rev. Clifton Conrad, Sr. 



Michael Gordon Miller, Betsy Bingham Eaves and John Raymond Kavanaugh, Jr. were 
commissioned as provisional elders during Ordination/Commissioning. 



Recognized for completing License to Preach School are, front row, Marion Hills, Vickie 
Huckeba, Trina Williams, Phyllis Jefferson, Donna Whittington and Mark Sorenson. 
Pictured on the back row are Henry Cambum, Ted Fine, Rickey Watson and Donald 
Young. Others were not available for the picture. 


Donald Young, Marion Hills and Ted Fine were recognized as receiving their first 
appointments as local pastors. 



Those recognized as local pastors having completed the Course of Study School are 
Betty Ann McCarver, Aaron John Carpenter, Lala Ball Cooper, Dianne Allen Jones and 
Letty Lucile Strawbridge. Elaine Caldwell Smith and Inita Louise Smith were not avail¬ 
able for the picture. 













































JUNE 25, 2010 


Louisiana 


5 


mission projects, speakers and recognition of retirees 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson takes an HIV/AIDS test while on the podium during 
Tuesday’s annual conference session. Also pictured, left to right, are, Margaret 
Johnson, chair of the conference Global Health Initiative committee; Karen Stagg; and 
Brett Malone, director of the Philadelphia Center in Shreveport. The center provided 
testers to conduct the free HIV/AIDS testing clinic hosted by the conference on 
Tuesday afternoon in the Smith Building at Centenary College. 



A camera crew from KTAL-TV films delegates to the 2010 La. Annual Conference as 
they clean playground equipment at The ARC in Shreveport as part of the conference 
mission day held Tuesday afternoon of conference. A news story about the outreach 
efforts ran during the station’s 6 p.m. newscast. 




Rickey Doyle Watson was recognized on 
June 8 for becoming a Certified Lay 
Minister within the Louisiana Conference. 




Clockwise from picture of cross, local 
churches throughout the Louisiana 
Annual Conference made or purchased 
special crosses that were collected during 
the 2010 La. Annual Conference, blessed 
and sent to The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. to be used as part of the 
center’s decor. 

Pictured is a cross given by St. Mark’s 
UMC in New Orleans. The cross, hand¬ 
crafted by Rev. Anita Dinwiddie, features 
stained glass that was scattered through¬ 
out the church sanctuary during Hurricane 
Katrina. Rev. Byron Putnam, center, sings 
with his family during the Healing and 
Wholeness Service held Tuesday night 
during annual conference in the Gold 
Dome. Bishop Tom Bickerton, resident 
Bishop of the Pittsburgh area, leads a 
workshop on ‘Imagine No Malaria” on 
Tuesday afternoon in Brown’s Chapel on 
Centenary’s campus. Kay Hutchinson and 
Mackie Norris are pictured at the Clergy 
Spouses’ Luncheon held during confer¬ 
ence. Norris is the wife of Bishop Alfred 
Norris, president of Gammon Theological 
Seminary. Rev. Richard Humphries gets 
his blood pressure checked during a free 
health fair provided for conference dele¬ 
gates on Tuesday afternoon of confer¬ 
ence in the Kilpatrick Auditorium at 
Centenary. 
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Address, from page 3 
Conference Journal, you will see there are 
six new congregations, or relocated congre¬ 
gations since 2002. We indeed celebrate 
their presence and their ministries. 

However, several are struggling to keep 
their heads above water, and are only mak¬ 
ing it with additional monies from the 
Districts in which they are located, and 
even that is not adequate to their needs. 

We even redrew District lines to take The 
Well UMC out of the Baton Rouge District 
and place it in the New Orleans District. 
That was because the Baton Rouge District 
had run dry of necessary funds to keep the 
three new starts of 2007 afloat, and the 
New Orleans District had some existing 
funds that were designated for new church 
ministry, so we made this geographical 
adjustment just to breathe minimum life 
into the three newest churches. 

The Well UMC has subsequently been 
able to buy land and build a first unit, 
which we consecrated last fall. That is 
indeed a celebration! New Song UMC, in 
the Baton Rouge District, has land provid¬ 
ed from a former site for a new church start 
that failed, but still has been unable to build 
a first unit. They did receive their first 
Confirmation Class of 15 this spring, and 
that is cause for celebration! And Faith 
Crossing, also in the Baton Rouge District 
has involved some 150 adults plus many 
children in their new start, but they are 
hamstrung with a backbreaking lease on a 
building that is inadequate to their needs 
and with little hope for purchasing land or 
constructing a building of their own. Their 
tenacity is a cause for celebration, but the 
fact they are in a financial vise that is 
squeezing them to death and prohibiting 
necessary moves forward is a cause for 
great concern. 

Faith Community UMC in Lafayette is 
also struggling. The congregation is frill of 
zeal and hope, but they lack the funds to do 
what they need to do. They need a parson¬ 
age, they need land, and they need a build¬ 
ing of their own. They are now 8 years old 
and are on their third pastor. They have a 
worshipping congregation of 100 adults, 
but have to hold two services because the 
building they have been able to rent as a 
worship space will only hold 50 at the 
most! Can you imagine not being able to 
get your congregation of 100 into one 
space! It’s irresponsible for us to have put 
them in this position. 

And then there is North Point UMC in 
Shreveport, a relocation of the former 
Blanchard church, who consecrated their 
new, beautiful building and land last sum¬ 
mer. And Fairfield UMC, also in 
Shreveport started anew at a new site in 
2005 and they too are struggling with stabi¬ 
lizing their ministry. 

I report all of this to call your attention 


to the immediate needs of these new 
churches! It is unacceptable for us to train 
pastors to start new churches, give them 
meager funds to begin and say, “Do your 
best,” and then not have adequate funding 
to help them get past the initial start-up 
phase. It is unacceptable for them to be 
anywhere from 3-8 years into their exis¬ 
tence and still wondering, “Can we make 
it?” From a Conference view point we 
might be able to say, “Well, if they can’t do 
it, then let’s pull the plug and dissolve the 
effort.” But what do you say to the people 
whose lives have been touched by these 
promised churches and who are then told 
by the establishment, “Well, it’s over.” I 
personally have a difficult time wrestling 
with that. 

And please notice, we haven’t started 
another church since 2007, and we don’t 
have a plan in the pipeline to start one in 
the immediate future. That is not the fault 
of the Office of Church Extension and 
Transformation. Most of that is because 
we don’t have the money to do the mission 
of starting new churches in order to reach 
new and more people! 

Once again I make the observation that 
we only have so many resources, and we 
need to decide how we are going to allo¬ 
cate those resources in order to meet the 
mission of the church! It is a tough deci¬ 
sion to make, but it has to be done! 
DISASTER RECOVERY 

One more major item I want to share - 
Disaster Response and Recovery. We are 
still in this work full time, and, with the 
Deepwater Horizon well blowout, we are 
starting a new phase. The work from hurri¬ 
canes Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike contin¬ 
ues, but is beginning to come to an end. 
Funding is gradually diminishing and we 
are beginning now to close stations and 
prepare for the final wrap-up. Rev. Darryl 
Tate will give a more complete summary in 
his report. 

There is one major piece I want you to 
hear and understand that is a continuation 
of the Katrina response. Last summer we 
had a very unfortunate set of circumstances 
that caused the Board of Ordained Ministry 
to discontinue the pastor at First Street 
Peck Wesley UMC in New Orleans. With 
that discontinuance came a great schism in 
the church and many there left First Street 
PW and followed the discontinued pastor 
to a new location and began another 
church. This has caused significant diffi¬ 
culties for First Street PW. 

In an effort to save our historic church, I 
appointed Dr. Martha Orphe, then our 
Director of Multicultural Ministries to go to 
New Orleans on a part time basis and pro¬ 
vide pastoral leadership to stabilize the 
church. This morphed into her being there 
on a permanent basis, and doing her work 
as Director of Multicultural Ministries on a 
part time basis. At the beginning of 2009 I 


asked Dr. Orphe to be at First Street PW on 
a full time basis, leaving the work of 
Multicultural Ministries to the 
Administrative Assistant in the office. 

We are trying to save a church! In order 
to do that I have asked Dr. Orphe to go to 
First Street PW full time, while we leave 
Multicultural Ministries dormant for 2010- 
2011. I also have taken $57,250 from 
some remaining Bishop’s Katrina Appeal 
funds and am sending the funds to First 
Street PW to help them with paying Dr. 
Orphe’s salary and expenses. She is going 
to give this church her undivided attention 
in this Conference year and I ask for your 
prayerful support for her and the remaining 
congregation that they can overcome this 
tragic set of circumstances and stabilize 
First Street PW for the future. This will be 
a critical year for them and they need the 
support and prayers of all of us. 

Down on the Gulf Coast new challenges 
are arising every day. In an effort to 
respond as best we know how to yet anoth¬ 
er unprecedented disaster for the USA and 
for Louisiana in particular. We have met 
with pastors and laity from our churches in 
Buras, Grand Isle, and Dulac to discuss 
how we can best respond at this time. Here 
are some of the responses we are making: 

We will provide devotional materials to 
residents and workers. These “Devotional 
Kits” will consist of Bibles, Upper Rooms, 
and other Devotional Materials. Those on 
the ground have requested these. Some of 
you will assemble these kits here this week. 

We need clergy volunteers who will go 
down to the places where massive amounts 
of workers are being housed and fed and 
serve as greeters and spiritual encouragers 
and supporters. 

Once this situation has been declared a 
disaster and avenues of help are opened up, 
we will hire more Case Managers and we 
will begin that work in these three commu¬ 
nities of Buras, Grand Isle, and Dulac. 
When that happens, we will need volun¬ 
teers who will go down and go door to 
door and offer the help of the Case 
Manager, the help of Spiritual and Crisis 
Counseling, and again hear the needs of the 
people. 

We will be organizing volunteer teams 
who will go to these three communities and 
provide a Vacation Bible School experience 
for the children in the area. Their lives are 
stressed and harried. We need to bring 
them hope. 

We will address how to get youth work¬ 
ers into the area to provide hope and 
encouragement for the youth as well. 

Because of non-English speaking popu¬ 
lations of fisher people, we will contact the 
General Board of Global Ministries for 
help with those who are fluent in 
Vietnamese and Cambodian, who can go 
down and talk with and encourage these 
populations. 


We are providing post cards here this 
week that call for the passage of the Gulf 
Coast Work Act that will help bring some 
much-needed jobs into being. We are urg¬ 
ing you to sign one of these cards and we 
will mail them to members of Congress. 

As with any disaster, the book for this 
one is not written and we will be respond¬ 
ing as we can as needs become apparent. 
Again, please pray for the citizens of the 
coastal areas, for the workers, for the fami¬ 
lies who lost loved ones in the initial explo¬ 
sion, and the fragile environment and eco¬ 
logical system. And please pray for those 
of us who are trying to direct a response to 
these multitudinous needs. 

CONCLUSION 

Oh, there’s so much else I want and 
need to say to you. But much of it is the 
work of this session and the responsibilities 
of the many leaders of the Conference who 
will address the issues and make the neces¬ 
sary happenings happen! So let me wrap 
this up. 

Property Insurance, which has been a 
front burner item in our past few years, 
continues to be an elusive animal. The 
Conference Board of Trustees, who were to 
take up this issue, have been unable to 
bring together a comprehensive package 
for your consideration. It seems that the 
best way forward is to give you the best 
information we have and let you be respon¬ 
sible for the required insurance coverage, 
and whom you will engage to provide it, 
yourself. I wish it were different. 
Apparently, it isn’t! 

So many wonderful things are happen¬ 
ing in the Louisiana Conference. And the 
concerns I have listed can all be addressed 
and we will continue to address them in the 
years ahead. Our joys range all the way 
from a scheduled opening of the new 
Children’s Home facility in Sulphur in 
October of this year, to a Rethink Worship 
conference in December (similar to our 
very successful and energizing Rethink 
Evangelism conference last November), to 
Tending Our Lives Together for all clergy 
under appointment, to a new requested task 
force to study Conference-wide camping 
and how that integrates with the future of 
the Wesley Center. We want you to begin 
planning now for the next Conference trav¬ 
el opportunity to Israel that will happen in 
January 2012. Now is the time for you to 
begin thinking about joining Kay and me 
and the Ordinands of 2010 and 2011 on 
that trip. 

So, that’s the news from Lake 
PlaqueTerresieuTangiaCatahaddo, where 
all the clergy are good looking, all the laity 
are strong, and all the children and youth? - 
- - Well they not only are above average, 
they are superior! 

Amen and Amen 


Task group seeks healthy recipes by July 1 deadline for conference cookbook 


The deadline for submitting recipes for 
the Louisiana Annual Conference cook¬ 
book entitled “Shall We Gather at the 
Healthy Kitchen?” has been extended. 

The recipe book, sponsored by the 
Conference Global Health Initiative Task 
Force, is focusing on healthy recipes that 
taste good too! 


Heart healthy recipes, low sodium 
recipes, recipes for diabetics, and low fat 
recipes. We need them all. 

Please give the recipe a category (i.e. 
salad, dessert); how many it serves; cook¬ 
ing time and temperatures; accurate meas¬ 
urements on ingredients; and double check 
to make sure all of the ingredients and 


cooking steps are listed. 

If possible, provide nutritional value 
and/ or food exchange printed at the bot¬ 
tom of each recipe. . . and don’t forget to 
proof it carefully. 

Please include the name of the person 
submitting the recipe, email address, and 
your church’s name and district. 


Email all recipes to Rev. Earline Guidry 
at erlgui@att.net by July 1, 2010. 

Funds raised by the sale of the cook¬ 
book will benefit the Global Health 
Initiative which includes HIV/AIDS, 
Malaria, and Tuberculosis. The finished 
books will be available in the fall just in 
time for Christmas gifts. 
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Conference responds to spill with summer youth programs, counseling and ‘bags of hope’ 



Tail Plork, member of Trinity UMC in Buras and local fisherman with her husband Pjan, 
receives ‘bags of hope” from the Rev. Dave Carlton, pastor of Trinity UMC. The bags, 
which will be distributed to community residents and oil spill response workers, contain 
a Bible, an Upper Room devotional and a message of encouragement from the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS 

In a small, fishing town on the coast of 
Louisiana, United Methodists are respond¬ 
ing to the needs of a community still “frag¬ 
ile” from the ravages of Hurricane Katrina. 

“This is hurting the people,” said Tail 
Plork, a member of Trinity United 
Methodist Church in Buras, La. Tail and 
her husband Pajn, natives of Cambodia, are 
commercial fishermen who have been 
forced to halt their trade due to the devas¬ 
tating oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 

Like many other local fisherman, the 
couple have been temporarily employed by 
British Petroleum, owners of the well that 
continues to dump thousands of gallons of 
oil into the Gulf waters. Pajn takes his 
boat, once used to catch shrimp and crabs, 
out into deep waters as part of the expand¬ 
ing crew working to clean up the spill. Tail 
serves on the cafeteria-style food line in the 
British Petroleum encampment that feeds 
1,000-plus response workers every day. 

The fishing couple consider themselves 
“fortunate” because a number of commer¬ 
cial fishermen who have registered their 
boats as “vessels of opportunity” have not 
yet been hired to participate in the cleanup. 
“It is a help to have the money,” said Tail, 
who shared that she and others like her 
have been hired to serve in kitchens or to 
work with response vessels, loading equip¬ 
ment and putting out booms that absorb the 
oil. 

Gerald and Mary Tompkins, also mem¬ 
bers of Trinity UMC, spoke about the 
effects of the oil spill on a community that 
depends on fishing not only as a central 
component of its economy, but as the basis 
for its unique culture. 

Mary, whose maiden name is “Buras,” 
was bom and raised in the town where she 
and Gerald used to enjoy boating and fish¬ 
ing nearly every day. “Gerald is a retired 
commercial fisherman. Shrimp, crabs and 
fish are a major part of our diet. We enjoy 
fishing. One by one, little places along the 
Mississippi River are closing,” she said. 

Gerald Tompkins spoke about his home 
town, which is situated between the Gulf of 
Mexico and the mouth of the Mississippi 
River. “We were recovering, slowly but 
surely, from Hurricane Katrina. But I 
would say that the population of Buras is 
probably about half of what it used to be 
prior to the storm. In some cases, you will 
see one or two restored houses where a 
subdivision used to be. You’ll also see 
more trailers because a number of people 
just replaced their houses with double- 
wides. It was cheaper and easier,” he 
explained. 

The Rev. Dave Carlton, pastor of Trinity 
UMC, knows the importance of preaching 
a message of hope to his congregation. 
“Naturally, there is a tremendous amount 
of concern and anxiety about what the 
future will bring to the people of Buras. 
People want to know how long this will 
last and what the oil spill will do to the 
fishing industry. They need to believe that 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel,” 
said Carlton, who has been encouraged by 
the strength and the faithfulness of his con¬ 
gregation. 


“When I was appointed just one year 
ago to Trinity UMC, I discovered that this 
church, in particular, has a tme Christian 
spiritual outlook. After Katrina, the focal 
point was on the people. It was not just 
about rebuilding, it was about meeting the 
needs of the congregation and the commu¬ 
nity,” he said, adding that crowd in Sunday 
morning worship and giving to the church 
have both increased. 

Trinity UMC is playing a key role in 
responding to the needs of the community, 
as well as response workers, in the midst of 
the oil spill crisis. Rev. Carlton has been 
given permission to lead a Sunday evening 
worship service at the British Petroleum 
camp site, rotating the responsibility with 
the local Roman Catholic priest. A diverse 
crowd attends the weekly services—prima¬ 
rily men who appear to serve in every job 
from hands-on work in the clean-up to 
making executive decisions from desks in 
temporary offices. 

Tired and dirty from working outdoors 
in the 100 degree-plus heat index, workers 
settled into the air-conditioned tent where 
Carlton led a communion service on June 
13. He preached a message of hope, using 
Corinthians to explain that like the Body of 
Christ, the responders are all sharing their 
gifts to achieve a common goal—the 
restoration of the Gulf and affected com¬ 
munities. 

He preached “hope” to people who are 
exhausted and missing their families. 

Rev. Carlton handed out plastic bags 
containing a New Testament, an Upper 
Room devotional, and a message of 
encouragement from the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. The message includes contact 
information for local pastors in 
Buras/Venice, Dulac and Grand Isle, just 
some of the communities impacted by the 
spill. 

Six thousand of these “bags of hope” 
were assembled during the 2010 Louisiana 
Annual Conference, held June 6-9 in 
Shreveport, La. The Bibles were provided 
by the General Commission on United 
Methodist Men and the devotionals were 
provided by Upper Room Ministries. 

The Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, New 
Orleans District Superintendent, has been 
serving on the front lines with Rev. Carlton 
since the oil spill began. “The church has a 
critical role to play in this terrible event. 

We can stand in the gap, providing spiritual 
and emotional care to people who are hurt¬ 
ing and frightened about their future,” she 
said, adding that Trinity UMC is installing 
volleyball, basketball and horseshoe courts 
in preparation for camps for area children 
and youth this summer. 

Rev. Carlton, who tries to determine 
community needs by visiting and listening 
to different groups, is concerned about a 
potential rise in child abuse. “Families are 
stressed, the kids are out of school. Parents 
can no longer afford to send their children 
to camps. The church can provide assis¬ 
tance with sports and activities camps, as 
well as Vacation Bible School throughout 
the summer.” 

Local churches throughout the connec¬ 
tion wishing to offer help in providing pro¬ 
grams for youth and children may contact 
Larry Norman, director of La. Volunteers 


in Mission, for more information and for 
scheduling. He can be reached by calling 
(225) 346-1646 or sending an email to 
LduckN@aol.com 

Michele Frickey, a member of Trinity 
UMC and a fifth grade teacher in Buras, 
shares Rev. Carlton’s concern about the 
well being of area children. “The spill hap¬ 
pened in late April while school was still in 
session. We were able to talk a lot about 
the spill at that time. We did a journal and 
talked about what they were feeling. It’s 
hard for these kids because the whole situa¬ 
tion is really confusing for them. They hear 
a lot from the media, from their parents, 
from different sources. They see large 
equipment and helicopters coming through 
town. The military presence is new for 
them. They hear and see the anxiety of 
their parents.” 

Michelle’s husband Tony Frickey is the 
site manager for the Venice Port complex, 
and as a member of the area Unified 
Command group, spends every working 
day immersed in the crisis. The Unified 
Command group is a team of incident 
commanders including representatives 
from the Coast Guard, British Petroleum 
and other agencies that make critical deci¬ 
sions in the response effort. 

Frickey is concerned about the financial 
instability that local fisherman are facing as 
a result of the spill. “Many in the industry 
spent the spring fixing up their boats in 
preparation for the May shrimp season. A 
lot of them tapped out their savings or used 
credit cards for new nets and equipment. 
Now those boats that aren’t being used in 
the clean-up sit docked, waiting for use in 
a fishing season that isn’t going to hap¬ 
pen.” 

Tail Plork echoed Frickey’s concern 
saying, “We used credit to fix our boat, and 
we’re living on credit cards. I went to the 


bank and people there were saying that this 
will hurt a lot of fisherman for 10 to 15 
years. They were saying we need to look 
somewhere else for work.” 

Frickey pointed out that many of the 
fishermen are suffering from the moratori¬ 
um on off shore drilling. “A great number 
of these people will work in the oil indus¬ 
try during the off season when they are not 
fishing. So now, they can’t fish, and they 
will have no opportunities working for the 
oil companies to supplement their income. 
Towns like Buras have been built with both 
oil and fishing as their economic basis.” 

The United Methodist church in 
Louisiana is exploring other ways to help 
residents of affected communities, includ¬ 
ing the possibility of case management for 
meeting basic needs. “Bishop Hutchinson 
recently sent representatives from the 
Louisiana Disaster Response Ministry to 
the communities to find out more about 
how we as the church can respond in this 
area. We would like to do case manage¬ 
ment, but there is no funding yet for those 
efforts,” said Rev. Bethley, who said that it 
is hoped that President Obama will declare 
the oil spill a national disaster. 

While discussing the church connection, 
and the response of United Methodists 
locally and throughout the nation, Tony 
Frickey said, “It means a lot to me to know 
my church family here and beyond is pray¬ 
ing for us. I need the prayer. I can’t deal 
with the madness without the support.” 

Dave Carlton shoulders the pain and 
suffering of his congregation and the Buras 
community, but knows that he must contin¬ 
ue to share a message of encouragement. “I 
often say, God promised us a rainbow. 
We’ve got to go through the storm to get 
there. And on the other side, there will be a 
new norm. We’ve faced it before.” 
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Editor s Note: As July 4 approaches, it 
seems appropriate to publish the following 
prayer offered during the 2010 La. Annual 
Conference by Rev. Bill Willis, who is a 
colonel serving as Deputy Command 
Chaplain for the U. S. Air Force Reserves. 

Dear Author of Liberty and Prince of 
Peace, 

I stand bowed before you today in uni¬ 
form honored to ask your blessing before 
this Louisiana Annual Conference for all 
those men and women who serve the cause 
of liberty around the world, especially 
those who are in harm’s way I also lift up 
their family and friends too often separated 
by time and distance while making their 
own sacrifices to support those who serve. 
Especially we remember those who have 
been injured, whether the injury is physi¬ 
cal, psychological, or spiritual. 

No one desires peace more than those 
in the uniformed services, their family and 
their friends. But even as we pray for 
peace on earth, help us to experience your 
heavenly peace even now. And help us to 
contribute to that spiritual peace by recog¬ 
nizing as Your Word teaches us that the 
struggle is really between the forces... the 
powers of darkness and of Your Holy light. 

May we always remember that the bat¬ 
tles overseas are not the only battles which 
are fought. There are many battles here at 
home - in our communities, in our fami¬ 
lies, and even in our churches. Help us to 
learn that we can disagree on many things 
and still remain Christian friends. The real 
key to victory in heaven and on earth has 
less to do with our side winning and more 
to do with Thy will being done. It is too 
easy to turn to scapegoating.. .blaming our 
president, whether the current one or the 
previous one.. .blaming Wall Street or the 
Banks or the Oil Companies. Help us 
remember that before we try to remove the 
speck from our brother’s or sister’s eye we 
should take the log out of our own eye 
first. 

We pray not only for Your blessings 
upon each of us gathered here, but upon 
our leaders at all levels in our church, in 
our military, and in our government. We 
ask you spiritual guidance for those in 
power and those who often seem so pow¬ 
erless, for those who have great wealth to 
share and for those who have great poverty 
and need, for those who toil in thankless 
jobs and for those who have no jobs at all, 
for those who enjoy the fortune of good 
health and for those who suffer sickness 
and disease. Help us to remember the lim¬ 
itless value to Your great kingdom of each 
and every soul. 

Thank you for the blessings which we 
receive and help us to always share those 
to the benefit of Your kingdom and to pro¬ 
mote Your gracious will. 

We ask all this in Your most Holy and 
Precious Name, AMEN. 
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WORSHIP 


A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 


SATURDAY - DECEMBER 4, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

The Alexandria Riverfront Center 


Four Creative Workshops 



Preaching - 3im Walker is co- 
pastor of Hot Metal Bridge Faith 
Community - a United Methodist 
congregation in Pittsburgh. 


Media - Lett Wilson and Cason Moore of Midnight Oil Productions 
utilize culture art and technology to connect people with God. 


To engage the new, postmodern world with the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God is to deal with many obstacles. We must navigate 
pluralism, distrust, superficiality, and negative labels. We must also 
operate in a world where people are becoming more and more 
disconnected and alienated from one another. 

In the face of these obstacles, many followers of Christ either quit 
or continue living with a dated and ineffective approach. The way 
we currently practice church simply does not work. The good news 
is that the Kingdom of God is near. For many of us, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to explore new wineskins. 


♦♦♦ Music - Mark Sorensen and Derek Goqce. Faithlink worship 
leaders at First UMC Shreveport 

❖ Liturgical Arts and Drama - Rev. Beverhj Connellq, St. 

Paul UMC Shreveport-pastor dancer, drama facilitator. 

REGISTRATION: Lunch is included in registration fee 

Before September 15: $20.00 - After September 15: $30.00 


You may register online: www.rethtnkworship.org 


Pastors: 


Have a ta 
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PastorBlast! 

is in your e-mail inbox now. 

W herever faith and money come together, your Foundation is there to help. 

Our monthly electronic newsletter, PastorBlast! is but one of the many free 
resources we are pleased to provide. 

The June edition has been sent and includes articles on these timely topics: 

■ The Four Stages of Pastoral Transition, by Lovett Weems 

■ New Assignment? What I Would be Doing Right Now, by Clif Christopher 
■ How the Church Can Reimburse Ministerial Expenses Legally 
■ How to Develop Church Leaders and more! 




UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of Louisiana — 
'Where mid Money Come Together" 


225.346.1535 or 800.256.9317 


If you’re not receiving PastorBlast! 
contact us by phone or web. 


www.umf.org 

(Click on Contact us!) 
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Visit the 
Conference 
Website at 

www.la-umc.org 
for additional 
coverage of the 

2010 

Louisiana Annual 
Conference 



Horseshoe Drive UMC/ 7 
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Laity Address 


LAITY ADDRESS OF 

DR. SARAH S. KREUTZIGER 

MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2010 

Bishop Hutchinson, Dr. Cottrill, Dr. 
Miller, Sisters and Brothers of the Laity; 
both current and past. 

Our Conference Board of Laity Report 
begins on page 63 in the Pre-Conference 
Journal. 

Over a month ago, I picked up my 
Louisiana Now! and discovered that the 
Laity Address was scheduled for late after¬ 
noon on Monday, the first full day of 
Conference. I knew from experience that 
at that time of the day, 30% of the mem¬ 
bers have already left; 30% of the mem¬ 
bers are asleep; and the remaining 40% 
are trying to figure out how to become 
part of the first two groups. So, I sent Dr. 
Cottrill an email asking him why he had 
placed the Laity Address in the “dead 
zone” of the schedule. 

As you can see, the time changed for 
reasons other than my email, but the title, 
“Dead Zones,” stuck with me, probably 
because of the oil spill in the Gulf... then 
just starting; a deadly reminder of the 
ongoing challenges we have faced here in 
Louisiana for many, many years. 

Dead Zones, according to the encyclo¬ 
pedia, are areas of little to no oxygen cre¬ 
ated by chemical nutrients that kill off sin¬ 
gle cell plant-like organisms (phytoplank¬ 
ton) that are vital to the oxygenation of the 
water. Most often in the past, these chemi¬ 
cals were fertilizers, but as we know now, 
we have a much larger problem as we 
watch millions of gallons of oil destroy 
the marshes, the aquatic life, and the 
shores. 

And, as I thought about those dead 
zones, and the havoc they are creating for 
life and livelihood on our Gulf Coast, it 
occurred to me that these dead zones that 
loom so large in the news can be symbolic 
of other dead zones; dead zones in our 
bodies, in our psyche; and in our souls. 
And these dead zones, just like the spread¬ 
ing oil spill, can grow larger and larger 
until everyone and everything in their 
paths are completely devoid of life. 

Take, for example, the killer diseases of 
global poverty; the focus of our concern at 
this Annual Conference. Diagnostic photos 
of tuberculosis, at least to my untrained 
eye, show discolored patches of dead tis¬ 
sue surrounded by healthier tissue of the 
lungs. Apparently, when bacteria attack, 

See Laity Address, page 2 




Dr. Sarah S. Kreutziger, conference lay leader, addresses the audience during the 
2010 Louisiana Annual Conference held June 6-9 in the Gold Dome on Centenary 
College’s campus in Shreveport, La. Kreutziger urged her listeners to rely on the 
strength provided by God while dealing with situations generated by tragic events, 
such as the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Freedom 


It’s the afternoon of the Fourth of 
July and I have just revived from a 
delightful nap! In fact, it’s been a 
delightful day since waking up to it 
early this morning. I read the paper, 
watched Charles Osgood’s morning 
program on TV, visited with our guests 
for the weekend (Kay’s brother and 
wife, Tom and Andrea Aitken), and 
then all of us went to church where we 
celebrated Holy Communion and heard 
reflections on the freedoms we all 
enjoy as citizens of this great land. 
Lunch was at my favorite Baton Rouge 
eatery for Sunday Brunch, and then 
home to the nap. What a great day! I 
cannot think of a more meaningful way 
to celebrate our freedoms than to have 
a day to relax, worship, reflect, visit 
with family, nap, and eat wonderful 
food without any sense of unease or 
threat while I am doing it! I know such 
a luxury has come at a great price on 
the part of others and for that I am truly 
thankful. 

Freedom, however, is more than my 
being able to enjoy a day of faith, fami¬ 
ly and fun without interference from 
foreign forces. Freedom, true freedom, 
is a spiritual quality that sets one free 
from dependence upon and captivity to 
anything other than the liberating love 
and grace of Jesus Christ. Paul, in the 
letter to the Corinthians succinctly said 
it this way, “Now the Lord is the Spirit, 
and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 
there is freedom.” (II Corinthians 3:17) 

When I prayed the Prayer of 
Confession this morning in preparation 
for Holy Communion, I was struck by 
the closing sentence that I have prayed 
thousands of times. “Free us for joyful 
obedience, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” I prayed to be set free for joyful 
obedience to the things of and life in 
Christ! That’s the key to true freedom. 
Such a life is not dependent upon a 
“delightful” and unfettered set of daily 
circumstances, a bank account, an abili¬ 
ty to structure my own day, or even my 
ability to come and go as I please. A 
life of freedom in Jesus is strictly 
dependent on my obedience to him in 
whatever surroundings I might be 
found. 

As I reflect upon my freedom, which 
is dependent upon my joyful obedience 
to Jesus Christ, I am drawn once again 
to the words of George Matheson, 
author of “Make Me a Captive, Lord.” 

“Make me a captive, Lord, and then 
I shall be free.” Only when my soul is 
totally given to the captivity of Jesus 
Christ, will I be free. I walk the streets 
of Baton Rouge, Shreveport, New 
Orleans, Monroe, and wherever else I 
find myself with people who think they 
are the most fortunate of all people 
because they live in the “land of the 
free and the home of the brave.” And 


yet many are slaves 
to a multitude of 
binding life styles 
and philosophies. 
They are not free 
and won’t be until 
they have become a 
captive of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


“Force me to 
render up my 
sword, and I shall 
conqueror be.” To believe we are kept 
spiritually free by military might is a 
mighty misbelief! Even people who 
have been conquered by outside forces 
and who have been forced into slavery 
to opposing ideologies are not necessar¬ 
ily captives. Jesus told us “all who take 
the sword will perish by the 
sword.’’(Matthew 26: 52) While we 
support, pray for and are grateful to 
those who serve in the military of our 
nation and who guard our shores and 
preserve our way of life, we also realize 
our spiritual freedom is not dependent 
on them. When we stand unarmed and 
unafraid in the face of tyranny, with 
nothing to protect us but our freedom 
from fear and our commitment to our 
Lord, then we truly are conquerors. 

“I sink in life’s alarms when by 
myself I stand; imprison me within 
thine arms, and strong shall be my 
hand.” When I am a total prisoner of 
Christ, only then shall I be truly free. I 
don’t want to have to live in bondage to 
a foreign government or a foreign set of 
beliefs, but I will be my strongest when 
I depend upon nothing else for my free¬ 
dom than the surrounding arms of my 
God. On my own I can do nothing. 
With God in my life, and in control of 
my life, I can do all things! 

“My power is faint and low till I 
have learned to serve; 

It lacks the needed fire to glow; it 
lacks the breeze to nerve. 

It cannot drive the world until itself 
be driven; 

Its flag can only be unfurled when 
thou shalt breathe from heaven.” 

Oh, breathe on us, breath of God and 
make us wholly thine! Let us find our 
freedom in the surrender of our lives. 
Let us know what it means to stand 
above any captivity because we are 
captive ultimately to thee. Unfurl our 
star-spangled flags with the breeze of 
your spirit, and may it be those spirit- 
blown flags that forever wave here in 
the “land of the free and the home of 
the brave.” 

In Christ’s love, 

fait 

Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Laity Address from page i 
invade, and replicate in the pulmonary 
alveoli, they create necrotic or dead cells 
that can eventually kill the lungs if left 
unabated. It is the disease that took my 
grandmother’s life. 

Similarly, Malaria parasites multiply in 
the red blood cells of the liver, causing 
them to explode in the blood stream and 
spread, eventually choking off life and cre¬ 
ating a deadly situation that kills a child in 
the world every 30 seconds. 

The disease of HIV/AIDS kills white 
blood cells, our body’s infection fighters, 
so effectively that the immune system 
becomes completely vulnerable to oppor¬ 
tunistic diseases and tumors; i.e., little dead 
zone generators. 

And, as I read about these diseases in 
light of our mission, Leprosy (Hanson’s 
Disease) pops up to remind us again that 
Lepers were the Walking Dead of their 
societies.. .so marginalized that they had to 
announce their arrival so others could run 
away as they approached. 

The loss of meaning and purpose can 
also produce the sense of being the 
Walking Dead with an emptiness so great 
or struggles so draining that there is literal¬ 
ly no energy or feeling left to continue 
moving forward. 

This sickness of the soul, in you will, 
can do as much damage as any of the killer 
diseases because its parasitic evil and 
destructive defenses create dead zones of 
our heart so deep that hope and joy disap¬ 
pear into the crevices of despair and life- 
lessness. All oxygen is literally sucked out 
of our being. 

And if this Soul Sickness is organic and 
systemic then it can afflict the whole com¬ 
munity; can kill off passion, commitment, 
and the spirit that welcomes new growth 
and change. Like Leprosy, Malaria, TB, 
and AIDS, Soul Sickness can spread its 
toxic cynicism until it squeezes out the 
healthy, functional parts of the living 
organism. 

Some may argue that symptoms of Soul 
Sickness have appeared in our beloved 
United Methodist Church; that we seem to 
be losing our defining Center by splitting 
into multiple factions that prevent whole¬ 


ness and healing. These factions are spiritu¬ 
al and organizational, cultural and secular. 
They include, but are not limited to, ideo¬ 
logical differences over Biblical interpreta¬ 
tions of hot button issues such as abortion, 
homosexuality, welfare, immigration, war, 
addictive substances, sexuality, health care, 
and even oil spills. 

Other factions spar over the meaning of 
globalization, our organizational structure, 
over clergy deployment, over lay deploy¬ 
ment, over authority of bishops, over rea¬ 
sons for declining membership, and even 
over the roles and boundaries of the vari¬ 
ous ministerial offices in the church. 

Still other factions dispute the meaning 
of ritual, of Scriptural authority, of 
American public religion, of folk theology, 
of the limits of free will, of individualistic 
vs. communal witness, of evangelistic 
practices, of eschatological authenticity, 
and even the importance (or not) of foot 
washing. 

And on and on and on. 

We can argue that such disagreements 
make our mission to Make Disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the 
World much more difficult because so 
much of God’s gifts to the Body of the 
church is used in internal maintenance and 
repair instead of vital movement forward 
as whole people in a whole world. Heck, 
all we need to point out is that the body of 
the church has been unable to replace itself 
in the last 41 years in America. 

On the other hand, at least our incessant 
squawking at each other means that the 
Body, though not as healthy or whole as 
we could be, is nevertheless, viable. After 
all, the sign of terminal illness is not neces¬ 
sarily our discussions or even our fights; 
the sign of final death comes when we quit 
caring enough to talk at all; when the heart 
of the church is so overwhelmed with the 
loss of its core mission and purpose that it 
stops beating altogether and silences the 
Body completely as all breath is extin¬ 
guished. 

So, the good news is that we are yet 
alive to see each other’s face and that there 
is hope for a cure or at least, healing. There 
is indeed a balm in Gilead to heal our sin- 

See Laity Address, page 6 
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Carol Caraway and Rev. Dr. Jimmie Caraway are pictured at the April 27 luncheon celebrating the 35th anniversary of the United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana. Dr. Caraway 
is one of the signers of the Foundation’s Articles of Incorporation and a Charter Trustee of the Foundation. He served as Executive Director from 1980-1990. Mark McMurry, out¬ 
going chairman of the board, shakes hands with Rob Fairly, Foundation president. Rev. Jan Holloway, also shown at the event, is the incoming chairman of the board. 

Foundation marks 35th anniversary, elects new board chair and members 


The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana celebrated its 35th anniversary 
with a luncheon April 27 at the City Club 
of Baton Rouge. Guests included past 
presidents, past board members, donors 
and other Foundation advocates. Bishop 
William Hutchinson addressed the group, 
challenging them to continue fostering the 
Foundation’s ministry and that initial 
vision of Bishop Finis Crutchfield—that 
there “remains yet very much land to pos¬ 
sess,” a quote from Joshua 13:1. 

Bishop Crutchfield’s vision in 1975 of 
a United Methodist Foundation to serve 
the Louisiana Annual Conference has 
taken root and is bearing fruit. The United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana started 


with one $5,000 donation, and 35 years 
later manages nearly $120 million in 
assets, has its own 3,300 square foot, 
debt-free building, and a staff of eight. It 
sets an example by double-tithing, giving 
20% of gross operating revenues to 
United Methodist ministries in Louisiana 
and the world each year, conducts capital 
campaigns for local churches, and pro¬ 
vides low interest loans to local United 
Methodist churches and institutions. 

A foundation history booklet with 
accounts from each director or president 
of the foundation since 1975 was given to 
each guest and is available on the founda¬ 
tion’s website at www.umf.org. 

Rev. Jan Holloway was elected 


Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the 
United Methodist Foundation of Louisiana 
at the organization’s annual meeting, held 
during the anniversary celebration. 

Rev. Holloway is senior pastor at First 
United Methodist Church in Lafayette, 
where she has served since 2006. She has 
been a member of the Foundation board 
since 2006. 

Rev. Holloway succeeds Mark 
McMurry of Sulphur, who has served a 
two-year term as Chairman. McMurry will 
continue serving on the Executive 
Committee as Immediate Past President, 
as well as Rev. Joseph Awotwi, Newman 
UMC, Alexandria; Omer Davis, First 
UMC, Baton Rouge; Lee Hampton, St. 


Mark UMC, Opelousas; and Rev. Doug 
deGraffenried, St. Timothy on the North 
Shore UMC, Mandeville. 

New board members elected at the 
meeting were Frank Harrison, Asbury 
UMC, Lafayette; Mae Calvin Belton, First 
UMC, Baton Rouge; Bill Potter, First 
UMC, Baton Rouge, and Rev. Larry 
Stafford of First UMC, Monroe. Approved 
at the Louisiana Annual Conference in 
June, these members and Rev. Holloway 
have begun their two-year terms. 

Outgoing board members include 
Frank McArthur, Broadmoor UMC, Baton 
Rouge; Dick Boisture, Jennings UMC; 
and Rev. Don Avery, First UMC, 
Natchitoches. 


Conference responds to oil spill with supplies, counseling and programs 


The Louisiana Annual Conference is 
responding in several key ways to offer 
assistance to those who are impacted by 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. They 
are as follows: 

School supplies will be given to the 
students in all three affected areas 
(Plaquemines Parish, Grand Isle and 
Dulac). These supplies will be provided 
by UMCOR through the Sager Brown 
Depot in Baldwin. The Conference 
Districts will be invited to supplement 
the student supplies that UMCOR doesn’t 
have in the kits. Our goal is to have 
1,900 school kits delivered in the affect¬ 
ed areas for the start of the 2010-11 
school term. 

Six thousand “bags of hope” have 
been assembled and are being distributed 
to coastal community residents and to 
response workers. The materials include 
a New Testament (donated by the 
General Church United Methodist Men), 
an Upper Room Devotional (donated by 
the Upper Room), and a list of churches 
and pastors in Buras, Grand Isle, and 
Dulac. 

The conference is recruiting pastors to 
serve as Spiritual Directors at the site of 
the response workers’ encampment in 
Venice and to assist with spiritual and 
emotional care in the area. There is a 
need for pastoral assistants in the BP 


camps during meal times. The response 
workers eat in three shifts for each of the 
three meals. Our local pastors are offer¬ 
ing their counseling skills to workers 
who are experiencing fatigue, concern 
about loss of jobs (especially those who 
are professional fish harvesters), personal 
and family concerns, their own personal 
grief as they see what is happening to the 
natural environment, etc. 

Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, New 
Orleans District Superintendent, is work¬ 
ing with pastors in her district to travel to 
those areas on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
to offer spiritual and emotional care. As 
this response lengthens and fatigue for 
these pastors increases, our intention is to 
mobilize our other District pastors to go 
down on these days. We have secured 
Gretna UMC as a staging place for teams 
of four to six members. Pastors will be 
invited to assemble at Gretna, spend the 
night, drive down to Buras to offer serv¬ 
ices, and then, if desired, to spend a sec¬ 
ond night at Gretna before returning 
home. Rev. Dave Carlton with Trinity 
UMC in Buras has offered sleep accom¬ 
modations at the church for those who 
need them. Social workers, mental health 
workers, deacons, those trained in 
Stephen's Ministry, Spiritual Directors, 
and anyone professionally trained in 
counseling may be mobilized for this 


need. 

Spiritual and Emotional Care Training 
will be offered through the Louisiana 
Conference Disaster Recovery Ministry 
and UMCOR on July 19 at The Wesley 
Center, July 20 at Zachary UMC and on 
July 22 at Cornerstone UMC in New 
Orleans. The training events will be 
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m. Rev. 

Mary Hughes Gaudreau, L.P.C with 
UMCOR is one of the trainers. 

Please register for these events online 
at laumcstormrelief.com 

Every person will be credentialed 
through our Disaster Recovery Ministry 
program. It is recommended that ALL 
Louisiana Conference pastors and 
Spiritual Directors avail themselves to 
this training. Our Conference experi¬ 
ences disasters of all types throughout 
the state. Additional training in spiritual 
and emotional care and specialized train¬ 
ing in disaster counseling and grief work 
will not go unused and the time not wast¬ 
ed. 

UMCOR has given a special grant to 
the Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama- 
West Annual Conferences to help with 
the response effort. 

The Louisiana Disaster Recovery 
Ministry will be sponsoring teams to go 
down to Trinity UMC in Buras to finish 
the church’s Fellowship Hall so that their 


congregation can fully offer ministry to 
their community. We will be able to 
house our volunteer spiritual and emo¬ 
tional care teams at the Trinity and Grand 
Isle churches. 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission is 
recruiting teams from local churches, and 
throughout the connection, to provide 
VBS sessions and/or Youth Camps in the 
areas of Buras/Venice, Grand Isle, and 
Dulac. So far, volunteers from Christ 
UMC in Jackson, Mississippi, First UMC 
in Homer and First UMC in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas have volunteered to help at 
Trinity UMC in Buras. Trinity will be 
doing its own VBS the week of July 5- 
10. First UMC in Pineville, 
Ferriday/Vidalia UMC, First UMC in 
Benton, and First UMC in Fort Leonard 
Wood, MO will be working in Dulac at 
Clanton Chapel. Most of these are doing 
VBS and some are doing afternoon youth 
sports camps. We are still looking for 
teams for the week of July 12-16. 

Tabitha Mill has been hired as a 
Summer Youth Director for Plaquemines 
Parish. She will be working through 
Trinity UMC of Buras providing youth 
ministry opportunities for the children 
and youth of that parish. 

The conference will continue to keep 
the local churches aware of the needs and 
of the opportunities for response. 
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Lutcher Chapel UMC 



New Orleans artist Jamar Pierre and students participating in the Lutcher Elementary 
School Summer Program paint a mural that now hangs in the halls of the school. The 
mural project was sponsored by a grant written by Lutcher Chapel United Methodist 
Church. 


Louisiana represented at PAUMCS 

District secretaries attended the 2010 PAUMCS Conference held in Orlando this past 
April, along with Rhonda Whitley, assistant to the provost. Pictured are, back row, 
Lynette DeLaune, Baton Rouge District; Patti Burgess, Lake Charles; and Treschere 
Washington, New Orleans; and front row, Joyce Wilson, Shreveport; Barbara Wade, 
Monroe; Rhonda Whitley, conference office; and Judy Gross, Alexandria. Burgess and 
Washington were honored as newly certified UMC secretaries at the same conference. 
Persons also certified are Judy Gross and Rhonda Whitley. Barbara Wade will attend a 
week-long Certification Class this summer at Emory University in Atlanta. 


More than 40 children enrolled in sum¬ 
mer school programs from June 7-17 at 
Lutcher Elementary School had an oppor¬ 
tunity to work with renowned artist Jamar 
Pierre on an eight-foot long mural now 
hanging in the halls of the school. 

The New Orleans artist taught the stu¬ 
dents the elements of art design including 
shapes, colors, textures and toning while 
drawing and painting a mural. Pierre was 
also able to inject math, science and history 
into his lessons. 


The mural reflects the childrens’ 
impressions of the Mississippi River. The 
project was funded by a grant received 
from the Houma Terrebonne Regional Arts 
Council. The grant was written by Lutcher 
Chapel United Methodist Church, which is 
located just a few blocks from the school. 
The river was chosen as the focus of the 
mural because it plays an important role in 
the St. James community. 


First UMC - Bossier City 



First United Methodist Church of 
Bossier City celebrated its 100th anniver¬ 
sary on June 20. Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson was the keynote speaker for 
the worship services. A reunion barbecue 
was held on June 19 featuring presenta¬ 
tions from former pastors, long-time mem¬ 
bers, and Judge Parker Self, present mem¬ 
ber and great-grandson of former pastor 
Rev. Alvin Parker. The Centennial 
Committee published a history book and 
commemorated the church’s 100th birthday 
with a beautiful Centennial ornament. 

First UMC of Bossier officially began 
in 1910 under the pastoral leadership of 


Hugh Jamieson, a Centenary College stu¬ 
dent, only three years after the founding of 
the city of Bossier City in 1907. 

The Centennial Committee was led by 
Jackie Howard. Rev. David Dietzel and 
Rev. Ashley McGuire are the present pas¬ 
tors of First UMC-Bossier. Pictured during 
the celebration are Dr. Marcia Avery; Dr. 
Donald Avery, Shreveport District 
Superintendent; Lo Walker, mayor of 
Bossier City; State Representative Henry 
Bums; Mary Margaret Ray; Bishop 
Hutchinson, Rev. David Dietzel; Rev. 
Ashley McGuire; and Kay Hutchinson. 



Bayou Blue UMC - Houma 

Something snuggly gives warmth and comfort to a patient sitting in a cold room and 
undergoing dialysis or chemotherapy all day long. The Purple Angels Visitation Team of 
Bayou Blue UMC, Houma, made and delivered 22 lap blankets and quilts for patients at 
the Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center at Terrebonne General Medical Center and nine 
blankets to the FMC Dialysis Center in Houma. Patients and nurses were appreciative 
of these small gifts of love. The initiative is an on-going mission of Bayou Blue UMC. 
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Mt Zion UMC - New Orleans 


Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference made or pur¬ 
chased special crosses that were collected 
during the 2010 La. Annual Conference, 
blessed and sent to The Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. to be used as part of the 
center’s decor. Holding the cross made by 


Mount Zion UMC in New Orleans are 
Kristine Wilson, young adult representative 
to the Conference Board of Laity; Kelly 
Walton; Treschere Washington, member of 
Mt. Zion UMC and secretary for the New 
Orleans District Office; and Rev. Lawrence 
Gaines, pastor of Mount Zion UMC. 


Campus ministers attend conference 



Campus ministers from Louisiana 
attended a summer conference at Wesley 
Theological Seminary in Washington D.C. 
June 21-26. The conference focused on 
social justice and participants engaged in 
leadership development, spiritual forma¬ 
tion and mission development. During the 
conference, Rev. Connie Breaux ended her 
term as South Central Regional 
Representative, and became a General 


Representative for the People Of Color 
Caucus. Rev. John Higginbotham serves 
as an alternate representative to the South 
Central Jurisdiction. Attending this confer¬ 
ence were Revs. Connie Breaux, 
Grambling State Wesley Foundation; Max 
Zehner, Tulane Wesley Foundation; and 
John Higginbotham, Northwestern Wesley 
Foundation. 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 



Animal Crackers, a six-week family mission project sponsored by Noel United 
Methodist Church, concluded on May 23 with a party in the church Fellowship Hall. 
Games were played, food was enjoyed, and the group celebrated the fact that more 
than $340 was raised for the Heifer Project. 

Bishop speaks at retirees event 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson addresses the crowd at the Retired Ministers Luncheon 
held at Noel Memorial United Methodist Church. The luncheon was part of the events 
surrounding the 2010 Louisiana Annual Conference held at Centenary College. 

Mt. Sequoyah events slated 


OCTOBER 18-22, LEAVES OF GOLD 
This retreat features Bishop Richard Wilke 
as worship leader. Workshops include 
Spiritual Journaling, English Paper Piecing, 
Nutrition and a Military workshop. There 
will be a tour of the AR Air Museum, lots 
of music, sharing on UMCOR Missions 
and lots more! 

Single Occupancy Room and Meals, $348 
per person; Double Occupancy and Meals, 
$258 per person; Spouse Program and Meals, 
$233 per person; and Commuters (lunch 
Tuesday and Wednesday), $107 per person 
plus a $10 processing fee. Registration 
Deadline is Oct. 10. Come and join the fun at 
Leaves of Gold! 

OCTOBER 25-28, AUTUMN TIME 
Workshops include Centering Prayer, 
Spiritual Journaling, Exercise, Nutrition 


Workshop, Military Workshop and a tour 
of the AR Air Museum. There will be a 
UMCOR Mission update about all that is 
being done to help all those who experi¬ 
enced disaster around the world this year. 
Program and Lodging registration: Single 
Occupancy Room and Meals, $348 per 
person; Double Occupancy and Meals, 
$258 per person; Spouse Program and 
Meals, $233 per person; and Commuters 
(lunch Tuesday and Wednesday), $107 per 
person plus a $10 processing 
fee. Registration Deadline is Oct. 15. 
Come and join the fun at Autumn Time! 

For more information, contact Mount 
Sequoyah Retreat and Conference Center, 
150 NW Skyline Drive, Fayetteville, 
Arkansas 72701; 800-760-8126 or 
www.mountsequoyah. org 































6 


Louisiana 


JULY 9, 2010 


Address, from page 2 
sick souls. There is a source of oxygen 
available for the dead zones, health around 
the necrotic tissues, restoration for oily 
waters, and rescue for the wounded war¬ 
riors exhausted from fighting the good 
fight. 

Pentecost Sunday was celebrated just 
two weeks ago in our churches. We read 
how a hopeful group of people waited 
expectantly in the promise that new power 
would come although we have no indica¬ 
tion that they knew in what form. Some in 
that upper room in Jerusalem, no doubt, 
believed that the power would come in the 
return of Jesus, the Jewish Messiah; some 
might have believed that the power would 
come in a great army of men or angels; and 
some might have waited in simple trust and 
faith accepting what would happen. But, I 
suspect no one there would have dreamed 
in his or her wildest imagination that the 
power would come as it did. 

Who could have guessed that Jesus 
would appear as the Divine Inspiration; lit¬ 
erally as the Breath of God since we know 
that the word, “inspiration,” in ancient 
Greek meant, “God’s exhaling” or the 
“products of God’s breath.” 

In other words, just as God spoke the 
earth into birth, so he spoke the church into 
creation with the gust of wind as the 
announcement and the divided tongues of 
fire—so prominent on our cross— as the 
proclamation that called the disciples into 
action. 

We already know that Methodism came 
into being because of a warmed heart, but 
much more importantly; our church rides 
on God’s fiery breath. God’s power was 
unleashed upon the world at Pentecost in 
wind and fire; two elements that we know 
are often beyond our control. Therefore, 
we should be very careful when we pray 
for the Holy Spirit to come into our lives. 
(Maybe that’s why so many are reluctant 
do so.) “Pentecost is our reminder,” accord¬ 
ing to Pastor Nancy Nedwell, “that there is 
another side to God’s Spirit—one that can 
set us on fire, transform our lives, and turn 
the world upside down. It is not pre¬ 
dictable. It is very risky...” (The Tower, 
Vol. 8, issue 10). 

John Wesley knew first hand how dan¬ 
gerous it could be to put oneself in the 
hands of the Holy Spirit. On October 20, 
1743, he described one of 60 such incidents 
in his life when he faced a mob. 

To attempt speaking was vain,” he 
wrote, “ for the noise on every side was 
like the roaring of the sea. So they dragged 
me along till we came to the town, where 
seeing the door of a large house open, I 
attempted to go in; but a man catching me 
by the hair, pulled me back into the middle 
of the mob. I continued speaking all the 
time to those within hearing, feeling no 
pain or weariness. At the west end of town, 
seeing a door half open, I made toward it, 
and would have gone in, but a gentleman 
in the shop would not suffer me, saying 
they would pull the house down to the 
ground. However, I stood at the door and 
asked, ‘are you willing to hear me speak?’ 
Many cried out. ‘No, no, knock his brains 
out, down with him, kill him at once.’ 
Others said, ‘nay, but we will hear him 
first.’ (Ibid.) 

Because Wesley took those risks, his 


ministry spread like wildfire across Britain 
and onto our frontier. Dry bones took on 
flesh, dead zones were oxygenated, wars 
were eliminated as he and his followers 
rode the fiery wind to offer Christ to a hurt¬ 
ing world. And in that offering, the dying 
were comforted, the poor were raised up, 
and many institutions were built to educate 
and heal. 

It is my earnest and heart-felt prayer that 
the Laity of this Conference, in partnership 
with the clergy of this Conference, rise up 
to accept the challenge of our legacy as 
United Methodists to ride the whirlwind 
bestowed upon us at Pentecost. I urge each 
of us to ask God to show us where he 
wants us to go and what he wants us to do 
in his name and then do it. Just do it!! 

Our primary goal as the Conference 
Board of Laity, intentional and expressed, 
is the raising up of spiritual leaders for the 
purpose of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world. And 
while we are prayerful that a byproduct of 
our work is a better church, we are clear 
that our main focus is our mission, 

As part of that mission to raise up spiri¬ 
tual leaders for the transformation of the 


world, we honor today our first Certified 
Lay Minister to complete the training pro¬ 
gram offered by Mr. Tim Hebert and the 
Rev. John Edd Harper begun last year. Mr. 
Rickey Watson, Lake Charles District Lay 
Leader and newly minted supply pastor 
(see the connection?) was recognized in the 
Laity Session and in the Conference Board 
of Ordained Ministry session. (Rickey, 
please stand.) We have four more certified 
lay ministers currently in training and plan 
to start a new class in October. 

The 1000 Club, under the direction of 
Mr. Walter Weiss, granted over $32,000 to 
The Well, a new church start pastured by 
the Rev. Jack O’Dell, with plans to raise 
more this year. This mirrored so many 
other efforts of the laity and clergy, espe¬ 
cially VIM director, the Rev. Larry 
Norman, to start churches all over the 
globe. Mr. James Gillespie represented 
these called out individuals at the Laity 
Session because of his work with the 
church in Russia. 

At home, we trained men and women to 
offer Christ in our Lay Speaking Schools 
with all of the Districts participating in 
both the basic and advanced courses under 
the able leadership of Mr. Tim Hebert. 

We put our trust in the future with 18 
Daughenbaugh-Matheny Scholarships 
worth $1500 each given to Centenary and 
Dillard students. Mrs. Carolyn Dove, chair 
of the fund, moved aggressively to enlarge 
our endowment and is in the process of 
assembling a major publicity plan that will 
be unveiled in the Fall. 

Mr. Andrew Blackwood and Ms. 
Kristine Wilson, two of our newest mem¬ 


bers of the Board and by far, the youngest, 
worked as diligently as any other board 
members despite busy schedules. It was 
they who led the youth in making most of 
the 500 streamers that we used in our 
Board of Laity global worship service, with 
the aid of Mrs. Eloise Cox, Mrs. Glennell 
Cottrill, and Mrs. Carolyn Dove. WAVE 
THOSE STREAMERS. Mr. Pete Aguila, 
another new member of our board gave the 
devotion in Spanish and English. In his 
other role, he and Mr. Buzzy Anding 
revised our bylaws for more nimble serv¬ 
ice. 

And in that session, we were moved by 
the portrayal of the Sudanese woman by 
UMW president, Mrs. Edna Hickman, and 
the compassion that such identification 
evokes in Methodist women everywhere. 
We thank God for all the women in mis¬ 
sion in our Conference and yesterday, lifted 
up the work of another United Methodist 
woman, Dr. Nancy Carruth, who led the 
task force for the General Church that 
planned and built Africa University in 
Zimbabwe. 

We are moved as well by the United 
Methodist Men’s initiative in charted new 


courses under the leadership of Conference 
president Mr. Gard Wayt. Mr. Ron Sarver 
is one of three new ministry specialists for 
the Conference and Mr. Nelson Lemieux is 
coordinating a pilot program to mentor 
boys and girls with incarcerated parents. 
The Rev. Joe Hoover will serve as chaplain 
for the next National Scouting Event in 
Washington, DC. 

But perhaps the biggest movers of all on 
the Board of Laity are our District Lay 
Leaders who make sure that all of our 
Conference programs are carried out in the 
Districts with the fund-raisers and other 
gatherings. We have an unusually active 
group who show God’s inspiration in all 
that they do. Three of them are new this 
year. Mr. Rickey Watson, who you have 
already met; Mrs. Lueburda Myers and Dr. 
Ethel Haughton who are replacing Senator 
Robert Adley in the Shreveport District. 
Remaining District Lay Leaders are Mrs. 
Eloise Cox, Mr. Gary Green, Dr. Keith 
Kreutziger, Mr. Scott Sutton, and Mr. Grant 
Schroeck. 

They, with the help of the Rev. Roger 
Lathan, Dr. Don Cottrill, Mrs. Betty 
Blackman, and Mr. John Evans, and board 
officers Mrs. Marveme Terrell, Mrs. Joyce 
Robinson, and Mrs. Glennell Cottrill drive 
the programs and invigorate the spirit of 
our team. It is an honor to represent them 
this morning. PLEASE STAND. 

I would like to close with a personal 
story. I started this address describing the 
dead zones in the Gulf as a result of the 
ever expanding oil spill and other pollu¬ 
tants that defile our land. For those of us 
from New Orleans and other coastal areas, 


the oil spill has a familiar feel. The same 
experience of waiting powerlessly as the 
looming, uncertainty fiiels our fears and 
anxiety permeates the atmosphere just as it 
did with Katrina, Rita and the flooding five 
years ago. 

My most vivid memory of that time is 
not the people standing on rooftops, nor the 
crowded Superdome, or even the thousands 
of destroyed homes and cars since that is 
what we all saw constantly in the media 
before our return to our home one month 
after the Storm. My most vivid memory 
came, instead, with a tour of the eastern 
part of the City as Keith and I went out to 
check on the Methodist churches and the 
homes of our friends who were not able to 
return as soon as we were. As we entered 
the neighborhood of Dr. Anita Crump, our 
former Conference Lay Leader, we saw 
beautifully manicured grounds, rows of 
large trees, and carefully sculptured bush¬ 
es. . ..just as they were before the 
hurricane. The only difference was that 
every leaf, every blade of grass, every bush 
was the same shade of brown. Row after 
row of never ending rust colored foliage 
had replaced the verdant green canopy that 
once signified the vitality and life of our 
lush, semi-tropical locale. 

The brown color mirrored my emotional 
state as we moved through each day in the 
aftermath of the hurricanes, sustained only 
by the hope that things were getting better. 

I didn’t think much about what was lost in 
material possessions or in the friendships of 
those who had moved away because it was 
too painful. I simply lived each hour, day 
by day, in the sort of suspended animation 
that those going though any kind of emo¬ 
tional dead zone know too well. 

And then, one day in April, I felt this 
tremendous weight lifting from my soul. 

For the first time in months, my energy 
returned and with it, my usual extroverted 
joy. As I told one of my friends about this 
unexplained euphoria she looked at me in 
disbelief and said the obvious. “Of course, 
you feel better, Sarah, it’s spring!” 
Everywhere we looked, plants were burst¬ 
ing into bloom. Flowers, especially sun¬ 
flowers, were springing up in unexpected 
places, their seeds carried by the same 
winds that had sown destruction a few 
months before. New sprouts were coming 
up from the roots of fallen trees, and green 
lawns were replacing the brown ones. Even 
the water was pure again much to the sur¬ 
prise of the scientists who had predicted 
continued months of toxic infiltration. 
Nature was reviving itself just as it has 
done for thousands of years of seedtime 
and harvest. 

Our Center was intact. God was breath¬ 
ing new life into his Creation. He was 
renewing the land and erasing the darkness 
just as he does whenever he enters any 
dead zone, no matter what kind. The same 
God who lit the tongues of fire in 
Jerusalem for the purpose of proclaiming 
the Good News of the Risen Christ to all 
peoples and ignited a smoldering flame in 
the hearts of the Wesley brothers that gave 
them the world as their parish is with us 
still. All we have to do is put our trust in 
him, call upon the Holy Spirit and wait for 
the wind and the fire that follow. And 
when we do this, we become a whole peo¬ 
ple in a whole world. 
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Members of Horseshoe Drive United Methodist Church in Alexandria are pictured plant¬ 
ing a community garden on church property. The project has been embraced by every 
age group in the church. Some of the bounty of the garden is pictured at right. 



Horseshoe Drive UMC builds 


garden that benefits the community 


REV. TRACY L. MACKENZIE 
HORSESHOE DRIVE UMC, PASTOR 

What if Horseshoe Drive United 
Methodist Church had a community gar¬ 
den...a garden of fresh fruits and vegetables 
to be used in our kitchen, in our congrega¬ 
tion, and in our community? 

Throughout the year, especially since 
the Re-Think Evangelism Conference, 
Horseshoe Drive UMC in the Alexandria 
District has responded to a series of “What 
if...?” questions. One such question was 
asked in February of this year. 

As pastor of the church, I had been 
approached in the summer of 2009 with the 
idea that the “youth wanted to plant a veg¬ 
etable garden...” Knowing that youth are 
busy and are not always able to follow 
through with such an ambitious, time-con¬ 
suming endeavor, I pretty quickly dis¬ 
missed the idea. Then, throughout the fall 
and winter, different church members came 
by with different offerings from their gar¬ 
dens: lettuce, squash, zucchini, tomatoes, 
grapefruit, and lemons. Being the quintes¬ 
sential “city girl,” these fresh from the gar¬ 
den offerings opened up a whole new 
world for me. 

And, then, there was an epiphany, 

“What if Horseshoe Drive UMC had a 
community garden?” Our church property 


is certainly generous enough to host a gar¬ 
den. We, apparently, had the 
gardeners.. .men and women who, unlike 
their pastor, knew the “hows” and the 
“ways” of planting the garden.. .so, what 
was stopping us? 

An invitation was placed in the church 
bulletin asking the above question. Those 
interested were encouraged to bring a sack 
lunch for a discussion on the matter the fol¬ 
lowing week. Honestly, I did not know 
what to expect.. .1 really thought that show¬ 
ing up at the meeting might be I and one 
other church member. Boy, was I wrong! 
There were 16 people at the meeting, with 
five additional people committed to the 
idea of initiating a Community Garden. 

What happened next was one of the 
most energizing, exciting church meetings 
that I have ever been a part of, with a free 
flow of ideas and concerns met head on in 
a positive and easy manner. 

In a little over an hour, there was a plan 
for the garden with the following mission: 

To provide the congregation and com¬ 
munity with a positive witness of steward¬ 
ship of God’s creation. 

To provide the congregation and com¬ 
munity with fresh produce, fruits, flowers 
and vegetables for their personal consump¬ 
tion and health. 


To teach the next generations about 
stewardship of creation and a lifestyle of 
healthy eating. 

To model a cooperative intergenera- 
tional ministry in the life of the church. 

To be a living metaphor of what it 
means for ministry to be alive and growing. 

Once approval for the land use was 
granted by the Board of Trustees, work 
began to prepare the land and set up an irri¬ 
gation system. A planting date was set con¬ 
current with the activities of our Capital 
Fund Campaign themed “Growing to 
Serve: Congregation, Community and 
Christ.” The initial planting included 
tomato plants, squash, zucchini, bell pep¬ 
pers, eggplant, kushaw, pole beans, purple 
hull peas, and a variety of peppers. 

On April 25, the Community Garden 
was dedicated in our morning worship 
service. The garden has provided amazing 
experiences for the congregation. One 
member who has been less involved in the 
church, now tends to the garden on a week¬ 
ly basis . . .and is much more regular in his 
attendance in worship. I recently received a 
text from one woman who was “having a 
snack and pulling weeds in the garden with 
my grandchildren... teaching about God’s 
creation and community service.. .love it.” 
Even the young people are enjoying the 


project, like two upper elementary boys 
who are in our summer program. They take 
great pride in picking produce, daily. 

Now it is harvest time. Members of the 
congregation come daily to pick the pro¬ 
duce which is made available in the church 
kitchen during the week and in the foyer of 
the sanctuary on Sunday mornings. 
Overflow produce is sent out weekly to the 
Manna House to be used in the daily meal 
that they prepare for the Alexandria com¬ 
munity. 

What’s next? The remaining part of the 
land will be used for a fall garden. This 
will include a pumpkin patch that our chil¬ 
dren will plant in mid-July during VBS. 

The VBS material that we are using this 
year is called “Renew: Grow in Faith, 

Have Fun and Change the World.” The 
youth and adults will also be including 
material linking scripture and environmen¬ 
tal stewardship. 

What began as a simple question, “What 
if... (church were a verb)?” has morphed 
into an intentional, intergenerational invest¬ 
ment in becoming a more “green church.” 
Did I mention that we are composting 
materials for the garden? 


InfoServ now offers online ‘live chat’ feature 


to customers 


InfoServ, the official information service 
of The United Methodist Church, now 
offers an online “Five Chat” feature that 
allows customers to communicate directly 
with representatives. Faunched June 1, 
2010, “Chat with InfoServ” encourages 
real time conversations between members, 
church pastors, agency staff and others 
with questions about The United Methodist 
Church. 

InfoServ is a ministry of United 
Methodist Communications. Started in 
1974 as a “reference desk” for those who 


have questions about United Methodist 
beliefs, worship practices, positions on 
social issues, local church questions and 
more, InfoServ averages about 1,700 
inquiries a month. 

In August 2009, the agency announced 
that InfoServ would discontinue phone sup¬ 
port and transition to only e-mail and 
online service to provide better stewardship 
of resources, while continuing to offer high 
quality service. Over the past several years, 
at least 60% of contacts with InfoServ have 
come via e-mail. Comparisons of satisfac¬ 


tion levels, as shown in customer surveys, 
indicated that e-mail provides an effective 
means for assisting consumers. Additional 
information and “frequently asked ques¬ 
tions” were also added to the website 
to provide a self-service option that cus¬ 
tomers can access anytime. 

This “Five Chat” feature restores an 
immediate person-to-person connection 
with those who depend on InfoServ for 
answers to their questions about The 
United Methodist Church,” said the Rev. 
Farry Hollon, chief executive of United 


Methodist Communications. “Not only is it 
customer-friendly, it is budget-friendly as 
we continue to provide answers quickly, 
accurately and economically.” 

Customers are able to submit questions 
via e-mail at 

infoserv@umcom.org. Answers to the most 
frequently asked questions are also avail¬ 
able online at infoserv.umc.org. 
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Young people’s ministries 
to add part-time staff in 
South Central Jurisdiction 

Abby Parker, a divinity school graduate 
with more than a decade of experience 
working with young people in local church 
and campus ministry settings, will work in 
the South Central Jurisdiction as a part- 
time regional staff member of the Youth 
People’s Ministries, a division of the 
General Board of Discipleship of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Parker will help local churches in the 
jurisdiction gain more immediate access to 
support and resources in her position with 
the Young People’s Ministries. In addition, 
she will also serve as the Austin District’s 
Minister of Connectional Outreach where 
she will work with a new church start 
called Servant Church and with Parker 
Lane United Methodist Church. 

“Abby brings a great deal of experience 
and some already established connections 
to this new position,” says Hank Hilliard, 
Director of Young People’s Ministries 
Development for YPM. “Abby possesses 
a great deal of initiative, a passion for serv¬ 
ing young people and a contagious joy for 
seeing the church embrace youth and 
young adults. I am confident she will do 
well working in collaboration with other 
leaders of the South Central Jurisdiction to 
grow in their effectiveness in ministry to 
all young people.” 

Parker, who holds a master of divinity 
degree from Candler School of Theology at 
Emory University in Atlanta, will join the 
YPM’s part-time regional staff on July 1. 

As part of Young People’s Ministries’ 
staffing plan, part-time employees in each 
jurisdiction and central conference region 
will provide greater responsiveness to 
needs of youth and young adult ministry in 
United Methodist churches. The plan is 
scheduled to be completed by January 
2011. 

GBOD’s mission is to support annual 
conference and local church leaders for 
their task of equipping world-changing dis¬ 
ciples. An agency of The United Methodist 
Church, GBOD is located at 1908 Grand 
Ave. in Nashville, Tenn. Visit 
www.gbod.org for more information or 
call the Communications Office at (877) 
899-2780, Ext. 1726. 


Director of 
Christian Education 

St. Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge 
seeks a Director of Christian 
Education to create and coordinate 
Christian education programs and 
activities for children, youth, and 
adults. The successful candidate will 
have experience in children or youth 
ministry in the United Methodist tra¬ 
dition, and experience in volunteer 
recruitment and training. This is a 
part-time position, approximately 25- 
30 hours per week. Salary is $26K 
per year. Please send your resume 
with references to info@standrew- 
sumc.net. Contact Linda Harper at 
(225) 752-2903 for more information. 
Deadline to apply is June 31, 2010. 



Gift Annuity Rates 
Are Going Up! 



(Gift Annuities = Fixed Payments At High Effective Rates) 

With a gift annuity, you receive fixed income for life, possibly tax-free, 
and a charitable income tax deduction. And effective July 1, the 
new rate schedule allows even higher rates depending on your age. 

Find out how a gift annuity can benefit you! 
Call us or visit our website. 


Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.5% 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.4% 

80 

7.2% 

85 

8.1% 

90+ 

9.5% 







A DYNAMIC GATHERING TO ENERGIZE AND EQUIP YOU FOR EFFECTIVE MISSION 


SATURDAY - DECEMBER 4, 2010 

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 o.m. 

The Alexandria Riverfront Center 


Four Creative Workshops 





❖Preaching - 3im Walker is co¬ 
pastor of Hot Metal Bridge Faith 
Community - a United Methodist 
congregation in Pittsburgh. 


❖ Media - Len Wilson and Jason Moore of Midnight Oil Productions 
utilize culture art and technology to connect people with God. 


To engage the new, postmodern world with the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God is to deal with many obstacles. We must navigate 
pluralism, distrust, superficiality, and negative labels. We must also 
operate in a world where people are becoming more and more 
disconnected and alienated from one another. 

In the face of these obstacles, many followers of Christ either quit 
or continue living with a dated and ineffective approach. The way 
we currently practice church simply does not work. The good news 
is that the Kingdom of God is near. For many of us, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to explore new wineskins. 


❖ Music - Mark Sorensen and Derek Joyce, Faithlink worship 
leaders at First UMC Shreveport 

❖ liturgical Arts and Drama - Rev. Beverly Connelly, St. 

Paul UMC Shreveport-pastor dancer, drama facilitator. 

REGISTRATION: Lunch is included in registration fee 

Before September 15: $20.00 - After September 15: $30.00 


You may register online: www.rethinkworship.org 
















































For the latest 
information regarding dis¬ 
aster response efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Response Center 
at (225) 346-5193 



Lakeview UMC / 4 



Lake Providence / 4 



Downsville UMC / 4 
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Harper serving as new conference Director of Youth Ministries 


Jodie Harper is now 
serving as the new 
Director of Youth 
Ministries for the 
Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

Harper replaces 
Rev. Tom Dolph who 
served in the position 
for eight years. 

Jodie Harper 


Rev. Dolph is now serving as senior 
pastor for Elizabeth Sullivan Memorial 
United Methodist Church in Bogalusa. 

Harper has over 15 years of youth min¬ 
istry experience. She has served in a volun¬ 
teer capacity at numerous United 
Methodist churches, and as Youth 
Ministries Assistant at Broadmoor UMC in 
Baton Rouge and St. Luke’s UMC in 
Houston, Texas. She is a retired emergency 


room nurse. Jodie is married to Rev. John 
Edd Harper, and has two children, 
Jonathan, 19, and Jenee, 15. 

“I am excited to be serving as the 
Louisiana Conference Director of Youth 
Ministries, and am looking forward to 
working with all of the youth and adults in 
our conference as we grow in our relation¬ 
ship with Jesus Christ to be all we can be 
for Him,” said Harper. 



Coastal Crisis 



Like many coastal towns, Dulac, La. is facing the economic and social impact of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico brought on by 
the Deepwater Horizon accident in April. Cleanup workers are shown laying protective boom in an effort to keep oil from the 
accident from entering Caminada Bay in Grand Isle, La. A UMNS photo by Mike DuBose. 

United Methodist church anchors Dulac community 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

DULAC, La. (UMNS)—Modest 
wooden houses and mobile homes on pil¬ 
ings tower over bright green lawns on 
both sides of Highway 57. 

Pickup trucks sit in the shade under 
the houses and shrimp boats gently rock 
on the bayou that snakes along one side 
of the two-lane blacktop. 

In this small fishing town, Clanton 
Chapel United Methodist Church has 
been an anchor through many storms. 

But the latest disaster—the Deep Horizon 
oil rig explosion—may be the greatest 


threat to the faithful people who have 
lived in and loved this coastal region for 
hundreds of years. 

Clanton Chapel, established in the 
1880s, is the only Native American 
United Methodist congregation in 
Louisiana. Members of the United 
Houma Nation have fought back from 
crippling hurricanes, racism and poverty 
since the explorer Robert La Salle dis¬ 
covered them in 1682. 

Just down the road from the church, 
Destry Verdin, a life-long United 
Methodist and a tribe member, is on his 
front porch swing with his wife and 


brother. An electric fan stirs the hot air 
and a small television punctuates the 
morning with screaming contestants on 
“The Price is Right.” 

The explosion and massive oil spill 
happened just as the 2010 shrimp season 
was getting started. Verdin and many of 
his neighbors depend on shrimping in the 
spring and summer for their annual 
income. 

For the last several years, Gulf Coast 
shrimpers have faced tough competition 
from foreign imports, bringing the price 

See Dulac, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Guns in Church 


Kay and I have just returned from the 
North American Christian Ashram that was 
held at Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. I 
was honored with an invitation to be one of 
the evangelists for this spiritual retreat in 
which I preached twice. Brother E. Stanley 
Jones, one of the greatest preachers, teach¬ 
ers and evangelists of the Wesleyan move¬ 
ment, founded the Christian Ashram many 
years ago as a way for Christians to draw 
apart from the travail and testing of the 
world and gain spiritual strength for their 
daily living as disciples of Christ. At the 
Ashram just completed there were some two 
hundred plus persons who gathered on the 
peace-filled grounds of “the Lake” for four 
days of teaching, praying, quiet time, 
preaching, and worship. It was a beautiful 
experience and one I will always cherish. 

While at the Ashram I had an email from 
a fellow pastor wondering if I was going to 
comment on the new “Guns in Church” law 
that was passed recently by the Louisiana 
State Legislature. I hadn’t thought about 
commenting on this interesting mixing of 
church and state, believing that the church¬ 
goers of Louisiana (especially United 
Methodists schooled in the Wesleyan theol¬ 
ogy of grace and freedom from fear!) surely 
do not feel it necessary to take guns to 
church in order to be safe. But then perhaps 
I am wrong in my belief. Maybe some are 
afraid enough that they would feel better if 
a gun was tucked in the back of the pulpit 
along with old bulletins, lost sunglasses, 
matches for the acolytes, etc. Or maybe 
some of the ladies could get a leg holster 
that would secure a nice dainty pearl-han¬ 
dled pistol underneath their clothing, just 
for a feeling of acquaintance with the old 
West. I assume the men would want to use 
the pegs in the narthex to hang up their guns 
as they did in the old westerns I watched as 
a kid, because any true believing gentleman 
would know to disarm himself of guns and 
put on the full armor of God when he went 
into the house of the Lord. But then those 
are old images in my mind and we are in 
modern-day America where we are expected 
and prodded to live in fear and not in trust. 
Franklin D. Roosevelt might be forced 
today to modify his now famous statement, 
“The only thing we have to fear is fear itself 
- nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror 
which paralyzes needed efforts to convert 
retreat into advance.” Do you think the citi¬ 
zenry of 2010 prefers the philosophy of 
“The only thing we have to fear is trust”? 

I must admit that I have not studied this 
legislation. It has seemed so unnecessary 
and reactionary to me that I have just dis¬ 
missed it as irrational monkeyshines that 
wants to say to the public, “we are trying to 
insure and assure your safety.” Frankly, I 
would be more afraid of a gun-wielding 
preacher, or pistol-packing-pew-perching- 
mama, or an untrained and jumpy church 
lay leader, than I would be of a terrorist 
who has come to the church with the intent 
of harming someone. Stray bullets are just 
as lethal for the untargeted as they are for 
the targeted! 


Besides the atmos¬ 
phere of a citadel for 
worship, the other 
objections I have are 
purely theological. 
Haven’t we been 
taught to believe that 
“perfect love casts out 
fear”? Hasn’t the one 
who told Peter in the 
garden to put up his 
sword because those 
who live by the sword will also die by the 
sword saved us? Hasn’t the One who creat¬ 
ed us, and told us that we can live life and 
live it abundantly given us life and liberty 
and the pursuit of happiness? (That didn’t 
come from a paper written by humans! Not 
really!) And don’t we believe that abun¬ 
dance of life in Christ is not dependent on 
our security from those who threaten to kill 
us? Isn’t that the message Jesus gave when 
he willingly gave himself to crucifixion 
rather than call down the legions of angels 
to protect and secure his life? 

I understand the guns are to be allowed 
in the houses of worship ONLY when the 
pastor has given permission for it to happen. 
I can assure you I would never give such 
permission as a pastor, as a bishop, or as a 
simple child of God. Just as I refuse to hide 
the sterling silver every time I leave home 
for fear a thief might break in and steal it, 
so I refuse to go to the church of my choice 
with a gun strapped to my hip, or in my 
coat pocket, or brandished in the form of a 
deer rifle! If I’m gunned down in church, 
then maybe that’s the most blessed place I 
could be when I go to meet my maker. Oh, 

I won’t like it! I wouldn’t want to exit life 
that way! But, I’m not going to go to wor¬ 
ship with all my false protection out of fear 
of some imagined enemy that never shows 
up! 

As I said originally, I hadn’t thought I 
would comment on this whole subject 
because I didn’t think it would be worth the 
paper it is printed on. It seems such a waste 
of your time as disciples and believers to 
write these elementary thoughts to you. I 
simply refuse to live in fear! If I am afraid, 
the church is the place where I will go to 
gain strength, assurance, peace, comfort of 
spirit, and freedom from fear. And I don’t 
need anyone’s guns to make that worshipful 
space “secure” for me. I’ll trust in God to 
do that. As another pastor friend reminded 
me, “Some trust in chariots and some trust 
in horses, but we trust in the name of the 
Lord our God.” (Psalm 20:7) 

In Christ’s love, 

Bill Hutchinson 

fell 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Wesley Foundation receives national award 


The Wesley 
Foundation at 
Grambling State 
University received the 
Campus Ministry of 
the Year Award on June 
25 from the National 
Campus Ministry 
Association in 
Washington, D.C. 

The Grambling 
Wesley Foundation was 
also the recipient of the Grambling 
University award for Outstanding 
Community Service, recognized as the 
campus group which gave the most com¬ 
munity service hours for 2009-2010. 

Rev. Connie F. Breaux, director for 
Grambling’s Wesley Foundation and exec¬ 
utive director of Grambling’s United 
Campus Ministry, accepted the award on 
behalf of the student leaders and communi¬ 
ty of Grambling State University. 

The community hours served were a 
combined effort by the Wesley Foundation 


and Grambling’s United Campus Ministry. 
An average of 56 hours per student partici¬ 
pant were completed during the fall and 
spring semesters. Outreach efforts included 
a mentoring project at Swanson Youth 
Correctional Center in Monroe; serving 
100 children of prisoners through Angel 
Tree; providing Christmas gifts, toys and 
books for the Children of the Storm in 
New Orleans, Amite, Hammond, Baton 
Rouge and Grambling; leading a “Jeans for 
Haiti Project” and collecting over 300 pairs 
of blue jeans; and offering worship each 
month with children residing at the 
Methodist Children’s Home in Ruston. 

In accepting the award, Rev. Breaux 
thanked many groups for their support in 
the campus ministry, including Trinity and 
Grace United Methodist Churches in 
Ruston. 

National Campus Ministry Association 
is a professional organization for campus 
ministers whose mission is to empower 
collegiates. 



Rev. Connie 
Breaux 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Clyde W. Averett 

3/9/10 

Evelyn W. August 

3/23/10 

Teresa A. B. Calvin 

5/4/10 

Rev. Minns S. Robertson 

5/12/10 

Helen C. Koelemay 

6/17/10 

Rev.Wilson Brent 

6/8/10 

Janell McCammon 

6/3/10 

Rev. Daniel W. Tohline 

6/13/10 
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The McMains Center, the first Spiritual Formation Center in the Louisiana Conference associated with a local congregation, is operating on the campus of First United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge. Cherri Johnson and Linda Beasely, top, serve as director and assistant director, respectively, for the center. 

McMains Center offers spiritual formation services to conference churches 


The McMains Center, the first Spiritual 
Formation Center in the Louisiana 
Conference associated with a local congre¬ 
gation, is operating on the campus of First 
United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. 

One of three Spiritual Formation 
Centers within The United Methodist 
Church in America, the ministry offers a 
variety of opportunities for spiritual growth 
and development to conference churches 
and members. 

Though the center has been offering 
programs, classes, retreats and small group 
work since September of 2009, it was for¬ 
mally dedicated on May 16, 2010. 

The center is housed in an historic 
building built in the mid-1800’s. A dona¬ 
tion by the McMains family enabled First 
UMC to acquire the property on which it 

Children’s Home 

Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services, Inc., also known as 
Louisiana Methodist Children’s Home, has 
hired Gary Strebeck to serve as Executive 
Director of Public Relations, Development 
and Marketing. 

Gary brings with him nearly 16 years of 
experience in the field, having worked for 
Louisiana Tech University and Capital 
Area United Way. He holds a B.S. in 
Marketing from Louisiana Tech University 


stands. The facility was renovated, and 
holds rooms for classes, a chapel and a 
library filled with a variety of books and 
curricula. 

“What began as a dilapidated building 
has now been transformed into a real gem! 

In a way, this parallels what the Ministry of 
Spiritual Formation is all about— forma¬ 
tion and transformation of our lives and 
being,” said Cherri Johnson, director for 
the center. 

Information on a variety of spiritual 
development areas include men’s and 
women’s retreats, pilgrimages, small group 
and individual spiritual direction, interces¬ 
sory prayer ministry, contemplative prayer, 
spiritual discernment classes, and spiritual 
practice in the Wesleyan tradition. 

The ministry also offers Blueprints from 

hires Director of 

and a law degree, Juris Doctor, from 
Louisiana State University. 

Prior to joining Louisiana Methodist 
Children’s Home, Gary held a management 
role at Louisiana Tech in the Division of 
University Advancement. In this position, 
Gary played a key role in the areas of 
planned giving, scholarships and other 
endowments, the Annual Fund, and also 
provided legal counsel. 

“I am excited to join the work and min- 


God, a course used to strengthen Christian 
families, and The Balanced Christian Man , 
a course designed especially for men. It 
also offers a men’s speaker series, Sunday 
morning classes, and spiritual formation in 
the arts, including pottery, painting, stained 
glass, Ikebana flower arranging and pho¬ 
tography. 

The center has become a resource for 
other churches in the Louisiana Conference 
by offering Christian formation seminars, 
national speakers, leadership training and 
retreats. “We also offer a Spiritual 
Direction Supervision Peer Group for spiri¬ 
tual directors in the Baton Rouge area,” 
added Johnson, who also serves on the 
board for The Fellowship of United 
Methodist Spiritual Directors and Retreat 
Leaders. 


istry of the children’s home and look for¬ 
ward to working with all of our partners to 
expand the resources needed to improve 
the lives of the children and families we 
serve,” said Strebeck. 

Terrel, J. DeVille, president and CEO of 
Louisiana Methodist Children’s Homes, 
stated, “Gary brings to us a level of expert¬ 
ise and experience that will allow us to pro¬ 
vide the highest possible service to our 
donors and partners in ministry. As a result 


Both Johnson and Linda Beasely, assis¬ 
tant director for the center, work with The 
Academy of Spiritual Formation connected 
with the Upper Room. 

“We invite anyone to drop by and expe¬ 
rience the beauty and restful environment 
of The McMains Center. Bring a book to 
read or browse through the library and 
check out a book to read at home. You may 
want to linger a while in the beautiful 
chapel, or have a cup of coffee as you visit 
with the staff,” said Johnson. 

The McMains Center is open Sunday 
through Thursday and by appointment. 
Classes, speakers, retreats and other oppor¬ 
tunities are advertised through the First 
UMC newsletter and on the church website 
at www.firstmethodist.org (Scroll down to 
McMains Center for Spiritual Formation). 


of all of our efforts, children, youth and 
families will be provided the opportunities 
to experience our Mission, which is 
‘Guiding children and families home to 
experience love by following the teachings 
of Christ’.” 

The staff of the children’s home invites 
groups to call its office at (318) 255-5575 
to arrange a tour of the campus and leam 
more about the ministry of this award win¬ 
ning facility. 


PR, Development and Marketing 


Centenary welcomes new Director of Church Relations 


Reverend Warren 
Clifton has joined 
Centenary College as 
Director of Church 
Relations June 1, suc¬ 
ceeding his friend and 
mentor, John “Benny” 

Vaughan. 

Reverend Clifton 
previously served as 
the Director of Youth 
Ministries at St. Luke’s 
United Methodist 
Church and Associate Pastor of Noel 
Memorial United Methodist Church, both 
in Shreveport. He is also a licensed local 


pastor. 

He graduated from Centenary College 
with a degree in business in 1991 and from 
The University of Texas at Arlington with 
an MBA in 1994. He is currently pursuing 
his M.Div. through Iliff School of 
Theology. 

Reverend Clifton is excited about 
returning to his alma mater as the newest 
member of the Advancement team. “Those 
of us who love Centenary College share 
185 years of history and an eternity of pos¬ 
sibilities.” 

In his new position as Director of 
Church Relations, Rev. Clifton will be 
responsible for nurturing the relationships 


between the College and the Louisiana 
Conference of United Methodists, and 
between the College and individual church¬ 
es. He also works closely with the Office 
of Admissions to encourage Methodist stu¬ 
dents to attend Centenary as well as help¬ 
ing the Director of Financial Aid to track 
church-related scholarships. 

Centenary College makes its Director of 
Church Relations available to churches as a 
worship leader, Sunday school teacher, and 
retreat facilitator, as well as a business 
process and human resources consultant. 
The Director can also coordinate teams 
consisting of students and staff from the 
College community to provide leadership 


for local church events ranging from 
retreats and mission projects to fundraising 
events. 

Warren is married to Annelise 
Christensen Clifton, a 1992 graduate of 
Centenary College and a 1995 graduate of 
Southern Methodist University Dedman 
School of Law. Her father is Dr. Harold R. 
Christensen, professor of Economics at 
Centenary. Annelise works for the Council 
on Alcoholism/Drug Abuse of Northwest 
Louisiana as a teacher at The Cavanaugh 
Center, a structured, supervised, adolescent 
inpatient treatment facility. 

The Clifton’s have three school-age 
children: Sawyer, Ransom, and Harper. 



Rev. Warren 
Clifton 
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Lakeview UMC in Shreveport cele¬ 
brated Memorial Day with a special 
Sunday service that included a color 
guard from Caddo Magnet High 
School. On the cover of this issue, 
members are shown planting small 
American flags along the church 
rose garden. The church’s youth 
group, left, traveled to Dallas, Tex. 
this spring to attend a faith based 
game day at the Ballpark at 
Arlington and to attend a Third Day 
concert. 


Lakeview UMC - Shreveport 


Lakeview United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport held a special service on 
Memorial Day Sunday remembering local 
veterans who have given their lives in serv¬ 
ice. The Caddo Magnet High School Color 
Guard presented the colors under the lead¬ 
ership of CSM Davis Robertson. Patriotic 
hymns, special music and prayers, reflec¬ 
tions on peace with justice, and an act of 
remembrance were included. At the close 
of the service, Rev. M. Theresa 
McConnell, pastor, read a list of those fam¬ 
ily and friends of the congregation that 


were memorialized. At the conclusion of 
the service, church members planted small 
American flags along the church rose gar¬ 
den in front of the church. Photos and 
memorabilia provided by veterans and their 
families were on display in the church 
narthex. 

The church’s youth group traveled to 
Dallas, Tex. this spring to attend a faith- 
based game day at The Ballpark at 
Arlington. They attended a Third Day con¬ 
cert and watched the Rangers take on the 
Tigers. 


Downsville UMC 



Downsville United Methodist Church in the Monroe District recently celebrated their par¬ 
ticipation in the Town and Country Academy by signing The Mutual Ministry Covenant. 
The church’s two year involvement in the covenant will kick off its evangelistic ministry 
this fall with a dinner honoring the Downsville School employees. The church will imple¬ 
ment various ministries throughout the year to assist the students of the school. 

Pictured at the signing were Johnny McFarland, lay leader; Ann Ballard; Rev. Gloria 
Youngblood, pastor; Rev. Steve Stephens, Conference Director of Church Extension 
and Transformation; Rev. Bob Burgess, Monroe District Superintendent; Marvin 
McFarland; Carolyn Sistrunk; and John Wallace. The two McFarlands, Ballard, Sistrunk 
and Wallace are church committee members. Unable to attend the service, but instru¬ 
mental in guiding the committee with its work, was Renee Evans, Monroe District 
Missioner. 


First UMC - Leesville 


The masses turned out to tingle their 
tastes buds with homemade chili when 
United Methodist Men held their First 
Annual Chili Cook-Off at First United 
Methodist Church in Leesville. This year’s 
entries boasted colorful names such as 
Razzle Dazzle Chili, Spring Chili, Texas 
Chili, White Chicken Chili, Warning Shot 
Chili, Howlin’ Chili and Triple “B” Chili. 

“If it opens your sinuses without mak¬ 
ing your eyes water, it’s just right. If it 
starts off sweet and comes back with a 
spicy surprise, it’s a top runner. But if it has 
too many beans and is on the runny side — 
next,” said Wendell Wilkes. 

It took the judges at the chili “throw- 


down” just under an hour to narrow down 
the top two winners of the highly contested 
event. Clay Williams’ “Welcome to the 
Deer Camp” chili received top honors from 
guest judges Honorable Vernon Clark, US 
Army Captain Tim Bryant, local business¬ 
woman Jaymie Wright and Wendell 
Wilkes, church member. Stephen Pitts 
won the Congregation’s Choice Award 
with his “Chili El Cajun”. 

Proceeds from the event will be used to 
purchase video equipment for the church 
sanctuary. Visit the church’s Facebook 
page at www.fumcleesville.com or follow 
Twitter www.twitter.com/frimcleesville for 
more information on future events. 


First UMC - Lake Providence 




Members of First United Methodist 
Church in Lake Providence held a “Faith in 
Action” service on June 13. 

Sponsored by the church’s NOW 
Committee (Nurture, Outreach and 
Witness), members went out to serve the 
community after early morning worship. 
Tasks included power washing a house, 
cleaning out gutters, mowing grass, weed¬ 
ing flower beds, piling up trash and debris, 
weed eating, and writing letters to shut-ins 
and to military patients at Landstuhl 
Military Hospital in Germany. 

Members also made special flower 
arrangements that they delivered to the 
local nursing home. Pillow sets, purchased 


with monies raised during the church’s 
Vacation Bible School, were decorated as 
part of a mission project. Casseroles were 
assembled and frozen so that food would 
be ready for delivery when the need arises. 

During the “Faith in Action” morning 
worship service, prayer quilts for individu¬ 
als undergoing chemotherapy were blessed. 

Following the vigorous outside activi¬ 
ties, members returned to the church for a 
lunch of sandwiches, dessert, lemonade 
and tea. They all agreed that in spite of the 
heat and humidity, the service of helping 
others was truly putting their faith into 
“action.” 
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The Rev. Kirby Verett leads children's worship at Clanton Chapel United Methodist Church in Dulac, La. Rev. Verett serves as pastor for the UM church located in this small fish¬ 
ing community. A shrimper sets out his nets along the bayou in Dulac, La. All photos on the page are UMNS photos by Mike DuBose. 


Dulac, from page 1 

of domestic shrimp below $2 a pound. 
However, this year, the price is up to $4 a 
pound. 

“We haven’t seen prices this good for a 
long while,” Verdin says. “Right now, we 
would be making a lot more money than 
we made last year. We have to make all the 
money we can between the seasons to pay 
our bills in the winter.” 

Verdin worries about the spill reaching 
the estuaries near Dulac. He also fears the 
oil spill will create a dead zone in the Gulf 
that will destroy shrimp, crabs, oysters and 
fish for years to come. But despite the 
damage, he doesn’t blame the oil industry. 

“They are trying (to clean up the spill),” 
he says. “We can’t get mad at them, acci¬ 
dents happen.” 

The Rev. Kirby Verett, pastor of Clanton 
Chapel, understands that sentiment. It is not 
as easy as deciding between protecting 
God’s creation and big business, he rea¬ 
sons. 

“As one person told me, as bad as this 
BP spill is, shrimping cannot support this 
community and without oil industry jobs 
this area would not survive,” Verett says. 

“Jesus said the poor will always be with 
us. But did Jesus believe some people are 
meant to be poor all their lives? Jesus 
meant for us to help people out of poverty 
by education, spiritual uplifting and what¬ 
ever we can do to help someone help them¬ 
selves.” 

Tied to the water 

According to the earliest history, the 
United Houma Nation has always lived on 
the east bank of the Mississippi River. 

They are recognized by the state of 
Louisiana as a tribe; however, they have 
waited more than 30 years to be recognized 


as a federal tribe by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. More than 17,000 live in six 
parishes in south Louisiana. 

The tribe’s history, culture and liveli¬ 
hoods are deeply tied to the water. 

Verett points to the rolling fields of tall 
slender marsh grass. “It’s beautiful, isn’t 
it?” 

Among the soft reeds, tiny shrimp, oys¬ 
ters, crabs, fish and more than 700 species 
of birds, reptiles and mammals are cradled 
safely in the protective arms of nature’s 
incubator. 

Salt water from the Gulf of Mexico and 
fresh water from the Mississippi River mix 
beneath miles-long fingers of dark green 
grass to provide a safe haven for sea crea¬ 
tures to grow up in before facing their 
wilder, tougher parent in the open gulf. 

The estuaries winding along the coast of 
Louisiana have faced many enemies over 
the years. Hurricanes have battered and 
destroyed the delicate shores while man¬ 
made barriers and structures have altered 
the natural flow of the Mississippi River. 

No one wants the oil to make it into the 
estuaries. But a moratorium on the oil 
industry will also be a killing blow to the 
economy, they say. 

Weathering strong winds 

Located near the coastline of Louisiana, 
Dulac regularly gets pummeled by hurri¬ 
canes. 

Most of the homes are in some stage of 
recovering from past storms. United 
Methodist youth and other volunteer teams 
come often to work on homes. Verdin’s 
family is just moving back into their home 
after living in a FEMA trailer for three 
years. 

Today, a team of young people from 
Grace Community United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport, La., is sitting on top 


of the house, in the blazing sun, replacing 
the tin roof. 

Verdin points to several water stained 
spots on the ceiling in his living room. 
When asked what happened, he smiles and 
says, “hurricanes.” Even with this constant 
threat, he says there is no place he would 
rather be. His wife, Rebecca, and brother, 
Gabe, agree. 

“Anywhere you go there could be a 
flood or a tornado or an earthquake,” 
Verdin adds. “I have lived here all my life. 
Dulac is an outdoor thing - if you want 
fish or shrimp for dinner you just go out 
and catch them.” 

Oddly enough, Hurricane Katrina in 
2005 didn’t really impact Dulac as much as 
other parts of the state. But a month later, 
her twisted sister Rita left behind a lot of 
the damage that people are still recovering 
from. Gustav and Ike in 2008 added to the 
destruction. 

Ask people which hurricanes were 
worst, and they all have a different answer. 
In 2002, Hurricane Lila took out the pre¬ 
school run by the church. People remember 
how bad it was in 1984 when Juan 
destroyed the Dulac Community Center. In 
1992, Hurricane Andrew came along and 
did the same thing. 

The 2010 Atlantic hurricane season is 
forecast to be an active year with some 16 
to 18 storms predicted. The first hurricane 
of 2010, Alex, missed the Louisiana coast, 
but everyone in Dulac knows that eventual¬ 
ly another hurricane will tear their commu¬ 
nity apart. 

People cope. They know how to clean 
out the mud, lay their family photos in the 
sun to dry and replace roofs. 

No place like home 

It will take a mighty big storm to make 
Marie Dean, 94, leave again. 


Her little blue house has been flooded 
three times. The water stayed a long time 
the last time. “I raised my family in this 
house,” she says, speaking in French. 

She acknowledges one of her daughters 
has nice, elevated house outside of Dulac 
that would probably weather the storms 
better. 

“It’s nice but it’s not home,” Dean says. 
Looking around, she adds, “It takes a lot to 
leave everything you got.” 

Family photos are hung high on the blue 
paneling of her front room, among them is 
a framed certificate from the Smithsonian 
Institution Office of Folklife Programs. 
Dean is a master palmetto-leaf weaver who 
learned the art at the knees of her mother. 
She also makes dolls from the Spanish 
moss that drapes most of the trees lining 
the bayou. 

She received the certificate in 1989 in 
recognition of her “exceptional contribu¬ 
tions to the increase and diffusion of 
knowledge about the cultural traditions 
which comprise the heritage of our nation 
and of the world.” 

Most days, Dean sits just inside her 
front door weaving. She can look out the 
door and see everything happening on the 
road. She can glance to her right and watch 
the boats go by on the bayou. 

Verett says Dean is tough and he tells a 
story to back up his claim. 

A few years ago, when she was 88, she 
wanted a fresh orange from the tree in her 
backyard. She climbed up on a ladder, fell 
and broke her knee. Instead of calling for 
help, she crawled back into her home. 
When the pain was too much, she did have 
to go to the hospital and have surgery. 

She points to the long scar, “I didn’t 

See Dulac, page 8 



The Rev. Kirby Verett says the Houma people are deeply tied to the unique ecosystem found in Lousianan coastal estuaries. Marie Dean, who is nationally recognized for her skill 
in weaving palmetto fronds into baskets and hats, says she is reluctant to leave her Dulac, La., home during the area's frequent bouts with hurricanes. 






































6 


Louisiana 


JULY 23, 2010 


HOPE Ministries hosts former 
homeless woman, 
now Harvard graduate 


Liz Murray—a once 
homeless teen who 
ultimately graduated 
from Harvard 
University— will serve 
as featured speaker for 
“The Power of HOPE” 

Sept. 16 at 7 p.m. at 
the Baton Rouge 
Marriott. Ticket sales 
for this event will ben¬ 
efit HOPE Ministries, a L ' z Murray 
nonprofit agency asso¬ 
ciated with the Louisiana Conference. 

Murray’s inspirational story was made 
into a Hollywood movie entitled From 
Homeless to Harvard. She grew up with 
two drug-addicted parents who she began 
supporting at age 10. Homeless at age 15, 
the death of her mother was the wake-up 
call that made her break away from her cir¬ 


cumstances and pursue a different path for 
her life. While living on the streets of New 
York, she finished high school in just two 
years. Overcoming horrible odds, she won 
a full scholarship and was accepted to 
Harvard University where she received her 
B.S. in Psychology in June 2009. Lifetime 
Television produced a movie about 
Murray’s life story which premiered in 
April of 2003. Murray’s memoirs will be 
released by Hyperion on Sept. 7. 

Tickets for The Power of HOPE are $50 
each or $500 to reserve a table for ten. This 
event includes light hors d’oeuvres and a 
cash bar. HOPE Ministries is a nonprofit 
agency that serves impoverished families 
at-risk for homelessness in the Baton 
Rouge community through several innova¬ 
tive programs. Ticket information can be 
found at www.hopebr.org. 



Rials Receives Gift of Hope Scholarship 


% 


Chase Michael 
Rials, a member of 
Asbury United 
Methodist Church in 
Bossier City, received a 
$1,000 Gift of Hope 
Scholarship awarded 
by the General Board 
of Higher Education 
and Ministry. 

Chase Rials, the son 
of Robin Rials 
Williams, plans to 

attend Centenary College this fall to major 
in History with hopes of pursuing a career 
in Education. 

The Rev. Dr. Karen Layman Gift of 
Hope Scholarship is awarded to about 500 
undergraduate students who have been 
active and full members of The United 
Methodist Church for at least three years, 
have a 3.0 grade point average, and have 
demonstrated strong leadership in The 


Chase Rials 


United Methodist Church, said Allyson 
Collinsworth, scholarships administrator of 
the Office of Loans and Scholarships at the 
General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry. 

The United Methodist Church, through 
the General Board of Higher Education and 
Ministry’s Office of Loans and 
Scholarships, awards more than $3 million 
in scholarships each year to undergraduate, 
graduate, and seminary students through 60 
scholarship programs. Nearly $2 million a 
year is distributed in loans to college stu¬ 
dents who are members of The United 
Methodist Church. 

To learn more about United 
Methodist loans and scholarships, visit 
www.gbhem.org/loansandscholarships. 

To donate online to United Methodist 
Student Day, which supports the scholar¬ 
ship and loan programs, visit www.umc- 
giving.org/studentday. 


Duke receives award for oncology chaplaincy 


The American 
Cancer Society in New 
Orleans recently 
named Rev. Barbara 
Duke as the 2009 
Louisiana Patient 
Support Volunteer of 
the Year for her work 
as an Oncology 
Chaplain at McFarland 
Institute with West 
Jefferson Medical 



Barbara Duke 


Center. Duke was recognized at the organi¬ 
zation’s Evening of Recognition on March 
10 at the New Orleans Fair Grounds and 
presented with a Life Saver Award for her 
contributions. 

Rev. Duke has served five years in this 
position and is appointed through the 
Conference as part of Special 
Appointments with Extension Ministries. 
She is married to Rev. Jeff Duke who pas¬ 
tors Bayou Blue UMC in Houma and 
Memorial UMC in Matthews. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


Director of Christian Education 

St. Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge seeks a Director of Christian Education to 
create and coordinate Christian education programs and activities for children, 
youth, and adults. The successful candidate will have experience in children or 
youth ministry in the United Methodist tradition, and experience in volunteer 
recruitment and training. This is a part-time position, approximately 25-30 
hours per week. Salary is $26K per year. Please send your resume with refer¬ 
ences to info@standrewsumc.net. Contact Linda Harper at (225) 752-2903 for 
more information. 

Deadline to apply is July 31, 2010. 


Director of Music Ministries 

Henning Memorial United Methodist Church in Lake Charles, La. seeks a full¬ 
time Director of Music Ministries. Job responsibilities include leading choirs and 
congregation during worship and expanding opportunities for traditional and 
contemporary music by promoting development of music for all ages and skill 
levels. Bachelor’s degree in music, or its equivalent, is required. Please send 
resume to asaph.hmumc@gmail.com 


Annual Leadership Insitute slated 


The best years of the church are ahead 
of us, and in anticipation, the Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas hosts its 
annual Leadership Institute, focusing this 
year on “Preparing for a Future with 
Hope.” Join Adam Hamilton, the staff of 
the Church of the Resurrection, and thou¬ 
sands of United Methodists from around 


the country as they gather to learn and 
share at the Leadership Institute 2010 slat¬ 
ed for Oct. 7-8 in Leawood Kansas. Visit 
www.cor.org/institute 10 for registration 
information. Special discounts are available 
for young adults and leaders of new 
churches. 


General Conference 

The Commission on the General 
Conference has selected “Make Disciples 
of Jesus Christ to Transform the World” as 
the theme for The United Methodist 
Church’s 2012 General Conference, sched¬ 
uled for April 24-May 4 in Tampa, Fla. 

The theme echoes the mission of The 
United Methodist Church to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world as a way of aligning the General 
Conference with the denomination’s central 
mission— 
so that the 
conference 
is not a 
one-time 
event, but a 
part of the 
ongoing 
ministry of 
the church. 

A com¬ 
mittee of representatives from the 
Commission on the General Conference 
and the Council of Bishops was charged 
with making recommendations for a theme 
and logo to the full commission for 
approval. Once a theme was selected, the 
United Methodist Publishing House’s 
design team developed logo proposals for 
consideration. 

“We sensed that people across the 
church are longing for clarity about our 
mission, and we believed that the theme of 
the General Conference should reinforce 
and celebrate that mission,” said Jim 
Hamish, a member of the commission and 
chair of the committee. “We hope that the 
Spirit of God will use this theme to unite 


logo and theme set 

and energize our people to fulfill this mis¬ 
sion and enable us to set clear priorities for 
the use of our resources.” 

The logo which complements the theme 
depicts a graphic image of the cross (repre¬ 
senting the presence of Jesus Christ at the 
center of our mission) with circles extend¬ 
ing from the cross (expressing energy and 
movement into ministry in the world) 
imposed against a bright sun and blue 
water (representing Tampa, Fla. as the con¬ 
ference site). 
The impera¬ 
tive verbs 
“make” and 
“transform” 
underscore the 
urgency of the 
mission and 
call for active 
response. 

The 

Commission also announced that the offi¬ 
cial General Conference 2012 website will 
be gc2012.umc.org. The site is expected to 
be available by early fall. 

About General Conference 2012 
General Conference is the top policy-mak¬ 
ing body of The United Methodist Church. 
The 1000-member assembly meets once 
every four years to consider revisions to 
church law, as well as adopt resolutions on 
current moral, social, public policy and 
economic issues. It also approves plans and 
budgets for churchwide programs for the 
next four years. The 2012 meeting will 
take place April 24-May 4 at the Tampa 
Convention Center. 


Make Disciples 
of Jesus Christ 
to Transform 
the World 
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Louisiana UM Disaster Response Ministry provides 3,886,320 volunteer hours to date 

The Louisiana United Methodist Disaster Response ministry has been assisting with long term recovery from Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, Gustav and Ike since 2005. Funding for 
the response is winding down, but much has been accomplished through the ministry’s efforts. Here is a recap of what has been accomplished by Louisiana United Methodist 
Disaster Response at each response station throughout the state from Sept. 2005-June 2010. The column marked “In-kind Value” shows the monetary value associated with the 
volunteers hours donated. This figure is used by the State of Louisiana to retire its debt to the federal government for hurricane response. 


Station 

Clients Served 

Volunteers 

Volunteers Hours 

In-kind Value 

Upper River Parishes - Plaquemine, LA 

173 

84 

1,100 

$21,866 

Lower River Parishes - Houma, LA 

New Iberia - New Iberia, LA 

16,449 

678 

8,682 

320,779 

$911,489 

Southwest Louisiana - Lake Charles, LA 

12,465 

14,952 

656,230 

$12,776,477 

Southeast Louisiana - New Orleans, LA 

38,387 

68,339 

2,908,211 

$62,141,184 

Grand Total 

68,152 

92,057 

3,886,320 

$75,851,016 


Free e-letters provide valuable 
resources for local churches 


Looking for new ideas that will grow 
your church’s effectiveness in ministry? 
Take a minute to access two free resources 
that can help church leaders throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

The United Methodist Foundation of 
Louisiana produces a free monthly elec¬ 
tronic newsletter entitled PastorBlast! fea¬ 
turing articles that address topics by 
thoughtful, cutting-edge leaders on subjects 
you care about — navigating change, 
financing your ministry, communicating 
effectively — and help you be the leader 
God is calling you to be. 

PastorBlast! is automatically sent to 
your email address on a monthly basis. If 
you’re not receiving PastorBlast /, contact 
the Foundation at 225.346.1535 or visit the 
website at www.umf.org (click on “Contact 
us!”). 

Leading Ideas is a free biweekly e- 
newsletter issued by the Lewis Center for 


Church Leadership of Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, DC. The Lewis 
Center is committed to helping congrega¬ 
tions and denominations thrive and grow 
by providing ideas, research, resources, and 
training for vital and fruitful leadership. 

Leading Ideas includes vignettes of 
leaders and congregations, book reviews, 
leadership quotes, and helpful “right ques¬ 
tions” built around the premise that leaders 
don’t need answers — they need to know 
the right questions. 

Also, every four weeks subscribers 
receive the Lewis Center Update with news 
of church leadership research, programs, 
events, and resources at the Lewis Center 
and elsewhere. 

To subscribe, go to www.churchleader- 
ship.com You will find instructions on 
how to receive Leading Ideas on the home 
page of the website. 



Rev. Jon Lord, pastor of Metairie and Carrollton United Methodist Churches, recently 
completed a five-week pulpit exchange with Rev. Bill Meaker of Emseni Methodist 
Church in Johannesburg, South Africa. Rev. Lord initiated the exchange with Meaker, 
who is a native of South Africa and Lord’s former bishop. 

Lord is a native of West Monroe and has served as a pastor and missionary in South 
Africa. He returned to serve the Louisiana Conference four years ago. Lord, Meaker 
and a local pastor in Orange Farm, South Africa, are pictured during a LAVIM mission 
to South Africa in 2001. 


4 Cultural Intelligence’ seminar slated 


Mission volunteers will be able to 
sharpen their cultural sensitivity during 
Cultivating Cultural Intelligence, a seminar 
sponsored by Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission slated for Nov. 13 at First UMC in 
Pineville. 

Team leaders and all volunteers who 
have served and plan to serve on an inter¬ 
national mission will benefit from four dif¬ 
ferent workshops led by Dr. Robert Hunt, 
director of Global Theological Education 
for Perkins School of Theology. 

Participants will learn more about three 
key aspects of “cultural intelligence”— 
knowledge of one’s own culture, mindful¬ 
ness of the other cultures, and behavioral 


skills appropriate to engaging new cultures. 

“UMVIM, along with Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission, has become one of 
the greatest resources for Christian out¬ 
reach in our world today. In becoming so, 
we place ourselves in settings that are 
physically, socially, spiritually, and cultur¬ 
ally challenging. These four workshops 
will help volunteers to do their job within 
different cultural contexts,” said Rev. Larry 
Norman, LAVIM director. 

The event fee is $15 and includes the 
cost of lunch. To register, please contact 
Amanda Short in the LAVIM office at 
(225) 346-1646. The deadline for registra¬ 
tion is Nov. 1. 


RETHINKCHURCH 
RETHlNl CHURCH 


Guidebook available of UM-related schools, 
colleges, universities, and theological schools 


A new guidebook that provides a 
wealth of information about the 121 
United Methodist-related schools, col¬ 
leges, universities, and theological 
schools should help high school stu¬ 
dents easily compare tuition, degrees 
awarded, and possible financial aid. 

The Guidebook of United Methodist- 
Related Schools, Colleges, Universities, 
and Theological Schools will be useful 
for students, pastors, youth leaders, and 
parents who want to leam more about 
United Methodist-related educational 
institutions. 

“We hope local churches and youth 
leaders will make this book available to 
high school students to help with their 
college selection process,” said Wanda 
Bigham, assistant general secretary for 
Schools, Colleges, and Universities of 


the General Board of Higher 
Education’s Division of Higher 
Education. “The snapshot of informa¬ 
tion about each institution will help stu¬ 
dents find one of our colleges or univer¬ 
sities that is the best fit for their jour¬ 
ney.” 

In addition to information about the 
98 United Methodist-related colleges, 
the guidebook contains a sketch of the 
13 United Methodist theological 
schools, and the 10 college preparatory 
schools. Each institution’s Web site, as 
well as contact information for the 
admission office, a list of degrees 
offered, and information about religious 
life on campus, dorms, and sports are all 
included. 

Order online for $5 at www.cokes- 
bury.com 
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want anyone to know I fell,” she explains, 
shrugging her shoulder. 

‘Don’t look back’ 

Growing up in nearby DuLarge, Verrett 
learned about racism early in life. 

“We (Indians) knew our bounds. That 
was the way life was,” Verett says of atti¬ 
tudes when he was growing up. “If you 
went into Houma you couldn’t walk on the 
main street or sit in movie houses, you 
couldn’t vote. I mean people would flat out 
tell you, you can’t come in here.” 

He remembers once as a young boy his 
family was targeted by an angry crowd as 
his parents drove past a white high school 
when a football game was just letting out. 

“People recognized my parents to be 
Indian and they started throwing beer bot¬ 
tles at the car,” he says. 

“God calls me to action,” said the 5- 
foot-five, 62-year-old, gray-haired man 
who speaks with a distinct Cajun French 
accent. Like the storms that frequently roll 
across his homeland, he is always moving 
and almost never stops talking. 

“Seems to me that my revelations in life 
all have to do with disaster and good com¬ 
ing out of it,” he says, laughing. 

Verett knows his community is hurting. 
Most folks are shrimpers and fishers, work 
in a seafood-related business or work for 
the oil industry. 

Many of the shrimpers like Verdin are 
being paid by British Petroleum to use 
their boats to help in the cleanup efforts. 
The bright blue and green “skimming” nets 
are being replaced temporarily by orange 
and yellow booms that surround and soak 
up the oil. 

The stress is taking its toll 

Verett was in the hospital for three days 
recently with chest pains. A follow-up 
angiogram showed five blockages that 
won’t require surgery or stints at this time 
but will mean he will be on medication 
and needs to curtail his activities. 

But a few days later, Verett is happily 
greeting the congregation as they come 
into church. 

This Sunday, the message is from Luke 
9:62. He reads, “Jesus said to him, ‘No one 
who puts his hand to the plow and looks 
back is fit for the kingdom of God.’” 

“Jesus says, ‘Don’t look back!”’ he 
declares to the few scattered around the 
sanctuary. 

At the end of the service he greets each 
person. People linger to share their lives 
with each other. 

“We do not have millionaires who are 
members here; we have good loving, hos¬ 
pitable people that are faithful to the 
church,” he says. “And out of that, good 
things keep coming.” 

Verett believes in good things 

“I am living down the street here and it 
ain’t just a life, it’s an adventure. 

“God has a better plan for all of us, if 
you are willing to give into what God has 
planned for your life then you can be 
happy and fulfilled and in easy and hard 
times he is going to lead you through.” 

* Gilbert is a multimedia reporter for 
United Methodist Communications in 
Nashville, Tenn. 


WORSHIP 



SATURDAY - DECEMBER 4, 2010 
9:00 a.m. - 3:30 o.m. 

The Alexandria Riverfront Center 


Pour Creative Workshops 


Pr eachi-Oi^i Walker is CO- 
pastor of Hot Metal Bridge Faith 
Community - a United Methodist 
congregation in Pittsburgh. 


M e d i 4 Len Wilson and Uason Moore of Midnight Oil Productions 
utilize culture art and technology to connect people with God. 


To engage the new, postmodern world with the Good News of the 
Kingdom of God is to deal with many obstacles. We must navigate 
pluralism, distrust, superficiality, and negative labels. We must also 
operate in a world where people are becoming more and more 
disconnected and alienated from one another. 

In the face of these obstacles, many followers of Christ either quit 
or continue living with a dated and ineffective approach. The way 
we currently practice church simply does not work. The good news 
is that the Kingdom of God is near. For many of us, this is a 
wonderful opportunity to explore new wineskins. 


♦♦♦ MUSI G- Mark Sorensen and Derek Uoqce, Faithlink worship 
leaders at First UMC Shreveport 

❖ Liturgical Arts a m^v. d^qrammeUij. st. 

Paul UMC Shreveport - pastor dancer, drama facilitator. 

REGISTRATION: Lunch is included in registration fee 

Before September 15: $20.00 - After September 15: $30.00 


You may register online: www.rethinkworship.org 


What will happen if I die without a will? 



UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana - 

"Where Fnilli mid Money Come loucliicr" 


225.346.1535 

800.256.9317 


If you don’t create a will, the state has 
made one for you. That means the state 
determines who gets your assets—your 
property, your money and your minor 
children—not you. 

Not convinced you need a will? 

Think about the future: 

• Are your loved ones provided for? 

• Does everyone get the same? 

• Are you accidentally disinheriting 
anyone? 

• Will your church pledge be fulfilled? 


Find out all you need to know 
about wills at 

www.umfgiving.org 







































For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster response 
efforts, visit the La. 
Conference web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or call the 
Disaster Response 
Center, (225) 346-5193 
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Taking Care 



UMCOR representative Rev. Mary Hughes Gaudreau, center, leads Care Team leader training July 21 at Zachary United 
Methodist Church. Candy McCammon, left, serves as Care Team Supervisor for the Louisiana Conference disaster response 
ministry. Rev. Darryl Tate, director of the Conference disaster response ministry, looks on. 

Conference and UMCOR train disaster response Care Teams 


In response to the oil crisis in the Gulf 
of Mexico, the Louisiana Annual 
Conference and United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR) recently 
trained 128 clergy and laity to serve as 
members of disaster response Care 
Teams that will be sent to coastal com¬ 
munities. 

The trainings, led by Rev. Mary 
Hughes Gaudreau of UMCOR, were held 
throughout the state July 19-23. 

Gaudreau serves as a consultant with 
UMCOR’s Emergency Services Office 
for the United States. 

Members of these teams will stay 
closely connected to the Louisiana 
Conference disaster response ministry 
while offering a compassionate listening 
presence on the Gulf Coast. Their goal is 
to help those affected by the spill connect 
with their own personal, community, 
spiritual, emotional and basic life 
resources. 

While Care Teams do not provide tra¬ 
ditional counseling or case management, 
they do serve as an important referral 
resource to connect survivors with more 
comprehensive community and disaster 
response resources. Team members agree 
to the national standards and ethics of the 
National Voluntary Organizations Active 


in Disaster and the Church World Service 
member denominations. 

Twenty-six of the volunteers were also 
trained to serve as Care Team Leaders, 
receiving additional instruction in 
deployment, response, referral and fol¬ 
low-up with team members. These lead¬ 
ers work with groups of three to five 
other disaster Care Team members, 
remaining in contact with their small 
group and working in the same basic 
neighborhoods or sites. 

On site, leaders are the contact point 
for Candy McCammon, Care Team 
Supervisor for the conference. She will 
lead conference disaster Care Team activ¬ 
ities and serve as the liaison between 
spiritual emotional care activities and the 
larger conference disaster response min¬ 
istry. 

“We expect to be sending teams for 
several months, several days each week. 
The initial deployment team will be com¬ 
prised of Care Team leaders so that they 
can gather information, get a sense of 
needs and make logistical plans,” said 
McCammon. 

Discussions regarding the deployment 
of Care Teams involve the sending of 
teams to the British Petroleum compound 
to meet with oil spill response workers; 


to community centers where people gath¬ 
er to receive assistance; and to local con¬ 
gregations to assist members and local 
clergy. 

Care Team members met for seven 
hours during the UMCOR trainings 
which discussed the disaster response 
structure and context; the impact of dis¬ 
asters upon individuals, groups and con¬ 
gregations; and listening and referral 
skills and other strategies for response. 
Members also meet the conference’s 
“Safe Sanctuaries” training and require¬ 
ments. They are asked to take an addi¬ 
tional “Psychological First Aid” course, 
available from the American Red Cross. 

Teams will be deployed through the 
Louisiana United Methodist disaster 
response ministry, not only for the cur¬ 
rent crisis, but to meet emotional and 
spiritual needs in future disasters. 

“I’m excited to work with the 
Louisiana conference as they join the net¬ 
work of conference Care Teams across 
our United Methodist connection. The 
people of Louisiana certainly understand 
the impact of disasters and in working 
with these remarkable people of faith I 
have been so blessed to witness their 
resilience and hope,” said Gaudreau. 
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_ Church Extension _ 

New Places for New Faces 


One of the most effective ways to 
reach new people for Jesus Christ is to 
start new churches. Almost half the pop¬ 
ulation of Louisiana is unchurched and 
The Louisiana Conference committed to 
creating new places to reach these new 
faces. 

By God’s grace 446 persons have 
found a new church home in our three 
newest church starts. Our continued 
financial support of these new churches, 
and other new congregations yet to be 
planted, is vital to our success in reach¬ 
ing new people for Jesus Christ. 

There are four ways we can offer our 
faithful financial support to new church 
starts: 

The Bob Lay Memorial 1000 Club 

provides funding for new churches to 
build their first building. Every two 
years the 1000 Club puts out a call to 
help a new congregation and, since 1952, 
the 1000 Club has helped to build 106 
new churches in Louisiana. Laity and 
clergy may join the 1000 club by making 
an annual gift of $100 to $500. 

Partners in Growth is our newest 
share program that provides start up 
funding for new congregations. While 
our apportionment dollars fund pastoral 
salaries for new churches and the 1000 
Club helps to build their first unit, new 
congregations are faced with other sig¬ 
nificant expenses. The average cost of 
renting worship space for our newest 
churches is over $5,000 per month. 
Partners in Growth provides help with 
rental costs, staff support and other plant¬ 
ing expenses. Partnership shares are 
only $50 and provide an ideal way for 
Sunday School classes, small groups, and 
individuals to by mutliple shares and 


help spread the 
gospel of Jesus 
Christ with others. 

The Doors of the 
Louisiana 
Conference Poster 
was commissioned 
by our bishop in 
2009 to give every 
congregation in 
Louisiana an oppor¬ 
tunity to show its 
support for new 
church starts. Proceeds from the sale of 
the “Doors” poster are awarded to new 
congregations through a grant process 
and provide a catalyst to growth. 
Congregations can still purchase a 
“Doors” poster for $100 by contacting 
their District Office. 

The New Church Development 
Fund, has been established at the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana to 
receive gifts from individuals and estates. 
As the fund grows it will enable us to 
help new churches with the escalating 
expenses of purchasing land and con¬ 
structing buildings. Remembering The 
New Church Development Fund in your 
will, or with a planned gift, is a powerful 
way to ensure the continued spread of 
the gospel for generations to come. 

Ed Otwell said, “If you want to start 
something that will be a spiritual blessing 
to an increasing number of people for a 
hundred years or more, start a new 
church in the right place at the right 
time.” To leam more about ways to sup¬ 
port new church starts, please visit our 
conference website or contact our Office 
of Church Extension and Transformation. 



Rev. Steve 
Stephens 


Upcoming Conference Youth Events! 

Don’t forget to sign up! 

Fall Convocation Sept. 11 

Junior High Retreat Nov. 12-14 

Both events will be held at 
The Wesley Center in Woodworth, La. 

Contact the Office of Youth Ministries for 
more information at 
(225) 346-1646! 


In Memoriam 

Helen C. Koelemay 
6 / 17/2010 

Charlsie Mae Barabin 
7 / 23/2010 


‘Answer the Call’ gala 

“Answer the Call,” a gala hosted by the 
Baton Rouge District, will be held Oct. 22 
at Broadmoor United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson, fea¬ 
tured speaker, will join guests at this event 
which benefits both the Daughenbaugh- 
Matheny and Bob Lay Funds. 

Prior to the gala, every church in the 
district is being asked to raise money for 
the two funds. At the event, each church 
will bring a check for the amounts raised. 
The donations will be tallied that night and 


hosted by B.R. district 

totals announced. 

This festive evening will feature dinner, 
musical entertainment, and fellowship with 
United Methodists from throughout the 
Baton Rouge District. “The gala gives us 
an opportunity to celebrate our fundraising 
efforts for these two vitally important funds 
that benefit students and church develop¬ 
ment,” said Suzanne Harris, event organiz¬ 
er. 

Tickets for the gala are $20 each and 
may be obtained from church pastors and 
lay leaders after Sept. 1. 



A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission (LAVIM) team, pictured above, served in Costa Rica 
July 10-18. The team was led by John Crouse and was largely comprised of members 
of St. Francisville United Methodist Church. The volunteers worked at the Latin 
American Biblical Institute in San Jose under the direction of GBGM missionary Becky 
Harrell. LAVIM has its next Costa Rica team scheduled for Feb. 10-26, 2011. Mike 
Owenby of First UMC in Baton Rouge is the team leader. Those interested in this next 
LAVIM team to Costa Rica should contact the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646. Team 
members pictured are Lorene and Terrance Carlin, Tom Crouse, Molly Gilmore, Linda 
Holmes, Ashley Jones, Claire and Ethan Mott and Madison and Melinda Sykes. 
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William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
E-mail: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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The Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 
host their 37th Annual Meeting and District Elected Leadership Training (DELT) 

October 1-2 at First UMC, Natchitoches 


You are cordially invited to attend 

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE UMW 

37 th ANNUAL MEETING 
And DISTRICT ELECTED LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
THEME: “Faces of Mission” 

Scripture l Peter 3:15 

“But in your hearts set apart Christ a s Lord. Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to give reason for the hope that you 
have. But do this with gentleness and respect..” 

October 1-2, 2010 

First United Methodist Church, 

411 Second Street Natchitoches, LA 

Host for the occasion will be the women of First United Methodist Church, 
Natchitoches and the Alexandria District. Former missionaries from the 
Louisiana Conference will be present as we carry out the theme, “Faces of 
Mission There will be an opportunity to visit with them prior to the meeting. 
Carlos and Saroj Welch will be the speakers for the banquet on Friday night. 

The group “Shout to the Lord” will also perform. So mark your calendars and 
register early. Cane River Country is looking forward to welcoming you. 




Carolyn Dove, Chairperson Evelyn Evans, Co-chairperson 

President President 

Alexandria District UMW First UMC Natchitoches UMW 


Our Annual 
Meeting will be held at 
First United Methodist 
Church in Natchitoches 
on October 1 and 2, 

2010. Our theme, 

“Faces of Mission”, 
will allow you an 
opportunity to meet 
and greet Louisiana 
Retired Missionaries 
and Deaconesses and to 
say “thank you” from 
11 a.m. until 12 noon on Friday, October 1. 
Our Mission Moment with Rev. Carlos and 
Saroj Welch will take place on Friday 
evening at our banquet at 6:30 p.m. 

I invite ALL United Methodist Women 
to come to Natchitoches to let our 
Missionaries and Deaconesses know how 
much we appreciate them and that we owe 
them a great deal of gratitude for the sacri¬ 
fices that they have made. 

“Missionary” is one of the oldest and 
most honored offices of the Christian 
church, with origins in the New Testament. 
The letters of Paul are those of a mission¬ 
ary called and commissioned to Jesus 
Christ. Missionaries witness and serve in 
dramatically different locales and cultures 
and engage in a range of professions and 
activities. They come from many places 
and backgrounds. 

The United Methodist Women 140-year 
legacy started when the Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society first organized in 
Boston in response to a lack of women’s 
healthcare in India. The six women who 


were present wrote a constitution, and 
organized the Methodist Woman’s Foreign 
Missionary Society (WFMS). By 
November 1869, the newly formed organi¬ 
zation raised funds and sent Isabella 
Thobum, an educator and Dr. Clara Swain, 
a doctor to India. Ms. Thobum began a 
school with six young girls in Lucknow. 
This school expanded to include Isabella 
Thobum College, the first women’s college 
in Asia. Dr. Swain began her medical 
work, resulting in the establishment of the 
first women’s hospital in Asia. 

In 1973, United Methodist Women 
became the women’s mission organization 
of the United Methodist Church. This is 
who we are as United Methodist Women. 
We, who are faithful Christians, are in a 
real sense- missionaries. Those of us who 
convey the Good News of God’s love and 
forgiveness to others near and far carry the 
missionary spirit within us. 

Again, we invite ALL UMW to join us 
at First United Methodist Church in 
Natchitoches on October 1 and 2, 2010 and 
celebrate our Missionaries and 
Deaconesses. 

I look forward to seeing you there! 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman 

President 

Louisiana Conference 

United Methodist Women 



Retired Missionaries and Deaconesses residing in Louisiana 




Doretha Brown 

Served in Sierra Leone, Liberia 



Margaret Wade Campbell 
Served in Mexico 1953-68 



Juanita Ivie Deaconess Carolina Labrada 

Served at Sager Brown St. Mary’s Cay School Library 



Not pictured: Gretchen Elston Benner (served Japan as J-3 in 1950; full time 1957-81), Rev. Ester Hammond (served Liberia), Rev. John R. Johns (served in 
U.S.), Jerrell H. and Joyce B. Mathison (served in Nigeria). 
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Introducing the 2010 UMW Annual Meeting Program Participants 


Rev. Carlos 
and Mrs. 

Saroj Welch 

The 

Welch’s live 
in retirement 
in Baton 
Rouge. They 
were mis¬ 
sionaries in 
India for 
forty years 
through the General Board of Global 
Ministries. There ministry in India was to 
develop the teaching and training of 
Pastoral Counseling in theological educa¬ 
tion, as well as the teaching and training of 
counselors and psychotherapists in 
Counseling Psychology in secular colleges 
and universities. 

Carlos was bom in and grew up in 
Winnfield and Natchitoches, Louisiana. 
Saroj was bom in Kapardwanj, Gujarat, 
India, and grew up in Jabalpur, M. P. They 
met in Garrett seminary and Northwestern 
University, Evanston, Ill. Saroj completed 
studies in Psychiatric Social Work in the 
University of Chicago and returned to India 
to develop the Social Work Department in 
Nur Manzil Psychiatric Center, Lucknow, a 
project of Dr. E. Stanley Jones. Carlos 
went to India in 1955, after completing his 
studies, and they were married within a few 
months.. 

The Welches have four grown children, 
six grandchildren and their first great 
grandson. 

Rev. Ellen Alston 

Rev. Ellen R. Alston bom and raised in 
Arkansas. Her father was a United 
Methodist pastor and she was originally 
from Mansfield, Louisiana. Rev. Alston 
graduated from Hendrix College (1982) 
and Perkins School of Theology (1990). 
From 1982-1991, she served on staff of 
churches in Dallas and 
Gainesville, TX. Then 
she served in 
Blytheville, Pine Bluff 
and Hot Springs, 

Arkansas. In 1991, 

Rev. Alston came to 
Louisiana. She was 
ordained elder in 1992. 

Rev. Alston has served 
as pastor of Lacombe 
UMC, Love Chapel 
UMC in Haughton and 
Covenant UMC in Chalmette and Arabi. 
She served on staff for Broadmoor UMC 
and Grace Community UMC, both in 
Shreveport. Rev. Alston is currently the 
District Superintendent serving since 2008. 
She was a Louisiana Conference Delegate 
to the 2004 and 2008 General and 
Jurisdictional Conferences. Rev. Alston 
was a guest Editor of Sept- Oct. 2006 Alive 
Now Magazine “ Out of the Whirlwind”. 
Her special interest is in Spiritual 
Formation and Leadership Development 
for the mission of the Church. She has one 
son, 15-year old Nathan Dauphin. She 
enjoys writing, cycling and spending time 
with her family. 

Rev. Doug de Graffenried 

Reverend Doug de Graffenried became 
Senior Pastor of First UMC, Natchitoches 



Rev. Alston 



Rev. and Mrs.Welch 


in June of this year. He came to 
Natchitoches after having served at St. 
Timothy on the North Shore, Mandeville; 
Asbury UMC, Bossier City; First UMC, 
Lake Charles; and 
Arcadia UMC. He 
and his wife Tamara 
are the parents of a 
daughter, Allison, an 
attorney in Baton 
Rouge and a son, 

Andrew, a controller 
with Toyota, in Lake 
Charles. Reverend de 
Graffenried will bring 
greetings during the 
opening session of the 
Louisiana Conference UMW Annual 
Meeting and preside over the Communion 
Service Saturday morning. Tamara de 
Graffenried will be our song leader for the 
Annual meeting. 

Reverend Doris 
Pennington Sheppard 

Reverend Doris 
Pennington Sheppard is 
Minister of Visitation at 
FUMC, Natchitoches. 

She has been a member 
of UMW since it was 
WSCS - over 40 years. 

Consecrated a diaconal 
minister in 1981, she 
served as Director of 
Christian Education at churches in Monroe 
and Shreveport for 14 years before being 
ordained. She was appointed to Caddo 
Heights UMC and then served churches in 
Pleasant Hill and Pelican for nine years 
before retiring. She has two daughters and 
one son. Reverend Sheppard will give the 
opening meditation. 

Rev James Graham 

Reverend James 
Graham has been pas¬ 
tor of Asbury UMC, 

Natchitoches for the 
last 23 years. Prior to 
this, he served as min¬ 
ister at St. James UMC 
and Round Grove 
UMC in Shreveport. 

Reverend Graham also 
served as director of 
Shreveport Metropolitan Ministries. He 
and his wife, Florence, have two children 
and two grandchildren. Reverend Graham 
will present the meditation on Saturday 
morning. 

Rev. Jacqueline King 

Reverend Jacqueline 
King is the Associate 
Minister of First UMC, 

Natchitoches. A native 
of Toledo, Ohio, she 
was ordained at the 
2009 Louisiana Annual 
Conference and has 
been in Natchitoches 
for 5 years. She served 
the church at Epps- 
Pioneer UMC prior to 
this. Her husband of three years, Jonathan, 
is minister of FUMC, Coushatta. Reverend 
King will assist with the Communion 
Service. 



Rev. Jacqueline 
King 




Rev. Sheppard 



Rev. de 
Graffenreid 



Rev. Conrad 


Kathleen Conrad 

Kathleen Conrad is 
a native of Geneva, NY 
and attended Central 
Missouri State 
University. She is mar¬ 
ried to Rev. Clifton C. 

Conrad Sr., pastor of 
St. Mark UMC in 
Opelousas, LA. She is 
the mother of Chantel 
Conrad and Clifton 

Conrad Jr. She is a certified lay speaker of 
the Louisiana Conference UMC. Kathleen 
has served in leadership with her local 
UMW unit, with the Acadiana District 
UMW, and the Louisiana Conference 
UMW. She represented the Louisiana 
Conference at the 1996 South Central 
Jurisdiction Meeting, and was a member of 
the South Central Jurisdiction Core 
Planning Group from 1996-2000, serving 
as their representative to the UMW 
National Seminar in 1999. She served as 
UMW representative to the World 
Federation of Methodist and Church 
Uniting Women North America Seminar in 
2002, and chaired the site committee for 
the Regional VII North American Area 
Seminar. She serves as a Director of the 
Women's Division. In January 2007 she 
was a member of a General Board of 
Global Ministries delegation that attended 
the 7th Annual World Social Forum in 
Nairobi, Kenya, together with persons from 
more than 140 countries. 

Staphenae Camp Carey 

Staphenae is a member of Boynton 
UMC in Gretna, LA. At an early age, she 
was introduced to WSCS by her great-aunt 
and mother. She has 
been involved since 
that time on the New 
Orleans District UMW 
and has served in sev¬ 
eral positions on the 
Louisiana Conference, 
including Teen Leader, 

Assistant Dean and 
Dean of the School of 
Christian Mission, and 
as Chair of the 
Committee on 
Nominations. Currently 
she serves as Coordinator of Education and 
Interpretation for her local unit as well as a 
member of the Committee on Nominations 
of the South Central Jurisdiction 
Leadership Team. 

She received a B.A. in English Ed from 
Dillard University and a M.A. degree in 
English from the University of Illinois 
(Urbana- Champaign). In 2005 she retired 
after 33 years as a teacher and administra¬ 
tor in the public schools of Jefferson 
Parish. She is divorced, and the mother of 
one son. Aside from her involvement in 
UMW, Staphenae is a mentor and the cur¬ 
rent Advisor to the New Orleans Chapter of 
Top Teens of America™, a co-ed national 
service organization. 

Music has always been an integral part 
of Staphenae’s life. She is a former organist 
of her church and currently sings in the 
choir. According to Staphenae, “When we 
truly lift our voices in song and praise to 
the Father, we show our gratitude for His 
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Staphaenae 

Carey 


faithfulness toward us.” She will bring 
greetings on behalf of the Jurisdiction 
Team in the afternoon of Friday, Oct. 1 
during the opening session of the Annual 
Meeting. 

George Darfus and Shout to the Lord 

George Darfus is leader of the musical 
group, “Shout to the Lord.” These dedi¬ 
cated musicians have been providing music 
for the contemporary service at FUMC, 
Natchitoches, since 1998. They have also 
performed at the Natchitoches Folk 
Festival and Marthaville Good Ole Days 
Festival. The group will entertain guests at 
the banquet on Friday night. 



George Darfus and Shout to the Lord 


2010 ANNUAL MEETING 
SCHEDULE 


FRIDAY - OCTOBER 1, 2010 


10:00 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 


1:00 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 


6:30 p.m. 


Registration 
Meet & Greet Retired 
Missionaries 
And Deaconesses 
Opening Session 
Close of afternoon 
Session 

Resource Room Open 
Prayer Room Open 
Hospitality Area Open 
Banquet at Natchitoches 
Events 

Center with Speakers 
Rev. Carlos & Saroj 
Welch 


SATURDAY 
7:30 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 


Noon 


OCTOBER 2, 2010 

Continental Breakfast 
for Day Travelers 
Final Session of Annual 
Meeting 

Conclusion of Annual 
Meeting 

DELT (District Elected 
Leaders Training) 
Conclusion of DELT 
Lunch served for DELT 
Participants and guests 


Registration Form 

To register for the 2010 La. 
Conference UMW Annual Meeting- 
DELT, download a registration form 
at www.la-umc.org (click ministries, 
then laity, then UM Women) 

Mail completed form to: Laurie 
Seeger, 80369 Kenzie Road, 
Covington, LA 70435. Contact her at 
985-892-6954, 985-264-2088 or 
email seegert@bellsouth.net 
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2010-2011 CONFERENCE UMW CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


September 30, 2010 
September 30, 2010 
October 1-2, 2010 

November 13, 2010 


District Treasurer/ Presidents Pre-DELT meeting 
UMW Executive Committee/Annual Meeting 
UMW Conference Annual Meeting-FUMC 
Natchitoches 

Program & School of Christian Mission Meeting 

SAVE THE DATE: 2011/2012 

Spiritual Retreat February 18-19,2011 
South Central Jurisdiction June 22-24, 2012 


DISTRICT ANNUAL MEETINGS and 
LOCAL ELECTED LEADERSHIP TRAINING (LELT) 


Acadiana District 
Alexandria District 
Baton Rouge District 
Lake Charles District 
Monroe District 
New Orleans District 
Shreveport District 


November 6, 2010 

November 13, 2010 
November 6, 2010 
October 23, 2010 
November 6, 2010 
October 23, 2010 
November 6, 2010 


South Central Jurisdiction Meeting 
Theme: 'Women Responding to God’s Love and Grace” 

June 22-24, 2012 - Abilene, Tex. 

We just want all UMW members to keep this date in mind and know that this is an event 
for every woman, not just officers and delegates. Regional school follows immediately 
after at McMurray University in Abilene. 

www.abam-umc.ora/sciurisdictionumw 

Annual meeting provides opportunities 
for ‘Hands On Mission’ giving 

Our Louisiana Missions need our help. Requests are: 

Dulac Community Center- School supplies and baby items 

MacDonell Children’s Services (Houma) - Hygiene products and socks(all sizes) 

UMCOR/ Sager Brown (Baldwin)- Baby layette kits and Health Kits for Haiti Relief 

North Rampart Community Center (N.O.)- Monetary donation towards educational 
equipment 

Layette kit items are: 6 cloth diapers, 2 shirts or 2 one piece body suits, 2 baby wash 
clothes, 2 gowns or sleepers, 

2 diaper pins 1 open in the front sweater, and 2 receiving blankets. 

Health kit items are: 1 hand towel (15”x25” to 17”x27”) No kitchen towels, 1 wash 
cloth, 1 comb (large sturdy- not pocket sized) 

1 nail file or fingernail clippers (No emery boards or toenail clippers), 1 bath-sized bar 
of soap (3 oz & up), 

1 toothbrush (singles only in original wrapper no child size brushes) 6 adhesive plastic 
strip sterile bandages. 

If you choose to make a monetary donation instead, please make check or MO payable 
to the LA Conf. UMW. The cost of a layette kit is $35 and the cost for a health kit is $12. 
Please include an additional $1 for the processing and shipping costs. All items must be 
new. Do not include any personal notes, money or additional materials in kits. If you 
wish, you can view the information on the UMCOR website at www.umcor.org. Go to 
“How to Give” then “Relief Supplies”. 

Please bring your items or monetary donations to our Annual Meeting, Oct. 1-2 at 
First UMC, Natchitoches. 


Mission Candle 2010 

Since 1979, “Lighting of the Mission Candle" has been a significant part of 
Annual Meetings everywhere. It is an opportunity for an individual or unit to 
donate monies 

COST for Mission Support for 2010 is as follows: 

1 Second.$ .52 

1 Minute.$31.47 

5 Minutes.$157.35 

1 Hour..$1888.00 

“In Memory” or “In Honor" of person(s) whose name will be inscribed in the 
Conference Mission Book 2010, which will be on display during this year’s 
meeting. 


Vice President’s report for 2010 Executive Meeting 


It was my first time 
to attend Assembly! 

Oh my, what a feast for 
the senses. It was kind 
of like going to a 
world’s fair event. 

There were so many 
venues, that I know I 
did not have time to 
get around to. The first 
day, of course, was 
spent recovering from a 
13 hour bus trip. I have to admit, I did not 
get much sleep. However, the highlight of 
that day was making a windy visit up close 
and personal to the famous St. Louis Arch. 
When the Assembly got going, it was awe¬ 
some to witness so many people in one 
place. The speakers were excellent and the 
entertainment captivating. All in all, it was 
a most memorable event. 

After Assembly, I was not too involved, 


because of a medical condition for which I 
underwent surgery on May 25. Recovery 
was long and painful, but by the grace of 
God and the support of friends and prayers, 
I am today much improved. 

Right at the last day, I was allowed by 
my doctor to attend West Gulf Regional 
School at Dillard. 

After that, I began preparing for the 
Opening Plenary for the School of 
Christian Missions. Rev. Gene Rives gra¬ 
ciously consented to administer 
Communion for that exciting event. My 
thanks to our Dean, Dolores Giles and 
President Edna Hickman, for working so 
closely with me and for directing the plan¬ 
ning of the School of Christian Missions, 
which was held in July. 

Judy Willis 

Vice President 



Judy Willis 


UMW Standing Rules and Guidelines 

The following amendments, corrections, and updates to the La. Conference UMW 
Standing Rules were approved by the Conference Executive Committee. These will 
be presented to the Conference UMW Annual Meeting for approval. 

United Methodist Women in the Conference 

3-c All expense vouchers shall include itemized listings, with receipts or expense 
(postage, duplication, motel, etc.) for which payment is requested. . . . Vouchers shall 
be approved and signed by the Conference President and Secretary, except in case of 
their own voucher 

Proposed change: Add “then the Vice President shall sign.” 

Committees 

1. Those persons listed in the Constitution & Bylaws, 2005-2008,.... 

Proposed change: Those persons listed in the Constitution & Bylaws, 2009-2012,. . . 

. 4. Update: Change the “nine districts” to the “seven districts.” 

5. a. Conference Committee on Nominations shall be composed of nine persons, 
including the chairperson. 

Proposed change: Change “nine persons,” to “seven persons,” 

8. a. Annual Meetings shall be held in districts according to the following rotation 
plan .... Proposed change: Delete this item, 8.a. The rotation plan for the Annual 
Meeting has been changed in recent years due to hurricanes. The rotation plan for the 
Annual Meeting is listed in its updated form in the Conference UMW Guidelines, 
“Annual Meeting Guidelines,” page 20. 

8. b. The committee shall select a suitable place within the designated district and 
report the availability one year in advance to the Executive Committee. 

Proposed change: Change the designation from 8. b. to 8. a. 

School of Christian Mission 

1. The Dean and Assistant Dean shall be elected for two (2) years at a School of 

Christian Mission planning meeting by and from the current committee. They shall 
attend training provided by the Women’s Division. They shall alternate positions the 
second year. Proposed change: Delete “They 

shall alternate positions the second year.” Add “ A new Assistant Dean shall be elect¬ 
ed each year. The Assistant Dean shall serve as Dean in the second year of her term.” 

2. The Conference Treasurer shall be registrar. 

Proposed change: Add “with her designee, approved by the Executive Committee, 
to work closely with her. The designee shall be appointed to serve for one year for 
Conference events, such as the School of Christian Mission, Annual Meeting, etc. 

The Treasurer and her designee shall be bonded for each Conference event.” 

Leadership 

2. a. The time between the election of the treasurer and the assumption of her 
duties shall be a time of training which she shall work with the retiring treasurer, 
especially in preparing the fourth quarterly report. . . . 

Proposed change: Add the word “in” between “training” and “which”. 

2. b. In the event of the death of the treasurer of the conference organization or the 
disability of the treasurer to the extent that she is unable to discharge the duties of that 
office, the president of the conference organization shall be authorized and empow¬ 
ered to draw and sign checks on behalf of said organization. 

Proposed change: In the event of the death of the treasurer of the conference organi¬ 
zation or the disability of the treasurer to the extent that she is unable to discharge the 
duties of that office, the president of the conference organization shall be authorized 
and empowered to draw and sign checks and maintain the records on behalf of said 
organization until such time as an interim treasurer is appointed. 
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Meet the 2011 United Methodist Women nominated slate of officers 


Brenda Marks 

Brenda Marks was bom 
in Gulfport, MS. She 
received her BA Degree 
from Tennessee State 
University in Nashville, 

Tenn. She did substitute 
teaching for a short length 
of time. She retired from 
Tulane University as a Grant Manager. 
Brenda is a member of St. Matthew’s 
UMC in Metairie, La. She has served in 
her church as Chair of the Board of 
Tmstees, and a member of the Permanent 
Endowment Committee. She has also 
served as Vice President and Education and 
Interpretation and is presently the President 
of her local UMW unit. She is Education 
and Interpretation Coordinator of the 
UMW New Orleans District. She is also a 
member of the Staff Parish Relations 
Committee and the Church Council at St. 
Matthew’s. She is a nominee for the office 
of treasurer for the conference UMW. She 
is married and has two children and three 
grandchildren. 

Laura Salguero 

Laura Salguero, a 
Monroe District UMW 
member for over 15 years, 
is a member of McGuire 
UMC in West Monroe. 

She served as UMW Social 
Action Coordinator on both Laura 
the local and district level Salguero 
for four years and Secretary for Program 
Resources on both the local and district 
level for four years. She also served as a 
Circle Leader for several years. Laura is 
also the Peace with Justice Coordinator of 
the Louisiana Conference of the UMC and 
is a member of the Louisiana Conference 
Board of Church and Society. 

Laura received her B.S. in Nursing from 
ULM in 1975. She is a retired Navy Nurse 
Corps Officer and is presently employed at 
St. Francis Medical Center in Monroe. 

She is married to Diego Salguero and 
has one son and three grandchildren. 

Laura Salguero possesses a keen interest 
in social justice and is nominated for Social 
Action Coordinator for Louisiana 
Conference UMW for 2011-2012. 

Carrie Roy 

Carrie Roy resides in 
Harvey, LA and attends 
Boynton UMC in Gretna, 

LA. In her local church she 
has held numerous offices, 
including Administrative 
Council chair, youth coor¬ 
dinator, and Vice President 
of UMW. Currently, she is Membership 
Secretary, Social Actions coordinator and a 
member of the Finance and Staff Pastor 
Parish Relations Committees. She also 
teaches VBS and is a member of the choir. 
She’s the former New Orleans District 
Spiritual Growth coordinator and now 
serves on the Conference Nominations 
committee in the class of 2012. She has 
been a youth study leader for the Louisiana 
Conference School of Christian 
Mission.Her professional experience has 
been in the corporate setting. She is retired 
from Prudential Financial and is employed 



Carrie Roy 
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Brenda Marks 


part-time with Second Harvest Food Bank 
of New Orleans and Acadiana Parishes. 
Reading, singing, and going to the movies 
are some of her hobbies. She is the mother 
of three grown sons and has four grand¬ 
sons. 

Judy Willis 

Judy Willis is a resident 
of Homer, Louisiana. She is 
married to retired Rev. 

Terry C. Willis, who is still 
serving a small church in 
their area. They have 3 
sons, Rev. Ricky Willis 
serving Pineville Church, 

Rev. Gary Willis serving Aldersgate UMC 
in Slidell and Mark Lee Willis. Judy has 
served as Vice President for the past 2 
years. Judy assists in implementing pro¬ 
grams for the Conference, setting UMW 
goals and serving as liaison for our 
Mission agencies. She served as the Asst. 
Dean of School of Christian Missions 2010 
and will serve as Dean for 2011. 

Juanita Lagard 

Juanita Lagard is a 
member of Mason UMC in 
Berwick where she has held 
various positions. She is the 
President of her local 
UMW unit. Juanita is the 
past President for the 
Acadiana District and for¬ 
mer chairperson for 
Acadiana Daughenbaugh- Matheny 
Scholarship. She is currently a member of 
Conference Ministry team and starting her 
second term as the Louisiana Conference 
UMW Spiritual Growth Coordinator. 
Juanita is married to Arthur Lagard and 
they are the parents of one daughter, Evita 
Lagard. 

Judith M. (Judy) Nugent 

Judith M. (Judy) Nugent 
attended Northwestern 
State University where she 
majored in secondary edu¬ 
cation and minored in 
library science. She is mar¬ 
ried to Leavy Nugent. 

They are the parents of 
three children and have four grandchildren. 

Judy has worked as Asst. Parish 
Librarian in Coushatta, LA for the Bossier- 
Red River Parish Library System; as com¬ 
mercial supervisor for the NW District 
office of Century Telephone Enterprises; 
and as Branch Manager for Citizen’s Bank 
& Trust Co. in their Plain Dealing branch. 
Judy is a member of FUMC Plain Dealing 
where she serves as pianist, sings in the 
choir, and is president of her local UMW. 
She has served the Shreveport District as 
Membership, Nurture, and Outreach 
Coordinator, Treasurer, and is currently 
serving as Education and Interpretation 
Coordinator. 

Bettye Watson 

Bettye Watson lives in Denham Springs, 
LA and is active in her local church, 
Roberts United Methodist Church, being a 
fourth generation Methodist. She has held 
positions in her Sunday School, most 
recently being Sunday School 
Superintendent. Bettye is past president of 
the local UMW and has held the office of 
Education and Interpretation. She is most 



Judy Nugent 






Judy Willis 


interested in the Reading Program and has 
encouraged her unit to participate. She 
also participates in her District activities. 
She is a graduate of Southern University 
and has teaching experience in her commu¬ 


nity. She is presently retired and continues 
to work in the area of Behavioral Studies 
and Counseling She is motivated to help 
others and looks forward to being an asset 
to the Committee on Nominations. 


UMW Committee on Nominations 

Slate of New Officers 
To be elected for 2011-2012 

Treasurer - Brenda Marks 
Social Action - Laura Salguero 
Chair, Committee on Nominations - Carrie Roy 

Slate of Returning Officers 
To be elected for 2011-2012 

Vice-President - Judy Willis 
Spiritual Growth - Juanita Lagard 
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 
To be Elected for Four years 
Class of 2014 - Judy Nugent 
Class of 2014 - Bettye Watson 


Calling United Methodist Women to Ubuntu journey to Brazil 


Applications are now being accepted for 
the Ubuntu, Brazil Journey, scheduled for 
November 9-21, 2010 and there are 8 
openings for United Methodist Women 
across the church. The Ubuntu Journeys 
are supported by the Women’s Division of 
The United Methodist Church and Global 
Ministries. 

The objective of the journey is to build 
missional bridges between US and 


Brazilian Methodist women. 

Cost is $3,500 exclusive of USA 
domestic airfare. For team member appli¬ 
cation forms and additional information go 
to http://new.gbgm- 

umc.org/umw/work/mission-service-oppor- 
tunities/ubuntu-explorers/ or, you may con¬ 
tact Jeanie Blankenbaker at 
jbumvimny@aol.com or 843-342-7092. 


Note from Treasurer 


Our local units and District giving is as follows: 

Pledge 2010 Pledge to date 5 Star Giving 

Disticts $213,000 $59596.57 $72,723.71 

Other 

Totals $213,000 $59596.57 $72,723.71 


Total Giving 
$89,247.64 
$35,751.14 
$124,998.78 


We had a request from the Bishop to give to UMCOR for the Haiti Earthquake dis¬ 
aster. I am proud to say we as UMW gave $18,966.77 


Ribbons 

Ribbons for the 37th Annual Meeting will be available at time of registration. There 
will be a limited number of past year,s ribbons also available to purchase. All pro¬ 
ceeds will go toward our Conference pledge. 


2010 UMW 
Retiring Officers 

Treasurer-Laurie Seeger 
(2 years) 

Social Action-Barbara Ferguson 
(4 years) 

Committee on Nominations 

Jonelle Walker (4 years) 

Patricia Watson (4 years) 
Shannon Rachal (2 years) 


You are invited to view the 
following documents on the 
UMW website: 

www.la-umc.org 

(click ministries then laity then UM 
women) 

“31-derful Ways to say Thanks” 
Calendar 

Registration form for Annual 
Meeting/DELT 2010 
Mission Candle Form 
Retiring Officer information 
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UMCOR: Navigating a landscape of help and hope in Haiti 


BY CYNTHIA FIERRO HARVEY 

Over the course of our 70-year history 
in relief and recovery work around the 
world—from Louisiana to Indonesia—the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) has learned that recovery fol¬ 
lowing a catastrophic event takes time if it 
is to be effective. This has never been so 
true as it has been in Haiti since a 7.0-mag- 
nitude earthquake rocked the country on 
January 12, 2010. The destruction the 
earthquake caused is unprecedented, and 
our efforts in relief and recovery also must 
be unprecedented in terms of creativity, 
patience and perseverance. 

Recent news reports focused on Haiti 
six months after the earthquake paint a pic¬ 
ture of frustration that many of us have 
known firsthand these past months. But we 
must remember that long before the earth¬ 
quake struck, Haiti already was devastated 
by decades of poverty and broken infra¬ 
structure. The event of January 12 accentu¬ 
ated already existing problems. 

UMCOR has experienced many of the 
same frustrations that the news reports 
describe, particularly with regard to diffi¬ 
cult supply and distribution chains. Poor 
road systems, broken roads, the lack of 
vehicles and other transport, and the 
unavailability of storage space, among 
other factors, converge to make relief 


efforts extremely complex. Haitian govern¬ 
ment restrictions have made the building of 
transitional and permanent structures slow 
and difficult, and sorting out land owner¬ 
ship for this purpose is also a challenge. 
Frankly, everything in post-earthquake 
Haiti is a challenge. 

Yet UMCOR, along with our partners, is 
helping to lay a foundation we hope will 
sustain Haiti and support Haitians’ efforts 
to rebuild their country and their lives. 

One of UMCOR’s primary partners on 
the ground in Haiti is the Eglise Metodiste 
d’Haiti (the Methodist Church of Haiti, 
EMH). Through it, UMCOR has not only 
identified areas of immediate need but also 
those that require long-term recovery and 
development. With input from EMH and 
other partners, UMCOR has elaborated a 
five-year plan that addresses both short- 
and long-term needs associated with educa¬ 
tion, shelter, food security, safe water, 
and the rebuilding of livelihoods, includ¬ 
ing microcredit, agriculture assistance, and 
others. 

To date, 75 teams comprised of both 
American volunteers and Haitians are 
scheduled to work together in 2010 to help 
remove rubble and restore many areas of 
Haiti. In addition, UMCOR coordinates 
with other nongovernmental organizations 
under the leadership of the United Nations 


to address recovery challenges specific to 
the areas of shelter, education, livelihoods, 
water, and sanitation. 

While the work has been painstaking, 
we celebrate every small step of progress. 
In a situation like that of post-earthquake 
Haiti, often the greatest gift an individual 
or organization can offer is the gift of pres¬ 
ence, and UMCOR has been present from 
the start. 

News reports indicate that a total of $5.3 
billion has been pledged to Haiti recovery, 
but it has been slow to materialize. 
Nevertheless, committed United Methodist 
congregations and individuals all over the 
world have contributed more than $40 mil¬ 
lion to UMCOR’s Haiti Emergency fund. 
Of these resources, UMCOR has already 
earmarked more than $15 million for 
immediate and long-term relief. 

These relief funds provide clean water, 
food aid, medical care, school tents, and 
health kits; support community health proj¬ 
ects, rehabilitation, and prosthesis pro¬ 
grams; help clear rubble; and repair dam¬ 
aged schools, orphanages, homes, and 
places of worship. They are used to build 
transitional shelters and schools, and to 
equip schools, teachers, and students with 
furniture, school kits, and other educational 
supplies. They also are destined for the 
development of livelihoods programs 


focused on long-term, sustainable econom¬ 
ic recovery and food security; and to sup¬ 
port Haitian medical evacuees, their fami¬ 
lies, and communities in the United States. 

But how are we to overcome the hurdles 
and address the challenges that lie in our 
path? We must do what faith communities 
have been called to do for centuries—feed 
the hungry, clothe the naked, and give 
water to the thirsty for as long as it takes. 
We can blame government, the lack of 
infrastructure, and red tape for the difficul¬ 
ties and impediments, but that is not pro¬ 
ductive. The one thing that is not only pro¬ 
ductive but fruitful is to remain faithful to 
our call to love our neighbor. 

Today, I celebrate the faithfulness of 
United Methodists and of all people of 
goodwill who have responded with extrav¬ 
agant generosity to UMCOR’s call for soli¬ 
darity with the people of Haiti; who contin¬ 
ue to be patient and to persevere as, togeth¬ 
er, we navigate a landscape of hope in Haiti 
like none before. 

To learn more, please visit UMCOR’s 
Haiti Emergency page at umcor.org. To 
support UMCOR’s relief and recovery 
work in Haiti, please visit 
www.umcorhaiti.org. 

*Cynthia Fierro Harvey is the head of 
the United Methodist Committee on Relief 
(UMCOR) 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission deploys teams to Haiti 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 
(LAVIM) currently has three teams sched¬ 
uled to help with the reconstruction of key 
structures of the Methodist Church in 
Haiti. Teams will serve Oct. 18-24, 

2010 under the leadership of Rev. Jerry 
Hilbun; March 7-14, 2011 led by Rick Van 
Loon; and April 25-May 2, 2011, led by 
Tracy MacKenzie. Team costs are approxi¬ 
mately $1,500 per person depending upon 
airfare. The fee includes lodging, meals, 
airfare, in-country travel, insurance, admin¬ 
istration fees and translators. 

Due to the very limited infrastructure 
presently in existence in Haiti, teams are 
limited to no fewer than five persons 
and no more than ten persons. All team 
leaders must be certified in UMVIM train¬ 
ing by LAVIM and have past LAVIM lead¬ 


ership experience. LAVIM Team Leader 
Certification Training will be held Jan. 21- 
22 at the Louisiana Conference Center in 
Woodworth. Preference is given to 
prospective team members who will com¬ 
mit to serving as a future team leader with¬ 
in 12 months of their return from Haiti. 

All participants must depart Louisiana 
and arrive in Haiti on the same flights. 
Flight arrangements are made by LAVIM 
and team members will depart from one 
location in Louisiana or an airport nearest 
to or chosen by the team leader. Departures 
are often decided in regard to the lowest 
airfare rates. LAVIM will be in constant 
communication with our UMVIM staff in 
Haiti and will advise the team leader as 
often as necessary. About six weeks before 
your departure, LAVIM will be informed 


and will be in touch with the team 
leader regarding specific project assign¬ 
ment and any special information. A mini¬ 
mum of $3,500 in project funds is request¬ 
ed by UMCOR and is due no later than 
five weeks before departure. Matching 
funds may be available if funds are 
received in a timely manner. Team leaders 
are in contact with LAVIM regarding the 
guidelines. 

Please be aware that some work sites 
still do not have power. Volunteers needing 
power for breathing machines or refrigera¬ 
tion for medicines are encouraged to volun¬ 
teer for other LAVIM teams. At this time, 
Haiti simply may not be able to accommo¬ 
date this important need. 

Lodging is safe but teams can be 
assigned to tent lodging with raised floor¬ 


ing. Prospective team members must com¬ 
plete legal documents including a signed 
physician’s approval for travel and work in 
Haiti. Volunteers will need to consult with 
their physician regarding any necessary or 
recommended immunizations. 

We appreciate your patience as LAVIM 
and the United Methodist Church establish¬ 
es this endeavor in cooperation with the 
Methodist Church of Haiti. To stay posted 
on developments in our UMVIM response 
in Haiti, you may want to subscribe to 
the bi-weekly email newsletter at 
www.umvimhaiti.org. 

Those desiring more information 
regarding missions to Haiti as a future team 
leader or volunteer team member should 
contact Larry Norman, director of LAVIM 
at (225) 346-1646. 
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Youth serve Alexandria area during Weekend of the Cross 




More than 65 youth and adults from across the state gathered June 22-25 in Alexandria for Weekend of The Cross, a worship and mission weekend. 

The four-day event, entitled ‘Open Arms,” was offered this year for the first time in the Alexandria District. The project got its start in Ruston, and has spread in recent years to 
Shreveport and the North Shore, where similar events are hosted annually. Participating youth are shown as they work on home projects throughout the area. 


Weekend of the Cross 

More than 65 youth and adults from 
across the state gathered June 22-25 in 
Alexandria for Weekend of The Cross 
(WOTC), a worship and mission weekend. 

The four-day event, entitled “Open 
Arms,” was offered this year for the first 
time in the Alexandria District. The project 
got its start in Ruston, and has spread in 
recent years to Shreveport and the North 
Shore, where similar events are hosted 
annually. 

Work teams were housed at Louisiana 
State University in Alexandria. Every 
morning, teams were deployed into the 
community to work on home projects for 
elderly, disabled and disadvantaged resi¬ 
dents in and around Alexandria. 

After each hard day of work, volunteers 
gathers for evening worship at Horseshoe 
Drive United Methodist Church. Rev. Juan 
Huertes, pastor of Squyres United 
Methodist Church in Ragley, served as 
spiritual director. 

Youth participating in Weekend of the 
Cross must have completed sixth through 
twelfth grades. 


Downsville UMC to 
celebrate 155 years 

Downsville United Methodist Church in 
Union Parish will celebrate its 155th 
anniversary on Sunday, Sept. 12. Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson will bring the mes¬ 
sage during 9:30 a.m. worship. Lunch will 
be served, and there will be time for visit¬ 
ing old friends. All former pastors, former 
District Superintendents, former members 
and friends of the church are invited to 
attend. Please R.S.V.P. by Sept. 1 to P.O. 
Box 86, Downsville, LA 71234. 


A Will is Like a Mirror. 




I'M IB) METHODIST 

Foundation 

- flf - 

I- Jib or.} '.Lfc.-h I. ,W1< t ffiLp 


225.346.1535 

800.256.9317 


It reflects you and your core values. It 
will impact the people and causes you 
hold most dear. 

Look at your will. Do you like what 
you see? The values in the legacy you 
will leave? 

Does it include your United Methodist 
church or favorite ministry? Are you 
passing on your important faith values 
to future generations? 


<- 


Find out all you need to know 
about wills at 

www.umfgiving.org 






















For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster response efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
website at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM Disaster 
Response Center at 
(225) 346-5193 
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Cambodian Mission Center 



Joseph and Marilyn Chan, both GBGM missionaries to Cambodia since 1998, were pictured in front of the Louisiana United 
Methodist Church area offices in Baton Rouge during a recent visit to the conference. The Chans are raising support and funds 
for the completion of a Methodist mission center in Siem Riep, Cambodia. The center offers vital programs targeted at training 
local men and women to make a living on their own. 

Cambodian missionaries visit Louisiana conference 


Rev. Joseph Chan believes strongly in 
the adage, “Give a man a fish and you 
feed him for a day. Teach him how to 
fish, and you feed him for life.” 

That belief fuels his efforts to com¬ 
plete the construction of a new Methodist 
mission center in Siem Riep, Cambodia. 

Chan and his wife Marilyn, both 
GBGM missionaries to Cambodia since 
1998, have worked with existing struc¬ 
tures at the site of the Methodist mission 
center to begin a number of vital pro¬ 
grams targeted at training local men and 
women to make a living on their own. 
Programs like Faith Engine Ministries 
(teaching repair of small engines, espe¬ 
cially motorcycles), Community Health 
and Agricultural Development, and vari¬ 
ous women’s empowerment and liveli¬ 
hood projects have helped many in a 
country where 40 percent of its people 
live under the poverty line. 

The Siem Reap Methodist Mission has 


also started a health clinic and worship 
services. An existing building is used as a 
dorm to house mission teams serving the 
people of the area. 

Hosted by the Louisiana Cambodian 
Initiative and Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission (LAVIM), the Chans recently 
completed a tour of local churches 
throughout the Louisiana Conference dur¬ 
ing which they shared their hopes and 
plans for the expansion of the mission 
center. These two ministries of the 
Louisiana United Methodist Conference 
have embarked on a plan to raise $45,000 
over the next three years to complete 
construction of the facility. 

Part of the plan is a large multi-pur¬ 
pose building designed to serve as a site 
for educational classes, church activities 
and worship. The facility will also house 
an Integrated Farming Model, an 
HIV/AIDS educational unit, basic school 
and theological studies in the near future. 


A parsonage will be added, dorms for 
boys and girls will be completed, and 
classes in English, carpentry, computers 
and more will be expanded. 

The Siem Reap Methodist Mission has 
faced its share of challenges, enduring 
financial difficulties and a lack of local 
support because of low numbers of 
Christian believers in the area. Much has 
changed for the center since its inception 
due to the development of additional 
higher education venues in the area and 
the fast growth of service industries that 
support the needs of 4 million tourists to 
the Siem Reap area every year. (These 
tourists are drawn to this part of the coun¬ 
try largely to visit the Ankor Wat temple 
complex.) These important changes have 
stimulated an influx of Christians, many 
who have become Methodists. 

The mission center project has excited 
many in Louisiana who have served on 

See Cambodia, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Five years later 


On August 29, 2005 I and my family 
were in Woodward, Oklahoma participat¬ 
ing in the funeral service for my beloved 
father-in-law. Before and after the serv¬ 
ice we watched the television accounts of 
Hurricane Katrina’s destructive landfall. 
But it was the next day that the most 
devastating news for Louisiana began to 
fill the newscasts. The levees of New 
Orleans were weakening and then broke 
under the pressure of the storm surge. 

The Crescent City and surrounding com¬ 
munities were flooding and thousands of 
people were stranded in a bowl-like, 
below sea-level city from which the surg¬ 
ing waters would not drain. Then the 
nightmare began that still haunts the 
souls of Louisianans. The Superdome 
became a shelter in a matter of hours. 
Helicopters were engaged in rescuing 
people from their rooftops. Dead bodies 
were seen floating in canals, while others 
who could not escape their flooding 
houses were simply enveloped in watery 
graves. The National Guard was 
deployed to keep order and stop the loot¬ 
ing that was ravaging the inner city. A 
scene that no one thought possible on 
United States soil unfolded before the 
viewing public and sent our hearts into 
horrific spasms. 

Five years and three additional 
destructive hurricanes later (Rita (Sept. 
23, 2005), Gustav (Sept. 1, 2008) and Ike 
(Sept. 13, 2008) and an unprecedented 
oil spill that has disrupted and destroyed 
the ecology, environment, and economy 
of an entire region) we stop and remem¬ 
ber Katrina. What have we learned from 
this Grand Dame of Hurricanes, and her 
sister and brothers? 

THE CONNECTION IS AMAZING 
AND LIFE GIVING! Immediately 
UMCOR was in Louisiana helping us 
respond to the basic needs of the people. 
They have never left our side. They 
have shepherded us through five years of 
response, and are still with us as the 
United Methodists are still fully engaged 
in recovery - the last of the major 
denominations “on the ground.” The 
outpouring of money, people, prayers, 
goods, and love has been staggering. 
Without the Church we would not have 
been able to respond as we have. The 
federal government, the state govern¬ 
ment, and the parish governments - all 
have been ultimately dependent on the 
Church to do the work of response and 
recovery. 

WE WERE ABLE TO GO WHERE 
WE NEVER WOULD HAVE GONE 
WITHOUT KATRINA! AND GOD IS 
THERE! Disciples are fewer, but disci- 
pleship is much stronger. We have come 
to realize the essence of the gospel: it is 
not about us and our well being. The 
mission of the church is about reaching 
out to a hurting society and world with 
the life saving message and love of Jesus 
Christ. We lost church buildings and 
congregations, but we gained the Church. 
Several congregations have merged to 


make sustainable 
bodies of faith and 
have forgotten about 
neighborhoods, race, 
social class, etc. in 
doing so. More than 
one church now 
reflects the face of 
the population of 
Louisiana - inter- 
generational, cross- 
racial, and commit¬ 
ted to reaching the 
lonely and lost with the Good News. 

WE DISCOVERED THAT 
WOUNDED LIVES NOT ONLY SUR¬ 
VIVE, THEY ARE STRENGTHENED! 
In the initial aftermath of Katrina there 
was chaos, blaming, anger, unrealistic 
expectations, and a sense of lostness that 
was crippling. But as the days wore into 
weeks, then months, and then years we 
came to realize that if we didn’t help our¬ 
selves and make something positive out 
of a devastating situation, we would just 
sink further into the muck and mire of 
the destruction. When we began to “pick 
up our beds and walk,” it was then that 
we began to be healthy and strong. 

Today you will find a stronger United 
Methodist presence than before Katrina. 
That is because the people of the church¬ 
es are stronger people as a result of this 
tragedy. 

WE KNOW THAT OUR RELIANCE 
IS ON GOD AND GOD ALONE. The 
various forms of government, and even 
the institutional Church cannot save us 
from destruction and decline. It is God 
who has formed us, God who has 
brought us through the waters, and God 
who will lead us into tomorrow. 

We no longer have a sense of bitter¬ 
ness, mistrust and mistreatment among 
us. Instead there is an atmosphere of cel¬ 
ebration that we are here! We celebrate 
that God is our refuge and our strength. 
We live by the sentiment of an old hymn, 
“Many things about tomorrow I don’t 
seem to understand, but I know who 
holds tomorrow and I know who holds 
my hand.” 

On August 29, the churches of 
Louisiana will gather to remember the 
destruction, deaths, and discouragement 
of Katrina. But we also will gather in 
celebration that “we have come this far 
by faith!” And it won’t be surprising if 
after the moments of silence and remem¬ 
brance have passed that we will break 
out in a Second Line, a joy-filled dance 
line of expression of happiness that per¬ 
meates Louisiana culture and that 
bespeaks our indomitable spirits. And 
the song that spurs the Second Line will 
fill our hearts once again - “Oh Lord, we 
want to be in that number . . . .” May it 
be so! 
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Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Be a part of 

The Path of Spiritual Leadership 2010 - 2011 


A four-retreat course offered by 
The Academy for Spiritual Leadership 

Connecting to Our Calling 

Rev. Dr. Mark Fowler, Retreat Leader 
Garrett Evangelical Theological Seminary 
Chicago, Illinois 
October 7-9, 2010 

Connecting to Our Souls 

Rev. Jane Vennard, Retreat Leader 
lliff School of Theology, 

Denver, Colorado 
November 18-20, 2010 

Connecting to the Church and Community 

Rev. Dr. Luther Smith, Retreat Leader 
Candler School of Theology, Emory University 
Atlanta, Georgia 
January 27-29, 2011 

Connecting to Our Faith Journey 

Dr. Marcia McFee, Retreat Leader 
Worship Institute 
Truckee, California 
April 28-30, 2011 Grant Schroek 



“As the Baton Rouge District lay leader, I’m always encouraging 
folks to look more closely at their spiritual formation and develop¬ 
ment. As United Methodists, we spend a lot of time in meetings 
doing the work of the church, but we sometimes neglect the activ¬ 
ities that feed our soul. The Path of Spiritual Leadership was 
clearly the best thing I have done for my own spiritual develop¬ 
ment. The program is very intentional about bringing in excellent 
speakers who give a broad range of ideas and suggestions, many 
of which I have put into practice.” 

-Grant Schroek, Jefferson United Methodist Church 


All retreats begin with registration at 5 p.m. on Thursday at The Wesley Center, in 
Woodworth, La. The retreats close with Holy Communion at 11 a.m. on Saturday. 

The cost for all four retreats is $400. One-half ($200) is due by Oct. 7, 2010; and the other 
half ($200) is due by Jan. 27, 2011. 

This path is designed as a course that includes all four retreats. Prior to submitting your 
application, please check your calendar to make sure you are available to attend each ses¬ 
sion. 


Louisiana Conference 1 


William W. Hutchinson Resident Bishop 

Don Cottrill Provost 

Betty Backstrom Editor 

Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual Conference 
of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 

Subscriptions are $20 for one year, $30 for two years. 

(Please make checks payable to Louisiana Annual Conference.) 

Send subscriptions, news and information to: 

Editor 

527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
email: bettybackstrom@la-umc.org 
(888) 239-5286 ext. 227 
(225) 346-1646, (225) 383-2652 fax 

You can find the Louisiana Annual Conference on the Internet at 
http://www. Ia-umc.org 
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Rev. David Bricker, pastor of Ingleside United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, stands in front of the church’s newly built sanctuary with Whitney Badinger, church administrative 
assistant. Ingleside UMC consecrated the new sanctuary Aug. 15 during a service led by Rev. Bricker. The church complex, nestled in the Capital Heights area, suffered a fire on 
Jan. 30, 2007 which completely destroyed the former sanctuary. East Baton Rouge Parish firefighters battled the blaze for hours, but only the copper steeple survived after the 
ashes settled. 


Ingleside United Methodist Church rebuilt after fire of 2007 


Ingleside United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge consecrated a new sanctuary 
Aug. 15 during a service led by Rev. David 
Bricker, pastor. 

The church complex, nestled in the 
Capital Heights area, suffered a fire on Jan. 
30, 2007 which completely destroyed the 
sanctuary. East Baton Rouge Parish fire¬ 
fighters battled the blaze for hours, but 
only the copper steeple survived after the 
ashes settled 

Rev. Bricker, who began serving the 
congregation two years ago, is proud of the 
progress made by the church since the fire 
dealt its devastating blow. “The members 
of this congregation have worked hard to 
keep ministry going and to serve the sur¬ 


rounding community and neighborhood to 
the fullest,” he said of the church that bills 
itself as “A church with a heart in the heart 
of the city.” 

Ingleside UMC, like many mid-city 
churches, began to decline in membership 
in recent years. “The surrounding neighbor¬ 
hood had an aging population, and the fire 
added to the situation,” said Rev. Bricker. 
“But now, a lot of the houses surrounding 
the church are being refurbished by 
younger people ... a lot of people with 
bicycles and dogs,” he said with a laugh. 

So Ingleside is capitalizing on this 
influx of a younger population by targeting 
the group and meeting their needs. The 
church recently hosted a block party 


attended by nearly 175 people. “We billed 
the party as a thank you to the neighbor¬ 
hood for all the prayers and support follow¬ 
ing the fire,” said Rev. Bricker. Guests 
enjoyed games, food and music as they 
gathered in Jubilee Park, located directly 
behind the church. 

Church members have participated in 
several prayer walks through the neighbor¬ 
hood and have distributed thousands of fly¬ 
ers inviting people to visit the church. “We 
have met a lot of people that way. We were 
always asked about the construction and 
when it would be completed. Lots of peo¬ 
ple commented how nice it will be to just 
walk or ride their bikes to church,” he 
added. 


An indicator of recent growth in the 
church is evident in the larger numbers in 
youth and children’s programs. “We now 
have a developing youth program which 
keeps getting larger. Our Sunday School 
classes are growing and we now have 
babies in the nursery. I would say that 
attendance is up 20 percent over this time 
last year.” 

Rev. Bricker added that their successful 
annual stewardship campaign and capital 
campaign for the rebuilding of the sanctu¬ 
ary are good indicators that members are 
excited and in full support the growth that 
is yet to come. 




Rev. Bricker applauds the members of Ingleside’s congregation who have ‘Worked hard to keep ministry going and to serve the surrounding community and neighborhood to the 
fullest.” Signs outside the church buildings promote Ingleside UMC as “A church with a heart in the heart of the city.” The side view of the new sanctuary is impressive as 
motorists, bikers and pedestrians travel west on Capital Heights Avenue. 
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Churches making a 

Wesley Chapel UMC - 


difference around the Louisiana Conference 

Ruston Benton UMC rethinks evangelism 



Wesley Chapel United Methodist Church in Ruston (Monroe District) recently held 
Vacation Bible School with the theme “Galactic Blast: A Cosmic Adventure Praising 
God!” Thirty-three children attended with 20 adults and youth helping. For their mission 
project, the children collected $1,440 to be given to Heifer International to purchase 12 
goats for needy families. 


Benton United Methodist Church used 
creativity in “rethinking evangelism” with 
a summer series entitled “Super Summer 
Sundays.” 

The series of seven services featured a 
different focus each Sunday from July 4 - 
Aug. 15. A “God and Country Celebration” 
held July 4 was followed by a July 11 serv¬ 
ice with “Ask the Pastor” as the theme. 
Worshippers were encouraged to text or 
twitter their questions to the pastor before 
Sunday to be answered during the mes¬ 
sage. 

“Bluegrass Sunday” featured a local 
bluegrass band which led the congregation¬ 
al singing and special music. “Youth 
Sunday” showcased the church’s own 
youth worship band, Bringing Two. 

Attendees brought backpacks filled 
with school supplies on “Back to School 


Backpack Sunday.” The items were conse¬ 
crated and delivered to indigent families in 
the community before the beginning of the 
new school year. On Aug. 8, “Beach BUM 
Sunday” featured an afternoon of eating, 
swimming, volleyball and games at 
Cypress Lake Park after morning worship. 

The series culminated on Aug. 15 
with “Friendship Day.” Benton UMC 
members were encouraged to invite their 
“un-churched and de-churched” friends to 
worship services. The member who regis¬ 
tered the most invited guests on that day 
was be rewarded with a Caribbean cruise 
for two. “Un-churched” guests were 
defined as persons who have never made a 
profession of faith in Jesus Christ and had 
no church affiliation. A “de-churched” per¬ 
son was one who has been inactive in a 
Christian congregation in the past months. 


Mt . Zion UMC gives scholarships 


St. Mark UMC - Alexandria 



St. Mark United Methodist Church in Alexandria recently celebrated Father’s Day with a 
special picnic held at The Wesley Center pavilion in Woodworth. The women of the 
church prepared a ‘feast” of barbeque chicken, ribs and sausage along with baked 
beans, potato salad and all the ‘trimmings.” Each father was given a gift card to his 
favorite restaurant, and there were door prizes for guests. Rev. Ossie Clark is pastor of 
St. Mark UMC. 

Acadiana District lay speakers meet 



The Acadiana District committee for Lay Speakers met on Aug. 7 at First United 
Methodist Church in Franklin. Those in attendance were, front row, Charlene Smith 
(chairman) and Jane Blackwell. Also pictured are Rev. Clifton Conrad, Walter 
Shoemaker and Ron Sarver. Committee members not pictured are Scott Sutton and 
Debra Anderson. 


Rev. Lawrence P. Gaines, pastor of 
Mount Zion United Methodist Church in 
New Orleans, and the Mount Zion UMC 
Scholarship Committee recently announced 
the recipients for the 2010-2011 Mount 
Zion UMC Scholarships totaling $5,112. 

The recipients are Kandyce Franklin, 
senior at Dillard University; Sidnie 
Jackson, freshman at Xavier University; 
Cameron Johnson, sophomore at 
University of New Orleans; Kristen Lonon, 
senior at Louisiana State University; Ryan 


St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 
will hold its 30th annual Fall Show Oct. 8 
from 9 a.m.-7 p.m. and Oct. 9 from 9 a.m.- 
3 p.m. in the church located at 6017 
Camphor St. in Metairie. 

There will be crafters from throughout 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas showing 
hand-crafted and unique items, including 
handmade jewelry, yard art, painted glass¬ 
ware, monogrammed items, handmade 
crosses, ornaments, and more. 

Lunch will be served both days, as well 
as dinner on Friday evening. Shoppers can 
choose from pulled pork sandwiches, ham¬ 
burgers, hot dogs, chicken, potato salad, 
chili and an assortment of desserts. 

Also available are frozen entrees such 


Shelling, sophomore at University of 
Southern Mississippi; and Kristine Wilson, 
sophomore at Louisiana State University. 

As Mount Zion continues to rebuild, 
the Scholarship Committee wishes to thank 
all visitors to and members of Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church for their support. 
Special thanks to all those who have made 
contributions by way of Scholarship 
Sundays, special gifts, and all other oppor¬ 
tunities to give. 

to hold Fall Show 

as gumbo, red beans and rice, hot tamales, 
white beans, soups and more. 

Profits from the show are dedicated to 
missions, including the Louisiana 
Methodist Children’s Home, United 
Methodist Committee on Relief, Dulac 
Community Center, North Rampart 
Community Center, and local church 
needs. 

Missionaries in Cambodia will benefit 
from the sale of items made in Cambodia, 
such as purses, shawls, scarves and ties. 

For more information, contact St. 
Matthew’s UMC at (504) 888-1155. 


St. Matthew’s UMC 


Broadmoor UMC Fall Luncheon slated 


Broadmoor United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge is hosting its Fall Event and 
Luncheon Oct. 12 at the church, located at 
10230 Mollylea Drive. 

The theme for this year’s event is 
“Spreading Sunshine Through Missions.” 
Featured at the event are a luncheon, silent 
auction, book store, bake shop and Re- 
Boutique shop. 

The luncheon, which begins at 11:30 
a.m., will feature church models dressed in 
simple attire and accessorized by fashion 
“icon” Linda Ward Dalton. 

The shopping area will be open at 10:30 
a.m. In the shopping nook, a bake shop 


will feature homemade breads, cakes and 
more. 

Last year, 99.05 percent of the monies 
raised were given to missions like Dulac 
Community Center, UMCOR, McDonnell 
Children's Home, North Rampart 
Community Center, HOPE Ministries and 
Southeast Ministries. 

Tickets for the luncheon are $10 per 
person or a table of eight for $80. To pur¬ 
chase tickets, please call Jane Cope at 
(225) 752-6432. 

For more info on this event, contact 
Nell at (225) 753-4358. 

























AUGUST 27, 2010 


Louisiana 


Conference^^ 


5 


Youth Ignite 2010 

(formerly called Fall Convo) 

A celebration of fun, fellowship and worship! 

September 11, 2010 
11 a.m. until 3 p.m. 

(Check-in begins at 10:15 a.m.) . ,, 

Let’s see 

some ID! 

Youth in grades 7™ - 12™ and Adult Workers with Youth 
are invited to come to The Wesley Center. 

There must be one adult counselor (21 years of age or older) for every one-to-ten youth participants, with a 

minimum of two adults per church. 

Registration Fee: $ 25 per person 
(Cost includes lunch, T-shirt, and programming.) 

YSF ITEMS will be available for purchase 

Registration deadline is 12 noon September 7, 2010 

Registrations/Changes after September 7 will be accepted on a space available basis and will be assessed a $15 

per person late fee. 

Please Register Online: http://events.SignUp4.com/YouthIgnite2010 



Cambodia, from page 1 

LAVIM teams to Cambodia. The land for 
the multi-purpose building has already 
been donated by the Chan family. 

In part, these volunteers are inspired to 
support the project because of the passion 
of Joseph and Marilyn Chan, who are sur¬ 
vivors of the Khmer Rouge genocide 
which took place in Cambodia in the late 
1970’s. The Chans met in a refugee camp 
in 1979 and were married a few months 
later in Siem Reap. Marilyn and Joseph 


were among nearly 150,000 Cambodian 
refugees who immigrated to the United 
States in 1982. 

Representatives of the Louisiana 
Conference, the Louisiana Cambodian 
Initiative and LAVIM met with the Chans 
on Aug. 10 at Northwood United Methodist 
Church in Lafayette. The missionary cou¬ 
ple shared their dreams for the Siem Reap 
mission center, and asked Louisiana’s sup¬ 
port for the expansion project. 

“If you try to tell people about Jesus and 
you neglect to help them with their needs, 


then they don’t understand the message. If 
you offer them help, teaching them how to 
take care of themselves, showing them love 
and caring, then it is easy to tell them about 
Jesus,” said Joseph Chan during a recent 
interview. 

The Cambodian missionary stressed that 
Christians can meet the spiritual needs of 
the poor by meeting their physical needs 
first. He also believes it is critical to teach 
self sufficiency so that those in need can 
rise out of poverty. “Only hypocrites doubt 
that we should teach people to care for 


themselves. We can’t just give the ‘fish,’ 
we must ‘teach them to fish,”’ said Chan. 

More information about this exciting 
project and how LAVIM and Louisiana 
Cambodian Initiative supporters can be part 
of this mission can be found in an upcom¬ 
ing November edition of the Louisiana 
Now! Supporters can also contact Rev. 

Ann Sutton, chair of Cambodia Initiative, 
and Rev. Larry Norman, director of 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission, at (337) 
235-9145 and (225) 346-1646, respectively. 



Marilyn and Joseph Chan are pictured at a meeting, left, with representatives of the Louisiana Conference on Aug. 10 at Northwood UMC in Lafayette. Shown with the Chans at 
the meeting are Ken Musick, Rev. Larry Norman, Rev. Jack O’Dell, Rev. Dawn Young, Rev. Ann Sutton, Beverly Dinnell and Rev. Clifton Conrad. 
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Children attending Vacation Bible School at First United Methodist Church in Ekaterinburg, Russia role play a Bible story. Pictured above right are children from First UMC in 
Logansport looking at Russian nesting dolls (matroyoshka) along with Russian pictures and food from LAVIM volunteer Mary Mac Thompson, who served on the team to Russia in 
June. The team, led by James Gillespie, did construction work and conducted a VBS. Children in the Kids’ Club at First UMC, Logansport made and sent tie-dyed t-shirts to the 
Russian children attending VBS. The recipients sent personal notes of thanks to the members of the Kids’ Club. 


Conference churches serve First UMC in Ekaterinburg, Russia 


A mission to First United Methodist 
Church in Ekaterinburg, Russia this past 
summer included construction work, food 
distribution, Vacation Bible School for the 
children and a Bible study with local 
church members. 

The team was comprised of members 
from Broadmoor and Noel UMCs in 
Shreveport, First UMC in Logansport, First 
UMC in Baton Rouge, and Asbury UMC 
in Lafayette. 

A highlight of the trip was a book study 
of He Chose The Nails by Max Lucado. 
The group participated in three discussion 
sessions with local church members and 
shared “meaningful interchanges relating to 


this book that were revealing and thought 
provoking.” 

The team refmished the floors of the 
church and were proud of their efforts in 
mastering the use of a Russian sander. 

Vacation Bible School for the children 
used the Gallactic Blast materials, and team 
members decorated church rooms to reflect 
the solar system theme. Volunteers per¬ 
formed role playing of the Bible stories for 
the Russian children, and in turn, the 
Russians did some role playing for their 
visitors. 

The group bought enough food to make 
100 food baskets for the elderly in the 
church. The containers included cooking 


oil, pasta, canned meat, flour, sugar and 
chocolate. These were given out after 
church on Sunday as well as delivered to 
those unable to leave their homes. 

During the two week mission, team 
members were able to observe and partici¬ 
pate in many of the programs and activities 
that were going on at the church. A typical 
weekly schedule in the church includes 
English language lessons, prayer and spiri¬ 
tual reflections with the Russian language 
translation of the Upper Room as a source, 
spiritual support groups, Bible study and 
prayer, evening worship and intercessory 
prayer, a meeting of the Emmaus Society, 
and worship and Sunday School on 


Sundays. 

Team members know that this is a tenu¬ 
ous time in Russia with conflicts in parts of 
the country between the government and 
the churches, and encourage conference 
members to pray for the church’s success 
in Russia. 

To leam more about the work of the 
Louisiana Conference in Ekaterinburg 
please contact James Gillespie at (318) 
470-6806. To view a video of the recent 
mission on You Tube go to Mission To 
Ekaterinburg, Russia Louisiana United 
Methodist Conference-2010. 


St. Timothy on the Northshore 
to celebrate 35 years 


St. Timothy on the Northshore United 
Methodist Church in Mandeville will cele¬ 
brate its 35th Charter Anniversary Sept. 18- 
19. 

All former pastors, members, and 
friends of the church are invited to attend a 
Family Celebration on Sept. 18 which fea¬ 
tures a 1975-style pot luck lunch at 12 
noon, followed by 1970’s musical perform¬ 
ances, game shows, a fashion show, a vin¬ 


tage movie viewing theater, a memorabilia 
museum, outside games and booths for 
family, teens, and children. The day culmi¬ 
nates with a “retro” worship service from 
5:30-6:30 p.m. All are invited to attend the 
11 a.m. worship service on Sept. 19 when 
Rev. James Mitchell will bring the message 
and acknowledge the Charter Anniversary 
members. R.S.V.R by calling Sue London 
at the church office (985) 626-3307. 


Lake Junaluska Peace Conference 
scheduled for September 


The Lake Junaluska Peace 
Conference will be held Sept. 19-21 at 
Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat 
Center in North Carolina. The theme for 
the 2010 Conference is “Peace for the 
World’s Children.” 

Dr. Marian Wright Edelman, founder 
and president of The Children’s Defense 
Fund, will be the featured speaker. 


Under her leadership, CDF has become 
the nation’s strongest voice and advocate 
for children. 

Dr. Jeni Stepanek will keynote a pre¬ 
conference event for children and youth 
on Sept. 19 and 20. Full information 
about the conference is on the website 
at www.lakejunalusaka.com/peace 


United Methodist Afghan expert among those killed in massacre 


A United Methodist layman who devot¬ 
ed his life to the people of Afghanistan was 
among 10 persons killed on August 6 as a 
group returned to the city of Kabul from an 
eye care camp in a remote northeast part of 
the country. 

Daniel Terry, 64, had been in 
Afghanistan for 40 years, more than 30 of 
those under the auspices of the United 
Methodist General Board of Global 
Ministries. He and his wife, Seija, raised 
their three girls there and called 
Afghanistan home. 

“It is almost beyond belief that Dan 
Terry would be murdered in Afghanistan,” 


said Thomas Kemper, chief executive of 
Global Ministries. “He loved the country 
with a passion and worked tirelessly on 
behalf of its most marginalized communi¬ 
ties. He was fluent in multiple regional lan¬ 
guages and was expert in helping the staff 
of international nonprofit organizations 
understand and respect the culture.” 

Those killed included six Americans, 
two Afghans, one German and one doctor 
from the United Kingdom. 

Terry was supported by Global 
Ministries and seconded for community 
development work to other international 
organizations with operations in 


Afghanistan. 

Initial reports indicate that the group had 
completed an eye camp in the Parun valley 
of Nuristan province organized by the 
International Assistance Mission, an ecu¬ 
menical organization engaged in health and 
relief work in Afghanistan. Parun is an 
extremely remote area, where access 
requires hiking over rough, mountainous 
terrain. After completing their work, the 
group decided to return by way of 
Badakhshan province, which was consid¬ 
ered safer. According to an IAM 
spokesman quoted by the Associated Press, 
this is where the attack took place. 
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Pilgrims invited to 
Ashram in India 

Louisiana Volunteers in Mission will 
offer up a new experience for the 
Louisiana Conference in 2011 - the oppor¬ 
tunity to be a pilgrim in the Sat Tal 
Ashram in northern India. Past Louisiana 
mission teams have both visited and 
worked on projects at the Ashram estab¬ 
lished by E. Stanley Jones 80 years ago. 
Each visit has provided additional interest 
in the possibility of participating in an 
actual Ashram event. 

In 2011, Rev. Carlos and Saroj Welch— 
former missionaries to India and retired 
members of the Louisiana Conference— 
will lead the May 15-30, 2011 English- 
speaking Ashram. 

The Ashram is designed as a spiritual 
retreat using both preaching and workshop 
times to help the pilgrim go deeper in his 
or her faith. The original Ashrams were 
one month in length giving the pilgrim a 
most adequate time to disengage from 
everyday life and consider that which is 
not every day for far too many. Work peri¬ 
ods are also part of the Ashram schedule— 
as well as lots, and lots of Indian food. 

The Ashram estate is located near 
Nanital, near the border of Nepal, and is 
comprised of more than 900 acres in the 
foothills of the Himalayas. Sat Tal (Seven 
Lakes) Ashram is located on seven lakes, 
each set in beautiful nooks and valleys nes¬ 
tled in the towering hills. Hiking and quiet 
times by the lakes, as well as marvelous 
worship opportunities with fellow believ¬ 
ers from around the world, will be the 
daily offering. 

Carlos and Saroj ini have a special con¬ 
nection to the Ashram experience. Both 
worked directly with Dr. Jones during their 
mission service in India and were staff per¬ 
sons for the Ashrams, living at Sat Tal dur¬ 
ing the summer months to both facilitate 
and attend the spiritual growth confer¬ 
ences. At the request of Dr. Jones, the pair 
established several psychiatric hospitals 
and teaching universities, which continue 
to operate through the Methodist Church 
of India. 

The LAVIM Ashram group will depart 
Baton Rouge on May 12, arriving in New 
Delhi on May 13. The group will stay 
overnight in Delhi, then depart by train to 
Moradabad and take the bus to Sat Tal on 
May 14. After the Ashram ends on May 
30, the group will travel to Agra, staying 
overnight for a tour of the famed Taj 
Mahal on June 1. The group will return to 
New Delhi for the flight home on June 2. 
Additional sight-seeing and market shop¬ 
ping will complete the schedule in New 
Delhi. 

The cost of attending the Ashram, plus 
flight, admissions, insurance, administra¬ 
tion, meals and lodging will be approxi¬ 
mately $2,500.00 for the 22 days in India. 
An Indian visa and passport are necessary, 
which are not included in the registration 
cost. Registration will be handled through 
the LAVIM office. If you are interested in 
this historically unique opportunity to con¬ 
sider your faith and faith walk, contact the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346.1646 or 
LduckN@aol.com. 
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Take ACTION. 

Find the fuel for working toward 
an AIDS-Free World. 

Oct. 14-16, Dallas, TX 
Radisson Central Hotel 


LIGHTEN ™ 

BURDEN m Join international advocates and activists for Lighten the Burden III , a 

United Methodist conference on AIDS. The event begins at noon with pre¬ 
conference site visits and concludes on Oct. 16 at 2 p.m. 


This year’s conference will feature a special emphasis on eradicating the stigma associated with AIDS. 
The event will also focus on at-risk populations such as African-American and Latina women, who are 
acquiring HIV at higher rates than other populations in the United States. 


The theme of this year’s conference, sponsored by the United Methodist Global AIDS Fund Committee, is 
“Working towards an AIDS-free World!” 

Workshop sessions include: 

• Looking at AIDS through Cultural Context 

• AIDS & Communities of Color — How can the church respond?; and 

• Resourcing Local Churches & Annual Conference AIDS Ministries 

Keynote Speakers: 

• Dr. Musa Dube, theologian and biblical scholar, University of Botswana; 

• Dr. Pauline Muchina, senior partnership adviser, UNAIDS; 

• Bishop Minerva Carcaho, episcopal leader, Desert Southwest Conference of The United Methodist 
Church; 

• Jeffrey Crowley, director, White House Office of National AIDS Policy (invited); and 

• Rev. Tyrone Gordon, St. Luke United Methodist Church 

How to Register: Visit www.umglobalaidsfund.org by Sept. 20. 

Registration Fee: $100 (covers meals and resources) 

Questions? Contact Donna Brandyberry, General Board of Church & Society, dbrandyberry@umc-gbcs.org or 
(202) 488-5641. 


Sponsored by the UMC Global AIDS Fund Committee and contributing partners: General Board of Global Ministries ♦ 
General Board of Church & Society ♦ General Board of Discipleship ♦ General Board of Higher Education & Ministry ♦ 
Women’s Division of GBGM ♦ Division on Ministries with Young People ♦ United Methodist Communications ♦ General 
Commission on the Status and Role of Women ♦ General Commission on Religion and Race 


Centenary names Director of Christian Leadership Center 


SHREVEPORT, La. (Centenary News 
Service) - Rev. Valerie Robideaux has been 
named the Director of the Christian 
Leadership Center at Centenary College. 
She replaces Rev. Betsy Eaves who has 
taken a new position the College as the 
Vice President for Student Development. 

As Director of the Christian Leadership 
Center she will be responsible for oversight 
of the undergraduate program (formerly 
known as Church Careers), graduate theo¬ 
logical studies in cooperation with Garrett- 
Evangelical, community education and 
mission opportunities, and the CLC 
Advisory Board. 

A Louisiana native, Rev. Robideaux is a 
2003 graduate of Centenary College where 
she received a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Religious Studies with an emphasis in 
Christian education. She received her 


Church Careers Institute endorsement (now 
CLC) also in 2003. 

She received her Master of Divinity 
with concentration in Religious Education 

I from 
Candler 
School of 
Theology 
at Emory 
University 
| in 2008, 
and served 
at 

Northside 
United 
Methodist 
Church in 
Atlanta, 
Ga., as a 
Women’s 



Discipleship Associate from 2005-2007 
and the interim Director from 2007-2008. 

Rev. Robideaux returned to her alma 
mater in 2008 as the Theological Studies 
Coordinator of the Christian Leadership 
Center where she coordinated theological 
reflection for the undergraduate program, 
and coordinated the graduate theological 
studies program in cooperation with 
Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary. 

Serving the Louisiana Conference of 
The United Methodist Church as a deacon, 
Rev. Robideaux expects ordination at 
2011 ’s Annual Conference. She is married 
to the Rev. Joseph Robideaux, pastor of 
Contemporary Worship at Christ United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport. They 
have two young daughters, Aubrey and 
Judah. 
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Rethink Worship equips churches for contemporary worship 


United Methodists from throughout the 
Louisiana Conference will gather Dec. 4 
from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at The Alexandria 
Riverfront Center to take part in Rethink: 
Worship. 

Billed as a “dynamic gathering to ener¬ 
gize and equip churches for effective wor¬ 
ship,” the event targets the needs of wor¬ 
ship teams, pastors, lay leaders, music 
leaders and worship committees of all 
churches. 

Participants of Rethink: Worship will 
experience contemporary preaching, 
music, media and liturgical arts designed to 
reach today’s audiences. The workshop 
will enable congregations to evaluate their 
current worship through an evaluation 
process. Participation will also offer fol¬ 
low-up training and help for congregations 
that desire to increase their effectiveness in 
reaching today’s people through worship. 

Workshops will target preaching (Jim 
Walker, co-pastor of Hot Metal Bridge 
Faith Community in Pittsburgh); use of 
media in worship (Len Wilson and Jason 
Moore of Midnight Oil Productions); 
music (Mark Sorenson and Derek Joyce of 
First UMC, Shreveport); and liturgical arts 
and drama (Rev. Beverly Connelly with St. 
Paul UMC, Shreveport). 

Len Wilson is passionate about creative 
worship that connects with people at a real, 
human level, whether using digital technol¬ 
ogy, video and image, the written medium, 
or the good old spoken word. A frequent 
seminar leader, Len has spoken to thou¬ 
sands of church leaders since 1996 on har¬ 
nessing digital media for ministry. 

Currently Len helps create worship at 
Trietsch Memorial UMC in Flower 
Mound, Tex. From 1995-2000, Len served 
as media minister of Ginghamsburg 
Church. During this time, Len was part of 
a worship design team whose efforts 
almost tripled attendance to over 3,000 
people a weekend in worship. 

Working with Jason Moore, their digital 
productions from Ginghamsburg and 
Lumicon have received several Telly 
Awards for excellence in video production. 

Jason’s passions include designing wor¬ 
ship, production, acting and teaching. He 
leads seminars across North America on 
creating cutting edge worship, with an 
emphasis on demystifying the productions 
process. Believing in the power of the 
story, he likes to pepper his projects and 
teaching with humor. 

To register for Rethink: Worship, go to 
www.rethinkworship.org. Lunch is includ¬ 
ed in the registration fee of $20. 


v 









Jason Moore 


Len Wilson 


Loan Closing Costs BREAKING the Bank? 


* 


Louisiana ranks 18th in the nation for 
the cost of closing a home sale. 

But your church has a better option — 
a loan through your 
United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana. 


First Mortgage Loans 

• No points or origination fees 
Attractive interest rates 


Deposit Secured Loans 

• No closing costs 

• Low variable interest rate 


















Coming in the 
Sept. 24th 
edition of 
Louisiana Now! 

Focus on 
Hurricane Rita, 
Five Years Later 



Luke’s House / 3 



Vital Congregations / 6 



Angels / 7 




CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 


VOL. 11, No. 17 BATON ROUGE, LA SEPTEMBER 10, 2010 


Five Years Later 



Rev. Hadley Edwards, pastor of Bethany UMC in New Orleans, leads a service of remembrance Aug. 29, five years after 
Hurricane Katrina hit the city. The restored sanctuary was once flooded with 11 feet of water as a result of the city’s 
failed levee system after the storm landed. 

Baptismal waters bless post-Katrina church 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

When worshippers gathered August 
29 at Bethany United Methodist Church, 
a cloudy sky and blustery breezes 
throughout New Orleans were eerily rem¬ 
iniscent of Hurricane Katrina’s approach 
to the city exactly five years prior. 

“Five years ago, we were running for 
our lives. We were running from a storm 
on a Sunday morning,” said the Rev. 
Hadley Edwards, pastor of the New 
Orleans church that was destroyed by 
nearly 11 feet of standing flood water 
post Katrina. 

The Sunday morning service of 
remembrance was filled with thanks for 
people all over the country who wel¬ 
comed nearly 1 million evacuees from 
the Greater New Orleans area. “We are 


thankful for those who embraced us, who 
opened their homes and their arenas to 
shelter us. We are thankful for every 
meal, every blanket and every pillow that 
was given to us by the hands of people 
who opened their hearts to us,” said Rev. 
Edwards, who also referenced the “long, 
tedious journey” home to the storm rav¬ 
aged city. 

Almost a year and two months after 
Hurricane Katrina struck New Orleans, 
Bethany United Methodist Church reded¬ 
icated its newly renovated worship cen¬ 
ter. Visitors to the sanctuary are struck by 
the vibrant church pews that are covered 
in a deep red material. “The strength of 
the color symbolizes a revived church, a 
renewed people and a restored place of 
worship,” said Rev. Edwards. 

Bethany UMC did not have worship 


services for seven months after Hurricane 
Katrina. “We did, however, hold Bible 
studies and other aspects of ministry until 
we had our first service on March 19, 
2006. On that day, we met in the sanctu¬ 
ary which had been gutted out. It was 
very hot due to the lack of electricity, and 
we used portable toilets because there 
were no water services. But it was a joy¬ 
ful reunion. A number of people living 
away came in just for the day,” said Anita 
Crump, church member and past lay 
leader for the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

When the process of rebuilding began, 
the issue of finances was a major con¬ 
cern. Insurance coverage was 
limited, and the buildings were essential- 

See Bethany UMC, page 5 
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Drder of Elders Retreat 

October 4-6, 2010 • Wesley Center 

Featuring AN evening with JAMES bryan smith 

James Bryan Smith (M.Div., Yale University Divinity School, Ph.D., Fuller 
Seminary) will join the LA Order of Elders Monday, October 4, to share his 
thoughts, both theoretical and practical, on the spiritual formation needs of clergy. 

Jim is a theology professor at Friends University in Wichita, KS and a writer and 
speaker in the area of Christian spiritual formation. He also serves as the director 
of the Christian Spiritual Formation Institute at Friends University. A founding 
member of Richard J. Foster’s spiritual renewal ministry, Renovare, Smith is an 
ordained United Methodist Church minister and has served in various capacities 
in local churches. Smith is also the author of A Spiritual Formation Workbook, 
Devotional Classics (with Richard Foster), Embracing the Love of God, Rich Mullins: An Arrow Pointing to Heaven 
and Room of Marvels, and the four-volume Apprentice Series. 




A CONVERSATION 

ABOUT ‘ NEXT STEPS” 


• Retreat begins Mon. 6 pm and ends Wed. by noon 

• Fees from $30-$ 150 depending on housing & meals 


As an Order we’ve implemented annual gatherings, but 
what’s next? What other things are needful as we grow into 
the vision of living in covenant community as Elders in the 
Louisiana conference? Join in the conversation as we share 
passions and ideas about “Next Steps” in our life together. 


On-site Childcare Available 

Go to www.la-elders.org for more info, 
or contact the Wesley Center at (318) 449-4500 
to register today. 


WADE it) the WATER 



In Memoriam 

Clergy Spouses 

Charlsie Mae Barabin July 23, 2010 

Helen C. Koelemay June 17, 2010 


Louisiana ConferenceA^W/ 
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Louisiana Conference NOW! is the newspaper of the Louisiana Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church and is published twice a month. 
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Luke’s House offers healing and prayers to those in need of healthcare 



Lester Bridges has his blood pressure checked by Ruby Glenn, a retired nurse 
who volunteers at Luke’s House, a free clinic housed in Mt. Zion UMC in New 
Orleans. Most in this low-income neighborhood are living without any medical 
benefits and their health suffers, says Glenn. UMNS photos by Kathy L. Gilbert. 


BY KATHY L. GILBERT 

Sharon Young, 52, sits in the metal fold¬ 
ing chair and holds up her arm for Ruby 
Glenn to strap on the blood-pressure cuff. 

Glenn, in teal scrubs, gets busy taking 
vitals on Young in her small examining 
room bordered on two sides by white 
sheets hung on pipes. If she looks up, she 
has a good view of the altar at Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church. 

Young knows she has been under a lot 
of stress, but she is shocked to see the high 
blood pressure numbers. Glenn, a retired 
nurse, isn’t surprised at all. 

Five years after the storm, Hurricane 
Katrina is still wrecking havoc on people 
like Young who struggle to rebuild their 
homes and lives. Most in this low-income 
neighborhood are living without any med¬ 
ical benefits, and their health suffers, said 
Glenn. 

Glenn and other medical professionals 
volunteer at Luke’s House, a free commu¬ 
nity health clinic held every Tuesday night 
in Mount Zion United Methodist Church. 

In 2007, Rayne United Methodist Church 
and Mount Zion started the clinic as resi¬ 
dents slowly began to return to New 
Orleans after Katrina hit the city Aug. 29, 
2005. 

Spiritual support 

Treating physical ailments is critical, but 
equally important is meeting spiritual 
needs, said Erica Washington, an epidemi¬ 
ologist with the Louisiana Office of Public 
Health who serves as the clinic director. A 
member of Mount Zion United Methodist 
Church, she has worked with Luke’s House 
since November 2007. 

“If you go into the clinic on any night, 
you’ll see Pastor Callie speaking with 
patients or Pastor William speaking with 
our voucher recipients just to hear their 
story. Sometimes people might not neces¬ 
sarily want to seek psychiatric treatment; 
but sometimes people just want an ear.” 

The Rev. Callie Crawford, Rayne 
United Methodist Church, and the Rev. 
William Thiele, Parker United Methodist 
Church, are two of the regulars at Luke’s 
House. Pastors and church members from 
several United Methodist churches, as well 
as from other denominations, gather here 

‘Soccer Sundays’: 

Any given weekend, you are more like¬ 
ly to find many American youngsters 
dressed in a soccer jersey than their Sunday 
best. 

So years ago, the leaders of First United 
Methodist Church in Anderson, Ind., decid¬ 
ed if these soccer players weren’t coming 
to church, they would bring the church to 
the soccer field. 

The congregation transformed some of 
its land into a community soccer venue and 
invited the players and their families to a 
contemporary worship service each 
Saturday evening immediately following 
the day’s practice and games. 

The field proved a huge draw. 

Thousands of people used the park each 
weekend. But only three or four ever 
crossed the goal line into worship. 


weekly to talk with the homeless men, 
women and children. 

Beth Morgan, a Navy librarian, and her 
husband Jim, members of Aldersgate 
United Methodist Church in Slidell, La., 
drive to the inner-city church from their 
home in Picayune, Miss., with boxes of 
books. 

“I did some study on my own and found 
out that the homeless community generally 
has a hard time using their free time. They 
spend a lot of time just sitting and waiting 
... just trying to pass the day until the shel¬ 
ter opens at night. So we thought books 
would be a good way to help them pass the 
time,” Beth said. 

Counting blessings 

“Mount Zion is a blessing to the whole 
community,” said Laveme “Queenie” 
Lassai, a resident of the neighborhood 
where the clinic is located. 

“I’m not gonna lie to you about it. This 
... used to be a real rough neighborhood. 
Across the street was one of the roughest 
housing developments. But since Katrina, 
they’ve remodeled it. This is a multicultur¬ 
al, mixed neighborhood now,” said Lassai. 

The hurricane that hit the city in 2005 
knocked out seven of 11 hospitals, includ¬ 
ing the large public hospital, and most are 
still closed in 2010. The others are “limp¬ 
ing along,” said Dr. Susan Berry, medical 
director for Luke’s House. Berry, a member 
of Rayne, is a pediatrician for Louisiana 
State University Medical Hospital. 

One of the missions of Luke’s House is 
to connect patients with other resources in 
the community. Because they operate on 
donations and volunteers, they can usually 
only see about 15 patients. 

Lester Bridges, 50, a client at the clinic, 
came recently because he hasn’t had any 
medical care since he lost his job as a city 
park employee. He has a plastic bag full of 
empty prescription bottles, all of them 
expired in 2007. 

Dr. Brent Wallas takes time with each 
person, listening to everything they have to 
say. 

He gives both Young and Bridges pre¬ 
scriptions they can fill for $4 at a pharmacy 
that has an arrangement with Luke’s House 
and a voucher to go to another clinic 


The church was dealing with a chal¬ 
lenge many U.S. congregations now face. 
Most “blue laws” restricting Sunday activi¬ 
ties and commerce are a distant memory. 
On Sunday mornings, stores are open, peo¬ 
ple are at work and youth sports leagues 
are at play. At a time when Sunday is no 
longer the national Sabbath, how do 
churches find a place in families’ busy 
schedules? 

The Rev. Taylor Burton-Edwards, a for¬ 
mer associate pastor at the Indiana church, 
said the church’s soccer experiment left a 
lasting impression. 

In Indiana, Burton-Edwards said church 
members tried every idea for evangelism 
they could think of associated with the soc¬ 
cer field. 

“We put fliers in people’s hands; we 


equipped to treat long-term illnesses. 
Leveled by Katrina 

The hurricane brought people together, 
clergy said. 

“I think the big thing to me is that a lot 
of us that had no contact with our poor 
neighbors couldn’t just stay separate any¬ 
more,” Thiele said. “Everybody was going 
through the same things. Everybody was 
kind of leveled by Katrina. ... we were all 
trying to find somebody to fix our broken 
houses.” 

In a way, that is the gift Katrina gave to 
New Orleans, he said. 

“There’s a whole lot of us that in the 
past would have just avoided homeless 
people,” he said. “Like for me personally I 
was a pastor at a church that when a home¬ 
less person would show up, even right after 
Katrina, we had no shelters available. I had 
no idea how to help people. So I would 
really rather avoid these people.” 

Thiele, who was a pastoral counselor 
and therapist for 25 years, said he is using 
his skills to just listen to people, to let them 
tell their stories. Kay Renar, a member of 
Mount Zion since 1974, has been volun- 


were hospitable,” he said. “We did all the 
right stuff the church-growth people say is 
going to help get people into your service, 
and it just didn’t happen.” 

Only about 75 people typically attended 
the Saturday services in a room that could 
seat 300. 

After about five years, the congregation 
discontinued the worship service. However, 
the soccer field is still a vibrant church 
ministry. 

“It’s a good gift to that community,” 
said Burton-Edwards, now director of wor¬ 
ship resources at the United Methodist 
Board of Discipleship in Nashville, Tenn. 
“It helps that congregation fulfill the role 
all congregations have of being a vital 
institutional player in its community for its 
improvement.” 


teering since the clinic opened. 

Her place of worship, Mount Zion, still 
has a gutted sanctuary. Katrina sent seven 
feet of water into the historic church. 
Members worship in the same room that 
gets converted into a clinic during the 
week. 

“It gives me a feeling of helping some¬ 
one who is less fortunate than I am. But for 
the grace of God, it could have been me 
‘cause we rode Katrina out. We just were 
fortunate enough to live in Algiers. So we 
didn’t get much damage,” Renar said. 

“The people who come here are gen¬ 
uinely appreciative of what we do. We’ve 
lost a lot of family members since the 
flood. They’ve relocated. Some died in 
their homes. So it makes you feel good to 
know that you’re doing something good for 
the community.” 

Young said before Katrina she was 
doing pretty well. Most of her family was 
evacuated to Texas after the storm, but she 
couldn’t stay long in that state. 

“I tried to live in Texas, but I felt so 
lonely. I love New Orleans, I love my city.” 


The Rev. Jorge Acevedo, lead pastor of 
the multi-campus Grace Church, a United 
Methodist congregation in western Florida, 
has a slightly different take. 

“You can preach against Sunday morn¬ 
ing sports ... and you will lose,” he said. “I 
don’t think raging against the machine is 
the appropriate response. I do think creat¬ 
ing the kind of Sunday morning culture 
where kids don’t want to miss is the issue.” 

The current World Cup fever offers 
churches one clue on how they might reach 
more people, said Mary Dalton, pastor of 
San Pablo United Methodist Church in 
Selma, Calif. 

The passion fans have for the Sacred 
Flocks, she said, is the same passion 
churchgoers should have for the Lamb of 
God. 


One church’s attempt to take the church to the people 
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News and happenings from around 



First UMC - Ringgold 


Three generations are carrying on a 
family tradition. 

Billie Basinger served as the secretary 
for First United Methodist Church in 
Ringgold, La. for 14 years. When Billie 
died suddenly in 2003, her youngest 
daughter, Janice Northcutt, took over the 
reins of her mother’s job. 

In 2009, Billie’s oldest daughter, 
Marsha Watts, also followed in her moth¬ 
er’s footsteps by becoming the secretary 


for Lakeview United Methodist Church in 
Minden. 

Janice is moving to Texas with her hus¬ 
band Gerald, leaving First UMC in 
Ringgold without a secretary. Never fear! 
Janice’s daughter, Jessica Bates, will be 
filling that spot as her mother’s replace¬ 
ment. 

Billie must be proud that a third genera¬ 
tion in her family is carrying on such an 
important tradition. 


Clanton Chapel Vacation Bible School 



Members of Ferriday and Vidalia United Methodist Churches recently led a spe¬ 
cial Vacation Bible School at Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac. Rev. Ray Varnado, 
pastor, was among the volunteers. Nearly 100 area children participated, many of 
which were “first timers.” Rev. Varnado is pictured, above, with Rev. Kirby Verret, 
pastor of Clanton Chapel UMC. 


the Louisiana Annual Conference 
Ride benefits Methodist Children’s Home 



The Methodist Children’s Home of Southwest Louisiana, located in Sulphur, is 
nearing the completion of construction. 


Louisiana motorcyclists are signing up 
for a benefit ride on Saturday, Oct. 9 to 
benefit the Louisiana United Methodist 
Children’s Home, serving abused and neg¬ 
lected youngsters. Methodist Children’s 
Homes include campuses in Ruston and 
Mandeville and now, the new home recent¬ 
ly opened in Sulphur, which will serve 
families in central and southwest 
Louisiana. Funds raised from the benefit 
ride will go toward supporting the Sulphur 
residential home. 

The ride will begin in Lafayette and 
travel to Sulphur, where participants will 
be met at the Home with a band and deli¬ 
cious Cajun food prepared by a crew of 
chefs from Lake Charles and Baton Rouge. 
Those in trucks, cars and church vans may 
register and drive as a group, leaving 


Lafayette and following the same route as 
the bikers. Registration forms are available 
at Asbury, Covenant, Faith Community, 
First UMC-Lafayette and Northwood 
United Methodist Churches and at Cajun 
Harley-Davidson in Scott. Forms may also 
be obtained by contacting Douglas Hall at 
(985) 860-5247.Cyclists pay a registration 
fee of $20; fee for van or car drivers is $20, 
with $10 paid for passengers. Advance 
registration (before Oct. 9) comes with a 
free tee shirt designed by a several of the 
bikers. Participants may register as late as 
9 a.m. the morning of the ride at Asbury 
UMC, located on the comer of Johnston St. 
and Live Oak. Bikers will leave Cajun HD 
in Scott at 10 a.m. and will follow a police 
escort to I-10. Participants in other vehi¬ 
cles will leave Asbury at 10 a.m. 


New Song UMC - Prairieville 



New Song United Methodist Church in Prairieville, La. held a “Blessing of the 
Backpacks” ceremony during morning worship on Aug. 15. Students and educa¬ 
tors came forward during worship to receive a blessing as the congregation read 
a special prayer for them as they began a new school year. 
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Sharon McNeil, member of Bethany UMC, credits her church family with providing her spiritual and emotional strength during her struggles with returning to post- 
Katrina New Orleans. Rev. Hadley Edwards, pastor of Bethany UMC in New Orleans, blesses congregants with water from the church’s Baptismal font during an Aug. 
29 service of remembrance. 


Bethany UMC, from page 1 
ly destroyed by standing flood waters. “Our 
members, even those living out of 
town, really stepped forward. Gifts poured 
in from members who were scattered over 
23 states. On one special Sunday alone, the 
collection totaled $11,000. We have rebuilt 
our church, and God truly was the power 
behind our success,” said Crump. 

Rev. Edwards praised the connectional 
relationship of The United Methodist 
Church and offered thanks for its role in 
Bethany’s recovery. “The United Methodist 
connection really works! Churches 
throughout the United States partnered with 
us to get the work done. They sent work 
teams, money, supplies, Bibles, crosses and 
much more. Our connection provides 


strength.” 

Sharon McNeil, a member of Bethany 
UMC for more than 50 years, credits 
Bethany for much needed spiritual and 
emotional support after the storm. “This 
church is just about the only thing that has 
kept me here,” said McNeil, who lost her 
home in the flood and who was also the 
victim of a housing scam. 

When Katrina hit, McNeil was a patient 
at Pendleton Memorial Methodist Hospital. 
“We assumed that the hurricane was going 
to be another one of ‘those storms.’ I want¬ 
ed to stay at the hospital, but my friend 
convinced me to leave with her family. 
Twenty-two hours after we left, we arrived 
in Houston. From New Orleans, that is usu¬ 
ally a six hour drive,” she explained. 



Life after Katrina hasn’t been easy for 
McNeil. She struggles with health prob¬ 
lems and must receive dialysis twice a 
week. “All of the stress has had a negative 
effect on my health. I’ve gotten depressed 
at times. My Bethany family has gotten me 
through it all. They mean the world to me.” 

Rev. Edwards reinforces the importance 
of the church’s presence in an area of New 
Orleans that still struggles to come back 
from the devastation. “Just a walk down 
the street reminds us that our neighborhood 
has changed so much. Many members have 
not been able to return to their homes, or 
they died trying to get back home. In many 
ways, Bethany and other United Methodist 
churches are a light on a darkened pathway. 
We are serving as an anchor to those still 


struggling in their own personal storms of 
rebuilding and restoring.” 

As the congregation sang the refrain 
from “Wade in the Water” during the end 
of Sunday’s service, Rev. Edwards scooped 
water from a Baptismal font to bless them 
as they came toward the altar. He reminded 
worshippers that water was “flowing” 
when New Orleans was flooding; when 
tears were shed by storm victims; and 
when Jesus was baptized by his cousin, 
John. 

Rev. Edwards concluded, “It is with 
blessed water that we make a witness to a 
broken world. God has troubled the water, 
and His blessings are flowing full and 
free.” 



A flooded out home on Press Street in New Orleans, La. stands two buildings away from Bethany United Methodist Church, far right. Rev. Hadley Edwards, center, 
and members of Bethany UMC in New Orleans, La. ring bells in remembrance of those loved ones who have died since Aug. 29, 2005 when Hurricane Katrina hit the 
Gulf Coast. 
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Call to action steering team meets on keys to building vital congregation 



Topical preaching, varied worship 
styles, effective lay leadership and small 
groups. 

These are the things United Methodist 
congregations can do right now to become 
more vital and strengthen the denomina¬ 
tion, say members of the Call to Action 
Steering Team. 

The 16-member team, which includes 
clergy and laity, met Aug. 23-25 in 
Nashville, Tenn., to begin developing rec¬ 
ommendations on how the church can 
become more effective in making disciples 
and reverse decades of declining U.S. 
membership. 

The team based its discussions on the 
findings of two studies it commissioned 
from independent researchers. The reports, 
released in July, included an “Operational 
Assessment of the Connectional Church” 
and a “Congregational Vitality” overview. 

Illinois Area Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, 
a team leader, said the group plans to pres¬ 
ent “robust recommendations” about the 
church’s operations to the denomination’s 
Council of Bishops and Connectional Table 
in November. 

While the group irons out the details, 
team members stressed that data shows 
local churches can take certain steps with¬ 
out any action from the bishops or General 
Conference, the denomination’s top legisla¬ 
tive body. 

“We know that that there are vital con¬ 
gregations, and we know it’s possible to 
have more,” said Fred Miller, a consultant 
who has been guiding the team’s process. 
Miller is the president of The Chatham 
Group consulting firm and a member of 
First United Methodist Church in Chatham, 
Mass. 

Churches of all sizes 

For the “Vital Congregations Research 
Project,” the consulting firm Towers 
Watson measured vitality in terms of atten¬ 
dance, growth over five years, professions 
of faith per member and annual giving per 
attendee. 

The firm analyzed data from 32,228 


United Methodist churches in North 
America and classified 4,961 congrega¬ 
tions, or 15 percent, as “high-vital”congre- 
gations. 

While larger churches tended to be more 
vital than smaller churches, the firm found 
“high-vital” congregations in all sizes, in 
all ethnic groups, in every jurisdiction and 
in rural, urban and suburban settings. In 
addition, the firm found “high-vital” con¬ 
gregations that are theologically conserva¬ 
tive and theologically liberal. 

What these churches tend to share in 
common are what the study identified as 16 
“drivers” of vitality that fall under the 
broad categories of pastoral effectiveness, 
worship, lay leadership and small groups. 

Pastoral effectiveness 

According to the study, effective pastors 
are those that develop, coach and mentor 
laity in leadership roles; influence the 
actions and behaviors of others to accom¬ 
plish change; work with congregations to 
achieve significant goals and provide inspi¬ 
rational, topical preaching. 

The research also showed pastoral 
tenure contributes to congregational vitali¬ 
ty. Whether a pastor is effective is usually 
apparent by the third year. If a pastor is 
effective by then, this success is likely to 
grow over time with the highest level at 10 
or more years. 

Worship 

Churches with contemporary and tradi¬ 
tional worship services also tend to be 
more vital. The research found that tradi¬ 
tional worship services should include topi¬ 
cal preaching and contemporary worship 
services should be multi-media. 

The study also found that contemporary 
services work best when the music echoes 
what people hear on pop radio. Such serv¬ 
ices can use traditional hymns, but they had 
better have a backbeat. 

Lay leadership 

Effective lay leadership is also key to 
vital congregations. The most vital church¬ 
es had 25 percent to 50 percent of attendees 
in leadership during the last five years. 


Churches also have rotating lay leader¬ 
ship with people sharing their gifts in a 
variety of ways over time. People do not 
serve year after year in the same position. 
Effective lay leaders also demonstrate vital 
personal faith. They participate in disci¬ 
plines such as regular prayer and Bible 
study, attend weekly worship, give propor¬ 
tionally, join in mission opportunities and 
share their faith with others. 

Small groups and programs 

Effective small groups can come in a 
variety of shapes, the research found. They 
include Bible studies, women’s groups as 
well as groups organized around missions 
or shared interests. Vital congregations also 
tend to have separate programs for children 
and youth. 

Moving forward 

Judy Benson, team member and lay 


leader of the Oklahoma Annual (regional) 
Conference, said she plans to incorporate 
the study’s findings on effective lay leader¬ 
ship at church leaders’ workshops. 

“We’re going to do a big emphasis on 
how to help a person who wants to be a 
leader in a church be more creative,” she 
said. “And there’s no reason more churches 
can’t do the same thing.” 

Team members said just getting the 
church to focus on these factors would be a 
significant step forward. 

“The primary responsibility of every¬ 
body in all parts of our system — clergy, 
laity, general agencies, conferences — is to 
order our ministry around the drivers of 
vitality,” Miller said. “Because if we are a 
more vital church, we will make more dis¬ 
ciples of Jesus Christ.” 


Cultivating Cultural Intelligence course slated Nov. 13 in Pineville 



In the United States, the “thumbs-up” 
sign has a similar connotation to the OK 
sign: All is well. Tradition has it that this 
gesture came about during Roman times 
when the audience would use a thumbs up 
or thumbs down gesture to express if they 
would like a gladiator to live or die. The 
gesture was called pollice verso, meaning 
“with a turned thumb.” But the “thumbs 
up” is problematic in certain parts of the 
Middle East, the Mediterranean and 
Southeast Asia where the thumbs up is a 
more aggressive gesture. It’s interesting to 
imagine what people in these regions think 
when an American is hitchhiking or when 
United States soldiers happily stick their 
thumbs up to the locals. 

Often times, the hundreds of volunteers 
who travel with Louisiana Volunteers in 
Mission and Louisiana United Methodists 
who travel abroad still remain “all thumbs” 
when it comes to walking gracefully in 
another culture. Cultivating Cultural 


Intelligence, a day-long course slated for 
Nov. 13 at Pineville United Methodist 
Church, will address this issue. In conjunc¬ 


tion with Southern Methodist University’s 
Perkins School of Theology’s School of 
Global Theological Education, LAVIM 


invites mission volunteers, teams and team 
leaders to explore how to better be in mis¬ 
sion to the world. Dr. Robert Hunt, 
Director of GTE, will help participants 
understand how our own culture shapes our 
expectations and how cultivating mindful¬ 
ness helps us to be culturally aware. 
Volunteers will shape basic behavioral pat¬ 
terns for engaging in new cultures and 
gather resources for cultural intelligence. 

Seminars begin at 10 a.m. and will con¬ 
clude at 3:30 p.m. Lunch is provided with 
the registration fee of $15. Please call the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346.1646 to register 
or to receive a registration brochure. 
Registrations are due no later than Nov. 1. 
All LAVIM team leaders and their teams 
are encouraged to attend. Others who sim¬ 
ply love to travel in new surroundings are 
also invited to be part of this important 
venture into the lands of our neighbors 
around the world. 
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Leona Cousins shares a laugh outside her home with Ken Ward, contractor with the United Methodist Slidell (La.) Disaster Recovery Station. Teams of United 
Methodist volunteers have been repairing Cousins’ house, which was damaged by Hurricane Katrina in August 2005. Virginia Tech students Lisa Rubin (left) and 
Rachel St. John are two of more than 200,000 volunteers that came to the Gulf Coast region after Hurricane Katrina. UMNS file photos by Mike DuBose. 


Angels tend to mending lives on the gulf coast post-Katrina 


Leona Cousins, 99, has completely lost 
her sight, but she has no problems recog¬ 
nizing the voices of angels. 

One of her angels is Dale Kimball, 
manger of the Southeast Station for 
Louisiana’s United Methodist disaster 
response ministry, who saw to it that 
Cousins’ home was rebuilt after Hurricane 
Katrina sent a tidal wave over her home in 
2005. 

In the past five years, volunteers organ¬ 
ized through The United Methodist Church 
have flooded Louisiana and Mississippi 
and helped thousands of people like 
Cousins put their homes and lives back 
together again. 

More than 160,000 volunteers have 
mucked, hammered, wired, installed and 
painted their way across Mississippi and 
nearly 90,000 have braved the mosquitoes, 
heat and humidity in Louisiana to do the 
same. 

Mississippi has supported the repair of 
12,320 homes and built 132 from the 
ground up. Louisiana has closed the files 
on 67,741 cases from homeowners needing 
help. 

Divine intervention 

The homeowners say all the volunteers 
are God-sent. 

“I never thought I would meet so many 
nice people this late in my life,” said 
Cousins, a petite woman with a heavy 
Cajun accent and toasted brown skin. 

Her modest white frame house was built 
for her by her father in the 1950s. A sher¬ 
iff’s deputy found her crying in the rubble 
of her home after Katrina because she had 
no money and no one to help her rebuild. 

One call to Kimball fixed that. 

Kimball stays in touch with many of the 
people his team has helped in the past five 
years. 

“The last time I saw her (Cousins) she 
was doing fine, loving her home but has 


completely lost her sight. She still recog¬ 
nizes our voices, or as she says, the voices 
of angels.” 

Friends for life 

The thousands who have come to the 
Gulf Coast offering help have left with life¬ 
long friendships. 

The Rev. Marilyn Roeder has brought 
mission teams from First United Methodist 
Church, Victoria, Texas, to New Orleans 11 
times. She has driven from Victoria to New 
Orleans every six weeks since 2005 to 
work on homes and bring in supplies. 

While in New Orleans, her second 
home is with Elvina and Vince DiBartolo. 
In 2008 she spent her three-and-a-half- 
month sabbatical at their home. 

The DiBartolo family, devout Catholics, 
evacuated to the small Texas town to 
escape the storm and met the effervescent 
United Methodist pastor at a Red Cross 
shelter. 

“Connections and relationships have 
continued way beyond anything Katrina 
did,” Roeder said. “We always say it is not 
about the project, it is not about the work, 
it is about the relationship.” 

Baptized by a storm 

Many historic United Methodist church¬ 
es and institutions were wiped out by the 
hurricane. Some have been rebuilt, some 
have closed and some have been bom 
again in new ministries. 

After the water receded in New Orleans, 
90 churches in three Louisiana parishes 
were damaged and 80 pastors were dis¬ 
placed. In 2007, five United Methodist 
churches — Gentilly, Napoleon Avenue, 
John Wesley, Felicity and St. Philip — in 
the New Orleans district were discontinued 
and abandoned. Jefferson United Methodist 
closed in 2008. 

Ten churches have merged. First Grace, 
which combined an historically white 
church with an historically black church, 


has experienced steady growth since the 
merger. 

Luke’s House, a free medical clinic, 
operates out of damaged Mount Zion 
United Methodist Church serving a poor 
inner-city New Orleans neighborhood. 

The hurricane that drowned Louisiana 
smashed and flattened Mississippi. More 
than 70,000 homes were destroyed. Five 
years later, 300 families are still on the 
waiting list at the Mississippi Katrina 
Recovery Center. Teams have signed up to 
come through 2012, said Robert Sharp, 
center director. 

All the damaged churches in Mississippi 
have been repaired or rebuilt except for 
Leggett Memorial at the Seashore Mission, 
a homeless ministry, he said. Leggett was 
stmggling before the storm and has opened 
a chapel in one of the undamaged build¬ 
ings. 

Three permanent recovery centers have 
been built to house volunteers and to store 
supplies for rebuilding. 

Historic Gulfside Assembly in 
Waveland, Miss., was washed away. 
Gulfside was opened in 1923 as a retreat 
and recreation center for African 
Americans who were not permitted to use 
most resorts in the segregated South. 

Mollie Stewart, president, said the cen¬ 
ter is moving in a new direction and soon 
ground will be broken for an active older 
adult community that will include inde¬ 
pendent and assisted-living villas. 

“We did a lot of praying and soul 
searching and came up with this idea 
because the community needs this type of 
facility,” Stewart said. 

An ecumenical healing service will be 
held on the grounds of the center Sept. 17. 
United Methodist Bishop Hope Morgan 
Ward, Mississippi, and retired Bishop 
Felton May will be joined by religious 
leaders from other denominations to pray 


for the Gulf Coast from Louisiana to 
Alabama, she said. 

Love offerings 

United Methodists donated more than 
$64.5 million to the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief’s hurricane recovery 
efforts. The final disbursement of funds 
was released by UMCOR in March. 
UMCOR also managed another $66 mil¬ 
lion contributed from foreign governments 
in a project called Katrina Aid Today. 

Because UMCOR funds are restricted to 
helping people rebuild their homes, the 
United Methodist Council of Bishops 
established the Katrina Recovery Appeal to 
help rebuild churches and assist with other 
ministry needs. That appeal raised nearly 
$5 million. 

But those are just the official numbers, 
said the Rev. Chris Cumbest, pastor of St. 
Paul United Methodist Church, Ocean 
Springs, Miss. 

“People brought materials, Home Depot 
cards, gave money to the local churches 
they were staying in. ... What you see on 
paper is just a small bit of what the 
response has been over the past five years,” 
he said. 

“Volunteers from England to Costa Rica 
to the Philippines and all of the United 
Methodist annual conferences have been to 
Mississippi,” said Sharp. “The United 
Methodist connection is fabulous.” 

People like Leona Cousins will tell you 
it was the church that was there to care for 
their physical and spiritual needs. 

“While we are most grateful for our 
local, state and federal systems, we have 
been reminded time and again that people 
need spiritual nurture and personal relation¬ 
ships along with the physical recovery,” 
said the Rev. Don Cottrill, provost for the 
Louisiana Annual (regional) Conference. 

“There is a need that only the faith com¬ 
munity can feed.” 
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Louisiana United Methodist 
Children and Family Services 
hires Program Director for 
Southwest La. facility 

Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services is pleased to 
announce the hiring of Dr. Steven M. 
Franks as Program Director for its new 
facility located in Sulphur, La. Dr. Franks 
will be responsible for the coordination 
and supervision of the new residential pro¬ 
grams being implemented there. 

Dr. Franks accepted the position and 
began his duties on August 16. Dr. Franks 
comes to us from Millcreek of Arkansas, 
where he served as the Clinical Director. 
Millcreek is a 111 bed residential psychi¬ 
atric treatment facility for youth ages 7-18. 

Prior to his employment with Millcreek, 
Dr. Franks served in various locations as a 
Family Therapist Intern where his primary 
duties included working with a team of 
therapists and case managers doing in- 
home therapy and in-school visits with his 
primary focus being the parental unit. 

Terrel J. DeVille, President and CEO of 
LUMCFS stated “We are pleased to have 
Dr. Franks and his family as members of 
the Louisiana United Methodist Children 
and Family Services team.” 


Rethink Worship equips churches for contemporary worship 


What is Rethink Worship? 

Rethink Worship is a day-long experi¬ 
ence in contemporary worship resourcing. 
The day will include dynamic corporate 
worship as well as break-out sessions on 
specific elements of worship. The break¬ 
out times will include sessions on preach¬ 
ing, use of media, music and liturgical 
arts and drama. The leaders for these ses¬ 
sions are a mixture of our own Louisiana 
leadership and persons from the broader 
church leadership. Rethink Worship is a 
way to model new doors of entry into 
God’s kingdom. 

Rethink Worship will provide tools for 
those who offer traditional worship as 
well as for those who provide other styles 
of worship. It is a day to both be a part of 
worship and to leam about worship. 

Who should attend Rethink 
Worship? 

The audience for Rethink Worship is 
local church pastors, lay leadership, and 
worship and music leaders and commit¬ 
tees/teams. All persons are welcome. It is 
expected that local churches will bring 


teams of persons to the event in order to 
have representation in all of the break-out 
sessions and to form a task force to con¬ 
sider ways to integrate the information 
into the life of the congregation. There 
will be no child care provided for the 
event. The day is designed for a youth 
and adult audience. There is a limit of 
1,200 persons for the event. 

Why is Rethink Worship 
helpful and important? 

Worship is at the center of our min¬ 
istry, and worship itself centers on con¬ 
necting people to and to Jesus Christ. 
Worship feeds the hunger of the soul and 
nurtures the spirit through life-giving 
manna of scripture, preaching, music, 
prayer and commitment. Authentic and 
spiritual worship are essential for vital 
congregations. Rethink Worship invites 
our leadership to consider ways to deepen 
the spiritual vitality of worship, and to 
open new doors for those who are not 
currently a part of a worshipping congre¬ 
gation. It provides a time to renew our 
commitment to worship as a means of 
grace. 


When and Where is Rethink 
Worship? 

This exciting resource opportunity will 
be held Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010 at the 
Alexandria Riverfront Center. Participants 
gather at 9 a.m., participate in worship at 
9:30 a.m., break for workshops at 10:30 
a.m. and 1 p.m., and finish the day at 2:30 
p.m. with worship. 

Featured speakers include: 

Jim Walker, co-pastor of Hot Metal 
Bridge Faith Community in Pittsburgh 
(Preaching) 

Len Wilson and Jason Moore of 
Midnight Oil Productions (Use of Media 
in Worship) 

Mark Sorenson and Derek Joyce of 
First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport (Music) 

Rev. Beverly Connelly of St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
(Liturgical Arts and Drama) 

To register, go to www.rethinkwor- 
ship.org. Lunch is included in the registra¬ 
tion fee of $20 per 
person. 


Interpreter Alert 

The School for Contemplative Living in 
New Orleans is named in the September- 
October 2010 issue of Interpreter, the offi¬ 
cial ministry magazine of The United 
Methodist Church. The Rev. William 
Thiele, spiritual director, and some partici¬ 
pants are part of articles on renewed inter¬ 
est in ancient patterns of spiritual forma¬ 
tion. View the story online at 
http://www.interpretermagazine.org/interi- 
or. asp?ptid=43 &mid=14285. 

Also included in this issue of Interpreter 
are a reflection on the Gulf oil spill, com¬ 
ments from the Rev. Kirby Verett on the 
tension between business and the environ¬ 
ment and a brief report on the Louisiana 
Conference’s “bags of hope” ministry. See 
those at 

http://www.interpretermagazine.org/interi- 
or. asp?ptid=43&mid=14288. 

An interview with “ordinary radical” 
Shane Claiborne and reflections on the 
Gulf Oil Spill are also among the featured 
articles in this month’s issue. 

Read Interpreter online, then start your 
own subscription to the magazine in paper 
or digital format at 

http:// secure.umcom.org/ store/catalog/Publ 
ications,83.htm. In addition, encourage 
your congregation to order World Service 
Fund-paid subscriptions for 10 leaders. 
Details at http://enrollment.umcom.org/ or 
by calling United Methodist 
Communications Customer Service, (888) 
346-3862. 


RETHINK 

CHURCH 


Capital gains tax rates 
will increase in 2011 

Don’t wait to sell your appreciated assets. 
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(225) 346-1535 


If you own stock or appreciated assets and 
wish to sell, don’t wait too long. Capital 
gains tax rates will increase in 2011. 

Rather than pay the higher tax, consider 
funding a charitable remainder unitrust 
that will bypass the tax. Leave a gift to 
your United Methodist church and receive 
income for life. 

For more information, please call us or 
visit our website. 


Give to your church instead of 
Uncle Sam! 


(800) 256-9317 


www.umf.org 











For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster response efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Response Center 
at 


( 225 ) 346-5193 
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Remembering Rita 



Like many conference churches, Warren United Methodist Church in Lake Charles meets the needs of a community still coming 
back from the devastation of Hurricane Rita. The storm, which hit the Gulf Coast in 2005, destroyed Warren UMC’s sanctuary. 
The congregation now meets in church buildings that once belonged to Oak Park UMC in Lake Charles. Warren UMC places a 
strong emphasis on community outreach, and sponsors an annual health fair in the church complex. Deputy Samuel Hartley, 
right, representing the D.A.R.E. program at this year’s fair, visits with Rev. Anice Moses, pastor of Warren UMC, during the 
event. 

Warren UMC thriving in post-Rita Lake Charles 


BY BETTY BACKSTR0M 

When Rev. Anice Moses began serv¬ 
ing Warren United Methodist Church in 
June of 2009, she knew the church was 
facing major transitions. 

After all, Rev. Moses was the first 
female pastor to serve the predominantly 
African American church in Lake 
Charles. 

Warren UMC was also still hurting 
from the loss of its sanctuary which was 
destroyed by Hurricane Rita in 
September of 2005. 

And as Rev. Moses acknowledged, the 
congregation was still attached emotion¬ 
ally to its previous pastor. 

She met the challenge with a heart full 
of compassion for those she would be 
serving. “I am glad to say that the con¬ 
gregation warmed up to me pretty fast. 
I’m a person who always allows people 


to say what they need to say at the time, 
and many of them just needed to express 
their pain,” said Rev. Moses. “My great¬ 
grandmother always used to say, ‘If you 
have a wound, it will never heal if you 
pretend that it’s not there.’ But exposing 
the wound, then putting salve on it will 
bring about healing. God has brought us 
to that healing place.” 

Rev. Moses continued, “As a congre¬ 
gation we are embracing the fact that 
God has brought us into a new season. 
That’s why it is important that we listen 
to each other so that we can hold the 
memories and stories that have brought 
us to where we are, while also realizing 
that we live in an ever changing world.” 

The journey over the past five years 
for Warren UMC has been filled with 
challenges. 

When their historic church sanctuary 


was destroyed, the congregation needed 
to find a place to worship. The church 
was invited by Oak Park UMC—a large¬ 
ly Caucasian congregation in Lake 
Charles—to use their sanctuary for wor¬ 
ship services. 

Rev. Simon Chigumira was pastor of 
Warren UMC at the time Hurricane Rita 
hit Louisiana. Rev. Roger Templeton was 
senior pastor for Oak Park UMC. 

Both pastors realized that it would be 
important to maintain separate worship 
opportunities for the respective churches. 
“Warren’s congregation had been through 
so much change and trauma, we knew it 
was essential that they maintain some 
element of what was familiar. Also, 
Simon and I both recognized that the 
worship styles of both congregations 

See Warren UMC, page 6 






































2 


Louisiana 


SEPTEMBER 24, 2010 


ON THE JOURNEY 


Remembering Rita 


Hurricane Rita came calling three 
weeks following Katrina. Several of us 
from the emerging Disaster Recovery 
ministry were making a tour of other 
areas of the Conference, informing them 
of the ravages of Katrina, reporting on 
the whereabouts of clergy and laity from 
the New Orleans area, and discussing our 
earliest thoughts and plans as to how we 
would respond long-term. We had not 
finished all our planned stops when the 
weather service began to say a new 
storm, Rita, was strengthening in the 
Gulf and the residents of southwestern 
Louisiana should begin evacuation. 
Without finishing our planned visits, we 
headed back to Baton Rouge to ride out 
this next storm. 

Tom Hazelwood from UMCOR (who 
was traveling with us around the 
Conference) went home with me and we 
watched the reports hour by hour. We 
settled in that night for the arrival of 
Rita. The morning after Rita made land¬ 
fall, Tom, Don Cottrill, Darryl Tate and I 
made our way to Lake Charles. It was a 
major disaster area! Trees were down 
everywhere. Power lines snaked across 
deserted streets. Evidence of high water 
was everywhere. The city was basically 
a ghost town. 

We found Doug and Tamara de 
Graffenreid in the deserted First United 
Methodist Church building. They had 
ridden out the storm there and were safe. 
We visited them for a few minutes, left 
them fresh water and food and continued 
on to the southern parts of Calcasieu 
parish and Cameron parish. We couldn’t 
go far because of the vastness of water 
from the huge storm surge that had 
flooded the southwestern areas. By the 
time we worked our way from Sweet 
Lake to Lake Arthur, Gueydan, Kaplan 
and Abbeville we knew we had under¬ 
gone another huge loss of property and 
livelihoods. Added to the losses caused 
by Katrina, the people of Louisiana had a 
very long road of recovery in front of 
them. 

Gatherings with the clergy of the area 
were reminiscent of those of only a cou¬ 
ple of weeks before. Stories of horror, 
destruction, fear, thankfulness, and deter¬ 
mination for survival were all mixed 
together. Dr. Doug Ezell and Patti Ezell, 
then District Superintendent and spouse 
of the Lake Charles District did a phe¬ 
nomenal job of connecting with dis¬ 
persed people, gathering them in extend¬ 
ed arms of love, giving them daily 
updates on conditions and instilling hope 
in their hearts. I’ve often wished the 
general population of The United 
Methodist Church in Louisiana could 
have experienced the incredible positive 
spirit of these gatherings of clergy and 
families following these storms. They 
were some of the most powerful times of 
witness to God’s power and strength in 


which I have ever 
participated. 

The recovery 
from Rita has slowly 
made its way for¬ 
ward. Many of the 
steps forward were 
erased by Ike in 
2008 when another 
major blow came to 
this area. Cameron 
and Grand Chenier 
were once again flooded and faced major 
steps to recovery. Residents throughout 
the region had homes flooded and 
destroyed. Some churches that had 
escaped the destruction of Rita were 
flooded this time. And once again, the 
resilient people of Louisiana rolled up 
their sleeves and began to muck, dig, and 
clean their way out of the problem. 

So much has happened over the past 
five years that has strengthened us, 
helped us, moved us forward in our faith, 
and made our lives more of a testament 
to God’s love and grace. Though the 
storms were destructive, they have 
brought us closer to one another across 
the state, have bound us together, and 
have made us conscious of our deep 
dependence on God’s strength and care. 
Whatever our friture holds, I believe we 
will face it with greater confidence and 
hope. 

I am reminded of the great passage in 
Romans that says, “Who will separate us 
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, 
or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is 
written ‘For your sake we are being 
killed all day long; we are accounted as 
sheep to be slaughtered.’ 

“No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved 
us. For I am convinced that neither 
death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any¬ 
thing else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8: 35- 
39, NRSV) 

My prayer is constantly that we be 
spared any more such disasters. But 
should they come, we will meet them 
with resilience and confidence that God 
is with us and will lead us to the light. 

It’s all part of our journey now - and “we 
wouldn’t take anything for it.” 

In Christ’s love, 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


Workable Evangelism 

Make Evangelism Work for You! 

with Dr, Bob Pierson from Leadership Nexus 
October 16 f row lO a.m. to 4 p.w. 

First U nited Methodist Church — PineviHe 
2.5SO Monroe Highway, Pmeville, LA 713 &Q 

In His final words lo His disciples, Christ said, "Co rrrto the all (he world 
anti make disciples of all rubbra. baptizing i/wm in the name of rbo fa- 
r/ic-j-, dip Son .mrf r/ic Holy Sflrrri. And irarfun/* them to ribry t 

haw cornmanded of you.' But how dn wp effectively sprpjH |hi> G(kjh*I 
and make disciples of Jesus Christf Dr. Robert Pierson created Leadership 
Nexus lo help churches discover resources, training and ideas to be more 
effective and innovative in nuking disciples of Christ 

Build Your Workable Evangelism 

Tool Belt 

Last November, we focused on how to rethink evangelism. Now. it's 
time- lo slan working evangelism! 

—► Understand the iheology behind fcVorJrflbiTp |vangeJjjm. 

Identify the needs in your area and develop specific steps lo put 
into prartirp your own net* Wuhpd lYOrkab/r 1 vangc^sui prac¬ 
tices. 

—► Learn to witness in an effective and grace-centered way. 
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Stained-glass windows cast shadows on the pews inside Grace United Methodist Church. Ronald Southall, pictured above, sings during worship at First Grace UMC, a congrega¬ 
tion that resulted from merging First UMC and Grace UMC in New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina hit the city in 2005 . UMNS photos by Kathy Gilbert. 

First Grace UMC: Diverse church lifts up New Orleans 


Marilyn Osborn, 82, a petite woman 
with snow-white hair, and George Lewis, 
an African-American man in a bright yel¬ 
low tropical shirt, are in the back of the 
church rockin’. 

“I just can’t stay still when the music 
has a good beat,” Osborn said with a big 
grin. 

In fact, the whole place is jumping to 
“I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me”—not some¬ 
thing you would expect in a tail-steeple, 
historically white United Methodist church 
in New Orleans on Sunday morning. 

Marilyn McCall, around the same age as 
the “other Marilyn,” looked around at the 
racially mixed congregation and said, “I 
think this is more the way God intended us 
to be.” 

For hundreds of years before Hurricane 
Katrina, First United Methodist and Grace 
United Methodist existed in their own 
worlds. Geographically they were less than 
a mile apart, but they were divided by race. 

The few and faithful 

Katrina hit Grace hard, leaving the sanc¬ 
tuary of the historically black church dam¬ 
aged and unusable. First, traditionally 
white, was soaked by 5 feet of floodwater 
in its sanctuary, office and Sunday school 
rooms, but was structurally sound. 

When the dust settled and the water 
receded, First and Grace were two of 90 
churches in Louisiana damaged by the 
storm, without pastors and with an uncer¬ 
tain future. 

In June 2006, Louisiana Area Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson appointed the Rev. 
Shawn Moses Anglim as lead pastor of 
eight United Methodist churches. Six were 


historically black churches. The other two 
were St. Marks United Methodist and First 
United Methodist. He had the assistance of 
three part-time pastors. 

As people started coming back to New 
Orleans, decisions were made to merge, 
close or recreate congregations. Anglim 
was starting to see the possibilities in com¬ 
bining First and Grace. 

Some thought the bishop was trying to 
force mergers, Anglim said, but he was cre¬ 
ating a space for something new. 

“Eventually, it was just clear to me the 
door was being opened,” said Anglim, now 
pastor of First Grace. 

He polled members of both First and 
Grace churches and posed the question: 

“Do you think we can do more for our city 
as one body of Christ than we will ever be 
able to do as two bodies, one mile apart?” 

There were a lot of tears, but everyone 
knew the right answer, he said. 

Grace 

One of the first people Anglim 
approached with the merger idea was 
Margaret Ferguson Washington, who had 
been a member of Grace for 32 years and 
was a strong lay leader. 

“I wanted something more stable. When 
Pastor Shawn approached us with the idea 
of a merger because we had two small 
churches less than a mile apart, I thought 
that was a very good idea,” she said. 

Merdes Troullier, who joined Grace in 
1965, said after Katrina membership 
dropped to about 30. 

The idea of merging was hard at first. 
“But I got an open mind. It has been the 
best thing that ever happened to us,” 


Troullier said. 

Attendance since the merger has steadi¬ 
ly increased from about 47 to more than 
200. On a recent Sunday, the church wel¬ 
comed nine new members. 

“It has grown by leaps and bounds. I 
think it is a reflection of New Orleans,” 
Washington said. 

First 

At 184 years old, First United Methodist 
Church is even older than Grace. 

Marilyn Osborn, the secretary for First 
Grace, joined First in 1946 at age 17. 

When she evacuated the area for 
Katrina, Osborn was sure church would 
only be canceled for one Sunday and she 
and her husband would be back within 
three days. 

“We took off on Aug. 28 and came back 
on Oct. 3,” she said. “This church had 5 
feet of water over the entire first floor; we 
lost everything.” 

After the storm, attendance at First fell 
from around 100 to a dozen. 

It is the “new” people who were not at 
First or Grace before the storm that have 
given First Grace its joy, members said. 

First Grace 

One of the most enthusiastic new mem¬ 
bers is Stephanie K. Martin, who is the 
official greeter. 

“I believe when a person comes through 
those doors we want them to feel wel¬ 
comed and we want them to feel loved. I 
strive to do that every Sunday. It is not 
fake. It is for real.” 

Martin credits First Grace with the 
peace she has in her life. 

She did not live in New Orleans before 


or during Katrina. She and her sons were 
on a streetcar passing First Grace one 
Sunday when they saw the gathering out¬ 
side the church. 

“My son saw a mixed group of people 
and he wanted to try it. I, of course, said 
that is an all-white church, and we can’t go 
there. I’m not going to expose you to that.” 
But he insisted. 

As a single mother, Martin said the 
church has been a blessing to her son, pro¬ 
viding him with an extended family of aun¬ 
ties and male role models. 

Striking the right note 

“When we get together and talk about 
Shawn behind his back we all say he push¬ 
es you but he doesn’t push you to do any¬ 
thing you can’t do,” Martin said. “That’s 
trust. It doesn’t make sense, we don’t make 
sense, this city has so much racial dishar¬ 
mony it is ridiculous. So we are not logi¬ 
cal.” 

Maybe not. But the congregation is joy¬ 
ful. 

“You’ll always get that joy on Sunday,” 
Anglim said. “But your faith journey will 
have to become a real journey at First 
Grace because the diversity is real.” 

What happened to New Orleans was 
horrific, Anglim said. People lost every¬ 
thing. Yet what you feel now is there is so 
much possibility. 

“We’ve been baptized by Katrina,” he 
said. 

“The name represents the church. It is 
what it is ... nothing but a bunch of grace, 
nothing but a bunch of love, nothing but 
acceptance to be who you are,” said Martin 
with a smile. 



Tia Tucker, left, and Robin 
Pearce are two of many young 
people who 

are active members of First 
Grace United Methodist Church 
in New Orleans. The Rev. 
Shawn Moses Anglim, pastor of 
First Grace United Methodist 
Church, blesses Raven Firmin. 
UMNS photos by Kathy Gilbert 
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In the Wesleyan tradition Louisiana’s United Methodist Churches 



Faith Community United Methodist Church of Youngsville recently collected toiletries and non-perishable foods for coastal families who suffered an economic blow from the Gulf oil 
spill. Elementary school students and youth from Faith UMC, above left, collected food at a local grocery store. A group of volunteers from the church are shown delivering the 
items to Clanton Chapel UMC in Dulac, La. The coastal church assisted with the distribution of the items. 

Faith Community UMC working to help Louisiana’s coastal families 


With a trailer full of food and a dozen 
empty ice chests, Faith Community United 
Methodist Church of Youngsville, set out 
September 12 for Dulac, Louisiana. For an 
entire month, the church collected toiletries 
and non-perishable foods for coastal fami¬ 
lies who suffered an economic blow when 
the Gulf oil spill temporarily shut down the 
fishing industry and shortened the shrimp 
season. 

Recognizing the community’s needs, 
Faith Community worked with Rev. Kirby 
Verett, pastor of Clanton Chapel in Dulac, 
to devise a plan to meet those needs. In 
August, the congregation hosted a commu¬ 
nity-wide food drive to help stock Clanton 
Chapel’s food bank. Church members 


brought in their donations and volunteers 
set up the church trailer outside a local gro¬ 
cery store, inviting the community to par¬ 
ticipate in the collection as well. Rock 
Barron, a member of Faith Community, 
reflected on the experience, saying, “The 
people coming to shop were so gracious 
and generous even in a down economy. 
When people can connect and know where 
their gifts are going they will reach deep 
and give generously with a cheerful heart. 
And they did! What a blessing to be a part 
of that.” 

And the church collected more than just 
food that day. “We were overwhelmed by 
the generosity of the community and the 
stories we heard from those who made 


donations,” says Rev. Nancy Wofford, pas¬ 
tor of Faith Community UMC. “Some peo¬ 
ple told us stories about Dulac. Others 
wanted to talk to us about the church and 
asked us to pray for them or their families. 
It was a powerful reminder of how the 
Church establishes and strengthens com¬ 
munity bonds as they live out their faith 
witness in the marketplace.” 

Food collection was only part of the 
plan. The other part involved the empty ice 
chests. Working with Rev. Verett, Faith 
Community was able to purchase shrimp 
from local fishermen to bring back to the 
congregation. After unloading the collected 
items and learning more about the min¬ 
istries of Clanton Chapel, the team from 


Faith Community headed to the docks to 
fill shrimp orders from members and 
friends of the congregation. Upon return, 
the church hosted a shrimp boil to thank 
everyone for their participation and to kick 
off fall programming. It was a great 
evening full of fellowship, music and fabu¬ 
lous shrimp, but as Barron says, “Well, the 
shrimp boil was the icing on the cake. 
Personally, I feel connected to people when 
I can participate in feeding them.... I’d like 
to think what I felt may have been similar 
to what Jesus may have felt when feeding 
the multitudes. When we serve others in 
Christ it gives us an inner joy, identifiable 
and measurable only by God.” 



The ‘Ramp Tramps” ministry team from Clinton United Methodist Church recently 
built a ramp at the home of the Price family in Wilson, La. Pictured are John 
Cadenhead, Tom Staples, Billy DeLee, Daryl Guy, Donald Guy, homeowner 
Malissia Price and her sister, and Charles Goss. Rev. Ken Graham is the pastor of 
Clinton UMC. 


Clinton UMC 


Grace UMC - Ruston sends LAVIM team to Mexico 



Nine members of Grace United Methodist Church, Ruston, recently served on a 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team to Victoria, Mexico. The team served from July 2- 
9 at Cristo de la Roca Methodist Church in Victoria. Members of the team were, bot¬ 
tom row, Connie Cline, group interpreter, Kim Belue, Dr. Mike Belue, Mike Mitchell, and 
top row, Walter Moss, Deborah Lynch, Eric Alexander, Holly Alexander and Beth 
Mitchell. 




































SEPTEMBER 24, 2010 


Louisiana 


C o nfe re n 


I 


5 


strive to be of service to their fellow communities, and the world 



Summer Grove UMC sent a Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team to Matamoros, Mexico in April of this year. Team members pictured above left, are, back row, Jeff Norden and 
Don Olson, second row, Ben Zeichner, Emily Morrow, Angie McEachen, Wesley Bray, Donna Home and Johnny Home, and front row, Mark Bray, Karensa Bray, Shelley Bray, 
Candy Olson, Pam Ammons and Bill Zeichner. Above right, team members mix concrete while working at a Matamoros Methodist church. 


Summer Grove UMC sends LAVIM team on mission to Matamoros, Mexico 


Summer Grove United Methodist 
Church in Shreveport sent a Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission team to Matamoros, 
Mexico this past April. The journey served 
as the church’s first international LAVIM 
mission. 

Team members went out each day to the 
Casa de Comunion Y Bendicion Methodist 
Church just on the outskirts of Matamoros. 
The group finished the last portion of a 
concrete roof, carrying bags and water to 
the rooftop and mixing them right there. A 
bucket “brigade” also carried 500 buckets 
of rock and sand to the roof to finish the 
mix. 

Three members of the group ran a med¬ 
ical clinic at the church during the daytime. 


Local residents were helped with minor 
medical issues. 

Some team members hosted an evening 
Vacation Bible School for children of the 
church. The group also ate at a local restau¬ 
rant and made a couple of visits to a local 
fruit stand. 

Prior to leaving for Mexico, there were 
many in the church and on the team who 
had heard about the violence in Mexico 
and who were concerned about the team’s 
safety. “Once we crossed over the border 
into Matamoras, those fears quickly sub¬ 
sided,” said Rev. Mark Bray, pastor. Donna 
Home, a first-time mission team member, 
said, at “no time” did she feel in danger. 
The group agreed that the mission was a 



“wonderful experience,” and plans are 
already being made for a return mission in 
2011. 

A recent letter from Willie Berman, 
director and VIM Coordinator for the 
Eastern Conference of The Methodist 
Church of Mexico, addressed the topic of 
team safety. He writes: 

“Please understand that we cannot guar¬ 
antee that nothing bad will happen. In 
Mexico, we as civilians have learned that 
we should be careful where we are and at 
what times of day. But, we continue to live 
our normal lives. 

What people are hearing on the media is 
tme, but it is taken out of context. Those 
are isolated events and very few innocent 


people have been killed. 

Our commitment to you is your safety. 
No teams that have visited us have gone 
back to the United States with fears or bad 
experiences. We continue to pray that the 
Lord will grant us safety where ever we 

go.” 

Berman concluded the letter by remind¬ 
ing us, “Jesus came to Earth when you and 
I would think it was not safe for him to 
come. There wasn’t even a hospital to 
receive a baby... or hand sanitizer in our 
pockets ... or a McDonalds in every city. . 
. what was the Father thinking? . . .There 
was no internet to ask the missions coordi¬ 
nators?! . . I think that the angels reported 
back, “Send Him, they need Him!” 



Homeowner, Mr. Kirk, stops by for a visit with Ross Ellerbe, who served on a mission team from First United Methodist Church of Columbia. The team worked on repairs for three 
different homes in San Marcos, Tex. The mission team from First UMC poses for a group photo during a rare work break. 

First UMC, Columbia deploys team to repair homes in San Marcos, Texas 


Nine members of First United 
Methodist Church in Columbia, La. partici¬ 
pated in a summer mission work camp in 
San Marcos, Texas at Southside 
Community Center. The center helps local 
people in need, gives shelter to the home¬ 
less, feeds the hungry every night, helps 
prevent homelessness, and helps meet the 
basic needs of people. They are partially 


funded by the United Methodist Church. 
The center was previously under the 
General Board of Global Missions, but is 
now under United Methodist Women. 

During the summer, Southside receives 
grants that help them choose homeowners 
for renovation assistance. The homeowners 
must go through an extensive process to be 
chosen for this. A contractor and his crew 


are hired and oversee the work at all home 
sites. All work is done up to city code. The 
homes are worked on during the summer 
by various groups that come in from June 
through August. The contractor then com¬ 
pletes any unfinished work. 

The nine members of First UMC in 
Columbia worked on repairs for three 
different homes in the area. They replaced 


wood on the outside of a house, put up 
sheet rock, laid flooring, painted inside 
walls, built a porch, and completed several 
other repair jobs. While on the trip, the 
group was able to enjoy the sights in San 
Antonio for one day and to have some time 
floating down the river. Rev. Stuart 
Sherman is pastor of First UMC and 
Hebert UMC. 
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LSU’s Wesley Foundation gets a face lift through generous donations 



Rev. Don Meeks, director of the Wesley Foundation at Louisiana State University, stands in front of the Foundation’s facilities near the Baton Rouge campus. Generous donations 
have made it possible for the facilities to receive badly needed repairs. Painter in a bucket lift is shown caulking windows before painting begins. 


BY REV. DON MEEKS, DIRECTOR 
LSU WESLEY FOUNDATION 

Over the years, the Wesley Foundation 
at LSU has had the blessing of strong sup¬ 
port from area churches in making 
improvements to its facilities, which are 
located on East Chimes Street in Baton 
Rouge. However, as is the case with all 
church properties, there are ongoing main¬ 
tenance needs that must be addressed in 
aging buildings. 

Repair work has been needed on the 
exterior of the buildings, particularly the 
wood trim around the roof and windows, 
the vertical support steel, and the caulking 
around the windows and between brick 


work and exterior wooden doors. A 
chiller/boiler air conditioning and heating 
system that was designed to last 30 years— 
and has been nursed into service for a total 
of 45 years—is on schedule for replace¬ 
ment. 

The Wesley Foundation Board of 
Directors has done an excellent job of shar¬ 
ing the news about our needs with others. 
So far, the Wesley Foundation has received 
a series of anonymous gifts totally around 
$70,000, earmarked for these very neces¬ 
sary improvements. We will also be 
upgrading the wireless internet equipment, 
purchasing a new sofa and several chairs 
for the upper level gathering area, and 





replacing carpeting and paint for the resi¬ 
dential areas on the lower level. 

Apparently, God’s timing is better than 
that of the best stock brokers. One gift of 
stock was made to the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana on behalf of the 
Wesley Foundation specifically to address 
these needs. The stock, which was origi¬ 
nally thought to be worth around $49,000, 
went up in value the day of the sale and 
produced approximately $59,000 for the 
project. 

These monies are now being used to 
complete the exterior improvements, leav¬ 
ing roughly $10,000 designated as seed 
money toward the replacement of the ener¬ 


gy-consuming air conditioning and heating 
system. 

The support of the conference and its 
members makes a huge difference in the 
lives of the students at LSU. Together we 
are in the mission of developing a new 
generation of spiritual leaders for the 
church and the world. This property and 
these facilities help make that possible. 
Thanks to each of you for your past sup¬ 
port and for what you are going to do to 
keep this the vital ministry it is today. 
Please visit our website at www.lsuwes- 
ley.org to see what you can do to help us 
further our ministry. 



Bridgette Williams, above left, leads a group of women in an exercise class during Warren UMC’s community-wide health fair, held Sept. 11 in the church complex. The church’s 
Vacation Bible school, held this summer, served as an outreach opportunity to area neighborhoods. The Lake Charles congregation lost their original sanctuary when Hurricane 
Rita hit the Louisiana coast in 2005. The church now operates from buildings that were once the home of Oak Park UMC in Lake Charles. 


Warren UMC, from page 1 
were quite different—Warren with a spirit¬ 
ed praise style and Oak Park with its tradi¬ 
tional approach. We wanted to respect 
those differences,” said Templeton. 

In the past few years, even more 
changes have taken place for both congre¬ 
gations. 

Oak Park UMC, which had been deal¬ 
ing with a gradual decline in membership, 
decided to become a “Legacy” church— 
they disbanded as a congregation but voted 
to pass on their church property for use by 
the Warren congregation. 

Now the church is, as Rev. Moses says, 


“living into the blessing.” “We are moving 
forward, living out a vision that we have 
set for ourselves. We are seeing things 
through a different lens.” 

Community outreach is a high priority 
for ministry at Warren UMC. The church 
has sponsored two city-wide health fairs 
and just held a “Back to School Bash,” 
complete with food, games and free school 
supplies for 150 area children. 

“We had another great Vacation Bible 
School this summer, which pulled heavily 
from the community,” said Rev. Moses, 
who added that three new participants in 
VBS have since joined Warren’s youth 
group. 


She is pleased with the success of an 
ecumenical prayer breakfast sponsored by 
the church this past April, and a fashion 
show that “brought out a lot of folks from 
the community.” “Everybody had so much 
fun. The music was upbeat and the atmos¬ 
phere was festive. We realize that it is 
important to ‘do church’ in different ways. 
It’s not always about good preaching on a 
Sunday morning. Sometimes the message 
is delivered through the hospitality that you 
share with others.” 

Members are enthusiastic about the con¬ 
temporary “youth service,” which is held 
on second Sundays at 11 a.m. “The music 
is a plus that usually brings everyone to 


their feet,” said Rev. Moses, who shared 
that the church is planning a Thursday 
evening service with a community meal 
this fall. 

Like the city of Lake Charles—and so 
many areas that were devastated by 
Hurricane Rita—Warren UMC is still 
recovering. “They got uprooted, but the 
church is willing to bloom where they are 
planted. They have been blessed, and they 
want to share those blessings with others. 
We continue to just look for the positive, to 
find the blessings in the storm. And we 
will, if we allow Jesus to bring us to them,” 
said Rev. Moses. 
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St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in New Orleans is introducing two new worship services, adding to the existing 11 a.m. Sunday worship, which is a traditional service. A con¬ 
temporary Sunday service will be added at 9 a.m. The service, to be known as ‘The Highway,” is incorporating new styles of music and the use of a projector. The band which 
will play for the service is pictured during a recent practice. St. Luke’s has already started a short Wednesday night service that starts at 6:45 p.m. and lasts about 30 minutes. The 
service, known as ‘The Retreat,” uses meditative music and a darkened sanctuary, shown above. 

St.Luke’s UMC - New Orleans adds contemporary service 


St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in 
New Orleans anticipates a busy calendar 
this fall, with Second Harvest and Habitat 
for Humanity volunteer projects, a Rock ‘N 
Bowl social, a women’s retreat and a 
Blessing of the Animals. 

The church is also introducing two new 
worship services, adding to the existing 11 
a.m. Sunday worship, which is a traditional 
service. 

“United Methodist conference leaders 
have called on local churches to ‘open new 
doors’ for prospective members as part of a 
broad effort to ensure vibrancy and 
growth,” wrote Rev. Irvin Boudreaux, sen¬ 
ior pastor. 

“We believe the services will become 


powerful tools in attracting families and 
individuals to our congregation.” Rev. 
Boudreaux is urging St. Luke’s members to 
give life to a new vision for serving the 
community, while at the same time respect¬ 
ing traditional worship rituals that are cher¬ 
ished by longtime members. “Both goals 
can be accomplished as the St. Luke’s 
community pulls together,” he added. 

Sometimes congregations have to reex¬ 
amine what they are doing, Irvin told mem¬ 
bers of the Church Council. “The church 
has to have more than one door of entry. To 
rethink church is to make ‘church’ a verb 
and not a noun.” 

A contemporary Sunday service will be 
added at 9 a.m. The service, to be known 


as “The Highway,” is incorporating new 
styles of music and the use of a projector. 

A band with electronic drums will be fea¬ 
tured and casual dress will be encouraged. 
This new service, which leads into the 10 
a.m. Sunday school hour, will begin Nov. 
28, the first Sunday of Advent. 

St. Luke’s has already started a short 
Wednesday night service that starts at 6:45 
p.m. and lasts about 30 minutes. Known as 
“The Retreat,” the service has a contempla¬ 
tive tone, using meditative music and a 
darkened sanctuary. “The Retreat” features 
a brief sermon, Holy Communion and 
prayer/devotional time. 

Rev. Boudreaux, who will deliver the 
sermon at all three services, emphasized 


that the traditional service on Sunday 
morning will maintain its current style with 
the use of robes and use of familiar United 
Methodist liturgy and hymns. 

St. Luke’s member Dan Lund, who 
recently filled in as a speaker for the con¬ 
temporary service at Rayne Memorial 
UMC, is assisting in developing the new 
worship plans. Lund will serve as a volun¬ 
teer worship leader for the new contempo¬ 
rary service. 

Church members are excited about the 
changes. As one member said, “We’re not 
taking anything away—we’re adding 
options.” 



Haughton UMC 


Haughton United Methodist Church (Shreveport District) is one of 16 conference 
churches participating in a two-year program designed to help smaller churches 
create bigger evangelistic outreach.The program is part of Town and Country 
Ministries.The church chose Haughton High School, located across the street, as 
an outreach focus during the two year period. To kick things off, the congregation 
hosted the school’s faculty and support staff for lunch Aug. 10 during their first in- 
service day. Over 100 people attended the meal which began with prayer for the 
school, the staff and the students. ‘We had a lot of interaction with them and hope 
this coming together will be the beginning of working with administrators and coun¬ 
selors to help us make a connection with some students and families that might 
need help outside of the school setting,” said one church member. The church 
plans to repeat the lunch event in January of 2011. 



Noel UMC - Shreveport 

Don Whittington and Jim Byrd from the Upper Room Sunday school class at Noel UMC 
in Shreveport assemble equipment for the church’s new Adult Learning Center 
class. Since 2008, Noel and Community Renewal have partnered together to help 
adults obtain their GEDs. The program has been so successful that a second class¬ 
room was recently added to house all the additional students. 
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Asbury UMC hosts 
workshop for 
single parents, 
blended families 

Asbury United Methodist Church, 
located at the comer of Johnston and Live 
Oak Streets in Lafayette, is offering a 
workshop on Oct. 10 for single parents and 
parents living in blended families. “Pump 
It Up” will offer two breakout sessions will 
equip parents with skills and resources to 
facilitate and promote healthy relationships 
in a new family structure. 

The event facilitators are Melissa 
Lowery, LPC, NCC and Roy Petitfils, MS, 
CI. Topics included in the sessions are 
stepchild bonding, sibling rivalry, single 
parent empowerment and age specific 
adjustment tools. 

The event will be held from 4-6 p.m. in 
the Children’s Ministry Building, Rooms 
208 and 209. 

Space is limited and registration is 
required. A nursery will be provided if 
reservations are made by October 7. Please 
call Lynley Jones, director of Children’s 
Ministry, at (337) 456-6100 for workshop 
and nursery reservations. You may also 
call the church office at (337) 984-4211. 

Mt. Sequoyah retreats 

Leaves of Gold, October 18-21 

Join Bishop Richard Wilke, retired 
Bishop and creator of the DISCIPLE Bible 
Study, and Mary White, the New Mexico 
Volunteers in Mission Coordinator, for 
Leaves of Gold. Featured workshops 
include English Paper Piecing, Beginner 
Handbells and Bible Study. 

Autumn Time, October 25-28 

Join Rev. Kevin Amos, pastor of St. 
Andrew UMC in Kansas City, Missouri in 
combination with Rev. Fred Trevino, min¬ 
ister for Senior Adults Ministry at First 
UMC, Richardson and Gary Beathard for 
Autumn Time. Workshops include 
Spiritual Journaling, Nightlight Beading 
and Aviation/Aircraft. 

For registration and lodging informa¬ 
tion, visit www.mountsequoyah.org or call 
( 479 ) 443-4531 or toll free, (800) 760- 
8126. 

Music Leader sought 

Mangum Chapel United Methodist 
Church is looking for a music leader for 
the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service. Applicants 
will be expected to sing (including special 
music), direct music during worship, intro¬ 
duce the congregation to one new song 
monthly, introduce contemporary music to 
the congregation, and attend special func¬ 
tions requiring music. Applicants who play 
a musical instrument will be given prefer¬ 
ence. Salary is negotiable based on ability. 
Please contact Tim Gilmore at 
tgilmorel6@yahoo.com if interested. 


RETHINKCHURCH 

RETHINKCHURCH 


Rethink Worship equips churches for contemporary worship 


What is Rethink Worship? 

Rethink Worship is a day-long experi¬ 
ence in contemporary worship resourcing. 
The day will include dynamic corporate 
worship as well as break-out sessions on 
specific elements of worship. The break¬ 
out times will include sessions on preach¬ 
ing, use of media, music and liturgical 
arts and drama. The leaders for these ses¬ 
sions are a mixture of our own Louisiana 
leadership and persons from the broader 
church leadership. Rethink Worship is a 
way to model new doors of entry into 
God’s kingdom. 

Rethink Worship will provide tools for 
those who offer traditional worship as 
well as for those who provide other styles 
of worship. It is a day to both be a part of 
worship and to leam about worship. 

Who should attend Rethink 
Worship? 

The audience for Rethink Worship is 
local church pastors, lay leadership, and 
worship and music leaders and commit¬ 
tees/teams. All persons are welcome. It is 
expected that local churches will bring 


teams of persons to the event in order to 
have representation in all of the break-out 
sessions and to form a task force to con¬ 
sider ways to integrate the information 
into the life of the congregation. There 
will be no child care provided for the 
event. The day is designed for a youth 
and adult audience. There is a limit of 
1,200 persons for Rethink Worship due to 
the venue and the programming 

Why is Rethink Worship 
helpful and important? 

Worship is at the center of our min¬ 
istry, and worship itself centers on con¬ 
necting people to God and to Jesus Christ. 
Worship feeds the hunger of the soul and 
nurtures the spirit through life-giving 
manna of scripture, preaching, music, 
prayer and commitment. Authentic and 
spiritual worship are essential for vital 
congregations. Rethink Worship invites 
our leadership to consider ways to deepen 
the spiritual vitality of worship, and to 
open new doors for those who are not 
currently a part of a worshipping congre¬ 
gation. It will help us renew our commit¬ 


ment to worship as a means of grace. 

When and Where is Rethink 
Worship? 

This exciting resource opportunity will 
be held Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010 at the 
Alexandria Riverfront Center. Participants 
gather at 9 a.m., participate in worship 
and workshops, and finish at 3:30 p.m. 

Featured speakers include: 

Jim Walker, co-pastor of Hot Metal 
Bridge Faith Community in Pittsburgh 
(Preaching) 

Len Wilson and Jason Moore of 
Midnight Oil Productions (Use of Media 
in Worship) 

Mark Sorenson and Derek Joyce of 
First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport (Music) 

Rev. Beverly Connelly of St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
(Liturgical Arts and Drama) 

To register, go to www.rethinkwor- 
ship.org. Lunch is included in the registra¬ 
tion fee of $20 per 
person. 



Locking in income 
for a lifetime 


Check out the benefits of a charitable 
gift annuity. To learn how you can lock in 
income for a lifetime, simply give us a call 
or visit our website. 


*Two-life rates are lower. 

Lock in lifetime income for yourself while 
securing the future of your church. 


UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- f. I'AiTCi'jm.J - 

u IrTl I mb Uhl Mi tWlR- lixtllkT 


With a charitable gift annuity, you transfer 
cash or an investment to us and we pay you 
fixed income for life. Your income payment 
will never change and is backed by all of our 
assets making it a reliable source 
of income for your future now, and the 
future of your church later. 


Age 

Rate 

65 

5.3% 

70 

5.7% 

75 

6.3% 

80 

7.1% 

85 

8.1% 

90+ 

9.5% 


Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 


(225) 346-1535 


(800) 256-9317 


www.umf.org 



























For the latest 
information regarding dis¬ 
aster response efforts, visit 
the La. Conference web 
site at 

www.la-umc.org 

or contact the UM 
Disaster Response Center 
at 

( 225 ) 346-5193 
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Conference serves the poor with ‘Day of Caring’ 


Local churches throughout the 
Louisiana Annual Conference will partici¬ 
pate in a variety of poverty outreach pro¬ 
grams during “A Day of Caring: Feed My 
Sheep” on May 14, 2011. 

Congregations are asked to design a 
service project that will be implemented on 


that day, focusing on the needs of the poor 
in their neighborhood or community. 

“In 2011, the denomination and the con¬ 
ference are focusing on ‘engaging in min¬ 
istry with the poor.’ As we have focused on 
the elimination of diseases like malaria and 
AIDS, we now stretch our efforts even fur¬ 


ther to assist in the elimination of poverty 
by ramping up our volunteer efforts,” said 
Bishop William W. Hutchinson. 

Many of Louisiana’s United Methodist 
churches already have excellent programs 

See Day of Caring, page 6 


M inistry to the Poor 



Rev. Arnold Brown, senior pastor of Neely United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, leads a Bible Study for senior citizens at 
the Baranco YMCA. Like so many congregations in the Louisiana Conference, Neely UMC is located in an area of the city 
where crime, poverty and a lack of education affect the lives of many. The church is the site of a Shalom Zone, and is deeply 
involved in ministry to those living with the negative effects of poverty. 


Neely UMC ministers to poor as Shalom Zone 


BY BETTY BACKSTROM 

Neely United Methodist Church—like 
so many congregations in the Louisiana 
Conference—is located in an area of 
town where crime, poverty and a lack of 
education are keeping many people in 
“bondage.” 

This historic church, which serves a 
predominantly African American congre¬ 
gation, has been a Community of Shalom 
site since 2007. 

“Sometimes it feels as though folks 
have almost forgotten about this part of 
town and its people. We at Neely feel 
strongly that our congregation should 


become a part of the solution and not be 
part of the problem,” said Rev. Linda 
Joseph. 

Today, more than 300 Shalom min¬ 
istries work to transform negative forces 
within their communities into positive 
actions for peace. Their focuses include 
spiritual renewal, economic development, 
health, healing and strengthening race, 
class and cultural relationships. 

“As a Community of Shalom site, 
Neely tries to be a place where people 
can enhance their personal development 
in order to attain a better quality of life 
and be socially involved in a peaceful 


atmosphere. In everything we do, the 
church is creating a place where individu¬ 
als and families can be self-reliant,” said 
Rev. Joseph. 

Perhaps more than the average United 
Methodist church, Neely is intensely 
involved in ministry to those living in 
poverty. Church members are actively 
involved in the Kids Hope USA in-school 
mentoring program at Polk Elementary; 
ministry to the Roosevelt Housing 
Project, including providing an on-site 
Vacation Bible School, job fairs, literacy 

See Neely UMC, page 6 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


Prepositional Preposition 


I’ll never forget taking a youth group 
to a sister church in our community 
where we were to share in a mission 
emphasis of reaching out to the poor. 

Our selected role for this particular mis¬ 
sion was to paint the parsonage of the 
pastor and family of a very economically 
deprived neighborhood church. We 
arrived ready and eager to begin our 
work and I was “proud as punch” of our 
youth who had shown up in large num¬ 
bers to do this “hands-on work of the 
body of Christ.” 

When I knocked on the parsonage 
door, the wife of the pastor greeted me 
and invited me in. The house had been 
emptied of furniture so we could get 
right to the task. So, I brought the kids 
in, scattered them to various rooms, and 
gave the buckets of paint Mrs. Pastor had 
selected as the new colors for her home. 
The work began. 


The Conference 
Task Force that is 
approaching the next 
Focus Area of the 
General Conference, 
“Engaging in 
Ministry With the 
Poor”, has chosen as 
the theme “Feed My 
Sheep”, and that will 
drive our efforts in 
Louisiana as we 
undertake this all- 
important mission. I just want to call to 
our attention that the action word in that 
Focus Statement is “WITH”, and that is 
quite different than “TO” or “FOR”. 
“WITH” demands conversation, consul¬ 
tation, coordination, and co-creation with 
those who are caught in the vicious cycle 
of poverty. “WITH” is much more 
demanding and difficult than either “TO” 
or “FOR”. 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


It wasn’t long before some of the 
tedious work of painting began to 
become boring. That’s when the first 
paintbrush full of one of the chosen col¬ 
ors was applied to the T-shirt of one of 
the painters. Then came another swipe 
from a wannabe participant and it only 
took seconds for the whole thing to 
erupt. Paint was everywhere. Mrs. 
Pastor stood looking horrified and heart¬ 
broken all at the same time. 

I managed to corral the mischief-mak¬ 
ers, but not before the hardwood floors 
were spattered with globs of paint. Even 
though I set several to working on get¬ 
ting that paint up, others in the kitchen 
were dropping as much paint on the cabi¬ 
net top as they were getting on the cabi¬ 
nets themselves. And so it went in 
almost every room. 

By the time we left that afternoon, we 
had managed to spread the chosen paint 
on the correct walls, but we had made a 
horrendous mess that was almost impos¬ 
sible to rescue. Mr. and Mrs. Pastor 
were kind in their thanks, but I could see 
the look in their eyes that they were so 
disappointed. What had been a common 
dream of theirs and mine had turned out 
to be a common nightmare. It was my 
last such effort without some very seri¬ 
ous training and preparation before we 
approached any mission work again. 

What had happened in this instance 
was ministry “TO” the poor. And man, 
did we take it “TO” them! We had failed 
miserably in Christ’s vision of a shared 
love and ministry “WITH” the poor. 

I fear we still believe if we just do 
something “TO” or “FOR” the poor then 
we have fulfilled the great vision of 
Christ that “inasmuch as we do it to the 
least of these, we have done it unto him.” 
But doing anything “unto them” falls far 
short of what we are commanded to do. 


The immediate images that came to 
my mind when I heard the theme, “Feed 
My Sheep”, were “Join my Sheep”, “Sit 
with my Sheep”, “Bless my Sheep”, and 
“Guard my Sheep.” And the questions 
that plague my thoughts are, “Who do 
we know, I mean really know, that is 
poor and caught in the cycle of poverty. 
What do these persons think? How do 
they feel? How do they love? And how 
can we be in ministry “WITH” them.” I 
suspect most of our churches will find 
this exercise among the hardest they 
have done. Oh, I certainly believe we 
know how to do the first two things well, 
and do them well - ministry “TO” and 
“FOR.” But ministry “WITH” is much 
more elusive and demands so much more 
of us. 

I don’t want us just to splatter paint 
on the walls and floors of some of our 
brothers and sisters homes who don’t 
even have enough influence and strength 
to stop us from doing so. I want us to 
truly sit at table with them, get to know 
them, grow to love them, and work 
alongside them to approach the systems 
and procedures that keep them locked 
into the cycle of poverty. I’m trying to 
figure out how I personally can do that 
and be of help in some way. Please pray 
with me that I will find an adequate 
answer. 

“Ministry with the poor will mobilize 
United Methodists to reduce poverty and 
embrace the poor as valued members of 
the family of faith.” That’s our mandate. 
That’s Christ’s hope. That’s my prayer. 
What a journey this will be! I look for¬ 
ward to walking it with you and those we 
will come to know and love as a result. 


In Christ’s love, 

6M dM 


Bill Hutchinson 



Centenary choir to perform at Broadmoor UMC 


The Centenary College Choir will pres¬ 
ent a free concert in the sanctuary of 
Broadmoor United Methodist Church in 
Baton Rouge on Saturday, Oct. 23, at 6 
p.m. This group of over 50 singers always 
gives an exciting and polished perform¬ 
ance. The theme of their tour program is 
“Water, World, Witness,” embodying 
images and sounds of change, cultural 
exploration, and transformation. The 


repertoire of the program is very diverse — 
a Broadway medley of “Big River,” world 
music such as “Loch Lomond,” a 
Brazilian folk setting of “O fiilu lorere”, 
and spirituals like Moses Hogan’s “I Can 
Tell the World” and Jack Halloran’s 
“Witness/ 4 The choir is traveling to Brazil 
and Argentina in May of 2011. Broadmoor 
UMC will be the site of their 2010-2011 
tour debut. 
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Hagans House, a shelter for women, is a ministry of First Grace United Methodist Church in New Orleans and is run by young adults. Hagar’s House staff members are shown as 
they gather for a morning devotional. Angela Davis, house coordinator, is pictured above right. UMNS photos 

Young adults answer God’s calling at New Orleans shelter for women 


The window air conditioner’s mechani¬ 
cal purr blends with the sounds of a happy 
puppy leaping from lap to lap as a small 
gathering of young adults starts their week 
with a Monday morning devotion. 

A plate of blueberry and poppy-seed 
muffins provide the fuel, and Nichole 
Luebum gets the discussion started with a 
question, “What are you doing to impact 
your community and the church?” 

To an outsider, this sounds like a no- 
brainer. Angela Davis, 29; Luebum, 26; 
Sarah Fleming, 26; and Eric Gremillion, 

29, are living in old Sunday school rooms 
in a church damaged and flooded by 
Hurricane Katrina so they can mn a shelter 
for women and children 24/7. 

Community and church seem to be what 
they are all about. 

A steady flow of servant-minded young 
people have found their calling at Hagar’s 
House, a ministry serving women and chil¬ 
dren housed at First Grace United 
Methodist Church. 

The Rev. Shawn Anglim, pastor of First 
Grace and a former campus minister at 
Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, 
recmited Davis, Fleming and Gremillion to 
help restore and rebuild congregations 
when he was appointed to New Orleans in 
2006. 

Safe haven after the storm 

As New Orleans stmggled to recover 


from the monster 2005 storm, women - 
many single mothers with small children - 
were living on the streets. The cost of 
rental property tripled after Katrina, pricing 
many out of affordable housing. 

With winter coming, the city needed 
what First Grace had: a big, mostly empty 
building. An outside agency approached 
the church to ask if some of the rooms 
could house women and children as freez¬ 
ing nights were in the forecast. 

Fleming remembers sitting at the First 
Grace administrative council meeting in 
November 2007, praying the project would 
be approved. 

“People were living in tents and sleep¬ 
ing bags or sometimes just on the ground 
in front of City Hall and under the 
Claiborne Underpass less than a mile from 
this church,” she said. 

Since that time, Hagar’s House flour¬ 
ished in ways “beyond my imagination,” 
she said. 

Stories of many Hagars 

“Working at Hagar’s House is pretty 
much what I do night and day,” said Davis. 
“The women are amazing. It is a gift to 
know them.” 

Davis, house coordinator, has a Master 
of Divinity degree from Princeton. She 
loves the biblical origin of the shelter’s 
name and gets excited when she talks about 
Hagar’s story in the Hebrew Bible. 


“Hagar was enslaved by Sarah and 
Abraham, and when Sarah couldn’t have 
children, she told Abraham to go into 
Hagar’s tent. The way I read that, Abraham 
rapes Hagar and she becomes pregnant, 
Sarah gets jealous and Hagar becomes 
homeless in the wilderness with her child.” 

It is her survival that offers hope, Davis 
said. 

Hagar’s House has offered a community 
of hope for more than 70 women and chil¬ 
dren since it opened in 2007. 

Every Monday night the women and 
staff have a circle meeting together. “I’m 
not sure if I want to live in this community 
(with other young people in the church) or 
that community. They are strong, interest¬ 
ing, diverse, tunny women,” Davis said. 

Women come to the shelter for various 
reasons and usually stay six months or until 
they are able to move into permanent hous¬ 
ing. The house can shelter four unaccompa¬ 
nied adults and three families, usually 
mothers with young children. 

Residents are required to work full-time 
or be in an educational program. The adults 
must participate in programs on physical 
health, emotional healing and financial 
planning. All children must be enrolled in 
school. 

Yoga, art therapy and gardening are 
some of the other options offered, Davis 
added. 


“Physical, emotional and spiritual health 
are all components to a healthy communi¬ 
ty.” 

Incredible work 

Living in bedrooms that used to be 
Sunday school rooms is something the 
young adults take in stride. Shared living 
space and even a shared pet, Mo’Isa, are all 
part of their home life. 

The main living space was once a small 
fellowship hall. A tiny kitchen is tucked in 
one comer hidden behind a folding parti¬ 
tion. A plaid couch and dusty blue cloth 
chairs are obvious donations from generous 
church members, and a huge pool table 
takes up half the room. The young adults 
keep track of chores and working shifts on 
a big green chalkboard. 

Young adults come and go as work or 
school takes them to other places. Fleming 
and Gremillion will be leaving soon to start 
school. Fleming will start seminary at Iliff 
to pursue a master’s degree in art and 
social change and Gremillion will start 
graduate school at the University of New 
Orleans. 

Luebum, a native of Los Angeles, was 
part of a summer internship at First Grace 
last year. She has returned as assistant 
music director and as part of the staff at 
Hagar’s House. 

“This is a perfect place to come and be 
a servant,” she said. 


Flooding in Pakistan threatens 


the lives of millions of children 


The floodwaters covering Pakistan have 
swept away homes and crops, destroying 
the country’s schools, health-care centers 
and roads - the essence of its social sys¬ 
tem. 

That is why faith groups must support 
relief efforts alongside international gov¬ 
ernments, says a United Methodist working 
there for Church World Service. 

“This crisis is so big it threatens the 
core of Pakistan,” declared Sidney 
Traynham in a telephone interview from 
Islamabad. 

Up to 20 million people have been 
affected as the waters have covered an area 
in Pakistan equal to the size of England. 
Millions are homeless, and 6.5 million 
acres of crops have washed away in Sindh 
and Punjab provinces. 

“Weeks after the onset of the disaster, 


millions of people are still in need of 
immediate assistance in terms of shelter, 
food, safe drinking water and health servic¬ 
es,” Church World Service reported Aug. 

31. Church World Service is a partner of 
The United Methodist Church. 

“With time, the increasing need for 
longer-term assistance is rapidly rising. 
Restoration of income-earning opportuni¬ 
ties, reconstruction of houses, re-establish¬ 
ment of education and health services are 
top priority.” 

“As a United Methodist, working here 
with Church World Service, it’s really been 
great to receive support from the United 
Methodist Committee on Relief,” 
Traynham said. Church members can sup¬ 
port UMCOR’s assistance by donating to 
Pakistan Flash Floods UMCOR Advance 
#982450. 



Covering approximately 160,000 square kilometers, the 2010 monsoon rains and gla¬ 
cier melting have resulted in Pakistan’s worst natural disaster. Close to 20 million peo¬ 
ple were affected. Photo courtesy of Church World Service. 
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Society of St. Andrew devotional 


Preparing the Way is an Advent devo¬ 
tions and giving program focuses on Jesus’ 
coming while offering opportunities to feed 
hungry children and adults here in the 
United States. 

Through daily devotions, scriptures, and 
prayers, this Advent Devotions program 
will nourish the spirit while providing an 
opportunity to feed the hungry. 

During the season of Advent, the 
Society of St. Andrew devotional booklet 
asks participants to prayerfully reflect on 
the scriptures and devotions and also to 
join in the ministry of feeding America’s 
hungry by making a financial donation. 

Last year, donations made through SoSA’s 
Advent devotional program provided more 
than 1.2 million servings of food to the 
hungry. 

All materials for this Advent devotional 
program are free from the Society of St. 
Andrew. For a church sample kit or a per¬ 
sonal packet, visit 

www.endhunger.org/advent.htm , call (800) 
333-4597 or email church@endhunger.org 



preparing 

Way 


The Society of St. Andrew is an offi¬ 
cial partner in hunger ministry with The 
United Methodist Church and receives 
finding through Advance # 801600. 



Asbury UMC - Franklin 
St. Paul UMC- Jeanerette 


United Methodist Women from Asbury 
UMC in Franklin and St. Paul UMC in 
Jeanerette -recently held a workshop on 
“Joy to the World: Mission in the Age of 
Global Christianity.” Participants enjoyed 
wearing a variety of hats to represent their 


“mission as women of many hats working 
throughout the community.” The group is 
planning a mission trip to UMCOR Sager 
Brown Depot in Baldwin, La. Rev. Darrel 
Briggs Sr. is pastor for Asbury and St. Paul 
UMCs. 


UMC - Baton Rouge 


Camphor Memorial 

Camphor Memorial United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge celebrated 
“Supporting Our Troops Sunday” on Sept. 
12. The theme was “Strength For Service 
to God and Country.” Nearly 70 military 
members and friends of Camphor were 
honored during a “roll call” by Rev. Mary 
Robinson, associate pastor. Posting of the 
Colors was conducted by students of the 
R.O.T.C. program at Scotlandville Magnet 
Senior High School and the “Battle Hymm 
of the Republic” was performed by Minnie 
Raby. 

Rev. Darlene A. Moore, senior pastor, 
remembered the victims of 9/11 as well as 
the soldiers who lost their lives in Iraq and 
in other wars. First Sgt. Alsobrook, 

R.O.T.C. teacher at Scotlandville High, lit 
commemorative candles. 

Retired CM Sargeant Major William 


Jones, an active member of Camphor and 
the local community, presided over the spe¬ 
cial program. Guest speaker was Marshall 
H. Smith, a board-certified doctor in 
Family Medicine and General Psychiatry. 
He took care of wounded soldiers in Saudi 
Arabia and Iraq and was awarded the 
Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal, Army Achievement Medal and the 
National Defense Service Medal. Dr. Smith 
spent countless hours and days in chapel 
worshipping as a Christian soldier with fel¬ 
low Americans and soldiers from Iraq and 
Uganda. 

Revs. Mary A. Robinson and Darlene 
A. Moore are pictured below with Lt. Col. 
Marshall H. Smith, fifth from left, and 
other participants in a special service hon¬ 
oring our country’s service men and 
women, as well as victims of 9/11. 




Re-thinking Church: The Holy Lounge 


Imagine walking into a local coffee 
shop on a weekday evening and finding the 
place packed with young adults. A jazz trio 
is playing Top 40 tunes, contemporary 
Christian hits, gospel favorites and timeless 
hymns. The air is filled with a feeling of 
joy and hospitality, laughter and communi¬ 
ty, and you wonder—“Who are these peo¬ 
ple? Where do they come from . . . and 
how can I join in?” 

First United Methodist in Baton Rouge 
has started a unique outreach to young 
adults, focusing largely on ages 22-35. The 
Holy Lounge, a fellowship time for this 
important demographic, started out in the 
Parish Hall, and now meets in Brew Ha-Ha 


Coffee Shop on Jefferson Highway. 

According to Rev. Katie McKay, associ¬ 
ate pastor at First UMC, the ministry’s 
intention is to reach out to young adults in 
the congregation as well as those who are 
un-churched, or who have not been a part 
of a faith community for some time. 

The Holy Lounge provides a hospitable 
place for young professionals to meet, 
share coffee and refreshments, enjoy music 
and engage in “meaningful conversation.” 

The church will next host The Holy 
Lounge on Oct. 18 and Nov. 29, starting 
both nights at 7 p.m. To find out more 
about the ministry, visit the church website 
at www.firstmethodist.org 


Noel UMC - Shreveport 


The Greater Gift Market will be held 
Saturday, Oct. 30 from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. in 
the gymnasium at Noel United Methodist 
Church, 520 Herndon in Shreveport, La. 

The market provides an opportunity to 
get a “head start” on the holiday season 
offering gifts that support sustainable, fair¬ 
trade markets both in our community and 
around the world. 


Items featured include a large selection 
of jewelry, purses, needlework, bath and 
body items, toys, holiday ornaments and 
other handcrafts. Also available are coffees, 
teas and chocolates from Ten Thousand 
Villages. There will be art and jewelry 
from local artists and alternative gift items 
from Noel Neighborhood Ministries. For 
more information visit www.noelumc.org. 
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LAVIM to bring group to Indian Ashram 



LAVIM volunteers from the McNeese Wesley Foundation gather in December of 2009 
with Indian students to worship in the E. Stanley Jones Chapel at the Sat Tal Ashram in 
Northern India. The Ashram integrates worship, Bible study, daily work details and per¬ 
sonal space to offer the opportunity to know and leam of God’s presence in the believ¬ 
er’s life. 


Over the past several years Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission teams have traveled 
to India for a number of projects and mis¬ 
sions. One that has continued to capture the 
attention of volunteers and prompted many 
requests for a return is the Sat Tal Ashram 
near Nanital, India. 

Sat Tal, which means seven lakes, was 
establish on an old coffee plantation in the 
foothills of the Himalayas by E. Stanley 
Jones and has remained the gem in the 
Christian Ashram movement over these 
many years. 

LAVIM will return to Sat Tal in 2011, 
departing the United States on May 12 and 
returning on June 3, 2011. The purpose is 
not the usual construction or medical mis¬ 
sion but a spiritual pilgrimage. The original 
Ashrams were 30 days in length, the time 
that Dr. Jones felt it was “necessary to dis¬ 
connect” from a busy world. 

While still much desirable and needed, 
that 30 day schedule has been trimmed to 
today’s busy world and is now a 15-day 
retreat. Pilgrims observe the rhythm and 
movement of the original schedule 
designed by Jones, which does include a 
few hours each day of group work in main¬ 
taining the facility. But, much of the day is 
spent in worship, workshops, Biblical 
study and personal time to walk the trails, 
visit the lakes and to meet God in new and 
different ways. 


This Ashram is held in English and 
gathers believers from all over the 
globe. The Ashram estate is located near 
Nanital, near the border of Nepal. 

This sacred time will also be enhanced 
by the presence of former Indian mission¬ 
aries Carlos and Sarojini Welch. For many 
years, Carlos and Sarojini Welch were in 
ministry with E. Stanley Jones and were 
often on the Ashram summer staff. Sarojini 
served as the Jones’ assistant, and both he 
and Saroj helped to establish psychiatric 
schools as part of the Methodist ministry in 
India. 

The Welch’s have been invited by the 
International Ashram Association to again 
form part of the Ashram leadership staff in 
2011, a return for the Ashram’s 80th 
anniversary! 

The pilgrimage journey in India will 
end with a few days of travel to the famed 
Taj Mahal and Fatephur Sikri in Agra and 
the Lotus Temple and Gandhi Memorial in 
Delhi. 

Registration information can be 
obtained from the LAVIM office at (225) 
346-1646 or LduckN@aol.com. The mis¬ 
sion fee for the pilgrimage is $2,325 
including air fare, lodging, Ashram fees, 
in-country travel, accident insurance and 
most meals throughout the journey. 
Registration and a deposit of $1,400 are 
due no later than Feb. 1, 2011. 


Wesley Ray UMC - Angie 



Wesley Ray UMC in Angie decided to ‘Rethink Worship” during a recent Fourth Sunday 
Praise Party. ‘Every fourth Sunday, the youth have a ‘praise party’ where Jesus is the 
guest of honor,” said Rev. Terrence August, pastor. Sally Ann Roberts, news anchor for 
WWL-TV, Channel 4 in New Orleans served as guest speaker for the most recent 
event. Also participating in the special service were Rev. Ramonalynn Bethley, New 
Orleans District Superintendent and the youth groups from Live Oak and Mary’s Chapel 
UMCs. In addition to the praise party, Wesley Ray, Live Oak and Mary’s Chapel UMCs 
gathered for their Fifth Sunday Charge Church School with over 90 persons in atten¬ 
dance. 



St. Mark UMC - Opelousas celebrates 143 years of ministry 


St. Mark United Methodist Church in 
Opelousas recently celebrated its 143rd 
church anniversary with a series of events. 
The kickoff for the celebration was a 
Family Fun Day on Sept. 11, a musical on 
Sept. 17, and a Memorial on Sept. 18. Rev. 
Brunetta Shamlin served as guest speaker 
for the anniversary service on Sept. 19. 


Rev. Shamlin, a retired deacon in lull-con¬ 
nection with the Louisiana Annual 
Conference, was chosen because her father, 
Rev. Frank Aldridge, was a former pastor 
at St. Mark UMC. Since she grew up in the 
church, Rev. Shamlin was able to share 
some fond memories of the early history of 
the church. 


Gretna UMC to host Family Fall Fest 


Gretna United Methodist Church will 
host its Family Fall Fest Nov. 6 from 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. at the church, located at 1309 
Whitney Ave. in Gretna. 

The annual event will feature food, chil¬ 
dren activities, games, giveaways, health 
screening and special performances by 
Committed, Voices of Thunder, Chuckie 


“C” and other local artists and groups. The 
Fall Fest is free and open to the public. 

Gretna UMC seeks to connect diverse 
communities to a lifestyle devoted to Jesus 
through outreach efforts like the Fall Fest. 
For more information, or to volunteer, 
please call (504) 366-6605. 



Phillips Theological Seminary 901 North Mingo Road 

www.ptstulsa.edu Tulsa, Oklahoma 74116 


Theological education is a sacred journey, an inward 
journey of discovery and an outward journey of leadership 
and action. 


Women and men from more than 20 different denomina¬ 
tions are choosing as their 

sacred path of learning for faithfulness and service. They 
take courses online or on campus toward a variety of degree 
and certificate programs. 


Join us at PTS to begin your journey today. Call 
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Rev. Linda Joseph of Neely United Methodist Church visits with a student at Polk Elementary School in Baton Rouge. Rev. Joseph mentors the young lady as part of the 
Kids Hope mentoring program. Members of Neely UMC are actively involved as mentors at the inner city school. Volunteers from the church are shown serving meals at 
a local homeless shelter. Like so many congregations in the Louisiana Conference, Neely UMC is located in an area of the city where crime, poverty and a lack of educa¬ 
tion affect the lives of many. The church is the site of a Shalom Zone, and is involved in several programs serving the poor. 


Neely UMC, from page 1 

programs, and door-to-door visits; hold¬ 
ing senior citizen Bible studies and arts 
and crafts workshops at a local YMCA; 
providing meals at local homeless shel¬ 
ters; and hosting community health fairs, 
“A foundation has been laid for 


Neeley UMC in Old South Baton Rouge 
as being a church with a strong presence 
in the community. God has blessed us 
with the vision to move ministries 
beyond the walls of the church,” said 
Rev. Joseph. 

Neely UMC is revving up for “A Day 
of Caring: Feed My Sheep” on May 14, 


2011. This conference-wide event focus¬ 
es on encouraging every United 
Methodist church in the state to partici¬ 
pate in hands on ministry to those living 
in poverty. 

“Participating in ministry to the poor 
is simply part of the DNA of Neely 
UMC. Our church continues to provide 


opportunities for all to seek strength, 
spiritual formation, and support to live 
lovingly and justly in the power of the 
Holy Spirit as faithful disciples. For the 
members of Neely, we are driven to min¬ 
ister to each other, to reach out beyond 
the church walls, and to continually draw 
closer to God,” said Rev. Joseph. 


Day Of Caring, from page 1 

in place that serve the needs of those 
affected by poverty. Mentoring programs, 
food pantries, clothes closets and Habitat 
projects—all of these provide immediate or 
long term assistance to those who lack 
financial stability. 

“We encourage churches to build on 
existing ministries to include as many 
members of the congregation as possible as 
we serve others on this special day in May. 
If a local church does not have a ministry 
that serves the poor, this is their chance to 
begin planning and implementing some¬ 
thing that is relevant and needed by the 
underserved of their community,” said 
Bishop Hutchinson. 

For example, if a local church runs a 
food pantry, use May 14 as a work day for 
members to re-stock the pantry and con¬ 
duct a community food drive. 

If a congregation has a group of volun¬ 
teers that are active in a school mentoring 
program, identify a family at the school 
that could use a fresh coat of paint on the 
walls of their house or apartment. 

“Whatever the project, churches should 
think of ways that most members can play 
a role in that project. If someone is not able 
to stock food shelves, they can bring items 
to donate. Members who are not currently 
active participants in their church’s mentor¬ 
ing program can wield a paint brush at a 
Habitat-style fix-up project. And in all 
cases, those who are not able physically 
can serve as prayer partners for their 


church friends and for those in poverty that 
they are serving,” said Rev. Davis Clark, 
pastor of Jordan United Methodist Church 
and chair of the Conference Task Force on 
Poverty. 

Rev. Clark also encourages local 
churches to “pull in” every age group as 
they design their project for May 14. 

“What a great way to stir up those men of 
the church who have not been as active in 
ministry, lately. Give them a task and a 
goal, and watch them join in! Make sure 
that the youth and young adults of your 
church not only take a physical role, but 
are included in the planning of whatever 
your church decides to do. Make them feel 
that their ideas are important, and you will 
get a strong buy-in from those groups.” 

Smaller churches who are concerned 
about their own resources should not worry 
about their ability to participate in this kind 
of project, which could involve a financial 
commitment. “We are encouraging the 
District Ministry Teams to assist local 
churches in partnering together to make 
something special happen on May 14. 
Pooling their resources, even if it is just 
volunteer ‘power,’ will make their efforts 
stronger. Also, larger churches can ‘adopt’ 
smaller churches to partner with in bring¬ 
ing about successful ministry,” said Rev. 
Clark. 

The scope of the project should be pro¬ 
portional to a church’s financial and volun¬ 
teer base abilities. “The size of the project 
is not important. It is critical, however, that 
we all reach out as United Methodist 


churches in the Louisiana Conference to 
show love for our neighbor and to become 
more empathetic to the plight of those who 
simply don’t have enough resources to lead 
stable lives,” said Bishop Hutchinson. 

For churches that are looking for min¬ 
istry ideas, the Conference Task Force on 
Poverty suggests that congregations could 
invite a representative group of folks from 
neighboring areas currently living under 
the oppression of poverty to share a meal 
and conversation. “Many times, we think 
that a certain service or thing is exactly 
what our impoverished neighbor might 
need to turn their life around, or just to 
make it to next month. But if we ask them 
directly, we might be surprised by what our 
neighbors would tell us about their most 
pressing needs,” said Rev. Clark. 

All pastors of local churches have 
received a survey asking for information on 
what ministries are currently in place 
assisting those in poverty. This survey will 
be the basis for a list of current ministries 
throughout the conference and will also 
provide a list of ministries and personnel 
who are involved throughout Louisiana that 
can be a resource to others. The survey was 
mailed to each pastor and lay leader. The 
conference office is asking that each church 
returns one completed survey. If possible, 
please respond by Oct. 15, 2010 via email 
(lcumc@bellsouth.net) or regular mail (La. 
Conference Office, Attn: Rhonda, 527 
North Blvd, Baton Rouge, LA 70802). 

Of course, the Conference Task Force 
on Poverty has great hopes that “A Day of 


Caring” will be more than just an exer¬ 
cise—that it will be the beginning of a con¬ 
ference-wide commitment to effectively 
help stamp out poverty in our state. The 
committee is hoping that many of the inau¬ 
gural projects may just turn into ongoing 
ministries in churches not currently 
involved in ministry to the poor. 

Conference leadership also encourages 
local churches to examine the culture of 
poverty in an effort to better understand 
and support those living in situations that 
many of us have a hard time understand¬ 
ing. “So often, when we see that beggar on 
the street comer, we say to ourselves, ‘He 
looks physically able. Why can’t he get a 
job?’ Or we get down on the single mom 
on welfare. There is often a story there that 
we can’t possibly know. And we can edu¬ 
cate ourselves on the facts about poverty to 
have a better handle on it in order to serve 
others more effectively,” said Rev. Clark. 

Local churches can consider implement¬ 
ing educational studies or Sunday school 
curricula that inform and teach church 
members about the issues surrounding 
poverty or that describe ways we can be 
involved in ongoing advocacy to eliminate 
government policies that harm those trying 
to rise out of poverty. 

Local churches will receive more infor¬ 
mation about this conference-wide initia¬ 
tive over the coming months through the 
conference website, the Bishop’s e-commu- 
nications, the District offices and the 
Louisiana Now! 
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Conference reports professions of faith, baptisms spurred by “rethinking” evangelism 

In November of 2009, the Louisiana Conference hosted Tony Campolo during a Rethink Evangelism event. At the end of the day, the 1,200 participants in the 
event made a commitment to themselves to reach new people for Christ and his Church. 

We prayed together as we renewed our call to “Make Disciples for Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.” We asked God to help us to increase our 
Conference membership by at least 2010 new people in the year 2010. 

The Louisiana Conference is seeking—and still working-to fulfill that commitment. The following chart indicates our progress by listing the number of profes¬ 
sions of faith and Baptisms reported in the past quarter, and for the year to date. We have not asked for the number of persons who have transferred from other 
churches; we are asking for those who have either been baptized and/or who have been received by profession of faith. While all new members are important, we 
are especially interested in seeking to renew our commitment to reaching new people with the Gospel of Christ. 

Numbers do not tell the whole story, but they are an indication of our desire to “Offer them Christ” as John Wesley professed. Each of these new Christians has 
a unique story to tell and a unique gift to contribute to the mission of the Church. 

We congratulate all of those who have been able to play a part in sharing their own faith story with others. We are blessed by your Christian dedication and pas¬ 
sion. 

I pray that you will find ways to share your own story as we profess our faith and share the Good News of Jesus Christ. - Rev. Don Cottrill, provost 


Professions of Faith and Baptisms 


Acadiana 

Alexandria 

Baton Rouge 

Lake Charles 

New Orleans 

Monroe 

Shreveport 

Totals 

Professions of Faith 

Youth (12-18) 

46 

36 

188 

92 

197 

35 

47 

641 

Young Adult (19-35) 

25 

11 

48 

69 

26 

31 

13 

223 

Middle Adult (36-65) 

22 

15 

61 

46 

67 

28 

48 

287 

Older Adult (65 & above) 

9 

1 

5 

21 

14 

26 

18 

94 

Total of Professions 

102 

63 

302 

228 

304 

120 

126 

1,245 

Baptisms 

Infants 

20 

17 

90 

44 

80 

45 

28 

324 

Children (2-12) 

3 

19 

49 

12 

27 

15 

25 

150 

Youth (13-18) 

7 

2 

17 

4 

26 

8 

8 

72 

Adults (Above 18) 

7 

8 

17 

6 

12 

6 

4 

60 

Total Baptisms 

37 

46 

173 

66 

145 

74 

65 

606 


^Numbers represent those churches that turned in information. Some churches have NOT turned in any numbers. 


Northwood UMC in Lafayette rebuilds after a devastating fire 



Northwood United Methodist Church in Lafayette is in the midst of building a new sanctuary after the original building was destroyed by a fire in April of 2009. The building’s frame 
is in place, the roof is going on, and the rooms are taking shape. Northwood’s congregation is currently meeting in the existing fellowship hall. It is hoped that the new building— 
which will house the new sanctuary, classrooms and offices—will be completed by late January of 2011. The new building’s cross/steeple is temporarily standing in the church 
parking lot. Church members posed for a picture in front of the steeple during the recent celebration of the church’s 19th birthday. 


Four easy ways the church can better equip world changing disciples 


From the 

General Board of Discipleship 

Reconnect with Wesley! The Wesleyan 
Leadership Conference wants to help the 
United Methodist Church recover what it 
means to be Christian and Methodist in the 
21st century. Dr. Scott Kisker will present 
the ideas and recommendations from his 
book, Mainline or Methodist: 
Rediscovering Our Evangelistic Mission, 
during the conference at West End United 
Methodist Church in Nashville on Oct. 14- 
16. For more information and to register 
for this event, go to http://gbod.org/wes- 


leyanleadership. 

Refresh rusty skills of youth ministry 
leaders and equip them with new ones at 
the Youth Worker Summit in Orlando Dec. 
1-4. An ecumenical gathering of national 
youth ministry leaders, the Summit gives 
participants an opportunity to explore the 
call and experiences of youth ministry. 
Staff from GBOD’s Young People’s 
Ministry will provide leadership during the 
event, which will include plenaries, work¬ 
shops and affinity groups. For information 
about $100 scholarships for UMC youth 
workers, contact Hank Hilliard at (877) 


899-2780 Ext. 7058 or 
hhilliard@GBOD.org, or go to 
http://youthworkersummit.org/home. 

Build greater bonds between congrega¬ 
tions and Annual Conferences with a new 
leadership DVD for lay leaders and lay 
members appointed to Annual Conference. 
Connecting Your Congregation and Your 
Annual Conference is based on the Lay 
Leader/Lay Member Guidelines booklet 
and offers strategies for leading congrega¬ 
tions, tips on how to improve leadership 
skills and ways to help laity reach beyond 
their congregation’s walls and windows. 


For more information about the DVD, 
which is scheduled for release this month, 
contact Linda Van Keuren at (877) 899- 
2780 Ext. 7013 or lvankeuren@gbod.org. 

Meditate and reflect daily on the word 
of God through The Upper Room 
Disciplines 2011. This daily RCL-based 
companion is ideal for those who preach or 
study the lectionary. Disciplines brings 
together diverse voices in one-page daily 
devotions that weave together scripture, life 
experience and spiritual practices. For more 
information, go to http://bit.ly/b7zm71. 
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Bethany UMC 
Celebrates 53 years 

Bethany United 
Methodist Church, 

4533 Mendez St. in 
New Orleans, invites 
the public to be their 
guest at the church’s 
celebration of their 
53rd year in ministry 
on Oct. 24. 

Rev. Zan Wesley 
Holmes, Jr. will serve 
as keynote speaker during the 11 a.m. serv¬ 
ice. 

Rev. Holmes is Pastor Emeritus of St. 
Luke “Community” United Methodist 
Church in Dallas, Tex. where he served for 
28 years. He was Adjunct Professor 
Preaching at Perkins School of Theology 
at Southern Methodist University for 24 
years. He is the author of Reaching for 
Renewal (1991), Encountering Jesus 
(1992) and When Trouble Comes (1996). . 

Dr. Holmes is a graduate of Huston- 
Tillotson University in Austin, Texas and 
has two graduate degrees from Perkins 
School of Theology at Southern Methodist 
University. 

Rev. Hadley R. Edwards is senior pas¬ 
tor for Bethany UMC. 



Andrew Sherman wins 
$1,000 scholarship 


Andrew Sherman 
has been awarded a 
$1,000 Gift of Hope 
scholarship from the 
General Board of 
Higher Education and 
Ministry. The Rev. Dr. 

Karen Layman Gift of 
Hope: 21st Century 
Scholarship is a special 
scholarship created to Andrew Sherman 
recognize leaders and 
potential leaders in the United Methodist 
Church. Andrew is a member of First 
United Methodist Church in Columbia, La. 
He graduated from Caldwell Parish High 
School and will be attending Louisiana 
Tech University. Andrew is the son of Rev. 
and Mrs. Stuart Sherman of Columbia. 



Christmas on the 
Northshore 2010 

December 12, 2010 
3 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

with 

Pelican Strings 

The Northshore Children’s Chorus 
and 

The St. Timothy Choir 

featuring 

Ebony Preston, soprano 
Concerts are free as a “Gift to the 
Community” 

For additional information, contact the 
church office at (985) 626-3307. 
Free tickets available (recommended) 
November 12, 2010 

St. Timothy on the Northshore UMC 
335 Asbury Drive 
Mandeville, La. 


Rethink Worship equips churches for responsive worship 


What is Rethink Worship? 

Rethink Worship is a day-long experi¬ 
ence in responsive worship resourcing. 
The day will include dynamic corporate 
worship as well as break-out sessions on 
specific elements of worship. The break¬ 
out times will include sessions on preach¬ 
ing, use of media, music and liturgical 
arts and drama. The leaders for these ses¬ 
sions are a mixture of our own Louisiana 
leadership and persons from the broader 
church leadership. Rethink Worship is a 
way to model new doors of entry into 
God’s kingdom. 

Rethink Worship will provide tools for 
those who offer traditional worship as 
well as for those who provide other styles 
of worship. It is a day to both be a part of 
worship and to leam about worship. 

Who should attend Rethink 
Worship? 

The audience for Rethink Worship is 
local church pastors, lay leadership, and 
worship and music leaders and commit¬ 
tees/teams. All persons are welcome. It is 
expected that local churches will bring 


teams of persons to the event in order to 
have representation in all of the break-out 
sessions and to form a task force to con¬ 
sider ways to integrate the information 
into the life of the congregation. There 
will be no child care provided for the 
event. The day is designed for a youth 
and adult audience. There is a limit of 
1,200 persons for Rethink Worship due to 
the venue and the programming 

Why is Rethink Worship 
helpful and important? 

Worship is at the center of our min¬ 
istry, and worship itself centers on con¬ 
necting people to God and to Jesus Christ. 
Worship feeds the hunger of the soul and 
nurtures the spirit through life-giving 
manna of scripture, preaching, music, 
prayer and commitment. Authentic and 
spiritual worship are essential for vital 
congregations. Rethink Worship invites 
our leadership to consider ways to deepen 
the spiritual vitality of worship, and to 
open new doors for those who are not 
currently a part of a worshipping congre¬ 
gation. It will help us renew our commit¬ 


ment to worship as a means of grace. 

When and Where is Rethink 
Worship? 

This exciting resource opportunity will 
be held Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010 at the 
Alexandria Riverfront Center. Participants 
gather at 9 a.m., participate in worship 
and workshops, and finish at 3:30 p.m. 

Featured speakers include: 

Jim Walker, co-pastor of Hot Metal 
Bridge Faith Community in Pittsburgh 
(Preaching) 

Len Wilson and Jason Moore of 
Midnight Oil Productions (Use of Media 
in Worship) 

Mark Sorenson and Derek Joyce of 
First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport (Music) 

Rev. Beverly Connelly of St. Paul 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
(Liturgical Arts and Drama) 

To register, go to www.rethinkwor- 
ship.org. Lunch is included in the registra¬ 
tion fee of $20 per 
person. 


Wk 



What does “fixed income” 
mean to you? 

• 5.5% to 9.5% guaranteed? 

• Partly tax-free income? 

• Immediate tax deductions? 



UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

- i ?! 1 t.auhhiud - 


Future support of your 
favorite ministry? 


Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.5% 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.4% 

80 

7.2% 

85 

8.1% 

90+ 

9.5% 


*Two-life rates are lower. 


Contact us to leam how you can have 
“fixed income” with these benefits. 





























For the latest 
information regarding 
disaster response efforts, 
visit the La. Conference 
web site at 
www.la-umc.org 
or contact the UM 
Disaster Response Center 
at ( 225 ) 346-5193 



CHURCH CONFERENCE MINISTRIES 



Jordan UMC / 3 



St. Luke’s UMC / 4 



First UMC-Winnfield / 5 
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Spaces still available for Rethink Worship workshop 


“Why does our church need to attend 
the conference-sponsored Rethink Worship 
workshop in December? Isn’t it just about 
establishing a contemporary worship serv¬ 
ice in our church?” 

Actually, the purpose of the event is to 
broaden every local church’s resources 
around worship. Many churches are doing 
a really great job when it comes to wor¬ 
ship, but like any organization, we grow 
and become stronger when we “stretch.” 

Event organizers for Rethink Worship 
have designed the day-long workshop to 


provide participants with the necessary 
training and introductory resources to begin 
a new era in their church’s worship. 

“But, is this event ABOUT contempo¬ 
rary worship? 

The answer is “yes” and “no.” “We 
know many churches will never do wor¬ 
ship differently from what they are current¬ 
ly doing; and I personally do not like the 
dividing terms of ‘contemporary’ and ‘tra¬ 
ditional’ when describing worship,” said 
Rev. Joe Connelly, one of the event organ¬ 
izers. “Perhaps a better term to use is 


‘responsive’ worship. We must shape our 
services to respond to the needs of our con¬ 
gregation and community. It may include 
anthems and hymns. It may include gospel 
music. It might incorporate praise and wor¬ 
ship.” 

The event planners believe that partici¬ 
pants will take home a “greater apprecia¬ 
tion for diverse worship experiences” and 
some “21st century” resources intended to 
enhance the worship environment in our 
local churches. 

See Rethink Worship, page 8 


Helping the Immigrant 



Jose Colls (right) and the Rev. Joseph Awotwi, pastor of Newman United Methodist Church in Alexandria, talk about final 
details to equip the new Central Louisiana Interfaith Immigration Center that will be housed in the Newman Community 
Outreach Center in Alexandria. The center opened in late July of this year. Photo by Karina Donica 

Alexandria District assists with immigration center 


BY KARINA DONICA 
kdonica@thetowntalk.com 

Three church groups are joining forces 
with other organizations to establish the 
Central Louisiana Interfaith Immigration 
Center in Alexandria. 

The center opened late July at the 
Newman Community Outreach Center, 
4210 Mac Arthur Drive. 

The Catholic Diocese of Alexandria, the 


Episcopal Diocese of Western Louisiana, 
the Alexandria District of the United 
Methodist Church and the Louisiana Bar 
Foundation are working together to open 
the center. 

The center will offer English as a 
Second Language classes, document trans¬ 
lations, and counsel on naturalization and 
other legal issues. 

“We each see the need for reaching out 


and helping others, and we each recog¬ 
nized that individually we are unable to do 
as much ... and therefore we find the need 
for us to come together and function as a 
unit, having the same goal,” said the Rev. 
Joseph Awotwi from the United Methodist 
Church. 

He said there has been a longtime con¬ 
cern about the lack of services and infor- 

See Immigration Center, page 3 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


The Mission: Timidity and Turpitude 


I had an unexpected day when I could 
stay at home until noon this week and I 
took advantage of it by sleeping later 
than usual, walking later than usual, 
showering later than usual, and going to 
the office later than usual. What fun that 
was! 

While I was shaving that morning I 
had the television on and a mindless talk 
show came on. Before long I was blush¬ 
ing to myself over the topics and lan¬ 
guage of the show. A daughter was talk¬ 
ing about her mother’s intimate 
escapades with younger men and how 
that was an embarrassment to the daugh¬ 
ter. There they stood, side by side, moth¬ 
er and daughter, while they shared their 
most intimate, sick lives and the audi¬ 
ence was totally absorbed by it and 
found it funny and entertaining. I could¬ 
n’t help but imagine myself standing 
there with my own mother. Of course, 
she wouldn’t have been involved in such 
shenanigans to begin with, and I certain¬ 
ly wouldn’t have been airing them on 
national television with her if she had! It 
was indeed disgusting. 

The reason I had that unusual late 
morning time at home was that I had got¬ 
ten home at 12:30 am earlier that morn¬ 
ing after driving home from Lake 
Charles where we had one of the District 
“Conversation With the Bishop and 
Cabinet” sessions. In that time together 
with clergy and laity from the Lake 
Charles District, I had talked at length 
about the “mission” of the church and 
the immediacy of our need to begin to 
take that “mission” seriously and address 
it with strength. 

Most of us are aware that the “mis¬ 
sion” of The United Methodist Church is 
“to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world.” That last 
phrase, “for the transformation of the 
world,” was added at this last General 
Conference session. It seemed that our 
disciples didn’t quite know what to do 
with their discipleship, so this helped 
spell it out. Certainly the world needs 
transforming as is evidenced by this 
sleazy television show I had the dishonor 
of listening to while getting dressed. 

I uphold the constitutional right of 
freedom of speech. I honor the right of a 
person to live their life within the law 
without regard to their moral behavior. I 
do not want to insinuate we need, nor do 
I desire to pursue the presence of “moral¬ 
ity police.” I don’t want to live in a 
Taliban-like society where someone is 
forcing me to live in a certain way that 
may be contrary to my God-given free¬ 
dom. But come on! Haven’t we carried 
our freedom just a little too far? 

I am appalled and ashamed at the way 
some of our leaders act in their role as 
political critics, athletic stars, leaders of 
communities and everyday members of 
society. Maybe I’m prudish, but I am 
convinced we were a stronger society 


when a little moral 
timidity was in 
vogue instead of the 
moral turpitude that 
pervades today. If 
ever we have a ques¬ 
tion about the need 
for the “mission” of 
the church to “trans¬ 
form the world” we 
ought not think 
much further. 

In order for the people of Christ to 
make a difference in this world, we must 
first be His disciples. That means we 
must draw near to him, be invaded by his 
spirit, and begin to live with the mind in 
us that was also in Christ Jesus. (Can 
you imagine Jesus on a morning talk 
show with Mary his mother, talking 
about her dating younger men and the 
intimacy of those relationships and just 
how she might be aroused by what the 
younger ones have to offer? Disgusting, 
huh! ) That’s the first part of the “mis¬ 
sion” - to make disciples of Jesus Christ. 
To accomplish that we must first be dis¬ 
ciples ourselves, or we cannot lead some¬ 
one else into that relationship. 

Then, once they are disciples, they are 
ready to be led beyond themselves and 
into the society to change it to reflect the 
Christlike values they have come to prac¬ 
tice and espouse. We’ll never be a 
healthy and whole nation or world until 
we have first made the “mission” of the 
church the “mission” of our lives. 

I challenge all of us to think about 
that “mission” and then to think about 
what is our “mission field.” Where will 
we work to make disciples? Where will 
we work to transform the world? The 
fields are white unto the harvest! But we 
must choose where we are going to enter 
the field and just what comer of it is ours 
to work. 

Oh that I could live long enough to 
see the suggestive trash, outright filth, 
and decaying societal standards chan¬ 
neled in a new direction. I probably 
won’t last that long. But so long as I am 
able bodied and of sound mind, I am 
determined not to succumb to the morass 
we are in, but will continue to believe 
that the mission to which Jesus called us 
is where I should ply my strength. I 
invite everyone else to join me on this 
journey. 

“Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Matthew 28: 19-20 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 


In Christ’s love, 


fciidM. 




Bill Hutchinson 


Guide One named conference property insurer 


As of September 22, 2010, the 
Louisiana Annual Conference UMC is no 
longer using UMPACT as the Conference 
property insurance carrier. The Conference 
property insurance carrier is Guide One 
Insurance Company with John Tyner of 
Mclnnis Tyner as our agent. The Annual 
Conference-owned properties and district 
offices are included in this coverage. 

Each church or UMC organization in 
the Louisiana Conference may consider 
using Guide One and any authorized agent 
for Guide One for their own property cov- 


The Africa University Advisory 
Development Committee (ADC) will hold 
its Spring 2011 meeting in New Orleans 
immediately prior to the annual meeting of 
National Black Methodists for Church 
Renewal. Whenever the members of the 
ADC and staff of the AU Development 
Office meet in an annual conference, they 
try to visit as many local churches in the 
area as possible to thank the pastors and 
congregations for their continued faithful 
support of Africa University. 

District Superintendent Ramonalynn 
Bethley has been instrumental in encourag¬ 
ing the churches of the New Orleans 
District to receive an Africa University rep- 


erage. If you choose to use Guide One, 
simply contact the agent of your choice to 
make arrangements for this coverage. 

No mandated Conference-wide property 
insurance carrier is being presented to the 
Louisiana Annual Conference, although 
Guide One currently insures over 100 
churches and UMC organizations in the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. Guide One 
is also prepared to design and offer for 
your consideration the Conference mini¬ 
mum recommended amounts of coverage. 

meeting in New Orleans 

resentative on Sunday, Feb. 20, 2011. To 
date, 10 pastors have opened their pulpits 
to receive a guest preacher/speaker. Those 
churches include Asbury, Carrollton, First 
Street, Peck Wesley, Rayne Memorial, St. 
Marks, St. Matthew, Hartzell Mt. Zion, 
Munholland, St. Matthew’s in Metairie and 
Thomas. 

The tentative schedule of events for the 
meeting is: Feb. 19 - AU “Conversations” 
at First Street, Peck Wesley; Feb. 20 - AU 
Saturation Sunday; Feb. 21 - Visit to 
Dillard University with radio and TV inter¬ 
views; and Feb. 22 - ADC meeting at the 
New Orleans Marriott. 


Africa University to hold 


In Memoriam 


Rev. Nathan Daniels 

9 - 22-10 

Rev. Maria J. Kennedy 

9 - 25-10 
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Members of Jordan United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge harvest sweet potatoes from the Garden of Tolerance, an outreach community garden that provides free vegetables 
to thousands of hungry people each year. Rev. Davis Clark, pastor of Jordan UMC, talks about the project and how it will fit into “A Day of Caring: Feed My Sheep,” a conference¬ 
wide initiative focusing on ministry to the poor in 2011. 


Jordan UMC serves the poor through the ‘Garden of Tolerance’ 


Eight years ago, Rev. Davis Clark was 
hunting on some property in Mississippi 
owned by a member of Haven United 
Methodist Church, a New Orleans church 
pastored at the time by Clark. 

His attempts at hunting, that day, had 
failed. But the trip was ultimately a suc¬ 
cess. 

“I was looking around the property, 
which is approximately 20 acres in Liberty, 
Mississippi. I spent some time praying, and 
it seemed that God was telling me that the 
land could be used to feed hungry people,” 
said Rev. Clark, who is now pastor of 
Jordan United Methodist Church in Baton 
Rouge. 

Lamell Weathersby, owner of the prop¬ 
erty, liked his pastor’s idea of turning the 
fallow fields into a feeding ministry. Within 
the year, the “Garden of Tolerance” was up 
and running. 

Rev. Clark has high praise for 
Weathersby’s generosity and expertise in 
making the garden a reality. “Lamell 
bought a tractor and other equipment so 
that we can plant and harvest the fields. He 
has giving us a lot of information and guid¬ 
ance on farming and how to do it properly. 
And the only rent he will let us pay for 
using the property is free vegetables,” he 
said with a smile. 

After establishing the garden during his 
tenure at Haven UMC, the project followed 
Rev. Clark to Baton Rouge when he came 
to Jordan UMC in 2006. 


Church members work the fields year 
round, harvesting sweet potatoes, field 
peas, com, butter beans, okra and water¬ 
melons. “We had 300 bushels of field peas 
this year and over 2,000 watermelons. Last 
year’s melon crop, which was our biggest 
ever, produced 4,000,” said Rev. Clark. 

A grant received through the United 
Methodist Church gave the project the 
hinds needed to prep the ground, buy seed 
and fertilizer, and even provide transporta¬ 
tion funds to bring workers to and from the 
fields, located about 60 miles north of 
Baton Rouge. 

Currently, approximately 90 percent of 
the vegetables harvested are given away to 
people who cannot afford to buy them. 
“After a harvest, we bring the produce back 
to the church. We get the word out to peo¬ 
ple, and they come by and pick them up. 
For some folks who are unable to get to us, 
we deliver the vegetables. We have been 
blessed to feed thousands through this proj¬ 
ect,” he added. 

Rev. Clark, who serves as chair of the 
Conference Task Force on Poverty, admits 
that leading the task force has been an “eye 
opener” for him. “Truly, I didn’t understand 
the depths of poverty until I became chair¬ 
person. But, through working with the 
Garden of Tolerance, I have certainly seen 
that the number one priority for people is 
that they need to eat!” 

The ministry is “powerful,” he added. 
“We hope that many positive programs will 


branch off from the garden ministry. 
Ultimately, we hope to teach folks living 
with poverty to grow their own food. It’s a 
great way to subsidize your grocery bill 
and to help your family have a healthier 
diet.” 

Rev. Clark is a firm believer in the 
“spiritual” side of farming. “The food nour¬ 
ishes your body and working out in the 
fresh air nourishes your soul. And the 
blessings derived from being independent 
and creating something for your self cannot 
be measured. As the saying goes, ‘Give 
them a fish and they eat for today. Teach 
them to fish, and they eat for a lifetime.’” 

Although Jordan UMC is not set up to 
cook meals at the church, they are willing 
to supply feeding programs with produce. 

The church’s outreach ministries are not 
limited to operating the Garden of 
Tolerance. The United Methodist Men’s 
group at the church has begun a mentoring 
program for young men, connecting with 
area sports teams to establish relationships 
between church members and young peo¬ 
ple. 

“We host a breakfast on third Sundays, 
and have already had the Baton Rouge 
Community College men’s basketball team 
as our guests. The Glen Oaks boy’s basket¬ 
ball team has also participated. We hope to 
play a helpful role in the lives of these 
young men, providing someone to turn to if 
they have questions or problems in life. 
Hopefully, by building relationships, we 


can ultimately help them turn to God rather 
than turning inward. Perhaps we can help 
to curb the violence that happens when 
people feel helpless and lost,” said Rev. 
Clark. 

Jordan UMC is also developing a year- 
round tutoring program and has hosted a 
“Boy’s Night Out” on several occasions, 
including trips to the Hornets games in 
New Orleans. “The United Methodist Men 
have even pitched in to purchase a van to 
help with the ministry. I’m so proud of the 
efforts of this dedicated group.” 

The Conference Task Force on Poverty 
is spearheading “A Day of Caring: Feed 
My Sheep” on May 14, 2011. On that day, 
congregations are asked to implement a 
service project focusing on the needs of the 
poor in their neighborhood or community. 

“We encourage churches to build on 
existing ministries they may have to 
include as many member of the congrega¬ 
tion as possible as we serve others on this 
special day in May. If a local church does 
not have a ministry that serves the poor, 
this is their chance to begin planning and 
implementing something that is relevant 
and needed by the underserved of their 
community,” said Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson. 

Readers can find more about the “Day 
of Caring” on the conference website at 
www.la-umc.org 


Immigration Center, from page i 

mation available to immigrants, document¬ 
ed as well as undocumented. 

“Many immigrants have a fear of being 
sent away so they try to keep a low profile, 
and in that spirit they are willing to accept 
anything — even things that are extremely 
unfair — so that they can be here,” said 
Awotwi, whose Newman United Methodist 
Church will be donating space and utilities 
for the center. 

One of the goals of the center is to edu¬ 
cate people and help immigrants understand 
“that they are of value, they are precious in 


God’s eyes, and we see them as human and 
will treat them as humans,” Awotwi said. 

The center is the culmination of a four- 
year effort by the churches to gain U.S. 
Department of Justice approval, find a 
home for the center and to acquire partial 
accreditation for Jose Colls, the center exec¬ 
utive director. 

Colls has been the director of the 
Catholic Diocese’s Hispanic Ministry. 

Partial accreditation means that Colls is 
legally authorized to handle immigration- 
related petitions and to represent immi¬ 
grants. Such accreditation is issued to non¬ 
lawyers who possess knowledge and train¬ 


ing on immigration law. 

“Initially it is going to be only me as a 
staff member, but as demand grows the cen¬ 
ter’s staff and services will also grow,” 

Colls said. 

He recently completed a year-long pro¬ 
fessional development training on immigra¬ 
tion-related laws and issues. 

Officials said the nearest immigration 
center is in Shreveport. The city of Pineville 
has had the Resettlement Center of Central 
Louisiana, an organization specifically serv¬ 
ing refugees. 

The immigration center, however, is 
designed to help immigrants in any circum¬ 


stances. 

Colls said the number of immigrants, 
particularly from Spanish-speaking coun¬ 
tries, in Rapides Parish has significantly 
increased since 2005. 

Rapides currently has an estimated 5,000 
immigrants. 

“All of us in the Northern and Central 
Louisiana Interfaith Cluster and the collabo¬ 
rative institutions and organizations are 
thrilled to bring this much-needed service to 
the people of Central Louisiana,” Colls said. 

Reprinted with permission of The Town 
Talk 
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St. Luke’s UMC - Greenwell Springs 

St. Luke’s United Methodist Church in Greenwell Springs held a successful Vacation 
Bible School this year, focusing on praising and worshipping God. 

Each child was provided with a CD of contemporary music and traditional hymns, and 
music was a big part of each day’s activities. VBS was concluded with a Family Fun 
Day, complete with a space walk for the enjoyment of the children. Each organization in 
the church donated money toward the event, and the United Methodist Men cooked hot 
dogs for everyone. 

Pollock UMC 



Pollock United Methodist Church recently dedicated a Belgian linen altar cloth embroi¬ 
dered with the words In Remembrance of Me.” On the back hem are stitched the 
words, ‘In Honor of Eddie and Karen Carpenter.” Members of the church’s worship 
committee are pictured, above, with the new cloth. 


Wesley Chapel UMC 

Wesley Chapel in Tensas Parish will 
celebrate its 167th anniversary on Oct. 24. 
Local artist, C. C. Manning, made this 
sketch of Wesley Chapel as it appears 
today. Little has changed over the past 
years except that the trees have gotten 
much bigger. The drawing will be used as 
the church’s official logo and copies will 
be available for purchase at the 
Anniversary Celebration and Homecoming 
on Oct. 24. 

Wesley Chapel is the “west campus” of 
First United Methodist Church in St. 

Joseph. Church services are held in the 
chapel twice each year, once in the fall and 
once in the spring. The church is also the 
location of many weddings and funerals 
throughout the year. 

“First Church just could not let this 
chapel close when membership could no 
longer support it, so they assumed all con¬ 
ference responsibilities and have kept the 
church going. It is truly a labor of love that 
church members gladly give,” wrote Rev. 


celebrates 167 years 



Ray Owens, Jr., pastor of First UMC. 

Repairs continue at the church with 
First Church member Boyett Graves doing 
much of the work. Graves, on hands and 
knees, scraped, sanded and painted the 
sanctuary floor this fall. Once finished, 
new carpeting will be laid. Barraza 
Construction has sent several workers to 
help with shutter repair and painting. 


All Saint’s Concert In Memory of Jack Hutton 

Nov. 7, 2010 

Rayne Memorial United Methodist Church 
3900 St. Charles Avenue, New Orleans 
6 p.m. in the church sanctuary 

With the Rayne Chancel Choir 
under the direction of Joel Bevington 
Featuring 

The Attacca String Quartet 

Amy Schroeder, Violin 1 
Keiko Tokunaga, Violin 2 
Luke Fleming, Viola 
Andrew Yee, Cello 

Performing 

Lux Aetema by Morten Lauridsen 
Song of St. Cecilia by Herbert Howells 
Organ Concerto in F Major op. 4 by G.F. Handel 

Those interested in singing in the choir, please contact Joel Bevington at 
joel.bevington@gmail.com Rehearsals are every Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
and Saturday, November 6 at 10 a. m. 

Free and open to the public 


St Andrew’s UMC -Baton Rouge 



St. Andrew’s United Methodist Church 
in Baton Rouge hosted an Open House on 
Sept. 19 featuring special worship services, 
a curriculum fair, refreshments, music on 
the lawn and a spacewalk for the children 
to enjoy. 

The Evangelism Team sponsored the 
event which was promoted through invita¬ 
tions sent to inactive members and visitors 
and advertised through local newspaper 
and radio. Each Sunday for six weeks lead¬ 
ing to Open House an evangelism moment 
including songs and skits was provided by 
Sunday school classes. Signs advertising 
the event were placed in front of the church 
and throughout the neighborhood. The con¬ 
gregation was provided with invitations to 
give to friends, family members, neighbors 
and co-workers. 

The church’s United Methodist Women 
circles and other church volunteers provid¬ 
ed a variety of refreshments for the morn¬ 


ing. United Methodist Men sold barbecue 
dinners to benefit a LAVIM mission to 
Cambodia taking place in October. Gift 
bags were presented to first time visitors. 
During worship services, everyone enjoyed 
a video celebrating exciting activities from 
the past year. The third-year Welcoming 
Congregation Award from United 
Methodist Communications was presented 
to the congregation during both services. 

In the church courtyard, guests enjoyed 
the curriculum fair which featured tables 
representing children, youth and adult 
Sunday School programs. The music min¬ 
istry, along with the work of the Mission 
Team, were also represented. 

After the 11 a.m. worship service, 
everyone gathered outside for fellowship 
and music provided by a members of the 
church’s praise team. 
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First UMC - Winnfield 

Members of First United Methodist Church in Winnfield continue to ‘Rethink Church” 
and ‘Rethink Evangelism” as they provide important outreach services to their neigh¬ 
bors living in poverty. On the “hottest day in July,” members of First UMC went door-to- 
door handing out ice cold watermelons throughout the neighborhood behind the church. 
Volunteers prayed with each family. Pictured with the watermelons are Kiah Beville, 

Don Wells, Rev. Jayne Trammell-Kelly, Bryan Kelley, Tommy Taylor, Alyssa Taylor, 
unidentified friend, Lori Spangler, Samantha Taylor, Glenn Ford and Susan Kelley. 
During a back-to-school outreach in August, a team of 12 volunteers raised money to 
provide backpacks, tennis shoes, uniforms and undergarments for over 32 children and 
youth in that same neighborhood. Susan Brewton chairs the Evangelism Committee. 
Pictured are Bryan Kelley, left, and Randy Brewton as they prepare to deliver supplies 
to families. 


‘Gloria in Excelsis Deo” 

First United Methodist Church, Shreveport 
Chancel Choir Christmas Concert 
featuring 

Christmas Intrada David Lantz III 
Gloria Mark Hayes 
Gloria John Rutter 
Rev. Dr. Donald Webb, celebrant 

December 5, 2010 

5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary 

Free admission and open to the public 


Mount Zion UMC restores stained glass windows 



The stained glass windows which 
graced the sanctuary of Mount Zion United 
Methodist Church in New Orleans for 58 
years have come home. For the past eight 
months, the windows salvaged after 
Hurricane Katrina destroyed the church 
sanctuary have been in storage while 
restoration work on the sanctuary was in 
progress. The windows were donated by 
members of the congregation in 1951 and, 
miraculously, survived the devastating 
storm of 2005. The stresses of reconstruc¬ 
tion proved risky for the windows, so they 
were removed and stored until now. “The 
return of the windows, more than anything, 
marks the happy ending of a spiritual jour¬ 
ney which has taken nearly five years of 
work, sacrifice and prayer,” said Karen 
Guidry, church administrative assistant. 

Mt. Zion UMC will reopen its sanctu¬ 
ary on the comer of Louisiana Ave. and 
Magnolia Street on Nov. 14. Former pas¬ 
tor, Bishop Alfred Norris, will deliver the 
message. Festivities surrounding the 
reopening include a Gospel concert on 
Nov. 12 and a community health fair and 
outdoor festival on Nov. 13. 

For more information on the windows 
and the reopening activities, please contact 
Gwen Green at (281) 857 - 0324, or the 
church office, (504) 895-6110. 


Faith Community UMC - Youngsville 




More than 100 people and their pets gathered for worship at Faith Community United 
Methodist Church in Youngsville on Oct. 3 for their annual Blessing of the Pets service. 
Members and friends of the congregation, along with representatives of two animal res¬ 
cue groups, came together for this special service where all the animals - four-legged, 
two-legged, and stuffed - were blessed. 
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Resources and workshops 


available to enhance local church ministry 


Don’t forget free subscription for Interpreter Magazine 


Has your congregation recently elected 
new church leaders for 2011? Helping 
you and other leaders do their ministry 
effectively is important to United 
Methodist Communications. We are 
pleased to offer each local church five print 
and five digital subscriptions to Interpreter 
magazine, the official ministry magazine of 
The United Methodist Church. 

Interpreter offers inspiration, informa¬ 
tion and ideas for United Methodists as 
they lead their congregations and live as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. Interpreter con¬ 
tent is focused toward lay church leaders, 
clergy and potential church leaders. Please 
encourage pastors in your conference to 
respond with the names of 10 persons in 
leadership positions. To receive the senior 
pastor’s complimentary personal subscrip¬ 
tion to Interpreter, the church’s enrollment 
information for 2011 must be completed! 



Now is the 
time to enroll! 
Your congrega¬ 
tion is eligible to 
receive 10 com¬ 
plementary sub¬ 
scriptions for 
leaders (five 
print, five digi¬ 
tal) to 

Interpreter mag¬ 
azine. Enroll 


online for 2011; visit 
www.umcom.org/subscriptions You will 
need your church customer number and 
password. If you have questions, please 
contact customer service at (888) 346- 
3862. Please remember to order additional, 
discounted subscriptions for new and 
returning leaders at enrollment time. 


Awakening Weekend slated for Jan7-9 



The Louisiana Conference will “awak¬ 
en” the senses of young leaders exploring 
and discerning God’s call upon their lives 
during the Awakening Weekend, slated for 
Jan. 7-9, 2011 at the Wesley Center in 
Woodworth, La. 

The three-day experience is designed to 
“stir and enliven the souls” of 16-20 year 
olds in the Louisiana Conference that may 
be feeling that call. This special time 
“apart” will be filled with exploring, listen¬ 
ing, sharing and serving as a community of 
young leaders committed to knowing and 


serving God in this world. 

Young adults will listen to others’ sto¬ 
ries and connect with God. They will serve 
in mission together. They will ask “What 
now?”as they explore their next steps in 
discernment and continue the awakening 
experience. 

Who in your church would benefit from 
an Awakening experience? Who do you 
see committed to God and the church? 
Who do you know that is beginning to ask 
questions regarding their life’s purpose? 

We encourage you to invite young leaders 
in your community to register for this 
weekend. 

For more information and to register, 
visit www.la-umc.org Limited space is 
available. Awakening Weekend is spon¬ 
sored by The Discemers Academy and the 
Board of Ordained Ministry for the 
Louisiana Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. 


Foundation offers e-financial advice 


Wherever faith and money come 
together, the United Methodist 
Foundation of Louisiana is there to help 
congregations in our conference. From 
church loans, church gift planning or 
fundraising campaigns, they offer serv¬ 
ices in virtually any financial area. 

Two important resources available at 
no charge are the Foundation electronic 
newsletters. The monthly “PastorBlast!” 
has been providing interesting, timely 
articles to pastors since 2008, while the 
quarterly “Faith & Finance” was start¬ 
ed this year and is designed for church 
laity, especially finance and stewardship 
leaders. 

These emails are intended to help 
pastors and church leaders educate and 


inspire their congregations on how 
Christians should use money, not just 
for the church budget, but as a matter of 
discipleship and a means of transform¬ 
ing lives. Readers will also find articles 
and fact sheets on giving statistics, 
church success stories, how to commu¬ 
nicate generosity in the church and 
practical “use it now” information such 
as time management for pastors. 

The Foundation strives to maintain 
an accurate email database of all pastors 
and church financial leaders. If you are 
not receiving the e-news, please sign up 
at www.umf.org under “Free 
Newsletters.” The subscription is free 
and recipients may unsubscribe if they 
wish to discontinue service. 


Study equips United Methodists to 
speak out against domestic violence 


October is Domestic Violence month. 
A new, downloadable resource, 
“Breaking the Silence,” can equip 
United Methodists to speak up and 
speak out about domestic violence. 

The 23-page study is for use in local 
congregations. It focuses on the need for 
communities of faith to address systems 
that perpetuate domestic violence: caus¬ 
ing victims to remain silent and enabling 
perpetrators to continue. 

The new resource is available 
through the United Methodist General 
Board of Church & Society (GBCS) 
Web site at www.umc-gbcs.org at 
“Breaking the Silence.” 

This resource provides an opportuni¬ 
ty for church members, either as individ¬ 
uals or in small groups, to study domes¬ 
tic violence through the lens of the 
Wesleyan quadrilateral of 
scripture, tradition, reason 
and experience. It uses 
Psalm 139 as its biblical 
text. 

Author of the resource is 
Meredith Hoxie, a theology 
student at Boston School of 
Theology. Hoxie worked as 
a social justice intern with 
GBCS this summer. 

“This resource is to help 
clergy and laity understand 
the complexities of these 
violent relationships,” Hoxie said, “to 
examine their theological understanding 
of this violence, to challenge the way 
leaders of The United Methodist Church 
teach and preach troubling texts of vio¬ 
lence, and to know how to advocate for 
victims of such violence in their church¬ 
es and in the world.” 

Studies show that intimate partners 
abuse between one quarter and one half 
of all women in the world. Worldwide, 
an intimate partner kills 40-70% of all 
female murder victims. 

Too many times both laity and clergy 
in local churches are unprepared to deal 
with incidences of domestic violence, 
according to Linda Bales Todd, director 
of GBCS’s Louise & Hugh Moore 
Population Project, which oversaw 
development of “Breaking the Silence.” 

Rarely is a sermon preached about 


domestic violence. And, when a pastor 
neglects to address this issue openly in 
the pulpit, victims of violence may per¬ 
ceive the congregation as one that may 
not be a safe space for relating her/his 
situation of violence. 

Relying on extensive research, the 
first three lessons of “Breaking the 
Silence” examine the importance of 
scriptural inheritance and historical 
church teachings. The final piece focus¬ 
es on individual and communal experi¬ 
ences of people of faith as the Holy 
Spirit continues to work in their lives 
today. 

The resource contains statistics and 
stories from around the globe to educate 
about the pervasive nature of domestic 
violence. It considers church teachings 
condemning divorce, and its stance on 
silence. It also looks at both 
the General Rules of John 
Wesley and the theology of 
hymns by his brother Charles 
In moving from knowl¬ 
edge to action, the study 
urges participants to embrace 
their theological task. It pro¬ 
vides a reflection on advoca¬ 
cy through the quadrilateral. 

The resource contains 
activities and encourages 
reflection through journaling. 
Other resources related to 
Domestic Violence are available on 
GBCS’s Web site. 

Five downloadable brochures address 
specific types of domestic violence. 

They provide guidance for Bible study 
and discussion groups to explore the 
signs, causes and effect of domestic vio¬ 
lence on individuals, relationships and 
our communities. These brochures’ top¬ 
ics include “Elderly Abuse,” “Child 
Abuse,” “Adolescent Bullying,” 

“Partner Abuse” and the “Community” 
impact of domestic violence. 

GBCS also has developed a “Sample 
One-Day Seminar on Domestic 
Violence.” It includes schedule, tips for 
creating presentations, choosing speak¬ 
ers, and building awareness and advoca¬ 
cy opportunities. 


(hr S)1>ntC 
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Me Laren to lead social change seminar 


“Servant Leaders as Agents of Social 
Change: a Seminar with Brian McLaren” 
will take place Nov. 15 from 9:30 a.m.- 
4:30 p.m. in Kilpatrick Auditorium at 
Centenary College in Shreveport. 

Author, speaker and pastor Brian 
McLaren has been active in networking 
and mentoring church planters and pastors 
since the mid 1980s. During this one-day 


seminar, McLaren will help us consider the 
Gospel itself as a story that puts our feet 
transformatively in the world. Engage with 
servant leaders who are agents of social 
change. 

The cost of the event is $100; clergy 
and Centenary alumni, faculty and staff 
receive a $15 discount. 
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Bishops Mario Martinez (right) of the Methodist Church of Chile and Janice Huie, president of the United Methodist Committee on Relief, sign a cooperative agreement on disaster response. 
Bishop Mario Martinez speaks to Board of Global Ministries directors before the agreement is signed. UMNS photos by Cassandra Zampini, GBGM. 

Chilean Methodists sign a Memorandum of Understanding with UMCOR 


BY LINDA BLOOM 

When a massive earthquake struck 
Chile on Feb. 27, Juan Salazar and his fel¬ 
low Methodists were ready to respond. 

Four months earlier, a group from the 
Methodist Church of Chile had received 
disaster preparedness training from the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief. 

That fledgling partnership was strength¬ 
ened Oct. 11 with the signing of a memo¬ 
randum of understanding between Chilean 
Methodists and UMCOR officials during 
the annual meeting of the United Methodist 
Board of Global Ministries, the relief orga¬ 
nization’s parent agency. 

For Cynthia Fierro Harvey, UMCOR’s 
top executive, the agreement signifies “a 
wonderful example of a model of mission” 
for two denominations with a long history 
of cooperation. 

In October 2009, two agency staff mem¬ 
bers — Melissa Crutchfield and the Rev. 
Tom Hazelwood — conducted disaster pre¬ 
paredness workshops in Chile. At the same 
time, a new entity for the church, the 
Methodist Humanitarian Aid Team 
(EMAH), was created. So when the 
strongest earthquake in 25 years caused 
destruction across Chile, “their skills and 
training were put into quick, practical 
action,” Crutchfield said. 

Chilean Methodist Bishop Mario 
Martinez — who signed the memorandum 
of understanding along with United 
Methodist Bishop Janice Huie, UMCOR’s 


president — expressed thanks for the new 
opportunities for cooperation. 

Martinez invoked the missionary spirit 
of William Taylor, a Methodist who first 
went to Chile in 1877. “His task was not 
only to evangelize and form congregations, 
but also to contribute to Chilean culture 
through education,” he said. 

Today, the Methodist Church of Chile 
has more than 8,000 members, with 66 pas¬ 
tors serving more than 100 congregations. 
The church owns 23 educational institu¬ 
tions with more than 10,000 students, runs 
a series of clinics that see more than 500 
patients daily and provides other social 
services. 

The Board of Global Ministries also 
works with the Chilean church on other 
mission and evangelism projects, said the 
Rev. Edgar Avitia, staff executive. A round¬ 
table meeting with various partners, includ¬ 
ing British, European and other Latin 
American Methodist representatives, is 
planned in November in Coronel, Chile. 

In February, the 8.8 magnitude earth¬ 
quake and accompanying tsunami, centered 
in south-central Chile, killed more than 500 
people, destroyed infrastructure and affect¬ 
ed hundreds of thousands of families. 

In addition, 16 Methodist churches in 
the regions of Maule, Bio Bio and 
Metropolitan sustained damages, and a few 
already have been demolished by munici¬ 
pal order. Four parsonages and 11 other 
church-related buildings also sustained 


damaged. The estimated cost of repairs and 
reconstruction for the church structures is 
more than U.S. $600,000. 

After the earthquake, the Methodists 
first had to determine their role in the 
emergency response. “We discovered that 
some things you can do and some things 
you just can’t do,” Salazar, who leads the 
church’s social ministry and humanitarian 
response team, explained to UMCOR 
directors. “We were not going to be build¬ 
ing bridges.” 

Instead, their efforts placed an immedi¬ 
ate focus on earthquake survivors. “We 
needed to hug people, to console them and 
to pray with them,” he said. “We hugged 
thousands of people.” 

Then, they followed two paths to pro¬ 
vide emergency relief services, one through 
the InterChurch Emergency Committee 
Chile 2010, and the other through a 
Methodist team for humanitarian aid. 

Martinez and Salazar were part an inter¬ 
church committee delegation that visited 
the region hardest hit by the earthquake in 
early March. The committee’s assessments 
helped guide the responses of UMCOR, 
Church World Service and ecumenical 
partners in the Action by Churches 
Together Alliance. 

Again, the first priority was people, not 
buildings. “We developed plans and pro¬ 
grams that would above all respect the dig¬ 
nity of the person,” Salazar said. 

The interchurch committee, in consulta- 

Hamilton to keynote 

Adam Hamilton will be the keynote 
speaker at Centenary’s 5th Annual 
Christian Leadership Center Fundraising 
Dinner Feb. 5 at 6 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church in Shreveport. 


tion with survivors, dealt with the immedi¬ 
ate crisis — providing food, water, hygiene 
kits and blankets — and then tackled the 
emotional aftershocks through psychosocial 
assistance and conflict management. 
Current efforts include the repair of homes, 
promotion of small income-generating 
projects and a focus on community health. 

“As a Methodist team, we tried to have 
a more specialized response to this emer¬ 
gency,” he added. That response has 
focused on the spiritual accompaniment of 
the church as earthquake survivors struggle 
to regain their lives and livelihoods. 

A current goal is to strengthen the teams 
of volunteers working in the earthquake 
recovery process. “There’s still a lot to 
learn, as a church and as a humanitarian 
team,” Salazar said. 

Martinez recalled that the agreement 
originally was to be ratified last January 
with the Rev. Sam Dixon, who died after 
being injured during the earthquake in 
Haiti. Martinez called the cooperative 
effort “a great remembrance of this great 
director of UMCOR who now is in the 
presence of the Lord.” 

Crutchfield and Hazelwood returned to 
Chile in September to conduct further 
training. Hazelwood said UMCOR hopes 
to continue the work Dixon started by 
establishing or strengthening other relation¬ 
ships in Latin America. 


Centenary fundraiser 

Individual tickets are $40; a table of 
eight is $275. Leam more about the dinner 
and register at 

www.centenary.edu/ clc/fundraiser 


Stephen Ministry workshop slated Oct. 30 


Want to leam to be an active listener 
and reach out to others in a distinctively 
Christian way? On Oct. 30, St. Timothy 
on the Northshore United Methodist 
Church in Mandeville will host a Stephen 
Ministry Workshop from 9 a.m.-l p.m. 

The half-day workshop consists of 
three sessions designed to enhance partic¬ 
ipants’ caregiving skills and to help con¬ 
gregations explore ways to expand their 
caring ministry. 

The workshop will be led by Sara 
Scheiwe, a Stephen’s representative. 

The sessions will cover ministering to 
those experiencing grief, an introduction 


to the Stephen Series, and caring in a 
“distinctively Christian” way. 

The Stephen Series is a system of lay 
caring ministry through which congrega¬ 
tion leaders can equip members to pro¬ 
vide one-to-one Christian care to people 
in need. Since 1975, more than 10,000 
congregations representing more than 150 
denominations have implemented the 
Stephen Series. 

The cost of the workshop is $15 per 
person or $50 for a group of four or more 
from the same congregation. To register, 
call (314) 428-2600 or visit 
www. stephenministry. org/workshop 


Cultivating Cultural Intelligence 

November 13 

Pineville United Methodist Church 

Shape your basic behavioral patterns for engaging in new cultures and 
gather resources for cultural intelligence. Helpful for international mission 
volunteers and those ministering to persons from different cultures. 

To register, call the LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646. 
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Cokesbury makes advent studies available for churches 


Rethink Worship, from page i 

This exciting resource opportunity fea¬ 
turing nationally renowned speakers will 
be held Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010 at the 
Alexandria Riverfront Center. Participants 
gather at 9 a.m., participate in worship and 
workshops, and finish the day at 3:30 p.m. 

Congregations are encouraged to send a 
team to the event so that they can attend all 
four workshops, and then come home and 
share what they’ve learned. 

“Gather a task group at the church and 
envision who you are currently not reach¬ 
ing and how to best reach them through 
worship,” said Rev. Connelly. 

“Rethink Worship is an opportunity for 
every church to experience the growing 
edge of worship. It is possible for everyone 
to gain insights into worship, no matter the 
style,” said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost. 

The day-long event will include dynam¬ 
ic corporate worship as well as break-out 
sessions on specific elements of 
worship. The break-out times will include 
sessions on preaching, use of media, music 
and liturgical arts and drama. The leaders 
for these sessions are a mixture of our own 
Louisiana leadership and persons from the 
broader church leadership. 

Rethink Worship will provide tools for 
those who offer traditional worship as well 
as for those who provide other styles of 
worship. It is a day to both be a part of 
worship and to leam about worship. 

The audience for Rethink Worship is 
local church pastors, lay leadership, and 
worship and music leaders and commit¬ 
tees/teams. All persons are welcome. It is 
expected that local churches will bring 
teams of persons to the event in order to 
have representation in all of the break-out 
sessions and to form a task force to consid¬ 
er ways to integrate the information into 
the life of the congregation. 

There will be no child care provided for 
the event. The day is designed for a youth 
and adult audience. There is a limit of 
1,200 persons for Rethink Worship due to 
the venue and the programming 

Worship is at the center of our ministry, 
and worship itself centers on connecting 
people to God and to Jesus Christ. Worship 
feeds the hunger of the soul and nurtures 
the spirit through life-giving manna of 
scripture, preaching, music, prayer and 
commitment. Authentic and spiritual wor¬ 
ship are essential for vital congregations. 
Rethink Worship invites our leadership to 
consider ways to deepen the spiritual vital¬ 
ity of worship, and to open new doors for 
those who are not currently a part of a 
worshipping congregation. It provides a 
time to renew our commitment to worship 
as a means of grace. 

Featured speakers include Jim Walker, 
co-pastor of Hot Metal Bridge Faith 
Community in Pittsburgh (Preaching); Len 
Wilson and Jason Moore of Midnight Oil 
Productions (Use of Media in Worship); 
Mark Sorenson and Derek Joyce of First 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
(Music); and Rev. Beverly Connelly of St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport (Liturgical Arts and Drama). 

To register, go to www.rethinkwor- 
ship.org. Lunch is included in the registra¬ 
tion fee of $20 per person. 


Christmas: The Good , the 
Bad , and the Ugly: An 
Advent Study for Adults 
In this four-week Advent 
study, author Richard B. 
Wilke focuses on people in 
the story of Christ’s birth. 
There are those we associate with the joy 
and celebration of Christmas—the wise 
men, the shepherds, and Joseph. Yet the 
author reminds us not to forget that the evil 
King Herod is also part of the Christmas 
story, and how it is because there is evil in 
our world that we so desperately needed 
and need a Savior. 

Each lesson includes a key scripture, 
brief reflection, questions to discuss, a sug¬ 
gested Christmas carol, and a prayer. 

http ://www. cokesbury. com/ forms/Produ 
ctDetail.aspx?pid=838408 

Christmas Gifts That 
Won’t Break (for children, 
youth and adults) 

A churchwide Advent 
study that explores how the 
gifts of the Advent season 
have a permanence that 
speaks to generations past, present, and 
future. 


What are the Christmas gifts that won’t 
break? They are the gifts that have been 
graciously given by God. 

This churchwide Advent study focuses 
on four of those gifts that coincide with the 
four outer candles of the Advent wreath: 
hope, love, joy, and peace. 

As participants go through this 4-session 
study, they will receive from God and pass 
onto others the Christmas gifts that won’t 
break. 

http ://www. cokesbury. com/ forms/Produ 
ctDetail.aspx?pid=838474 

Blessings of the 
Manager: An Advent Study 
Based on the Revised 
Common Lectionary 

From the beginning of its 
practice, the purpose of 
Advent has been to prepare 
for God’s coming in human form in the 
baby Jesus and for the establishment of 
God’s kingdom with the second coming of 
Christ. Hope is the focus of Advent wor¬ 
ship, study, and prayer. In this season of 
Advent, we will discover the blessings that 
began in the manger and that continue as 
we look forward with hope to Christ’s 
return. 


The study for Advent in the Scriptures 
for the Church Seasons series is based 
upon the Revised Common Lectionary 
scriptures for the church year, a three year 
cycle that includes readings from the Old 
Testament, the Psalms, the Gospels, and the 
Epistles. Blessings of the Manger offers the 
opportunity to explore these Bible readings 
in a five-session study. It will help you 
understand, appreciate, and participate in 
meaningful and joyous celebrations of 
Advent and Christmas and inspire you to 
live each day with God’s blessing of hope 
through Jesus Christ. 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/Produ 

ctDetail.aspx?pid=837782 

Makin’Room in the Inn: 
Christmas Hospitality 
Through an African 
American Experience 
Makin’ Room in the Inn 
is a four-lesson Advent study 
that celebrates Christmas tra¬ 
ditions and practice through the perspective 
of an African American family. 

http://www.cokesbury.com/forms/Produ 
ctDetail.aspx?pid=838148 







(225)346-1535 (800)256-9317 www.umf.org 


End of Year 
Gift Ideas 

Order your customized year-end giving 
brochures for your church and: 

• Encourage members to make an end-of-year gift 
and enjoy a charitable tax deduction 

• Tailor the brochure for the needs of your church 

• Pay only $25 per 100 tri-fold, full color brochures 

• Teach your congregation about the variety of gift 
options allowing them to leave a legacy to their 
church 

Call for a free sample or 
download one atwww.umf.org 

Orderyour brochures today! 
























For the latest 
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HOPE Ministries offers workshop on poverty 


Along with those bom into generational 
poverty, people can find themselves living 
in poverty for many different reasons. 
Unexpectedly, anyone can lose a job, get a 
divorce, or experience a disaster of some 
kind. 


Very often, we categorize those in 
poverty, said Janet Simmons, director of 
Operations and Social Enterprise for HOPE 
Ministries, a United Methodist non-profit 
organization located in Baton Rouge. “We 
attribute their living in poverty to poor 


behavior or choices. We forget that anyone 
can find themselves in situational poverty 
after a major life change such as the loss of 
a job.” 

See HOPE Ministries, page 8 


Feeding the Poor 



Church members from First United Methodist Church in Pineville ready plates for serving during their annual community 
Thanksgiving lunch called ‘Share the Blessing.” To make this special meal possible, church members donate money, decorate 
tables, cook, serve, clean up and assemble “take-home” bags of groceries. 

First UMC - Pineville hosts 300 for Thanksgiving meal 


First United Methodist Church in 
Pineville is currently gearing up for 300 
guests for Thanksgiving lunch. 

This annual event, called “Share the 
Blessing,” started over 12 years ago 
when church members Tony and Lelani 
Evans acted on their dream to provide a 
holiday meal for the needy in the area. 

Contacts were made to various com¬ 
munity agencies to obtain names for the 
guest list. Invitations went out, and a tra¬ 
dition was started. 


“The church membership has been 
wonderful! They don’t even run from me 
any more when they see me coming with 
a tinfoil pan,” joked Lorrie McKay, 
Missions Committee chair. “I am com¬ 
pletely amazed each fall. The ranks just 
come together to provide a great time for 
our guests.” 

To make this special meal possible, 
church members donate money, decorate 
tables, cook, serve, clean up and assem¬ 
ble “take-home” bags of groceries. 


“Take-home bags are provided for each 
family that comes to the lunch. A grocery 
list is tacked to a sack, basically listing 
the ingredients for a holiday meal. 
Congregation members pick up a bag and 
bring it back filled with the things on the 
list,” said Rev. Ricky Willis, pastor. 

The church has dressing and dessert 
recipes that have been carefully handed 
down and used each year. A copy of one 

See Sharing, page 5 
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2010 International 
Day of Prayer 
t for the 
Persecuted Church 


Groups urge prayer 

The United Methodist Board of Church 
and Society and The Confessing 
Movement agree on one point: United 
Methodists need to pray for persecuted 
Christians. 

In a joint letter, the frequent adversaries 
acknowledge their disagreements on some 
issues facing society and The United 
Methodist Church. 

But the groups share a desire for “the 
Church to prayerfully and publicly stand 
with the members of the Body of Christ 
who are suffering right now.” 

The International Day of Prayer for the 
Persecuted Church is Nov. 14. 

The letter cites countries such as Saudi 
Arabia, China, Vietnam, Pakistan and Iran 
where Christians are being “economically 
and politically marginalized, physically 
brutalized and even killed because they fol¬ 
low Jesus.” 

Bill Mefford, the director of civil and 
human rights for the Board of Church and 
Society, and the Rev. Bill Bouknight, asso¬ 
ciate director of The Confessing 
Movement, signed the letter. 

The Board of Church and Society, with 
offices at the United Nations and on 
Capitol Hill in Washington, is an agency of 
The United Methodist Church that pro¬ 
motes the denomination’s Social Principles. 
Its primary areas of ministry are advocacy, 
education, leadership formation and inter¬ 
national affairs. 

The Confessing Movement, based in 
Indianapolis, is an unofficial United 
Methodist organization that focuses on 
renewal in the church. 

The Confessing Movement frequently 
has criticized the church agency as too lib¬ 
eral. However, the two groups “don’t dis¬ 
agree about the need for the church to 
focus more on the plight of persecuted 
Christians,” Bouknight said. He 


for religious freedom 

approached Mefford with the idea for the 
joint statement, and Mefford agreed. 

Mefford said the board often works with 
varied groups on shared policy goals. The 
agency has worked with the evangelical 
Prison Fellowship on issues of criminal- 
justice reform and has cooperated with the 
Southern Baptist Convention to secure fed¬ 
eral regulation of tobacco. 

Religious freedom is something on 
which United Methodists across the theo¬ 
logical spectrum often agree. 

“(Persecution) should be a top priority 
of the church,” Bouknight said. “And we 
don’t hear enough about it.” 

The Book of Discipline, the denomina¬ 
tion’s law book, advocates for the rights of 
all religious minorities, stating: “We urge 
policies and practices that ensure the right 
of every religious group to exercise its faith 
free from legal, political or economic 
restrictions.” 

But for many believers, religious free¬ 
dom is far from reality. In its annual assess¬ 
ment of international religious freedom, the 
U.S. State Department lists Burma, China, 
Eritrea, Iran, Iraq, Nigeria, North Korea, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Vietnam as 
“countries of particular concern.” 

These are countries where Christians 
and/or other religious groups face “torture, 
degrading treatment or punishment, pro¬ 
longed detention without charges, abduc¬ 
tion or clandestine detention, or other fla¬ 
grant denial of the right to life ... .” 

Bouknight said he and Mefford are hop¬ 
ing that each month, United Methodists 
around the world will focus on a country 
where persecution is particularly egregious. 

Mefford said he is glad to work with 
The Confessing Movement on this issue 
and feels “quite sure that there are other 
issues that all sides can work together on. 


RETHINKCHURCH 


Letter supports International Day of Prayer 

Dear Fellow United Methodists, 

In Paul’s letter to the believers in Corinth he discusses the bonds that bind 
together followers of Jesus. He tells the Corinthians, “If one member suffers, all 
suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it” (1 
Corinthians 12:26). Earlier in the letter Paul addresses the issues the believers in 
Corinth faced and many, if not most, had to do with internal divisions. Corinthians 
seemed to be divided into two camps: some following Paul and some following 
Apollos. 

Yet, in spite of those divisions, Paul reminds the believers that though they 
might have serious disagreements with one another, there is something larger that 
binds them together: their relationship with Jesus. Therefore, when one of them suf¬ 
fers, the other members suffer as well. 

As two followers of Jesus, who have disagreements concerning some of the 
issues facing society as well as The United Methodist Church, we nevertheless 
agree heartily with Paul. We want to urge the Church to prayerfully and publicly 
stand with the members of the Body of Christ suffering right now. 

Brothers and sisters in Christ are suffering through persecution in places like 
Saudi Arabia, China, Pakistan, Vietnam, Burma and Iran. The U.S. Department of 
State labels countries where religious persecution occurs as “Countries of Particular 
Concern.” The list includes China, Burma, Saudi Arabia, Iran, Eritrea, North Korea, 
Sudan and Uzbekistan. 

In these countries, and many more, we have brothers and sisters in Christ who 
are being economically and politically marginalized, physically brutalized, and 
even killed simply because they follow Jesus. Whether you are liberal or conserva¬ 
tive, progressive or evangelical — if you are of Paul or of Apollos — it does not 
matter. Their suffering is ours and we must do all we can to end it. 

We encourage you and your congregation on Nov. 14 to participate with other 
Christians in the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church (www.per- 
secutedchurch.org/). We urge you and your congregation to pray specifically for: 

God’s protection for those being persecuted and for the protection of their fami¬ 
lies and worshipping communities. 

An end to all forms of persecution and for religious freedom for all faiths to be 
adopted by all nations. 

The greater mobilization of Christians, especially United Methodists, to stand 
with those who are persecuted, and demand an end to religious persecution in all of 
its forms. 

We also urge you to let us know that you and your church are participating: 
Respond to Bill Mefford at bmefford@umc-gbcs.org (mailto:bmefford@umc- 
gbcs.org). 

On this matter of vital concern, all United Methodists must unite. Their suffering 
must be ours. And our prayer for you is that Nov. 14 will not be the end of your 
concern, but the beginning. 

Let us work together to see that our brothers and sisters throughout the world 
are protected and that the work of God’s Kingdom flourishes in every nation. 

Your brothers in Christ, 

Dr. Bill Bouknight, Associate Director 

Confessing Movement within The United Methodist Church 

Bill Mefford, Director, Civil and Human Rights 

General Board of Church and Society,The United Methodist Church 
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Five years after Katrina, Dillard University is home to a new $38 million Professional Schools and Sciences Building and a $15 million multi-purpose student union. What’s more, 
every building left standing on the campus after Katrina’s flood waters receded has been completely rebuilt inside and refurbished with state-of-the-art technology. Participants are 
shown, above, at the Black College Fund’s 2010 Living the Legacy Summit meeting held on Dillard’s campus in New Orleans Oct. 3-5. 


Dillard University works diligently to overcome the effects of Hurricane Katrina 


BY DIANA CHANDLER 

The best shot of Hurricane Katrina was 
no match for Dillard University and the 
United Methodist connection. 

Five years after Katrina, Dillard 
University is home to a new $38 million 
Professional Schools and Sciences Building 
and a $15 million multi-purpose student 
union. What’s more, every building left 
standing on the campus after Katrina’s 
flood waters receded has been completely 
rebuilt inside and refurbished with state-of- 
the-art technology. 

Disaster planning, innovative marketing 
and strategic partnerships — especially 
with the United Methodist Black College 
Fund — were keys to the remarkable 

The Call to Action 

The United Methodist Church needs to 
institute widespread reforms — from con¬ 
solidating general church agencies to hold¬ 
ing bishops and clergy accountable for 
church growth — to revitalize the denomi¬ 
nation, a churchwide advisory group says. 

The Call to Action Steering Team’s final 
report, says the status quo of a shrinking 
and aging U.S. church is “toxic” and 
unsustainable. The report will be presented 
and discussed Nov. 3-4 at the Council of 
Bishops’ meeting in Panama City. 

“We must reduce the perceived distance 
between the general Church (including the 
general agencies), the annual conferences, 
and local congregations,” the report said. 
“We must refashion and strengthen our 
approaches in leadership development, 
deployment, and supervision. ... In short, 
we must change our mindset so that our 
primary focus and commitment are on fos¬ 
tering and sustaining congregational vitali¬ 
ty.” 

Among the group’s recommendations: 

Starting in January 2011, make congre¬ 
gational vitality the church’s “true first pri¬ 
ority” for at least a decade. 

Dramatically reform clergy leadership 
development, deployment, evaluation and 
accountability. This would include dismiss¬ 
ing ineffective clergy and sanctioning 
under-performing bishops. 

Collect statistical information in consis- 


recovery, said Dillard University President 
Marvalene Hughes. 

“Even in the hardest moments of 
despair, if you believe in the vision pas¬ 
sionately enough, you will find a way to 
make it happen,” Hughes said. “My first 
message to you is you need to be psycho¬ 
logically prepared and the message is: No 
matter what happens, you can’t afford to 
not be calm, you can’t afford to not be pur¬ 
poseful, you can’t afford to not be in con¬ 
trol.” 

Hughes spoke at the opening session of 
the Black College Fund’s 2010 Living the 
Legacy Summit meeting in New Orleans 
on Oct. 3-5. 

The summit was designed to build on a 


tent and uniform ways for the denomina¬ 
tion to measure attendance, growth and 
engagement. “We should passionately care 
about results,” the group said. 

Reform the Council of Bishops, with the 
active bishops assuming responsibility for 
promoting congregational vitality and for 
establishing a new culture of accountability 
throughout the church. 

Consolidate general church agencies 
and align their work and resources with the 
priorities of the church and the decade-long 
commitment to build vital congregations. 
Also, the agencies should be reconstituted 
with smaller, competency-based boards. 

Illinois Area Bishop Gregory V. Palmer, 
steering team co-chair, said he hopes his 
fellow bishops will receive the report as 
“the faithful, thoughtful and diligent work 
of other United Methodists who are yearn¬ 
ing with hope for the church.” 

Some of the recommendations also may 
require the approval of General 
Conference, the church’s top legislative 
body. 

In the wake of decades-long member¬ 
ship declines, the Council of Bishops and 
Connectional Table created the 16-member 
Call to Action Steering Team, which 
includes clergy and laity, to reorder the life 
of the church for greater effectiveness in 
the church’s mission to “make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 


2008 meeting that emphasized teamwork in 
institutional development and marketing. 

Betty Backstrom, director of 
Communications for the Louisiana 
Conference, served as a panelist during the 
event. 

During the summit, Hughes praised The 
United Methodist Church for its support. 

“The UMC has been supportive with its 
financial resources and the best psychologi¬ 
cal support I had,” said Hughes, noting that 
churches across the nation gave funds to 
the rebuilding effort above their planned 
Black College Fund contributions. A 
Pontiac, Mich., congregation collected 
$50,000 in a special appeal. 

Mona Duffel-Jones, Dillard University’s 


world.” 

The team based its recommendations on 
two studies it commissioned from inde¬ 
pendent researchers. One was an 
“Operational Assessment of the 
Connectional Church” that found the 
church was undergoing a “creeping crisis 
of relevance” and rated general agencies 
below average in fulfilling the church’s 
mission. 

Another study, “The Vital 
Congregations Research Project,” analyzed 
data from 32,228 United Methodist church¬ 
es in North America and classified 4,961 
congregations, or 15 percent, as “high- 
vital” local churches. The study found that 
four key drivers of congregational vitality 
in the United States are effective pastoral 
leadership, multiple small groups, diverse 
worship styles and a high percentage of 
spiritually engaged laity in leadership roles. 

What is not acceptable, Call to Action 
members emphasized throughout their 
report, is the status quo. 

“Leaders, beginning with the bishops 
and including lay and clergy across the 
Connection, must lead and immediately, 
repeatedly, and energetically make it plain 
that our current culture and practices are 
resulting in overall decline that is toxic and 
constricts our missional effectiveness,” the 
report said. 

“Business as usual is unsustainable. 


senior director for communications and 
marketing, said an innovative advertising 
campaign anchored by a new university 
logo helped the school rebuild after 
Katrina. 

In addition to Dillard University, the 
Black College Fund supports Bennett 
College for Women, Greensboro, N.C.; 
Bethune-Cookman University, Daytona 
Beach, Fla.; Claflin University, 

Orangeburg, S.C.; Clark Atlanta University, 
Atlanta; Huston-Tillotson University, 

Austin, Texas; Meharry Medical College, 
Nashville, Tenn.; Paine College, Augusta, 
Ga.; Philander Smith College, Little Rock, 
Ark.; Rust College, Holly Springs, Miss., 
and Wiley College, Marshall, Texas. 

church in the U.S. 

Instead, dramatically different new behav¬ 
iors, not incremental changes, are 
required.” 

Local churches don’t have to wait for 
action from the Council of Bishops or 
General Conference to get started. 

Neil Alexander, co-chair of the steering 
team and president of the United Methodist 
Publishing House, said the proposed 10- 
year emphasis to congregational vitality is 
in keeping with the already-established 
goals of the denomination. His hope is that 
the 10-year emphasis will lead the church 
in its strategic planning at all levels of 
administration to make vitality “job one.” 

A big part of that emphasis is holding 
church leaders accountable for church 
vitality. The report recommends the 
denomination create “prompt and humane 
ways” for under-performing clergy to exit 
or be declined entry into the professional 
ministry in the first place. The report also 
recommends sanctions for under-perform¬ 
ing bishops. 

“The need for accountability by the 
church’s leadership - especially the bishops 
- for results in the life of the church is 
absolutely crucial for the challenges as we 
go forward,” Alexander said. 

The Call to Action team is still unsure 
which recommendations will require the 
passage of legislation at General 

See Call to Action, page s 


Steering Team recommends reform for 
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News and happenings 


from around the La. UMC Annual Conference 


St. Mark UMC - Baton Rouge 



St. Mark United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge celebrated the 37th anniversary of 
the Cherubim Choir Oct. 24. A reception was held honoring the children and former 
members of the choir. Marian Griffin organized the Cherubim Choir 37 years ago when 
she joined St. Mark UMC. Rev. Derrick Hills is pastor of the church. 



Retired clergy meet and retreat 


The Wesley Center was the site for the 
annual Retired Clergy and Spouses Retreat 
Oct. 17-19. 

Bishop William W. Hutchinson served 
as keynote speaker on Sunday night, and 
Dr. Frank and Mary Poole served as wor- 
ship/song leader and pianist. 

Rev. Bertrand Griffon offered the 
Monday morning devotional and Marian 


Griffin served as song leader and pianist. 

Revs. Bill Youngblood and Wishy 
Nolan were book reviewers, and Rev. Tom 
Bergeron served as the retreat’s “resident 
comedian.” 

Nancy Youngblood discussed “Five 
Wishes—How to be Treated at End of 
Life.” 


Heflin UMC 



Heflin United Methodist Church in the Shreveport District will present a walk-through 
drama of the life of Jesus Christ on Dec. 4 at 6 p.m. on the church grounds. “From 
Bethlehem to Calvary” will bring ‘klive” 10 scenes from the life of Jesus. This communi¬ 
ty event is bringing together members from several area churches. Admission is free 
and the public is invited. 



Haynesville UMC 


Haynesville United Methodist Church in the Shreveport District hosted a Missions 
Dinner after the worship service on Oct. 17. Team members of all ages shared their 
experiences on missions to the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Mexico and the Philippines. 
They provided many services including medical help, construction, working at an 
orphanage, human rights assistance and disaster relief. The dinner featured specialties 
from the different countries. After hearing from the team members who ministered in 
four different countries, the church family shared in the feast. Haitian items on the 
menu included bread, stew, porridge and bread pudding with mango. Filipino dishes 
were pork menudo and camote cue. 

Noel UMC - Shreveport 



Forty-four adults and youth from Noel United Methodist Church in Shreveport made a 
trip to a local Com Maze on Oct. 10. 


Hartzell Mt. Zion UMC - Slidell 


Hartzell Mt. Zion United Methodist 
Church, 41040 Hwy. 190 in Slidell, invites 
the public to be their guest at the church’s 
celebration of their 41st year in ministry on 
Nov. 24. 

Keynote speaker for the 10 a.m. wor¬ 


ship service will be Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson, Episcopal leader for the 
Louisiana Annual Conference. 

Rev. Ernest E. Scott, D. Min, is the pas¬ 
tor for Hartzell Mt. Zion UMC. The church 
is located in the New Orleans District. 


Christian educators host program workshop 


In the heat of late August, about 80 
Christian educators in the southern part of 
the Louisiana Conference gathered to leam 
about educational leadership in the church. 

Held at Broadmoor United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge, leaders gathered 
from the Baton Rouge, Lake Charles and 
Acadiana districts to leam more about edu¬ 
cational programming in the areas of chil¬ 
dren, youth and adult ministries. 

The learning (and fun!) included dis¬ 
plays from camping and retreat ministries, 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission, a 
Cokesbury book store and information on 
art ministries related to church activities. 
The half day event offered more than 10 


simultaneous lectures from different min¬ 
istry areas. 

The workshop was coordinated by the 
members of Louisiana Christian Educators 
Fellowship from the southern districts in 
the Conference. Lee McKenzie with 
Broadmoor UMC emphasized that event 
planners wanted to provide Louisiana’s 
church educational leaders with the same 
quality of seminar offerings that would be 
found at a national conference without hav¬ 
ing to travel out of state. 

The workshop was so successful that 
another one is being planned for the Spring 
of 2011 at Trinity UMC in Ruston to serve 
the northern and central districts. 
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St. John’s UMC hosts ‘Unity in the Community’ outreach event 



St. John’s United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge held a special Saturday morning 
worship service Oct. 23, inviting residents from the nearby Gardere area as their spe¬ 
cial guests. The staff of Charlie Thomas Head Start Center joined St. John’s UMC in 
planning the service and inviting church neighbors to be a part of the 
program. Following the service, members of the UMW hosted a reception where guests 
enjoyed food and fellowship with church members. 

Deacons hold retreat at Wesley Center 


BY REV. SARAH WILLIAMS SHOUP 

The Order of Deacons held its annual 
Retreat and Day Apart with the Bishop 
Oct. 3-4 The Wesley Center in Woodworth, 
La. 

Participants enjoyed worship, prayer 
and fellowship on Sunday evening, with 
Revs. Janet Davis and Mimi McDowell 
facilitating the discussion. The group 
focused on the question, “What are you 
doing here?,” using the story of Elijah from 
1 Kings 19. 

Monday morning began with worship 
led by Rev. Rita Chiasson. Everyone was 
invited to place a piece of a puzzle on the 
altar, representing each individual’s impor¬ 
tance to the whole ministry of Christians. 
The day continued with teaching sessions 
on weddings and funerals led by Bishop 


Hutchinson. The day concluded with a 
Service of Holy Communion led by the 
Bishop. 

Many times, the most interesting 
moments are the ones that are not planned, 
and one of those moments happened on 
Sunday evening. When members of the 
Order of Deacons began to arrive at The 
Wesley Center, we noticed a large wooden 
cross in front of the doors to the Chapel; 
the cross made it impossible to get inside! 
Everyone began wondering why it was 
there—why would anyone block the doors 
to the church? After some discussion, we 
decided that this strange occurrence was a 
good symbol for the ministry of the 
Deacon—the work of the church not only 
takes place inside the walls of its buildings, 
but out in the world, where the neediest 
and most marginalized people reside. 



Foundation and Squyres UMC host finance seminar 


Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace 
University has been offered in many 
United Methodist Churches in the last few 
years, but one young pastor in the rural 
community of Ragley, Louisiana, has 
added an innovative twist. 

FPU is a 13-week, life-changing debt 
reduction program with a long history of 
helping families begin managing money 
God’s way. Rev. Juan Huertas of Squyres 
UMC planned to offer FPU to the Ragley 
community, but wanted to sweeten the 
deal. 

By partnering with the United 
Methodist Foundation of Louisiana, Rev. 
Huertas was able to offer a reward to those 
who participated in FPU and fulfilled cer¬ 
tain course requirements. In this creative 
approach, Rev. Huertas awarded each of 
these families a check for $333 upon com¬ 
pletion. 

Why $333? The goal of FPU is to teach 
participants the skills to eliminate debt, 
save for the future, and give like never 
before. To obtain that goal the course out¬ 
lines seven baby steps, the first of which is 
to set aside a $1000 emergency fund. The 


$333 each family receives will give them 
one-third of their emergency hind and 
energize them to save the remainder. 

Of the 18 families that originally signed 
up at Squyres UMC, 14 completed the 
requirements and will receive the reward. 

“I can tell you that FPU has made a 
huge difference in my family’s life. For the 
first time since we were married, we have 
savings, a plan to pay down our debt (it 
will take us around 4 years), and a plan for 
retirement that does not depend on my pen¬ 
sion. All of this while continuing our 
tithing to the congregation I serve,” stated 
Rev. Huertas. 

Rev. Huertas also believes that faith and 
money are beginning to come together for 
his congregation. “Through this ministry, a 
seed has been planted for stewardship and 
faith and money, which trickles down to 
everything we do,” he commented. 

The course at Squyres ended earlier this 
summer. Rev. Huertas distributed 
Foundation checks to the participants that 
successfully completed the program during 
a celebration at the church. 



First United Methodist Church in Pineville is currently gearing up for 300 guests for Thanksgiving lunch. This annual event, called ‘Share the Blessing,” started over 12 years ago 
when church members acted on their dream to provide a holiday meal for the needy in the area. Above pictures show scenes from last year’s event. 


Sharing, from page 1 

of the recipes is taped to the bottom of a 
disposable tinfoil pan, and members are 
asked to take home pans and bring them 
back with the prepared dressing or dessert. 
“This way, we don’t have lots of different 
recipes of things coming in and we don’t 
have to worry about getting pans back to 
their owners,” said McKay. 

Monetary donations are used to provide 
turkey, ham, sweet potatoes, green beans, 
com, rolls and paper products for serving 
the meal. 

Members “swarm” the church the morn¬ 


ing of the luncheon, armed with aprons and 
smiles. “They work until the last guest is 
seen out of the Family Life Center door. 
Volunteers get to the church early to get the 
meat on the pit, get the dessert ready to be 
served, prepare the vegetables and get vehi¬ 
cles on the road to pick up guests who do 
not have transportation. Guests are escorted 
to decorated tables, the food is blessed, and 
then youth group and other congregation 
members serve lunch,” McKay added. 

“Share the Blessing” has become one of 
First UMC’s biggest outreach efforts over 
the years. Members even plan their holi¬ 
days around this event. 

There is something for everyone to do 


as a volunteer. “The youth roll cutlery in 
napkins and tie it with ribbons. Others take 
care of stapling the grocery lists to paper 
bags. Some who can’t stand for long peri¬ 
ods of time help check in our guests. 
Children circulate and pass rolls around to 
the tables. It is tmly a congregational 
effort,” said McKay. 

The Conference Task Force on Poverty 
is spearheading “A Day of Caring: Feed 
My Sheep” on May 14, 2011. On that day, 
congregations are asked to implement a 
service project focusing on the needs of the 
poor in their neighborhood or community. 

“We encourage churches to build on 
existing ministries they may have to 


include as many member of the congrega¬ 
tion as possible as we serve others on this 
special day in May. If a local church does 
not have a ministry that serves the poor, 
this is their chance to begin planning and 
implementing something that is relevant 
and needed by the underserved of their 
community,” said Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson. 

Readers can find more about the “Day 
of Caring” on the conference website at 
www. la-umc. org 

First UMC in Pineville provides a clear 
model for one of the many ways that local 
churches can be in ministry with the poor. 
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The congregations of Philips Memorial and Hartzell United Methodist Churches in New Orleans wear ‘fcomfortable shoes” every fifth Sunday as a part of the church calendar. 
‘Walking Sermon” Sundays bring church members out in the neighborhoods surrounding the two churches as an outreach that has dynamically impacted both congregations. 


Philips Memorial and Hartzell UMCs hold 6 Walking Sermon Sundays’ 


In mid-October of 2009, Rev. Dr. 

Elenora Cushenberry asked the congrega¬ 
tions of Philips Memorial and Hartzell 
United Methodist Churches in New 
Orleans to “wear comfortable shoes” for 
the second Sunday service in November. 

The members of both churches were 
about to be a part of “Walking Sermon 
Sunday.” 

Members of the Evangelism Team at 
Philips Memorial UMC came up with the 
idea of walking through historic Gert Town 
on Sunday mornings after trying different 
times and different days to reach out to the 
neighborhood surrounding the church. In 
past attempts to canvass the area, volun¬ 
teers only encountered a small number of 
neighbors that were actually at home. 

Hartzell UMC, located in the Lower 

Jan. 7 deadline 

Jan. 7 is the deadline to apply for a 
Peace with Justice grant from the United 
Methodist General Board of Church & 
Society (GBCS). 

Funding for this program is generated 
through the Peace with Justice Special 
Sunday 

(http://www.umcgiving. 0 rg/site/c.qwL 6 Kk 

NWLrH/b.3833883/k.F990/Special_Sunda 

ys_Peace_with_Justice_Sunday_Overvie 

w.htm) offering of The United Methodist 
Church. One of six Special Sundays in the 
denomination, Peace with Justice “witness¬ 
es to God’s demands for a faithful, just, 
disarmed and secure world.” Peace with 
Justice Sunday is June 19 in 2011. 

Peace with Justice grants are awarded 
annually. In 2010, $50,000 was granted to 
15 Peace with Justice ministries. 

Grant applicants must be either a United 
Methodist or other affiliated organization, 
or an ecumenical group working with and 
through at least one United Methodist 
agency or organization. 

Applicants must work toward achieving 
at least one of the following objectives: 

Assist United Methodists in understand- 


Ninth Ward, encountered the same problem 
as they visited a neighborhood still in the 
process of recovering from Hurricane 
Katrina. 

But during “Walking Sermon Sunday,” 
the two churches tried a new approach . . . 
to walk on Sunday morning during the 
worship service! So on Nov. 8 , 2009, 
church members “became the sermon.” 
Those members and guests who were phys¬ 
ically able walked the neighborhoods of 
their respective churches, introducing 
themselves to neighbors. “If someone 
inquired about the church, we talked fur¬ 
ther and extended an invitation. On our 
subsequent journeys, we handed out devo¬ 
tional booklets and flyers which included 
our contact information,” said Rev. 
Cushenberry. “If we visited someone that 

for PWJ grants 

ing and responding to violence and mili¬ 
tarism, and in moving and leading nations 
and peoples to reconciliation, transforma¬ 
tion, and redemption; 

Involve and develop leaders among 
United Methodists and enjoin the general 
public in efforts to end conflicts, human 
rights violations and violent aggression 
around the world; 

Promote just national and international 
policies and actions (governmental and 
non-governmental) seeking to address 
poverty and restore communities; or 

Support policies that promote systemat¬ 
ic economic justice and the self-develop¬ 
ment of peoples, in particular to respond to 
the disproportionate effect of injustices on 
racial, indigenous and ethnic persons. 

Applications will be evaluated by 
GBCS’s Board of Directors. 

Applicants may seek assistance in fill¬ 
ing out the form, which is available on the 
GBCS Web site at Peace with Justice Grant 
Application. For assistance, contact 
Marvlyn Scott (mailto:mscott@umc- 
gbcs.org), (202) 488-5643. 


said they were already a member of anoth¬ 
er church, we just affirmed that fact. We 
encouraged them to return to their church¬ 
es, or to enjoy visiting with us in the case 
where someone’s church had been 
destroyed during Hurricane Katrina.” 
While members were out visiting, those 
that could not participate stayed in the 
sanctuary to sing and pray for those who 
were walking. “This way, there is 100% 
participation! No words can describe how 
we felt that first day, walking back into the 
church while members were praying or 
singing!,” added Rev. Cushenberry. 
Members were thrilled by the response. 
“Walking Sermon Sundays” are now held 
every fifth Sunday as a regular part of the 
church calendar. “We are taking another 
look at how to approach the special 


Sunday’s in January and August because of 
the possibility of extreme weather,” she 
said. 

Philips Memorial and Hartzell UMCs 
have seen positive results from the “walk¬ 
ing ministry,” receiving thanks for the visits 
and requests for prayers. As a result of their 
visit, a family of four has joined Philips 
Memorial. 

But, perhaps more important, the 
churches were re-energized and invigorat¬ 
ed. “That’s evangelism.. .that’s witness¬ 
ing. . .trying to get people in the community 
to Christ! In essence, it’s taking the 
Church to the people!,” said Gail Brooks, a 
member at Philips Memorial UMC. 


United Methodist Student Day is Nov. 28 


The Louisiana Annual Conference 
has more than 36 students that currently 
receive approximately $67,000 in Find¬ 
ing through scholarships and loans pro¬ 
vided through the General Board of 
Higher Education and Ministry. 

The United Methodist Student Day 
offering slated for Nov. 28 is earmarked 
to provide funds for these vital loans and 


scholarships. 

Call ( 888 ) 346-3862 today to order 
envelopes and other resources so your 
congregation can participate in this 
church-wide offering. They will be sent 
at no cost to your church! You can also 
place an order for the 2011 Special 
Sunday materials! Find more at umcgiv- 
ing.org/specialsundays. 


In Memoriam 

Rev. Joe Brown, Jr. 

10/28/10 

Muriel J. Davis (Mrs. Abraham Davis) 

10/14/10 

Rev. Frances L. Lampkin 
10/26/10 

Rev. William G. Wilson 

10/25/10 

Rev. Thomas A. Wilson 
10/28/10 
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Children’s Home dedicates 


new home, vocational training and career center 




Dr. Steven Franks and Dr. Terrel DeVille stand with Bishop William W. Hutchinson, center, during the dedication service for the new Methodist Children’s Home of Southwest 
Louisiana, located near Sulpher, La. Pictured above right is the new John H. Allen Vocational Training and Career Center located at the Ruston home. 


Over 250 supporters attended the Oct. 

17 dedication service for the new 
Methodist Children’s Home of Southwest 
Louisiana, located near Sulpher, La. 

Before and after the service, visitors 
toured the home and enjoyed refreshments 
provided by area United Methodist church¬ 
es. 

The program began with remarks from 
Louisiana United Methodist Children and 
Family Services President and CEO, Terrel 
J. DeVille. He shared that the project was 
made possible by the offer of a very gener¬ 
ous gift from Bill Henning and his three 
sons, Dub, John, and Tom. The Henning 
gift enabled the home to meet its goals 
sooner than once thought possible. 

The 32-bed facility will be staffed and 
ready to begin serving children by late 


January, 2011. 

Dr. Steven Franks, program director for 
the Southwest La. home led a responsive 
reading with attendees, and then the pres¬ 
entation of the buildings for dedication to 
the Bishop commenced. The buildings 
were presented by Billy James, treasurer of 
the Board of Directors for LUMCFS. 

In his remarks, Bishop William 
Hutchinson emphasized that the home will 
“provide God’s love to children and fami¬ 
lies in great need.” A benediction was 
offered by Rev. Douglas L. Cain. 

New members for the Board of 
Directors of the home include William 
“Dub” Henning, Jr., Rev. Mike McLaurin, 
Cindy Qualls, Sulphur; Lake Charles 
District Superintendent Rev. Steve 
Spurlock, and Mark McMurry. 


The John H. Allen Vocational Training 
and Career Center, located at the Louisiana 
United Methodist Children’s Home in 
Ruston, was dedicated Oct. 5. John Allen, 
vice president of Operations for Louisiana 
United Methodist Children and Family 
Services, and Terrel J. DeVille, president 
and CEO, were on hand to witness the cel¬ 
ebration. 

Rev. Mickey Stringfield, Monroe 
District Superintendent Rev. Bob Burgess, 
Rev. Jerry Hilbun, and Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson all participated in the service. 
Rev. Stringfield serves as chaplain for the 
school and Rev. Hilbun is pastor of Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Ruston. 

In an interview with KTVE in Monroe, 
Allen explained that the center will ensure 
that once the youth helped by the home 


turn 18, they can go out into the world and 
be able to take care of themselves. Allen 
said “The ability to provide our youth with 
the opportunity to train and to learn a skill 
that will help them to obtain employment 
once they leave our home is so important.” 
The new training programs teach the youth 
important life skills such as how to act with 
others in the work force, the responsibility 
that comes with having a job, and of course 
the actual skills unique to the program they 
are enrolled in. The programs offered at the 
training center are barbering, carpentry and 
welding. The youth are also enrolled in the 
GED program facilitated by Howard 
School, which serves the residents of the 
home. 


Rethink Worship workshop moved to First UMC in Pineville 


Rethink Worship, a December workshop 
focusing on enhancing worship in 
Louisiana’s local churches, will now be 
held at First United Methodist Church in 
Pineville. 

The venue is changing to First UMC 
from the previous location which was the 
Alexandria Riverfront Center. 

This exciting resource opportunity fea¬ 
turing nationally renowned speakers will be 
held Saturday, Dec. 4, 2010. Participants 
gather at 9 a.m., participate in worship and 
workshops, and finish the day at 3:30 p.m. 

Congregations are encouraged to send a 
team to the event so that they can attend all 
four workshops, and then come home and 
share what they’ve learned. 

“Gather a task group at the church and 
envision who you are currently not reach¬ 
ing and how to best reach them through 
worship,” said Rev. Connelly. 

“Rethink Worship is an opportunity for 
every church to experience the growing 
edge of worship. It is possible for everyone 
to gain insights into worship, no matter the 
style,” said Rev. Don Cottrill, provost. 


The day-long event will include dynam¬ 
ic corporate worship as well as break-out 
sessions on specific elements of 
worship. The break-out times will include 
sessions on preaching, use of media, music 
and liturgical arts and drama. The leaders 
for these sessions are a mixture of our own 
Louisiana leadership and persons from the 
broader church leadership. 

Rethink Worship will provide tools for 
those who offer traditional worship as well 
as for those who provide other styles of 
worship. It is a day to both be a part of 
worship and to leam about worship. 

The audience for Rethink Worship is 
local church pastors, lay leadership, and 
worship and music leaders and commit¬ 
tees/teams. All persons are welcome. It is 
expected that local churches will bring 
teams of persons to the event in order to 
have representation in all of the break-out 
sessions and to form a task force to consid¬ 
er ways to integrate the information into 
the life of the congregation. 

Some may ask, “Why does our church 
need to attend the conference-sponsored 


Rethink Worship workshop in December? 
Isn’t it just about establishing a contempo¬ 
rary worship service in our church?” 

Actually, the purpose of the event is to 
broaden every local church’s resources 
around worship. Many churches are doing 
a really great job when it comes to wor¬ 
ship, but like any organization, we grow 
and become stronger when we “stretch.” 

Event organizers for Rethink Worship 
have designed the day-long workshop to 
provide participants with the necessary 
training and introductory resources to begin 
a new era in their church’s worship. 

“But, is this event ABOUT contempo¬ 
rary worship? 

The answer is “yes” and “no.” “We 
know many churches will never do wor¬ 
ship differently from what they are current¬ 
ly doing; and I personally do not like the 
dividing terms of ‘contemporary’ and ‘tra¬ 
ditional’ when describing worship,” said 
Rev. Joe Connelly, one of the event organ¬ 
izers. “Perhaps a better term to use is 
“responsive” worship. We must shape our 
services to respond to the needs of our con¬ 


gregation and community. It may include 
anthems and hymns. It may include gospel 
music. It might incorporate praise and wor¬ 
ship.” 

The event planners believe that partici¬ 
pants will take home a “greater apprecia¬ 
tion for diverse worship experiences” and 
some “21st century” resources intended to 
enhance the worship environment in our 
local churches. 

Featured speakers include Jim Walker, 
co-pastor of Hot Metal Bridge Faith 
Community in Pittsburgh (Preaching); Len 
Wilson and Jason Moore of Midnight Oil 
Productions (Use of Media in Worship); 
Mark Sorenson and Derek Joyce of First 
United Methodist Church in Shreveport 
(Music); and Rev. Beverly Connelly of St. 
Paul United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport (Liturgical Arts and Drama). 

To register, go to 

www.rethinkworship.org. Lunch is includ¬ 
ed in the registration fee of $20 per per¬ 
son. 
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HOPE Ministries, from page 1 

Families in poverty often learn patterns 
of behavior which help them get by on a 
day-to-day basis, but set them up for long¬ 
term failure, Simmons added. “They often 
use payday loan companies for immediate 
cash loans with interest rates and fees well 
beyond the standard rates. A lack of trans¬ 
portation continues to deter those who are 
capable of working from maintaining sta¬ 
ble employment. Accepting advice from 
friends and family members who may be 
struggling with the same issues also causes 
setbacks and failures.” 

Without ongoing checks and balances, 
said Simmons, these families find them¬ 
selves in a constant spiral downward, 
keeping them from being able to get and 
stay ahead. 

Those mired in generational poverty 
very often receive criticism rather than 
support, even from concerned Christians. 
“Unfortunately, those who were bom into 
several generations of poverty have limited 
choices, too. Many have an educational 
level that doesn’t go beyond the sixth 
grade,” said Simmons. 

Simmons recommends that those want¬ 
ing to leam more about the facts surround¬ 
ing poverty should consider registering for 
a course offered by HOPE Ministries. 
Understanding the Dynamics of Poverty 
training helps provide tools that anyone 
who works with those in poverty needs in 
order to best serve this stmggling commu¬ 
nity. This six-hour training course, next 
offered on Dec. 9, is designed to help par¬ 
ticipants grasp many of the obstacles and 
difficulties families in poverty face every 
day. The interactive workshop is com¬ 
prised of data from leading poverty experts 
including Dr. Ruby Payne of Aha! Process; 
Dr. Nicholas Zill of Child Trends; and Dr. 
Ellen Galinsky, Mind in the Making. 

Understanding the Dynamics of 
Poverty, led by Richard Stonich, will be 
held Dec. 9 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the 
Louisiana Resource Center for Educators 
in Baton Rouge. The cost of the training is 
$125 and interested persons can register 
online at www.hopebr.org For more infor¬ 
mation contact Simmons at (225) 355- 
0702. 

Call to Action, from page 3 

Conference to implement, Alexander said. 

The team recommends that the Council 
of Bishops establish an “Interim 
Operations Team” to determine what legis¬ 
lation is required. The team would also 
work with the Council of Bishops, 
Connectional Table and the general agen¬ 
cies to plan the denominational funding 
and budget that will be considered at the 
2012 General Conference. 

Ultimately, the message and ministry of 
The United Methodist Church is one worth 
saving, Alexander said. 

“The Gospel and our Wesleyan view of 
the way God’s grace goes before us and 
beckons us to God is of such critical 
importance that it must not be ignored,” he 
said. “The integration of personal and 
social holiness is a way of being in the 
world that can redeem a broken and hurt¬ 
ing world. That is no less true today than 
when the circuit riders set out to spread 
scriptural holiness across the land.” 



Bishop William Hutchinson meets with Senator Mary Landrieu 


Bishop William W. Hutchinson recently met with Sen. Mary Landrieu in her offices located in New Orleans. Bishop Hutchinson spoke 
with the senator about the efforts of the Louisiana Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church and UMCOR in helping to 
rebuild New Orleans and other storm affected areas in the state. The conference, with the help of UMCOR, started its Disaster 
Recovery Ministry shortly after a series of major hurricanes, including Katrina and Rita which hit the Gulf Coast in 2005. 


Follow Your Heart 
AND 

Be Tax-Smart! 


Year-end giving that 
produces extra income! 




Single Life* 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.5% 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.4% 

80 

7.2% 

85 

8.1% 

90+ 

9.5% 


Wanting to make a gift to your church but still feeling a little uneasy 
about the financial market? A charitable gift annuity, which can 
actually increase your income, may be just the solution for you. 

Charitable Gift Annuities: 

• Increase your income now, benefit your church later 

• Avoid capital gains tax 

• Receive a charitable income tax deduction 

Contact us for more information or go to 
our website for a free downloadable brochure. 


(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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Happy Thanksgiving 
from the 

Conference Staff to 
United Methodists 
throughout the 
Louisiana 
Conference! 
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Louisiana Conference receives AIDS leadership award 


The United Methodist Louisiana 
Conference “was humbled” to receive one 
of five inaugural United Methodist Global 
AIDS Leadership Awards during the third 
international Lighten the Burden 
Conference held Oct. 14-16. 

“I am inspired by the efforts of United 
Methodists throughout the Louisiana 
Conference as they do their part to help 


eliminate this killer disease,” said Bishop 
William W. Hutchinson, Episcopal leader 
for the conference. 

The Louisiana Conference was honored 
during the event along with retired United 
Methodist Bishop “Fritz” and Etta Mae 
Mutti, Rev. Donald Messer, Dr. Musa Dube 
and former President George W. and Laura 
Bush. 


The interfaith conference, held in 
Dallas, focused on how the faith communi¬ 
ty can work toward an AIDS-free world. 

Embracing the four foci of the general 
church, the Louisiana Conference began 
working in 2009 on “improving health 
globally” with a special focus on the elimi¬ 
nation of AIDS. 

See AIDS award, page 8 
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Seeking Justice 


Erin Sheehan, a member of Haynesville United Methodist Church in Louisiana, is shown second from left during her service as 
a Global Justice Volunteer in the Philippines.The Global Justice Volunteers (GJV) Class of 2010 came from Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, The Philippines and the United States. Volunteers are shown on page seven of this issue of the 
Louisiana Now! assisting with disaster relief after Typhoon Conson hit the Phillippines. 

Young adult serves as global justice volunteer 


Would you take the challenge to travel 
halfway around the world by yourself to 
work in a country where you know no 
one? Erin Sheehan did just that. She flew 
8,500 miles one-way to the Philippines to 
invest two months as a member of the 
Global Justice Volunteer program (GJV). 

Sheehan represented United 
Methodists as a volunteer sponsored by 


the General Board of Global Missions, 
Women’s Division. “I applied for the 
position and was the only team member 
selected from a non-Asian culture,” 
Sheehan said. “I didn’t know what Td be 
doing at all until I got there.” The GJV 
Class of 2010 came from Cambodia, 
Indonesia, Korea, Malaysia, The 
Philippines and the United States. 


As part of a short term mission team, 
she lived and learned alongside people of 
faith who ministered within their com¬ 
munities, working for ways to target and 
meet needs. GJVs commit to living and 
working in assigned communities and 
participating in all phases of the experi¬ 
ence. It is intended to be a life-transform- 

See justice volunteer, page i 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


God’s Mission in Search of a Church 


The past three months have been 
significantly encouraging to me as I 
look at God’s ministry and mission in 
our Annual Conference. As most of 
you know the Extended Cabinet (the 
seven District Superintendents, Provost, 
Conference Lay Leader, Director of 
Administrative Services, President of 
The Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Foundation, and myself) has 
been doing extensive work on align¬ 
ment issues with the work of our local 
churches as they relate to the mission 
of the Church, “to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world.” We have traveled together 
from District to District this fall, shar¬ 
ing our work and inviting church pas¬ 
tors and laity into conversation about 
the future. We have now completed our 
visits to six Districts, and will wrap up 
our visits in December in the Acadiana 
District. These gatherings have been 
extremely encouraging. 

All across the United Methodist 
Church, efforts are being made to align 
our day-to-day ministry with the ulti¬ 
mate mission of making disciples. It is 
energizing to see the commitment of 
our denominational leaders, and share 
with them the vision that the decline of 
the Church need not be our normal 
state of being. Instead, we have an 
incredible amount of strength as a 
Church to move ourselves beyond insti¬ 
tutional preservation and back into the 
mainstream of the development of the 
world as a true and renewed movement 
of God’s people. 

In each of the District meetings we 
have held so far, the comments are 
overwhelmingly positive when I share 
our vision as a Cabinet and our com¬ 
mitment to the congregations in 
Louisiana. Naturally, there are some 
who have felt a little disconcerted when 
I have stated that our main “client” for 
the energies of the Cabinet, the monies 
of the Conference, and the appointment 
of clergy to congregations is “the mis¬ 
sion of the church” itself. In other 
words, our energies are being directed 
at “making disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the transformation of the world.” We 
are not making our “client”, the recipi¬ 
ent of our work, the advancement of 
the clergy; nor is the “client” found in 
trying to satisfy the “desire for happi¬ 
ness” of the laity of a local church. 

The “client” is the advancement of the 
“mission” of the church by bringing 
more and more people to the disciple- 
ship status and by transforming the 
world around us by reaching out to 
those beyond our church walls and 
rolls. 

In a recent gathering of Methodist 
Bishops and Presidents from across the 
world, Dr. Peter Storey of South Africa 
spoke to our being driven by God’s 
mission. He said, “mission is not ours 
but God’s, and mission is about the 
world, not the church.” 


Dr. Storey went 
on to quote Stephen 
Bayne (1908-1974) 
who said, “The 
Church has no mis¬ 
sion of its own 
...Mission belongs 
to God. It was 
God’s from the 
beginning; it is 
God’s; it will 
always be God’s. 
God has God’s pur¬ 
poses from the foundation of the world. 

. .and the only part the Church has in 
this is obedience - a share in the eternal 
and life-giving obedience of the Son of 
God. And the most terrible judgments 
on the Church comes when God leaves 
us to our own devices because God is 
tired of waiting for our obedience . . . 
and God goes on without us into the 
wilderness of human need and injustice 
and pain.” 

Dr. Storey also quotes Ross Olivier 
who says, “The real question is not 
whether the church can find its mission, 
but whether God’s mission can find a 
church.” Wow! What a powerful state¬ 
ment that is! And it is my great prayer 
that God’s mission will find The United 
Methodist Church, and, in particular, 
The Louisiana Conference (Church by 
Church) of The United Methodist 
Church. I do believe that is happening 
in places in our Conference and will 
begin to emerge more and more in the 
days ahead! 

When we open ourselves to the 
infilling and life-giving presence of 
God’s Holy Spirit, then the mission of 
God becomes our work and our mis¬ 
sion. I am convinced the Holy Spirit is 
at work in our congregations. The 
Holy Spirit is making us restless, not 
fully satisfied, and yearning and search¬ 
ing for something deeper. That “some¬ 
thing deeper” is to allow God’s mission 
to find us and use us as God’s people 
on the move in 2010 and beyond. 

So, in this Thanksgiving week, I 
give special thanks to the open minds, 
open hearts and open doors of United 
Methodists throughout Louisiana who 
are opening their minds, hearts and 
doors to a new movement of God’s 
Spirit. I’m confident our Church is in a 
great search for our mission. My 
prayer is that God’s mission will find 
us as a Church and use us to our utmost 
to expend ourselves in God’s service. 

A blessed Thanksgiving to all, and 
a beautiful Advent journey as the “star 
of the east” leads us to kneel before the 
Holy One and submit ourselves wholly 
to His Lordship and His mission. 

In Christ’s love, 



Bishop William W. 
Hutchinson 


fall /JdU* 




Bill Hutchinson 


SAM Grants applications are due on Dec. 10 


Applications are being accepted for 
Support Action Ministries (SAM) grants 
for church-sponsored mission projects for 
local communities. SAM grants provide 
up to $3,000 in binding for the develop¬ 
ment of a new mission outreach of a local 
church or church-related institution. 

Grants are awarded for one year, and a 
recipient may reapply to receive funds for 
three consecutive years. SAM grant funds 
are considered start-up funds for a new 


project, and developing ongoing funding to 
sustain the project is strongly encouraged. 

To apply for a SAM grant, application 
forms can be found on the conference web¬ 
site at www.la-umc.org under “Resources - 
Documents/Forms”. 

The deadline for submission of applica¬ 
tions is December 10, 2010. For applica¬ 
tion information or questions, contact 
Rachel Scott at scottrl@bellsouth.net or 
(318) 797-8721. 


Jan. 10 is deadline to apply for 2011 GBCS grants 


Jan. 10 is the deadline to apply for 
Ethnic Local Church and Human Relations 
Day Grants from the United Methodist 
General Board of Church & Society 
(GBCS). The ethnic church grants are to 
strengthen ethnic minority local churches 
through education, advocacy or leadership 
development as they engage in social jus¬ 
tice. The human relations grants are 
designed to respond to the needs of young, 
non-violent offenders through education, 
advocacy or leadership development and 
training. 

To qualify for grant consideration, 
applicants must be either: 

a United Methodist local church, dis¬ 
trict, annual conference, racial/ethnic cau¬ 
cus, or other affiliated ethnic group/organi- 
zation; or 

an ecumenical group/organization 
working with and through at least one 
United Methodist agency or organization 
whose program has an impact on at least 
one United Methodist ethnic minority local 
church. 

Two funding periods are available for 
consideration: Jan. 10 is deadline for the 
spring cycle and Aug. 10 for the fall. 


Priority consideration shall be given to 
programs that are part of a Comprehensive 
Plan of an Annual Conference. 

For more information, contact the Rev. 
Neal Christie (mailto:nchristie@umc- 
gbcs.org) (nchristie@umc-gbcs.org), 

GBCS assistant general secretary, 
Education & Leadership Formation, at 
(202) 488-5611 or download the applica¬ 
tion at Ethnic Local Church Grant 
(http ://www.umc- 

gbcs.org/atf/cfi%7B689FEA4C-8849- 

4C05-A89E-C9BC7FFFF64C%7D/2009- 

2012ELC.DOC). 

Grant applications are available at 
Human Relations Day Grant 
(http ://www.umc- 

gbcs.org/atf/cfi%7B689fea4c-8849-4c05- 

a89e-c9bc7ffff64c%7D/2009- 

2012HUM AN%20RELATIONS%20D AY 

%20GRANT%20APPLICATION.DOCX), 

or by contacting Marvlyn Scott 

(http ://www.kintera. com/kintera_cms/net/c 

ontent/mscott@umc-gbcs .org) 

(mscott@umc-gbcs.org), in the office of 

Education & Leadership Formation, (202) 

488-5643. 


In Memoriam 


Rev. Ira Meredith Robinson 
11 / 7/10 
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Special UMW Section 


President Edna Hickman presents ‘Year in Review’ for Louisiana Conference UMW 


What a year we 
have had in 2010! 

Let’s start with 
Assembly. In April we 
journeyed to St. Louis, 

Missouri to Assembly 
2010 by conference 
bus, airplanes and 
automobiles. What a 
time we had as over 
7,000 women from all 
over the world, from 
many cultures and 
nationalities and many countries, from the 
able-bodied to the disabled, from the 
underprivileged to the privileged, all gath¬ 
ered at America’s Center to celebrate 
“Faith, Hope, Love in Action.” The 
Louisiana Conference was well represented 
with 59 persons in attendance. 

Annual Conference 2010 was held 
Sunday, June 6 through Wednesday June 9 
on the campus of Centenary College, 
Shreveport, La. As a part of the UMW 
report, I portrayed a Sudanese Woman, 
using a slide presentation to enhance her 
story. I also served as a teller for voting 
during the conference sessions and gave 
the closing prayer at the end of the morn¬ 
ing session on Tuesday. As in previous 
years, Louisiana Conference UMW had a 
display table on health issues affecting 
women which tied into the Conference 
theme regarding Global Health. 

The ladies of Louisiana Conference 
UMW hosted the West Gulf Regional 
School at Dillard University again this 
year, June 25-28. I wish to thank ALL of 
the members of the Executive Team as well 
as the New Orleans District who made the 
experience for our guests a very enjoyable 
one. 

Our Louisiana Conference School of 
Christian Mission was held at The Wesley 
Center in Woodworth from Wednesday, 

July 21 and ended at noon on Saturday, 


July 24, 2010. Our Spiritual Growth Study 
was “For the Love of God; The Epistles of 
John.” Our Social Issue Study was “Joy to 
the World: Mission in the Age of Global 
Christianity” and “The Beauty and Courage 
of Sudan: Why a Dream of Peace is 
Possible” was our Geographical Study. The 
Sudan study was the repeat study from 
2009. Like the adult study, “Joy to the 
World” was also our youth study. We want 
to thank our Dean, Dolores Giles, and 
Assistant Dean, Judy Willis, and all of our 
study leaders, musicians, executive team 
and everyone who participated in making 
this year’s School of Christian Mission a 
great success. 

The 37th Annual Meeting of Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women was 
held at the First United Methodist Church 
in Natchitoches, hosted by the Alexandria 
District. We came to meet and greet our 
Louisiana Conference Retired Missionaries 
and Deaconesses and to celebrate our 
theme, “Faces of Mission.” We give 
thanks to God for these persons who have 
given so much of their time and their lives 
to serving others. Jesus invites us to love 
God and to serve others. When we accept 
His invitation, we become true missionar¬ 
ies. Our Mission Moment with Rev. Carlos 
and Mrs. Saroj Welch on Friday evening at 
the Banquet was very informative. The 
food was delicious and the music was 
exceptional. We give thanks to God for our 
Chairperson, Carolyn Dove, and Co-chair¬ 
person, Evelyn Evans, and all the ladies of 
the Alexandria District. They did an excel¬ 
lent job of making us feel welcomed. 

As a part of this year’s Annual Meeting, 
we honored Nancy Carruth for her out¬ 
standing service to United Methodist 
Women and for her service to women, 
youth and children. Barbara Ferguson, 
Social Action Coordinator, was recognized 
and received the Outstanding United 
Methodist Woman of the Year Award for 


spearheading our letter writing campaign 
with focus on the operation of charter 
schools in Louisiana. Our conference 
Outstanding Woman in Mission Award for 
2010 went to Phyllis Zansler for her 
tremendous contributions and ongoing 
work in missions. Phyllis is a member of 
Munholland UMC in the New Orleans 
District. She serves as Coordinator of 
Membership, Nurture and Outreach for the 
New Orleans District and is President of 
her local unit. We congratulate all of the 
recipients for their outstanding service to 
the United Methodist Women. 

Our Executive Committee this year 
approved the recommendation of the 
Charter for Racial Justice Committee mak¬ 
ing Haiti our Social Justice issue this year. 
We are proud to report that Louisiana 
Conference United Methodist Women have 
given over $21,000.00 to Haiti. Thank you 
very much for your generosity. 

Laurie Seeger retired after two years as 
Conference Treasurer and Barbara 
Ferguson retired after four years as 
Conference Social Action Coordinator. 
Committee on Nominations persons leav¬ 
ing office were Jonelle Walker who served 
four years, Patricia Watson who served 
four years and Shannon Rachal who served 
two years. Ouida Smith served two years 
as Chairperson of our Committee on 
Nominations. She will be leaving as chair¬ 
person but will continue to serve as a mem¬ 
ber of that committee. All of these ladies 
have served us well and we give them our 
thanks. 

Judy Willis was installed for another 
term as Conference Vice President and 
Juanita Lagard will serve another term as 
Spiritual Growth Coordinator. Brenda 
Marks was elected as Conference Treasurer 
and Laura Salguero as Social Action 
Coordinator. Carrie Roy is our newly elect¬ 
ed Chair of the Committee on 


on Nominations are Judy Nugent and 
Bettye Watson. 

On October 7,1 was invited as a guest 
to attend the Women’s Division Board of 
Directors Meeting. I was very proud to 
attend and I want to let you know that you 
should be very proud of the women who 
serve as our Directors. They work extreme¬ 
ly hard and along with Division staff mem¬ 
bers, make this organization the success 
that it is. Our director, Kathleen Conrad, 
continues to make us proud and I was very 
pleased and honored to be in attendance. 

Now let us look forward to 2011. Our 
United Methodist Women’s Sunday will be 
celebrated on January 23, 2011. Our theme 
of “Faces of Mission” will allow us to rec¬ 
ognize our Missionaries and to look at our¬ 
selves as Missionaries in service to others. 

Our first conference activity of 2011 
will be our Spiritual Retreat which will be 
held at The Wesley Center from February 
18 - 19, 2011. Our retreat leader will be 
Debbie Covington. The theme is “The Five 
Senses of the Soul” with scriptures coming 
from Matthew 22:37 and other Bible sto¬ 
ries. Additional information will be avail¬ 
able in our January edition of the 
Louisiana Now! and in your District 
newsletters. 

Other important dates for 2011 are 
available in this edition. Please mark your 
calendar now so that you will be able to 
attend and participate in the upcoming 
activities. 

Because this is our last edition this year, 
we are wishing each and every one of you 
and yours, a Blessed Holiday Season- 
Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! Remember JESUS is 
the reason for ALL seasons and celebra¬ 
tions! 

In His Name, 

Edna Brown Hickman 

President 


Nominations. Also joining the Committee La. Conference UMW 



Edna B. Hickman 


Vice president reports on 2010 UMW Annual Meeting held in Natchitoches 


There’s nothing like 
having UMW Annual 
Meeting in “Cane 
River country.” 

Natchitoches made a 
lovely setting for our 
gathering. Fall was in 
the air with decorations 
of pumpkins on hay 
bales and flowering 
mums. It really put one 
in an “Octoberfest” cel¬ 
ebration kind of mood, especially with 
plenty of that good old Southern hospitali¬ 
ty. 

It was evident that the women and men 
of Natchitoches UMC had left no stone 
unturned in organizing and planning for 
receiving us as their guests. I wish to com¬ 
mend each of the members of the UMW 
task planning committee with its leadership 
by District President Carolyn Dove and 
Unit President Evelyn Evans for a job well 
done. Thanks also to the churches of the 
Alexandria District for their help and sup¬ 
port. 

The theme for the meeting was “Faces 


of Mission,” honoring all of our Louisiana 
missionaries. Friday morning during regis¬ 
tration we were given the opportunity to 
meet and greet those missionaries that were 
present with us. 

President Edna Hickman convened the 
37th UMW Annual Meeting on October 1, 
2010 and as part of her report, gave special 
recognition to our Conference Social 
Action Coordinator, Barbara Ferguson, for 
outstanding service. She also recognized 
Ms. Doretha Brown for over 50 years of 
service in the mission field. 

Staphenae Carey, our representative 
from the South Central Jurisdiction 
Leadership Team, reminded us of the 
Quadrennial Meeting in Abilene, Texas 
scheduled for June 22 - 24, 2012. The 
theme is “Women Responding to God’s 
Love and Grace.” She wants us all to 
attend and promises we will have a good 
time. 

Women’s Division Director Kathleen 
Conrad encouraged us to utilize the two 
free publications that are available. They 
are our official national newspaper, 
“NEWS” and the brochures entitled “20 


Questions 2009 - 2012” and “Membership 
Joys” for perspective new members. 

The Mission Candle burned for two 
hours and 31 minutes for a total of 
$4,741.23. The Conference Woman in 
Mission was also selected. Her name is 
Phyllis Zansler of the New Orleans 
District. Congratulations, Phyllis! 

President Edna Hickman conducted the 
honoring of our retired missionaries and 
deaconesses. 

Two directors of our Louisiana 
Conference mission agencies presented 
their reports. Jamie Billiot of Dulac 
Community Center reported they had about 
130 children for Bible School this year and 
are serving 240. They maintain a food bank 
and are in need of school kits for the chil¬ 
dren they serve. She said they plan a pro¬ 
duction featuring the Bayou Eagles Native 
Americans entitled “Reflections of the 
Past: Story Tellers of the Future” in their 
gym area. It’s the story of the Houma 
Indians and the work of the United 
Methodist Church in the community. We 
are all invited. 

Kathy Kraiza of UMCOR Sager Brown 


Depot said a new dormitory building has 
been constructed on the Sager Brown cam¬ 
pus. She made available several bolts of 
material to be used in sewing bags for kits. 
She encouraged our members to please use 
the Prayer Calendar, especially by sending 
birthday cards, writing notes and giving 
donations. Our missionaries in the field 
really want to know they are not forgotten 
and appreciate our support. 

Joanne Finley, unfortunately, could not 
be with us. She has resigned from the 
North Rampart Community Center. Her 
tenure has expired and she is moving back 
home to Alabama. She sent us her report 
and her heartfelt appreciation for all that 
the members of the Conference have done 
to support her and the Center. North 
Rampart Center is still meeting the needs 
of the community and will need our contin¬ 
ued support. 

Heidi Hillery, the new director of 
MacDonell Children’s Services, was not 
with us but Jamie Billiot read her report. 
Heidi gave us a bio of her qualifications 

See VP report, page 6 
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Women’s Division board meeting highlights 


2011 Reading Program 
Reminders, Highlights, Updates & Tips 


Louisiana Conference United 
Methodist Women’s President, Edna 
Hickman, was one of several invited 
Conference guests that attended the Fall 
Board meeting in Stanford, Connecticut 
October 8-11. Highlights from the meeting 
are as follows: 

♦Approval of 18 Candidates for the 
Office of Deaconess and Home Missioner 
to be commissioned in April 2011. 

♦Yvette Moore, former senior writer for 
Response Magazine, is now Editor of 
Response. 

♦ Women’s Division has expanded its 
printed material from two languages to six 
languages in order to live out the vision of 
the organization. 

♦ Approved a 2012 UMW Young 
Women’s national event to be held in order 
to reach younger women. 

♦Approved 32 grants from the 2010 A 


The 37th Annual UMW Meeting of 
Louisiana Conference UMW was a great 
success. We had 210 attendees and our 
offering was $1561.25. 

Our Mission Candle burned for two 
hours and 31 minutes, which means we 
gave $4751.97 in honor or in memory of 
our loved ones. We had 91 Five-Star 
Giving Units. 

The Louisiana Conference UMW is a 
very generous group of ladies providing for 
the purpose of women, children and youth. 
Keep up the work! It is difficult during 
these economic times but God is good. He 
blesses us in so many ways. 

When persons hear our stories and the 
stories of those we are helping with our 
funds, people are willing to give. So spread 


Since 1887, prayer, study and giving 
have been central to the observance of A 
Call to Prayer and Self Denial. In each of 
three years of a four year cycle, gifts are 
divided equally between U.S. and overseas 
missions related to an annual theme and 
are awarded in grants. These grants are 
reported annually in Response Magazine. 

Every fourth year, funds are used for 
pensions and health care for retired mis¬ 
sionaries and deaconesses for whom the 
Women’s Division is responsible. This 
annual observance gives local and district 
units a chance to study and reflect on a par¬ 
ticular theme each year to designate funds 
for ministries related to the theme for the 
year. The 2011 theme is “Give the Gift of 
Love” and the offering will provide pen¬ 
sions and health care for retired United 


Call To Prayer & Self Denial Offering 
Fund, which included a grant to 
MacDonell UM Children’s Services in 
Houma for building and property repairs. 

♦A presentation by Dr. Aleese Moore of 
Faith Trust Institute on Domestic Violence 
was given. 

♦Granted permission for UMCOR 
Sager Brown in Baldwin to build a 3,910 
square foot dorm at their expense. 

♦Rev. Melanie Morrison gave a presen¬ 
tation on Institutional Racism entitled “A 
Look at the Culture Within”. 

It is with humble submission that I con¬ 
tinue to serve on the Board of Directors of 
the General Board of Global Ministries 
United Methodist Women’s Division. 

Prayerfully submitted by 

Kathleen Conrad 


the word! God will do the rest. 

Now is the time to plan for the upcom¬ 
ing year. UMW Sunday is around the cor¬ 
ner. Get your SMR pin orders in. Changes 
are occurring in the ordering process, so 
stay tuned for new information. Remember 
to keep monies in your accounts to start the 
New Year, but the rest should be sent in to 
help meet our pledge. 

My term of treasurer will end in 
December of 2010. It has been a joy to 
serve. Ladies, thank you for all your sup¬ 
port and generosity. Keep up the good 
work! 

Laurie Seeger 

UMW Treasurer 


self denial 2011 

Methodist Women deaconesses and mis¬ 
sionaries. 

A packet is available through the 
Mission Resource Center at 1221 Profit 
Drive in Dallas, Texas 75247. The center 
can be reached at 1-800-305-9857 from 8 
a.m.-5 p.m., Monday-Friday or anytime by 
fax, (214) 630-0079 or online at www.mis- 
sionresourcecenter. org 

The Call to Prayer packet includes an 
announcement poster, prayer card(s), and 
offering envelopes. The program is found 
in the 2011 UMW program book Finding 
Peace on page 61. Call to Prayer is usually 
celebrated between January and March 
each year. 

Juanita Lagard 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator 


As in years past, the UMW Reading 
Program seeks to fulfill its purpose of 
encouraging its members and other inter¬ 
ested persons to: 

V expand understanding of and partici¬ 
pation in God’s mission; 

V increase sensitivity to all human 
beings—their needs, interests and con¬ 
cerns; 

V encourage critical thinking about 
issues facing humanity today; 

V grow in understanding of Scripture as 
it relates to Christian faith in contemporary 
life 

Remember, you can participate through 
one of four reading program plans: 

• Plan 1 (four books/year; one from 
each of four different categories) 

• Plan 2 (10 books/year; at least two 
from four different categories) 

• Plan 3 (15 books/year; eight books 
with at least two from each category and 
seven additional books from any category) 

• Plan 4 (20 books/year; eight books 
with at least two from each category and 
12 additional books from any category) 

Plan 1 requires regular reading of 
Response Magazine and Plans 2, 3 and 4 
require regular reading of Response and 
New World Outlook magazines. 

The Reading Program Plans 1-4 will 
allow selections from the 2007-2011 read¬ 
ing lists if not included in previous reports. 

Tips and Highlights 

A new category, Leadership 
Development, is now available for credit 
with the Reading Program. A 
Recommended Reading list is also avail¬ 
able for credit, with selections separate 
from the regular program selections. 
Contact the Mission Resource Center for 
info on availability. 

You can join the Reading Program 
Social Network at Reading.umwonline.net 
and download the 2011 Reading Program 
from that site. You can join the Reading 
Program Reading Group at 
readinggroup.umwonline.net 

Contact the Mission Resource Center at 
1-800-305-9857 from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Central Standard Time, Monday - Friday, 
to place your order for the following spe¬ 
cials: 

Purchase your choice of one book from 
each of the Mission emphases and receive 
a 10% discount 

Start your 2011 Reading Program 
Library with an order of at least one copy 



of every book from all seven categories 
(Education for Mission, Leadership 
Development, Nurturing for Community, 
Social Action, Spiritual Growth, Children, 
& Youth) and shipping and handling for 
the entire order will be only $20! 

Contact the Mission Resource Center to 
order GIFT CERTIFICATES for a thought¬ 
ful gift to individuals or groups as a gesture 
of appreciation or congratulations; thank 
you’s, birthdays, weddings, graduations or 
“just because.” Select from increments 
ranging from $15 to $35. 

In securing books from the Reading 
Program lists, remember that the Mission 
Resource Center is the source for providing 
all UMW books and materials. You may 
also consider other suggestions/tips such as 
circulating/exchanging books among and 
between other units. 

We have also found that local libraries 
are a good source. Taking advantage of this 
resource has been helpful. If your local 
library does not own a book you are inter¬ 
ested in, ask about the use of the inter- 
library loan system. It is also possible that 
the library budgets may allow purchase of 
some of the Reading Program books. 

Bonus Books are still a part of the pro¬ 
gram suggestions. These books count as 
two books, either as two books in the same 
category or one book in each of two cate¬ 
gories. 

Your October 2010 Response features 
an interview of author Thomas DeWolf by 
Yvette Moore concerning his journey into 
the history of his family, his country and 
the transatlantic slave trade in Inheriting 
The Trade, a 2011 UMW Reading Program 
Book. Response/October 2010, pages 35- 
38 

Dorothy Kimball 

Secretary of Program Resources 


North Rampart Community Center Christmas Gala 
Friday, December 3, 2010 
7-10 p.m. 

Four Columns Banquet Hall 
3711 W. B. Expressway, Harvey, La. 

Enjoy dinner and live entertainment by 
Clark Knighten and 4x4 Connection 
A Silent Auction 
$50.00 donation per person 

UMW units and churches are encouraged to support this event by 
attending and/or sending a donation. 

For tickets or more information, please contact 
Staphenae Carey at staph803@bellsouth.net 


Mission Candle burns to raise $4,751.97 


Call to prayer and 


December 10, 2010 is the 
deadline for UMW articles for 
the January 14, 2010 edition 
of the Louisiana Now! 
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2010 La. Conference United Methodist Women pictorial Year in Review 

Hoping that you enjoy browsing these views from some of our 2010 activities including Assembly 2010; West Gulf Regional School 2010 (hosted on the campus of Dillard 
University, New Orleans, Louisiana); Louisiana Conference School of Mission; and our Annual Meeting and DELT hosted by the Alexandria District. You are invited to enjoy 
browsing and reminiscing. Hope you can find yourself in a scene or someone you know! Enjoy! 
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Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women 
2010 Calendar of Events 

November 13,2010 

United Methodist Women-SCM / Program Committee 

Mtg- Wesley Center 

December 3 2010 

North Rampart Community Center Christmas Gala-Fund 
Raiser 7 PM-10 PM 

Four Columns Banquet Hall 

3711 West Bank Expressway, Harahan, LA 

Donation: $50/person- 

Ticket Information: Staphenae Carey 

Email:staph803@bellsouth.net 

December 4, 2010 

RETHINK: WORSHIP Alexandria Civic Center 

9:30 AM - 3:30 PM 

January 23, 2011 

United Methodist Women’s Sunday-Celebrations held 
nation and world-wide 

February 18-19, 2011 

UMW Spiritual Retreat-Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA 

March 19, 2011 

Concurrent Finance, Membership, and Nominations 
Committee Meetings 

June 5-8, 2011 

Louisiana Annual Conference, Centenary Campus, 
Shreveport, LA 

June 23-26, 2011 

West Gulf Regional School of Mission, Abilene, Texas 

July 19, 2011 

Louisiana Conference UMW Executive Committee 

Meeting 

July 20-23, 2011 

Louisiana Conference UMW School of Christian Mission- 
Wesley Center, Woodworth, LA 

October 6, 2011 

UMW Executive Committee Meeting-Shreveport District 
Hosting 

October 7-8, 2011 

UMW Annual Meeting & District Elected Leadership 
Training-Shreveport District 

October 8, 2011 

District Elected Leadership Training (DELT)-following 

Annual Meeting) 

November 19, 2011 

Program- School of Christian Mission Committees Meet- 
Wesley Center 


Louisiana Conference United Methodist Women Goals 

for 2011 

Communications: To increase readership in the Louisiana Now! and to make sure 
that each unit will get the UMW editions. 

Education & Interpretation: To increase the number of Mission Today units. 

Membership, Nurture & Outreach: To reactivate inactive units and members. 

Program Resources: Increase the number of readers taking part in the Reading 
Program by 10% as measured by Annual Report made to and by the District 
Secretaries of Program Resources. 

Social Action: To increase the number of Social Action Certificates and to select a 
specific Social Action goal for the Legislative event 

Spiritual Growth: To increase the use of the Prayer Calendar at each meeting. 
Treasurer: To meet our pledge. 

Vice-President: To write articles in each Louisiana Now! UMW edition to inform 
members about Conference goals and Mission Projects. 


Upcoming UMW Issue Information 

This United Methodist Women’s insert is published in the Louisiana Now! four 
times per year: January, May, August and November. Please note the new contact 
information send UMW news items to the Conference Communications Coordinator: 
lana.lathan@yahoo.com is the email address specifically set for receipt of UMW 
related news and photos. Please send photos/pictures separately and jpeg format for 
pictures should be used. Additional contact info is as follows: 

Lana P. Lathan 
P.O. Box 232 
Erwinville, LA 70729 

Phone (H): 225-627-6596 Cell Phone: 225-247-0779 

Thank you for submissions from the jurisdictional, conference, district, and 
local levels of United Methodist Women. 


COME ONE, COME ALL! 

TO THE 

UMW 2011 SPRING SPIRITUAL RETREAT 

When: Friday and Saturday, February 18-19, 2011 
Beginning at 1 p.m. Friday, February 18th 
Ending at noon on Saturday, February 19th 

Where: The Wesley Center, Woodworth, Louisiana 
What: “The Five Senses of the Soul” 

Who: Presented by Debbie Sutton Covington 

About our presenter 

Debbie Sutton Covington has been a Bible study 
leader and has spoken to several groups on various top¬ 
ics. She has been married for over 26 years to her hus¬ 
band, Kenny. They reside in Shreveport, La 

It wasn’t until Debbie attended a Bible study that 
she learned how God saw her and that she was worthy to 
be loved by the Almighty. She is a passionate author and 
has recently written and published her own book which is 
entitled, If I ....I Will. It is an insightful look at Jesus’ 
healing of the suffering woman in Mark, Chapter 5. 

She notes that “Just like that suffering woman, 
everyone must learn to step past their suffering... in order 
to reach for Jesus and to receive healing. ” 

God called Debbie to share her story with others. 
She organized and is the Director of the “Journey 
of Sisters Women’s Ministry.” She has a passion to see 
women’s lives transformed and redeemed for God. 

We look forward to having Debbie lead us in our 
retreat! 


VP report, from page 3 

and her plans for the future of 
MacDonell’s. At present they are expand¬ 
ing their services to include a Transitional 
Living Program for youth 16-21 years of 
age. They will be housed in a facility 
across from the agency. It will be named in 
memory of Inez Chrisentery. 

On Friday evening, we gathered in the 
Natchitoches Events Center for a delicious 
catered meal, music and speakers. The 
“Shout to the Lord” Band from First UMC, 
Natchitoches provided special music. After 
dinner, Rev. Carlos and Saroj Welch, 
retired missionaries to India, spoke about 
their experiences. They were interesting, 
very informative and amusing, as well. 

On Saturday, we began with our Pledge 
Service led by Conference Treasurer Laurie 
Seeger and Conference E & I officer 
Myma Freeman. Our conference offering 
amounted to $1,561.25. With our guests, 
we had a total of 210 in attendance. Dr. 
Nancy Carruth officiated for the installa¬ 
tion of new officers. Former conference 
president, Lueburda Myers, presented 
Mission Recognition pins during the hon¬ 
oring of the retiring conference officers. 

Announcements included the 
Conference Spiritual Retreat at The Wesley 


Center on February 18-19, 2011. Our 
spiritual leader will be Ms. Debbie 
Covington. Our Conference School of 
Christian Mission will be July 20-23, 
2011. The West Gulf Regional School will 
be in Abilene, Texas from June 22 - 26, 
2011. 

Shreveport District President Shirley 
Ledbetter extended the invitation to come 
to Broadmoor UMC in Shreveport for our 
2011 Annual Meeting. She had roses 
attached with the date of the meeting dis¬ 
tributed to each one there in reference to 
the Rose Society located in Shreveport. 

The meeting concluded with Holy 
Communion with Revs. Doug de 
Graffenried and Jacqueline King officiat¬ 
ing. 

On Saturday morning, we went into the 
District Elected Leaders Training and were 
dismissed and offered a sack lunch. Those 
who were not attending DELT were treated 
to a tour of downtown Natchitoches. 

One last date to remember-on 
Saturday, Nov. 13, 2010,1 will be conduct¬ 
ing the Program Committee Meeting at 
The Wesley Center beginning at 10 a.m. 

All who are expected to attend will receive 
an invitation and meeting agenda shortly. 

By God’s Grace, 

Judy Willis, Conference Vice President 
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First UMC - Baton 

In honor of Children’s Sabbath and 
Grandparent’s Day, First United Methodist 
Baton Rouge recently sewed and filled 100 
School Kit bags for children in Haiti. The 
older adults in the church prepared the bags 
and the children collected supplies and 
filled each bag. Each Sunday for the month 
leading up to the actual filling of the bags, 
the children were taught about some of the 


Rouge reaches out 

current needs of the Haitian children and 
shared a prayer for them. The bags are 
going to Sager Brown and on to the chil¬ 
dren of Haiti. May they be blessed! 

On Saturday October 30th, First United 
Methodist Church had their second annual 
community workday. Teams of FUMC vol¬ 
unteers put their “faith in action” and did 
projects at 18 non-profits in the Baton 


locally and globally 

Rouge community. They performed a wide 
range of activities including painting 
murals in client rooms at Youth Oasis, 
working in the warehouse of the Greater 
Baton Rouge Food Bank, painting and lay¬ 
ing floor tile at the ARC of Baton Rouge, 
power washing and landscaping at 
McMains Developmental Center, painting 
the interior of a client’s apartment at 


to those in need 

HAART HIV/AIDS agency, working in the 
Connections For Life and Purple Cow thrift 
stores and helping with the Methodist 
Habitat For Humanity home. These and 
other projects were done by over 200 vol¬ 
unteers who came out to serve their com¬ 
munity and lend a helping hand to their 
neighbor. It was a great day of service! 



Justice volunteer, from page 1 

ing process, not just a program with an 
ending point. 

“Deaconess Emma Cantor (“Ate Ems”) 
was our mentor and program coordinator. I 
was impressed by the love, leadership and 
sacrifice of Ate Ems and her daughter, 
Cheekai. They are great models of 
Christian servants,” said Sheehan, a mem¬ 
ber of Haynesville UMC. “We strived to 
link faith with justice and learn from peo¬ 
ple from all around the world. Our goal 
was to seek to follow the mandate of 
Micah 6:8: ‘He has told you, O man, what 
is good; and what does the LORD require 


of you but to do justice, and to love kind¬ 
ness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?”’ 

During her first week in Manila, she 
worked with people living with HIV/AIDS. 
“They told us about the health issues and 
social stigmas they face,” Sheehan said. “I 
learned that just because a problem is 
small, that doesn’t mean it isn’t valid or 
growing, and that getting a law passed is 
just the first step.” 

In the following weeks, she worked 
with the National Council of Churches in 
the Philippines, Kapatiran Kaunlaran 
Foundation, Inc., and the United Methodist 
Board of Women’s Work. The team saw 


gleaming skyscrapers in contrast to the 
humble homes of families who lived under 
a bridge. They met young people who are 
actively seeking a better situation for their 
families, friends, and neighbors, and some 
whose family members have been killed or 
abducted for doing just that. 

“We talked with kind, hard-working 
people whose government offers them no 
effectual help,” Sheehan shared. “We 
learned about threats of demolition and 
land insecurity among the farmers and 
those in poor urban areas from those who 
have experienced it firsthand.” 

The team lived through Typhoon 
Conson as the storm unexpectedly changed 


course directly hitting Manila. Torrential 
rains and wind triggered widespread flood¬ 
ing, death and property damage. Part of the 
team was housed in a home which lost its 
roof during the storm. Disaster relief was 
added to the GJV experience as food, 
school supplies, and building materials 
were distributed. 

“I feel blessed to have met these kind, 
hospitable people, and to have been chal¬ 
lenged by their perseverance, kindness and 
positive attitudes,” Sheehan said. “I wish I 
could have done more, but I feel I had a lot 
to learn about the ministry of presence.” 

For more information about the GJV 
program, visit www.umwmission.org. 


World AIDS Day Community Service 


Christmas Missions Market 

Dec. 1, 2010 


Warren United Methodist Church 


Dec. 12 

Lake Charles, Louisiana 


First United Methodist Church of Bossier City 

Speaker: Rev. Juan Huertas of Squyres UMC in Ragley 

Candlelight vigil begins at 6 p.m. in front of the church 


201 John Wesley Blvd. 

Service begins at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary 

Refreshments to follow 


In the Fellowship Hall from 9 a.m.-l2:15 p.m. 

For more information, call (318) 742-3823 and 

Sponsored by the Lake Charles District of the United Methodist Church 


ask for Ashley 

and the Southwest Louisiana AIDS Council 
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AIDS award, from page 1 

Conference volunteers organized a 
World AIDS Day memorial service in 
December of that year in Baton Rouge, 

La., which ranks third among cities in the 
nation for new cases of HIV. The interfaith 
event was held on the levee of the 
Mississippi River. 

Jeff Stafford, a member of First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge and 
chairperson for the event, opened the serv¬ 
ice by saying, “We are deluged with statis¬ 
tics, but do we see the human faces in the 
growing numbers of those affected by 
AIDS? Do we see the fathers, mothers, 
brothers, sisters, wives, husbands and chil¬ 
dren who struggle with this disease?” 

The memorial service was the second 
HIV/AIDS interfaith event organized by 
the Louisiana Conference that year. In 
August of 2009, a free HIV/AIDS testing 
program was held in churches throughout 
Baton Rouge. Pastors from local congrega¬ 
tions were the first in line to get tested, set¬ 
ting the example for others to step forward. 
“It was important for pastors to show their 
willingness to be tested so that others may 
realize that fear or shame shouldn’t stand 
in the way of saving your life, or the lives 
of others,” said Rev. Derrick Hills, pastor 
of St. MarkUMC. 

Project partner Eugene Collins with the 
Louisiana Department of Public Health 
said, “Sadly, people just don’t want to 
know whether or not they are HIV posi¬ 
tive. They are afraid of the repercussions.” 

“If pastors like Rev. Derrick Hills can 
stand in line to be tested, that goes a long 
way in encouraging others to do the same. 
It is critical to have the involvement of 
local churches,” added Collins. 

The conference repeated the testing pro¬ 
gram in June of this year during the 2010 
Louisiana United Methodist Annual 
Conference held at Centenary College in 
Shreveport, La. “Whole World, Whole 
People” was the theme for the gathering, 
reflecting the conference and denomina¬ 
tional focus on global health. 

On Tuesday afternoon of the confer¬ 
ence, a clinic offering free HIV tests to the 
public was offered on Centenary’s campus. 
A press conference, public service 
announcements and paid ads on local radio 
stations brought a high level of awareness 
to the event. 

United Methodists in Louisiana contin¬ 
ued the fight against AIDS by organizing 
free testing clinics in Lake Charles in 
September and October, and by staging 
World AIDS Day memorial services in 
Lake Charles slated for December of 2010. 

Jo Parker, a member of Westlake UMC 
in Lake Charles, served as organizer for 
the free clinics in Lake Charles. “Although 
we did not have high numbers of persons 
coming through the clinic, our partners in 
the Department of Public Health and the 
local AIDS council said that the church’s 
support in this area is invaluable. By host¬ 
ing these clinics, United Methodists are 
saying, ‘It’s OK. Don’t be embarrassed. 

We accept you,”’ said Parker. 

The events were held at Warren United 
Methodist Church on Sept. 25 and at 
Westlake UMC on Oct. 2. 



Bishop William W. Hutchinson takes an HIV/AIDS test while on the podium during the Tuesday session of the 2010 Louisiana 
Annual Conference in Shreveport, La. Also pictured, left to right, are, Margaret Johnson, chair of the conference Global Health 
Initiative committee; Karen Stagg, committee member; and Brett Malone, director of the Philadelphia Center in Shreveport. The cen¬ 
ter provided testers to conduct the free HIV/AIDS testing clinic hosted by the United Methodist Church on Tuesday afternoon of the 
annual conference, held on the campus of Centenary College June 6-9, 2010. 



The Ultimate Christmas Gift: 
a Lifetime of Income 


Many people know that Charitable Gift 
Annuities provide lifetime income and tax 
deductions. 

Did you also know you could give a 
friend or relative that lifetime 
of income, but keep the tax 
deduction? 

Charitable gift annuities make 
the ultimate Christmas gift: 

• lifetime income for your 
loved one 

• tax deduction for you 

• Ultimately, a gift to your 
church 

*Two-life rates are lower. 


Single Life* 
Charitable 
Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

60 

5.2% 

65 

5.5% 

70 

5.8% 

75 

6.4% 

80 

7.2% 

85 

8.1% 

90+ 

9.5% 




UNI I l .l> METHODIST 
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Contact us to find how you can give 
the ultimate Christmas gift! 


225 . 346.1535 


800 . 256.9317 


www.umf.org 






























Thanks to the 
Centenary Muses for 
underwriting this 
special edition of the 
Louisiana NOW! 
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Centenary Gives Back 
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Centenary College sophomores Kendall Hughes and Katie James join Taylor Tichenor, ’08, to build a Habitat for Humanity 
house in West Dallas as part of the 'Willie Build." For the past two years, Centenary has partnered with the ‘What Would Willie 
Want Foundation” to help work on Habitat homes that were being built in memory of Willie Tichenor, Taylor Tichenor’s brother 
who died of cancer in 2006 at age 19. 

Students serve through mission opportunities 


Each month, Centenary College stu¬ 
dents spend time serving the community 
in some fashion. Last year, 131 students, 
faculty and staff participated in one of the 
following mission opportunities: 
Providence House Carnival, MLK Health 
Center, Red River Revel, St. Luke UMC 
Shreveport Pumpkin Patch, Mount 
Sequoyah, Noel Methodist Giving 
Factory, Bahamas, Big Event and Willie 
Build. 

Taylor Tichenor, Centenary Class of 
2008, participated in many missions 
while at Centenary. He has a heart for 
missions and realizes what a difference it 
can make in a student’s life to have an 
opportunity to serve. After graduating 
from Centenary, Taylor gave the College 
a grant through the QuadW Foundation to 


be used for scholarships for Centenary 
students to participate in mission experi¬ 
ences through the Christian Leadership 
Center and Chaplain’s Office. His gener¬ 
ous donation helped support three stu¬ 
dents on the Memphis Mission (see story 
on page 3). 

For the past two years, Centenary has 
partnered with the QuadW Foundation to 
build Habitat for Humanity homes that 
were being built in memory of Willie 
Tichenor, Taylor Tichenor’s brother who 
died of cancer in 2006 at age 19. More 
than 20 Centenary students, staff and 
alumni have participated in each of the 
annual building projects. Taylor’s par¬ 
ents, Lisa and Mac Tichenor, have hosted 
Centenary volunteers in their home for 
dinner and swimming. 


The WWWW Foundation Inc. or 
“QuadW” was created to honor Willie 
Tichenor’s desire to make positive 
changes in the world around him. 
WWWW stands for ’’What Would Willie 
Want?” Willie had the remarkable ability 
to inspire those around him to be better. 

With his unique zest for life, Willie’s 
personality and actions made an enduring 
contribution to his family, friends, and 
community. His unmatched charm and 
wit are still remembered and emulated by 
those who encountered him. 

More information on the foundation 
can be found at http://www.quadw.org/ or 
http://www.williebuild.com/. 
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ON THE JOURNEY 


The Endowment for 

It is a special privilege to write for this 
issue of Louisiana Now! It is always a 
privilege to write about the Louisiana 
Conference support of higher education, 
and, in particular, the support evidenced 
through many avenues for Centenary 
College. Centenary is indeed an institution 
beloved by the United Methodists of 
Louisiana! 

Our Conference over the years has 
shown a special penchant for higher educa¬ 
tion. In fact, in our total Conference budg¬ 
et for 2011 of $8,167,093 an amount of 
$2,062,474 goes directly to higher educa¬ 
tion support. Put another way, 25.25 per¬ 
cent of our entire budget is for six higher 
education needs: 

$381,999 - Ministerial Education Fund 
(for the support of our 13 seminaries and 
for education loans to seminary students 
from Louisiana.) 

$152,373 - Black College Fund (sup¬ 
ports the Historically Black Colleges and 
Universities of The United Methodist 
Church. Dillard University in New 
Orleans is one of these.) 

$ 34,102 - Africa University (the one 
United Methodist University on the conti¬ 
nent of Africa. Our own Dr. Nancy 
Carruth was highly instrumental in helping 
found this University) 

$708,000 - Wesley Foundations (sup¬ 
ports the ten Campus Ministries at various 
Colleges and Universities in Louisiana) 

$86,000 - Dillard University (a direct 
gift from the Louisiana Annual Conference 
in addition to the Black College Fund pay¬ 
ment) 

$700,000 - Centenary College 

In addition to these apportioned 
amounts each year for higher education, an 
additional amount of $46,052 goes to Lydia 
Patterson Institute, a secondary school in El 
Paso, Texas that is owned and funded by 
our South Central Jurisdiction. 

Then, there is the pledge of $1 million 
to Africa University committed by our 
Conference in 2005. This gift has not been 
funded, nor has a plan for funding been 
developed. The reason for this being held 
in abeyance for this period of time has two 
names - Katrina and Rita! However, 
unless the Annual Conference votes to do 
something differently, Africa University is 
counting on this pledge being fulfilled and 
we must find a way to do that! 

As you can see, Centenary receives the 
second highest amount apportioned for 
higher education. 

In a strategic move at the Annual 
Conference session of 2010, the Annual 
Conference approved a multi-year plan that 
will help secure our future giving to 
Centenary. That plan is to establish an 
endowment to be housed with the 
Louisiana United Methodist Foundation 
that would begin supplementing the gifts 
coming from apportionments to the church¬ 
es, while allowing the Conference to lower 
the apportioned amount for Centenary and 
directing those saved funds to other critical 
needs we must address, such as New 
Church Starts. 


Centenary College 

Over the course of 
the next seven years, 
the Annual 
Conference is com¬ 
mitted to apportion¬ 
ing $700,000 annual¬ 
ly for Centenary. 
However, we would 
begin directing a por¬ 
tion of that to build 
the new Endowment, 
while reducing the 
direct payment to 
Centenary by $50,000 per year until the 
direct amount going to the College would 
be $500,000 annually. It would look some¬ 
thing like this: 



Total 

Centenary 

Endowment 

2011 

$700,000 

$650,000 

$50,000 

2012 

$700,000 

$600,000 

$100,000 

2013 

$700,000 

$550,000 

$150,000 

2014 

$700,000 

$500,000 

$200,000 

2015 

$700,000 

$500,000 

$200,000 

2016 

$700,000 

$500,000 

$200,000 

2017 

$600,000 

$500,000 

$100,000 

2018 

$500,000 

$500,000 

-0- 


When the Endowment reaches $1 mil¬ 
lion, an annual 5 percent draw from the 
corpus would be allocated to Centenary. 
This amount would be in addition to the 
$500,000 being gifted through apportion¬ 
ments. 

Of course, the hope is that the 
Endowment will far exceed $1 million in 
its corpus. The Annual Conference will be 
the initial major donor, but it is my hope 
and expectation that individuals, churches 
and other groups will be encouraged to add 
to the Endowment through direct contribu¬ 
tions, estate planning, deferred giving or 
other means of gifting. Our Louisiana 
United Methodist Foundation is committed 
to helping individuals and institutions give 
to this sustaining Endowment that will 
secure support from the Annual Conference 
in perpetuity. 

As an Annual Conference we want to 
do everything we can to support Centenary 
and keep it the outstanding College it has 
been historically and currently is. And, we 
want to do that in balance with our many 
other ministries that are so necessary to 
support the mission of the church, “to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transforma¬ 
tion of the world.” The creation of this 
Endowment is a major statement of support 
for Centenary and of our intent to keep it as 
a major recipient of the support of the 
Annual Conference. 

As you plan for your year-end giving in 
2010, please consider making a gift to the 
new Centenary College Endowment at the 
Louisiana United Methodist Foundation. 
I’m going to make one myself, both to 
show my support and to kick it off! Please 
join me! 

In Christ’s love, 

font 

Bill Hutchinson 



W. Hutchinson 



Dr. David Hobson, choir director, is pictured with first-year singer Amanda Price 
(daughter of the Rev. Wybra Price, pastor of First United Methodist Church in Slidell), 
and Jason Harris (Class of 2011, son of the Rev. Trey Harris with New Song UMC in 
Prairieville). The trio are pictured in front of the sanctuary at Broadmoor UMC in Baton 
Rouge before the choir’s season opening performance. 

Centenary Choir attracts students 
from churches across Louisiana 


The Centenary College Choir continues 
to perform a variety of choral music from 
the great classical works to sacred arrange¬ 
ments to the best in popular music. 

In addition to singing more than 35 
church and community concerts annually 
throughout the U.S., the Choir performs a 
major work with orchestra each spring and 
tours internationally every other year. In 
May 2011 the choir will travel to Argentina 
and Brazil. The Choir continues to attract 
student singers from the churches they 
visit, including clergy dependents, and rep¬ 
resents a vital Centenary religious exten¬ 
sion in music ministry. Additional pastors’ 
children in the choir include: Emily Willet, 
a junior psychology major from Rockwall, 
Texas, and Kirk Reedstrom, a senior com¬ 
munications major from Houston. 


Coming to a Church Near You: 
Centenary Choir January Tour Schedule 

Tour Theme: “Water, World, Witness” 
January 4, St. Philip Neri Church, 7 p.m 
Kinder, La. 

January 5, First UMC, 7 p.m. 

Lake Charles, La. 

January 6, Asbury UMC, 7 p.m. 

Lafayette, La. 

January 7, First UMC, 7 p.m 
Slidell, La. 

January 8, First UMC, 7 p.m. 

Gonzales, La. 

January 9, First UMC (morning service) 
Baton Rouge, La. 

January 9, First UMC, 7 p.m. concert 
Natchitoches, La. 

For more information , visit www. cen¬ 
tenary choir.org 
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Christian Leadership Center is important part 


The Rev. Valerie 
Robideaux, Centenary 
Class of 2003 has been 
named the Director of 
the Christian 
Leadership Center at 
Centenary College. 

Reverend Robideaux 
received her Master of 
Divinity from Candler 
School of Theology at 
Emory University in 
2008, and expects ordi¬ 
nation as a deacon at Annual Conference in 
June. She follows Rev. Betsy Eaves, 
Centenary Class of 1978, who in April was 
promoted to Vice President for Student 
Development. Reverend Eaves supervises 
student services, religious life and student 
life. She continues to serve as the Chaplain 
of the College. 

The Christian Leadership Center (CLC) 
is a co-curricular program for full-time 
Centenary students who desire to integrate 


their vocational deci¬ 
sion with their faith. 

The CLC helps stu¬ 
dents explore their pas¬ 
sions and gifts in rela¬ 
tion to their academic 
work and career goals. 

Through fellowship 
and study in communi¬ 
ty, theological reflec¬ 
tion, mission opportuni¬ 
ties, worship and small 
group accountability, 
students encounter ways they can offer 
their life to God that merges passion with 
calling. 

Katie James, a member of Broadmoor 
UMC-Shreveport and sophomore art histo¬ 
ry and English major, describes the impact 
CLC has had on her Christian formation 
and vocational discernment. 

“It’s a beautiful thing when every aspect 
of my life seems to connect at a single 
point of meaning - and even more beauti- 


of Student Development 

fill when I realize that 
the point of connection 
is the cross,” she said. 

“I have recently found 
myself immersed in a 
growing conversation 
that explores the notion 
of using the teachings 
of the gospel to address 
issues of social, envi¬ 
ronmental, and political Katie James 
justice. By applying 
this year’s CLC theme of “Servant 
Leadership” to these issues, my classmates 
and I are learning how to foster engaging 
dialogue among our peers and with the 
larger community concerning issues that 
can no longer be ignored. We can be ves¬ 
sels of social change. We are called to be 
new kinds of leaders.” 

Through her internship with Community 
Renewal International at their 
Queensborough friendship house, Katie is 
beginning to integrate her passions and 


on Centenary’s campus 

gifts with her sense of God’s call upon her 
life. 

“I’m learning to use my spiritual gifts in 
my own journey,” she added. 

The Christian Leadership Center also 
aims to provide quality programming of 
interest to a broader audience. Most 
recently, the CLC hosted author Brian 
McLaren for a seminar on " Servant 
Leaders as Agents of Social Change,” 
where more than 90 participants dialogued 
together about how to participate better in 
the gospel with their local faith communi¬ 
ties. McLaren has most recently published 
the acclaimed A New Kind of Christianity , 
which provoked much conversation about 
the nature of the gospel and the work of the 
church. 

For more information about the 
Christian Leadership Center, contact Rev. 
Valerie Robideaux at (318) 869-5156 or 
email vrobideaux@centenary.edu. 



Rev. Valerie 
Robideaux 



Rev. Betsy 
Eaves 




Students and staff from Centenary College of Louisiana served others during their Fall Break from classes. The Chaplain and Religious Life Office sponsored a mission trip to 
Memphis, Tenn., October 13-17. The mission trip has become an annual tradition. This year the group worked with the Caritas House. 


Students spend fall break serving others on Memphis mission trip 


On Oct. 13, students and staff members 
from Centenary College loaded two vans 
and journeyed to Memphis, Tenn. They 
arrived at 1 a.m. and, though tired, began 
work at 7 a.m. at Caritas Village. Most on 
the team did not realize what a treat it was 
going to be working with the Caritas 
Village. The word caritas means, “love for 
all people including me,” and this simple 
phrase is just what volunteers experienced 
while on the mission trip. 

The Caritas Village is an organization in 
Memphis that is a daily representation of 
God’s presence in this world. It is an inten¬ 
tional Christian community founded in 
2000 as a house of hospitality ministry in 
the Binghampton neighborhood. Caritas 
Community hosts a weekly community 


meal and Bible study as well as meetings, 
spiritual formation groups, and Memphis 
School of Servant Leadership classes. 

Some team members found their pas¬ 
sion in serving food, others by participating 
in community gardening, and others by 
simply being present with people in the 
community. Each person played a needed 
role no matter how big or small it may 
have seemed. 

The community bonding among stu¬ 
dents and staff was amazing as volunteers 
came together as a family and discovered 
new things about themselves as well as 
their co-workers. Caritas, “love for all peo¬ 
ple including me,” describes everything the 
Centenary volunteers experienced in 
Memphis. 


Taylor Tichenor, Centenary Class of 
2008, was so impressed with the work 
Centenary students did on the Willie Build 
last spring that he made a donation to the 
Memphis mission trip, providing travel 
scholarships for students. 

Laura Vaughan, Religious Life 
Coordinator for Centenary College, said, 
“The Centenary experience would not be 
complete without students’ active involve¬ 
ment in Religious Life. Whether participat¬ 
ing in one of our mission trips or attending 
worship services, seeking fellowship 
opportunities in various groups or hanging 
out at the Religious Life Center (2910 
Centenary Blvd) on the weekends, 
Centenary’s religious community strives to 
create a gracious and welcoming environ¬ 


ment for students where their spirituality is 
nurtured in the presence of supportive 
peers.” 

Religious Life opportunities include 
United Methodist Student Movement, 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes, Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry, Canterbury House 
(Episcopal Church on campus), Centenary 
Women United (UMW Group), Catholic 
Student Organization, Stepping Stones (a 
student-led ecumenical service), and 
monthly and semester break missions. 

For more information on mission trips 
and other religious life opportunities at 
Centenary, contact Religious Life: (318) 
869-5280. 
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Q&A with the President 


The following is a reprint of an interview 
with Centenary College President David 
Rowe. The full story can be found at: 
http://www. centenary, edu/magazine 

Can you give us an idea of who David 
Rowe is? Where you grew up, 
education, career, hobbies, etc. 

I grew up in Richardson, Texas and 
went to school at a small, United Methodist 
liberal arts college similar to Centenary 
(Southwestern University in Georgetown, 
Texas) and worked for a year as a youth 
director in Houston, Texas before I went on 
to seminary at Emory University in Atlanta, 
Ga. 

I met my wife, Jodi, in Atlanta, and we 
have two boys: Carter, who is 9 years old; 
and Philip, who just turned 7 years old. It 
has been a real joy to watch them grow up. 
One of my big hobbies is sailing. As my 
friend Stuart Gulley said in my introduc¬ 
tion at the inauguration, I’m a frustrated 
sailor. I don’t have enough time to really 
get good at it, but I really enjoy it. 

While growing up near Dallas, had you 
heard of Centenary College? 

I actually heard of Centenary for the 
first time when I worked at Memorial 
Drive United Methodist church in Houston. 
A number of Centenary alumni and stu¬ 
dents were connected with the church, and 
I had a friend in seminary who was a 
Centenary graduate. I had been watching 
Centenary during the course of my career 
in higher education because I believed it 
was a real rising star in the United 
Methodist higher education system, and it 
embodied the very best traditions of the lib¬ 
eral arts colleges. In fact, Jodi reminded me 
that about five or six years ago I mentioned 
to her that Centenary would be the type of 
school whose team I would like to join one 
day. 

You have quite a diverse background 
educationally—an undergraduate degree 
in chemistry, a Master of Divinity degree 
from Emory University, a Certificate in 
Ecumenical Studies from the World 
Council of Churches and the University of 
Geneva, and a Ph.D. from Georgia State 
University. Was there a specific instance 
that led you on this career path? 

I can look at different elements of my 
life that led me to where I am today. I was 
a chemistry major and thinking of going 
into medicine and always had the desire to 
do something that helped people. I say jok¬ 
ingly that there is nothing that will help 
you hear a calling to ministry more clearly 
than physical chemistry. By the time I got 
to the more advanced levels of my chem¬ 
istry degree I was also working in the 
church as a youth director, and I had this 
contrast to look at: whether I was going to 
be a scientist or be in more of a relational 
field. [At that time] I felt the beginnings of 
what I now believe to be a call to ministry. 
Because I was attending a school much like 
Centenary, my chemistry advisor was 
someone who took a deep personal interest 
in me and who I was, and I was able to 


share with him the struggle I was feeling. 
He was able to validate that struggle and 
help me explore the dimensions of it. I 
have to say that the roots of my interest in 
higher education leadership were planted in 
my undergraduate experience because I 
was very involved in student government 
and some of the administrative functions of 
the school in groups similar to our Maroon 
Jackets and Student Ambassadors. 

I was also able to see up-close what Roy 
Shilling was doing at Southwestern to chart 
a course for that institution, so I had a very 
clear understanding of what a college presi¬ 
dent does and how a college president can 
lead an institution like Centenary. While I 
was at Emory, the Southwestern experience 
came back to me again because the person 
who was then the vice president for devel¬ 
opment at Southwestern, Jake Schrum, had 
moved on to become the Vice President of 
Advancement at Emory. I reintroduced 
myself to him and he offered me an intern¬ 
ship in the advancement division. By the 
time I was getting ready to graduate from 
seminary, I was again at a crossroads trying 
to figure out if I wanted to be a pastor of a 
local church or do something else. At that 
point Stuart Gulley was my boss, and he 
was a United Methodist minister. Jake 
Schrumwas a United Methodist minister. 
The president of Emory at the time was 
Jim Laney, and he was a United Methodist 
minister. I had this great set of role models 
right before me who were living out a 
vocation in church-related higher educa¬ 
tion. So, that was what caused me to 
explore this path, and it was a natural fit. 

What first attracted you to the position of 
President at Centenary College? 

Over the course of the last several years 
my closest mentors encouraged me to con¬ 
sider the college presidency. There are pro¬ 
grams nationally, both through the United 
Methodist Church and through the Council 
for Independent Colleges that help people 
discern whether or not the presidency is a 
vocational fit. I was privileged to go 
through some of those programs with Jodi 
to ask that question. I was also privileged 
to have a good friend and mentor in Stuart 
Gulley, and I was able to see what the pres¬ 
idency was for him. At some point, I was 
trying to identify the types of schools that I 
felt would be a good fit for me, and early 
on in the process Centenary seemed like 
the kind of institution at which I would do 
well; one that would embrace my back¬ 
ground and benefit from the gifts that I 
believe I have to offer. That was something 
that kind of got tucked away because 
Centenary didn’t have a position 
open.When Centenary announced the 
search, Stuart and others nominated me for 
the position because they also believed this 
would be a good fit for me. 

What was your first impression of the 
College when you visited the campus? 

Aesthetically, the campus was lush— 
very green. The gardens really stood out; it 
was a gem tucked inside a little urban park. 
The people I met were very warm and wel¬ 
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David and Jodi Rowe with sons Philip, left, and Carter, right 


coming and real—very down-to-earth. 
Everyone was able to shoot straight with 
me from the very beginning. I think the 
general feeling I came away with was that 
the people were authentic individuals and 
were deeply in love with the institution. 
They wanted only the best for her, and 
cared for one another deeply. 

The College has been through a tough 
year. It appears that we are coming out of 
it now and making a lot of positive strides. 
Where do you see the College going and 
what does the future look like? 

We have had to make some tough deci¬ 
sions that have had very difficult conse¬ 
quences for the community and people 
within the community. I hope what has 
happened now is that we have set the stage 
for a broader conversation about how we 
can develop a shared vision for where we 
can go. We’ve created a new foundation for 
a new vision for the institution. The 
College leadership and I have put together 
some opportunities for the broader commu¬ 
nity to engage in a conversation about what 
makes Centenary special, what it is about 
Centenary that we want more of and how 
we want to accentuate and exaggerate those 
strengths into the future while at the same 
time keeping an eye open to what the 
world needs most from an institution like 
Centenary. 

I think if I were to describe it in general 
terms, I would say that I want us to become 
very comfortable and confident that who 
we are and what we offer is exactly what 


the world needs right now. The creativity 
and curiosity that the arts and sciences cur¬ 
riculum can help shape in a student are the 
types of capacities that will prepare them 
well to be leaders who can ask the new, 
cutting-edge questions and come up with 
solutions that will meet needs that we can’t 
even anticipate now. 

I think a deeper emphasis on our arts 
and sciences undergraduate preparation that 
we’ve been so good at since 1825 just 
needs to be rearticulated with some vigor 
and self-confidence that this is exactly what 
the world needs. I also see us exploring 
ways to internationalize the experience that 
students have here. While there is a lot that 
we can bring to their doorstep here on cam¬ 
pus, we need to help our students get to the 
doorsteps of other cultures, other lan¬ 
guages, other sets of social circumstances 
and needs in the world so they can under¬ 
stand the rich diversity of challenges and 
opportunities the world has to offer. I can 
see us moving a little more deliberately 
into the role of helping to internationalize 
the educational experience going forward. 

I also want to celebrate the strong histo¬ 
ry that Centenary has in professional prepa¬ 
ration in some of our graduate programs— 
the eMBA and MAT—and use those for 
models on how we can complement an 
undergraduate arts and sciences education 
that will not only teach them to be strong 
leaders generally, but give them the tools 
and languages they need to succeed in a 
particular profession. 
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Dr. Rowe became the 30th president of Centenary College on August 1, 2009 


So you believe that a liberal arts college is 
still viable in today’s world? 

I think now more than ever. But I think 
it is incumbent on us to explain to the 
world why it’s important now more than 
ever. The trends and economic pressure on 
institutions of higher education have been 
to specialize students at a very young age 
into a particular career path, but we see 
people changing careers frequently by 
choice or because of the economy. In my 
opinion, the versatility and the capacities 
that are awakened through the arts and sci¬ 
ences curriculum, particularly in a small 
residential campus where you have these 
mentoring relationships with faculty and 
staff and where you build life-long friend¬ 
ships with other students, are the things 
that are more valuable than a particular 
skill set that will serve you well in a partic¬ 
ular profession. We need globally-engaged 
leaders who can work from their vantage 
points to understand, interpret and solve 
increasingly complex problems. 

You have used the phrase...‘defining 
church-related liberal arts education for 
the 21st Century.”Can you explain that 
vision and what it means? 

I think the word that people tend to 
gloss over quickly, and that I would place 
most emphasis on, is the word define. I’ve 
been calling upon the Centenary communi¬ 
ty to define church-related liberal arts edu¬ 
cation for the 21st Century, and I sincerely 
mean that Centenary is in a position to cre¬ 


ate a new model that is not out there right 
now. There are lots of schools affiliated 
with church traditions which embrace the 
liberal arts, but I think the models they are 
living in are, at best, 20th Century models. 

I think we have an opportunity to be the 
authors of what it means to be a church- 
related liberal arts college in the 21st 
Century. So it is a sincere call to our com¬ 
munity to define together what this institu¬ 
tion can be and do in the new global envi¬ 
ronment. I believe Centenary is uniquely 
poised to break the norms of the past and 
create a new model. The other parts in my 
view are just intrinsic characteristics of the 
institution— we are church-related and we 
are a liberal arts college. 

Can the two co-exist? 

Absolutely! I think those two must co¬ 
exist because I think the arts and sciences 
really can develop the cognitive capacities 
that we want to see our students develop 
over time. The church relatedness gives us 
the opportunity to develop the moral capac¬ 
ities in our students as well. So when I say 
church-related liberal arts college, what I 
would ask people to do is to consider the 
value of the traditional arts and sciences 
disciplines, what they offer the world and 
what they offer our students and our gradu¬ 
ates right now, and consider the fact that as 
a church-related institution we have the 
opportunity, and maybe even the obliga¬ 
tion, to bring questions of the normative 
into the conversation. We don’t simply 
teach students how to do things but help 


Rowe shown volunteering at the BIG Event 3 

them ask whether we should do those 
things, what the consequences are of doing 
those things, and what the ethical implica¬ 
tions are of doing those things. So it would 
be misinterpreting or misreading my inten¬ 
tions for people to think that I have a spe¬ 
cific set of values and morals that I believe 
all students or members of the community 
should embrace. A more accurate interpre¬ 
tation of what I am asking people to con¬ 
sider is that values and morals, purposeful 
living, and meaningful lives are important 
characteristics that we have the opportunity 
to develop in our students. We want our 
students to leave here with a sense of their 
own moral compasses and how their values 
are developing, in addition to developing 
the cognitive capacities and content knowl¬ 
edge they will need to succeed in the 
world. 

Centenary prides itself on having a low 
student-to-faculty ratio with small class 
sizes. What do you think the ideal student 
population is and how long do you foresee 
it taking to get there? 

I don’t think there is an ideal student 
population. You reach different points of 
critical mass when you can do more things 
such as field more teams, have more clubs 
or build a new residence hall. There are 
thresholds you can reach that allow you to 
do that. I think the most important thing is 
that whatever we do we need to build in 
the infrastructure that keeps the scale such 
that the students do have significant, fre¬ 
quent and meaningful interactions with fac¬ 


ulty, staff, and other students in small 
groups. I challenged the community to 
think about Centenary’s student body being 
at between 800 and 900 students this fall. 
We have the infrastructure for that size, but 
I could easily see us moving toward 1,000 
students which would be a good time to 
begin to think about one of those critical 
mass tipping points where you start adding 
more programs and opportunities for stu¬ 
dents. The next one would be somewhere 
around 1,200. You would then see, instead 
of incremental change, bigger steps of tran¬ 
sition. 

What are some of the ways alumni can 
stay actively engaged with Centenary and 
participate in the life of the College? 

When students come into a relationship 
with Centenary it is the beginning of what 
can be a life-long relationship with the 
institution. I think this could manifest itself 
in our educational mission. We hope that 
we instill in our students a passion for life¬ 
long learning—we should be the wind in 
the sails of not only our students, but also 
our alumni. They’re facing the same com¬ 
plex and ever-changing world we anticipate 
our students will face when they graduate; 
why can’t we be a constant educational 
resource for the cognitive and moral devel¬ 
opment of our alumni? We should use tech¬ 
nology to allow people to draw on the 
resources we have. 
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Admission: opening doors for the next 


generation of leaders 



Dave Voskuil 


An Interview with Dave Voskuil, Vice 
President for Enrollment Services 

Centenary College of Louisiana com¬ 
pleted a challenging and an exciting aca¬ 
demic year in June. With the restructuring 
of academic programs and moving to 
Division III intercollegiate athletics, the 
College is positioned to provide the quality 
education that the people of Louisiana’s 
Methodist churches have come to expect. 
Unprecedented success in new student 
recruitment over the summer provides con¬ 
fidence this will be a successful year in 
new student enrollment. As Centenary con¬ 
tinues to provide students with a church- 
related liberal arts education, it hopes to 
have the support of “college-related” 
churches. 

What are some of the goals for the 
Office of Admission this year? 

The admission and new student recruit¬ 
ment program this year at Centenary will 
be more targeted in student markets and 
activities, with a high interest in the Texas 
and Louisiana markets geographically. 
Among the priorities of the freshman 
admission effort is attention to the United 


Methodist church, and student members 
looking for a quality private education 
beyond high school. 


Who on campus is leading this effort? 

Within the admission staff, we have 
named Katie Moore to head up our recruit- 



Katie Moore 


ing plan. Also, working in coordination 
with Rev. Warren Clifton, Director of 
Church Relations, the Offcie of Admission 
hopes to work directly with both students 
and those who impact them most in sharing 
the Centenary experience, an experience 
we feel is of great value and affordable. 

Is there any special financial 
support available for Methodist stu¬ 
dents? 

We have implemented a Methodist stu¬ 
dent grant within our institutional financial 
aid program, providing financial support 
for students from the United Methodist 
membership in an amount up to $2,500 
annually, and in addition to any scholarship 
that the student may be awarded based on 
academic performance. The United 
Methodist grant program means two spe¬ 
cific awards to students from the United 


Methodist church are now available at 
Centenary, with the minister’s dependent 
award the other, an award totaling $5,000 
annually. 

Is there anything that we can do in 
the church to assist Centenary 
College? 

Much of our success starts with you! 
Each and every student who enrolls here is 
vitally important to the future of Centenary. 
That is why a new prospective student is 
the best gift that anyone can give to 
Centenary College of Louisiana. We are 
asking church members to refer a high 
school senior to the Office of Admission. 
For any student that is referred by a church 
in the Louisiana Conference of United 
Methodists or Centenary College of 
Louisiana alum, the $30 application fee 
will be waived. Together we truly can 
make a difference in the lives of future 
Ladies and Gents. 

To receive more information about 
Centenary College, or to apply, email: 
admissions@centenary.edu or phone (800) 
234-4448. 



Lynette Potter Viskozki 


Financial Aid Receives 
Recognition at State 
Conference 

Lynette Potter Viskozki, Assistant 
Director of Financial Aid, was named 
Woman of the Year at the annual confer¬ 
ence of the Louisiana Association of 
Student Financial Aid Administrators 
(LASFAA) this fall. Lynette has been 
active in the association for 25 years and is 
currently serving as Treasurer. Lynette has 
worked for Centenary College since he 
graduated from in 1984. 

As a member of the Centenary College 
Choir during her years as a student, Lynette 
sang in many of the churches in the confer¬ 
ence. Lynette is married to Ron Viskozki, 
also a 1984 graduate. They have two chil¬ 
dren; Emma who is senior at Caddo 
Magnet, and Hayden, who is in the 8th 
grade at Caddo Middle Magnet. In addi¬ 
tion, Lynette’s parents, Bobby and Joan 
Potter, and her in-laws, Ron and Emily 
Viskozki, attended Centenary. Rev. Potter 
was District Superintendent in Shreveport 
District just prior to his retirement. 

Lynette has helped thousands of 
Louisiana families find a way to pay for 
their student’s education. Dave 
Voskuil,Vice-President Enrollment 
Services, congratulated Lynette, saying, 
“While the financial aid ‘business’ often is 
not the most glamorous, it is a cornerstone 
of the college. Congratulations and thanks 
to Lynette for her work here at Centenary 
for more than 25 years and this prestigious 
award. She has made a Centenary educa¬ 
tion possible for so many students and has 
touched the lives of so many families in 
our Louisiana Annual Conference.” 
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® FUTURE 

Join us for our 
2011 Homecoming! 

Centenary College of Louisiana will be 
holding special events, reunions, parade 
and sporting events during Homecoming 
Weekend, Thursday, Feb. 3 through Sun¬ 
day, Feb. 6. In addition to the traditional 
Homecoming activities, the four-day event 
will be packed with opportunities for the 
community, alumni and friends to learn 
about the College and help us celebrate our 
strong ties to the Shreveport and Bossier City communities. 

Homecoming Weekend begins with the traditional Morning Call in Bynum Commons. Other 
events include the Annual Founders’ Day Convocation, Centenary Parties, Homecoming 
Parade, Ladies and Gents basketball, and the traditional Bonfire and reunions. 



Current (L) and former (R) Centenary College Presidents 
Dr. David Rowe and Dr. Donald A. Webb. 


Of special note, are the following events: 

Wednesday, February 2, 2011 

The Christian Leadership Center (CLC) will host Adam 
Hamilton, pastor of The United Methodist Church of the Resurrec¬ 
tion in Leawood, Kansas, and author of many books including, most 
recently, When Christians Get It Wrong. Hamilton will keynote the 
Center’s annual fundraising dinner at First United Methodist Church of Shreveport. For 
more information or to purchase your tickets visit centenary.edu/clc/fundraiser . 

Sunday, February 6, 2011 

Centenary Sunday will be at Asbury United Methodist Church this year. All are invit¬ 
ed to attend a breakfast reception hosted by Rev. W. Scott Adams and the members of the 
church before morning service. Reverend Dr. David Rowe will speak, and the Centenary 
Choir will perform at the worship service. 




Celebrating our past , moving into our future! 


Schedule of Events 


1 WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 I 

6 PM 

CLC Annual Fundraising Dinner 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2011 

10 AM 

Founders’ Day Morning Call, Edwin Whited Room 

11AM 

Founders’ Day Convocation, Brown Chapel 

7 PM 

Basketball, Gold Dome 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4 

9 AM-3 PM 

Admission Tours 

Noon-1 PM 

Scholars’ Legacy Luncheon, Fitness Center Gym 

6-8 PM 

Alumni Awards Dinner Reception, Fitness Center 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5 

9 AM-Noon 

Admission Tours 

9-10:30 AM 

Quinq Club Breakfast, Edwin White Room 

10:30-Noon 

Alumni Association Annual Meeting 

Alumni Hall of Fame Room 

Noon-1:30 PM Homecoming Parade and Street Festival 

2 PM 

Basketball Games, Gold Dome 

7-11 PM 

Class Reunions and Parties 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6 

Centenary Sunday 

Asbury United Methodist Church 

3200 Airline Drive, Bossier City, LA 71111 


REGISTER online at connect.centenary.edu (click Homecoming) 
or contact the Office of Alumni Relations at 318.869.5715 


Honoring Centenary Alumni 


ALUMNI HONOREES Reverend William E. Nolan, Class of 1954, will 
be inducted into the Centenary College Hall of Fame February 4 during the Centenary 
College Annual Alumni Awards Dinner. The award is the highest honor 
given by the Alumni Association and recognizes Centenary graduates 
who have distinguished themselves in both their 
profession and in service to others as well as the 
college. 

In addition, the Alumni Association will be present¬ 
ing its Alumni Loyalty Award to Mr. Dudley Harbin Boddie, Class of 
1946; and the Young Alumni Leadership Award to Mrs. Beth Bonner 
Deville, Class of 1999. 



BODDIE 



NOLAN 


QUINQ CLUB BREAKFAST It is with great pleasure that the College 

prepares to honor the members of the Class of 1961 on the occasion of their 50th Reunion. 
Alumni will begin their reunion day on Saturday, Feb. 5, by being guests for this presti¬ 
gious and exciting ceremony where Centenary President David Rowe, will present class 
members with a commemorative pin and membership certificate. 

Alumnus James Goins ’61 invites all of the Centenary community to attend as, “I look 
forward to seeing of all of my classmates there and hearing what different paths we all 
took after our time here at Centenary. I would also like to cordially invites all graduates 
from 1961 and prior. 


COLLEGE ALUMNI TOP 
ANNUAL “40 UNDER 40” 

The Greater Shreveport Chamber of 
Commerce recently released their annual 
“40 Under 40” list, and among the names 
were three alumni from Centenary College 
who now join the elite group of young pro¬ 
fessionals honored for 2010. Making the 
list this year with ties to the College include 
Saige Wilhite ’05, Director of Alumni Relations for Centenary College. Other Centenary 
alumni making this year’s class are Jay Binderim ’05, Commercial Loan Officer with 
Ouachita Independent Bank; and Amanda Speckman ’02, Marketing Director at Heard, 
McElroy & Vestal. 



(L-R) Amanda Speckman, Saige Wilhite and Jay Binderim 


“I am honored to be named one of the 2010 top ‘40 Under 40’ young professionals in 
Shreveport-Bossier alongside so many other great young professionals in this area,” said 
Wilhite. “Being born and raised in Shreveport, it is a privilege for me to work and give 
back to this community that raised me.” 

The “40 Under 40” Award recognizes successful young professionals from northwest 
Louisiana for their outstanding professional achievements, experience, innovation, lead¬ 
ership and community involvement. The selection committee looked for those under age 
40 years of age who represented “Northwest Louisiana’s outstanding entrepreneurs ex¬ 
ecutives, managers and professionals in public, private or nonprofit sectors.” 
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For a third straight year, students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and friends of 
Centenary took to the streets in the 
Highland community and helped their 
neighbors spruce up their homes dur¬ 
ing the BIG Event. This year, more 
than 30 residents of the Highlands 
area watched as their homes or 
yards were transformed by the 
Centenary volunteers. Centenary is 
committed to building lasting connec¬ 
tions with its neighbors and to restor¬ 
ing this vital neighborhood. 


Encircling the world with 
wise, caring, moral leaders 

Each year about 150 Centenary students 
travel the globe through two- to four-week 
modules. These classes challenge students 
to break past their ethnocentrism and learn 
the richness of other 
cultures. From 
exploring the humble 
ways of Tibetan 
monks in 

Dharamsala, India to 
experiencing the 
connection between 
moderen Greece and 
the ancient past, 
these modules pres¬ 
ent students with the 
opportunity to 
become part of a global society. For stu¬ 
dents wanting a longer cultural experience, 
nine exchange partnerships allow students 
to spend a semester studying abroad. 

These students are able to apply their 
coursework to global scenarios in their 
career and beyond. 

The new Assistant Director of 
Intercultural Engagement this year is Sara 
Parrott. A recent graduate of Southwest 
Baptist University, Parrott has a Bachelor 
of Arts in Intercultural Studies, focusing on 
managing cross-cultural conflict, cultural 
anthropology and language learning tac¬ 
tics. Parrott cemented her college experi¬ 
ence through a six month semester abroad 
in Prague, Czech Republic. “I hope to 
encourage others to step out of their com¬ 
fort zone and explore the world through 
study abroad,” added Parrott. 

For more information on intercultural 
engagement opportunities, call (318) 869- 
5059 or email Sara at 
sparrott@centenary. edu 



Sara Parrott 


Office of Community ‘doing some good in the neighborhood’ 


Students from 
Centenary and 
across the coun¬ 
try are helping to 
renew the 
American spirit 
through service 
to others, accord¬ 
ing to Chris 
Favan 4 06, 
Director of 
Community and 



Chris Lavan 


Intercultural Engagement. 

“Here at Centenary, service to the local 
community is both a central part of the 
College’s mission and its academic cur¬ 
riculum,” said Favan. “In my short time 
here leading the Office of Community, it’s 
been incredible to help develop a service- 
learning program that’s focused on mak¬ 
ing a positive difference not only locally, 
but also nationally and internationally as 
well. Our students truly have the opportu¬ 
nity to not only serve, but to create and 
lead projects that both change their lives 
and the lives of others in remarkable 
ways.” 

The Service-Teaming Program at 


Centenary College has existed for more 
than 15 years and serves as one of many 
ways in which Centenary students are 
given the opportunity to make their own 
positive difference within the local com¬ 
munity. The mission of the Office of 
Community at the College is to integrate 
service to the greater community with 
classroom instmction, connection to aca¬ 
demic content, and personal reflection. 
The Office of Community also offers and 
supports a number of programs for stu¬ 
dents, faculty, staff, alumni and other 
members of the Centenary Community to 
get involved with service efforts through¬ 
out our local community. 

Favan speaks proudly about the 
recognition that Centenary College of 
Fouisiana is receiving for its community 
service. “The Corporation for National 
and Community Service recently honored 
Centenary College with a place on the 
President’s Higher Education Community 
Service Honor Roll for exemplary service 
efforts and service to America’s commu¬ 
nities,” he said. “This is the fourth year 
in a row that Centenary has won the 
award.” 



LaToya Hemphill 


FaToya 

Hemphill joined 
Centenary this 
fall as Assistant 
Director of 
Community. A 
graduate of 
Fouisiana Tech 
University with a 
Bachelor of Arts 
degree in merchan¬ 
dising and consumer 
affairs, Hemphill 

brings a wealth of experience to her new 
position from the fields of public rela¬ 
tions, human resources and most recently 
through her position as student services 
coordinator for a local proprietary college 
where she worked for more than two 
years. In expressing her excitement for 
becoming part of the Centenary family, 
Hemphill said, “I am thrilled to be a part 
of Centenary College and look forward to 
expanding its success of incorporating 
community involvement and service- 
learning.” For more information on serv¬ 
ice learning opportunities, call (318) 869- 
5702. 


Why Gift Annuities Are Still 
An Important Piece of the Puzzle 


Most of us have concerns about living 
longer in retirement. It is increasingly 
difficult to find reliable ways to secure 
a dependable income. 

A charitable gift annuity remains an 
attractive option to lock in future 
income and make a thoughtful gift to 
Centenary at the same time. 

You receive an immediate income 
tax deduction, and a portion of 
the income you receive may be 
considered tax-free. 
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Single Life* 
Charitable 

Gift Annuity 
Rates 

Age 

Rate 

65 

5.5% 

75 

6.4 

80 

7.2 

85 

8.1 

90+ 

9.5 


*Two-life rates are lower. 
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Cuba Connection 



A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team is shown constructing the walls for the Methodist church parsonage in Boca de 
Camarioca, Cuba. This picturesque shot, taken from the roof of the parsonage, shows a beautiful view of the ocean. This con¬ 
ference-wide team worked in Cuba from Oct. 16-26. LAVIM teams have been serving in Cuba since 2006. 

Sometimes being in mission is like “going home” 


BY MARK MARTIN 

I don’t know about you, but there is 
something about going back to a place 
you have served in mission before that is 
like going back home. From Oct. 16-26, 
a conference-wide LAVIM team served 
in Cuba in a small fishing village called 
Boca de Camarioca. The town is located 
near Varadaro on the north shore of 
Cuba, about two hours east of Havana. 
What made it great for at least three of 
our 12 team members was that we have 
worked at the church in Boca on a previ¬ 
ous mission. 

We were blessed to have a full team 
of 12: Maritza Bannon (First UMC, 
Slidell), Doyle Coffelt (Aurora UMC), 
Kirk Cooper (First UMC, Alexandria) 
Karen Henderson (First UMC, Pineville), 
Joe Himes (Missouri), Bill LaBriola 


(Pittsburgh), Russ London (Jefferson 
UMC, BR), Mark Martin (FUMC, 
Pineville), Betty Rowell (Broussard), 
Lea Theriot (Baton Rouge); Randy 
Tomeny (The Well UMC, Hammond), 
Chris Owens (Broadmoor UMC, 
Shreveport). 

The first LAVIM team to Cuba served 
in Boca in 2006. A hurricane had 
destroyed the building, and after three 
years, the government finally gave per¬ 
mission for the church to rebuild from 
the ground up. Our team helped lay the 
foundation for the new building. We also 
laid the foundation for new friendships 
with Pastor Jose Rignac, his wife 
Idalmis, and with church members as we 
worked side by side on the project. Six 
months later, a team returned to put on a 
summer Vacation Bible School. The 


church was starting to take shape. 

Then in 2008, another LAVIM team 
returned to help put part of the roof on 
the new sanctuary. In 2010, Bishop 
Periera of the Cuba Iglesia Metodista 
asked us to return to Boca to help com¬ 
plete the work on the church’s parsonage. 
Even with the scenic beauty of the ocean 
just across the street, the work was still 
hot and hard. We worked alongside our 
Cuban brothers and sisters to complete 
the walls of the parsonage, which would 
also be used as Sunday School classes 
and guest rooms. We carried several hun¬ 
dred cement blocks to the roof, but the 
work became lighter as we shared it, 
passing the blocks from hand to hand to 
be stacked on the concrete roof. (This 

See Cuba, page 5 
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ON THE JOURNEY 

Gifts 


Gift giving is on my mind. My 
thoughts are dominated by the immeasur¬ 
able Gift God has given us in Jesus 
Christ, the babe of Bethlehem. As you 
read this column you probably are get¬ 
ting ready to go to church to celebrate 
this beautiful event, or you have just had 
your family gathering in which you read 
the Christmas Story one more time and 
you are in meditative reflection concern¬ 
ing these things that have come to pass. 

Gifts. The past few days have been 
filled with events in which gifts are 
exchanged among us. I’ve had candy I 
normally don’t eat - but it was SO 
GOOD! Doo-dads are in my possession 
that I never would have bought. 
Christmas cards abound with greetings 
from afar. Even the weather has been a 
gift with the humidity being pushed out 
to sea by the cold fronts that have come 
through. Gifts are a part of the season. 

Then I look in the paper and watch 
the television news and see the multi¬ 
tudes that have few, if any, gifts. Pleas 
are being made to stop by local banks 
and pick up a tag with the name of those 
who will have nothing unless a “secret 
Santa” provides the funds. Even the 
thousands of names serviced by the 
Angel Trees at our churches cannot suf¬ 
fice to bring a gift to everyone. And 
there are those throughout the world 
whose haunting faces and wretched bod¬ 
ies adorn the pages of mail-box pleas for 
monetary help so they might have the 
gift of nourishment and health. Gifts are 
not part of their day to day lives, not 
even at Christmas. 

Gifts. Remember when you were a 
child and people gathered for your 
Birthday party and they brought gifts for 
you to enjoy? And as everyone stood 
around and watched you open what you 
had been given, the giver of the gift was 
the most interested in your reaction! 

They wanted you to like what they had 
given. And your moment of gift-giving 
was right then; right there in the midst of 
your own party! You could give the gift 
of graciously receiving what you had 
been given by a loving friend, even if 
you didn’t want or like the gift itself! It 
is indeed a gift to make the giver feel 
appreciated for their effort and thought¬ 
fulness! 

Gifts. In our church oriented world 
we probably are the most “gifted” of 
people. We have far more than we need 
and yet we keep getting more. There 
almost becomes a guilty saturation point 


when we say, 
“Enough! It’s time 
for me to be the 
giver to those who 
have little or noth¬ 
ing. And in so doing 
I will receive the 
greatest gift of all - 
Peace in my Heart.” 

In this issue of the 
Louisiana Now! 
there are numerous articles about a way 
for you to give the gift of yourself. Here 
are the opportunities for you to partici¬ 
pate in a Louisiana Volunteer in Mission 
outreach to those who await the gift of 
time, love, compassion, work, teaching, 
sharing, money, and presence of those 
who have been given this wonderful 
Christmas Gift of Jesus Christ. And in 
so doing, you will be the one standing 
there at someone’s figurative Birthday 
Party, giving the gift of yourself and 
waiting for those dancing eyes, toothy or 
toothless smiles, and raggedly clothed 
bodies to respond to you with gratitude 
and love saying “God bless you for car¬ 
ing enough to be here.” 

Gifts. My heart turns toward what 
can I give Him? Not only can I give 
myself to Him for His abundant love and 
transforming grace, but I can give myself 
to others through a hands-on mission 
outreach that not only tells of the love of 
Jesus, but demonstrates and gives the 
love of Jesus through the gift of self! 

Gifts. Go Into Far-flung Territories to 
take the love of Christ, the medical needs 
of the millions, the tools and hands to 
build homes and churches, the loving 
heart to teach the gospel, and your own 
physical self that says “I came because of 
and for you.” Wow! What a Gift! It’s 
part of the journey you don’t want to 
miss. In fact, if you miss it, you will 
have missed a significant part of Christ 
in your own life! 

Gifts. Praise God from whom all 
blessings flow! Praise God from whom 
all GIFTS flow! 

Christmas love to all and a blessed 
New Year in mission to and for the 
world! 


Bill Hutchinson 



Bishop William 
W. Hutchinson 



Casa de Comunion y Bendicion 

Casa de Comunion y Bendicion in Matamoros, Mexico has a new face. Teams have 
completed the exterior of the building which features horizontal safety shades. 
Several LAVIM teams have participated in the construction of the building over the 
past few years. The congregation will dedicate the building on its 10th anniversary 
on May 8, 2011. Although the exterior has been completed, there is still much to do 
before that date to complete the inside. Tasks include applying stucco, putting in 
insulation, electrical installation, ceiling work and tiling of the main floor as well as 
plumbing, stucco and tile work in the banos. LAVIM teams are needed for the work 
during the early part of 2011. Roberto Gomez Reyes is the pastor of the church. 


Need a one-day mission? 

St. Mark's United Methodist Church on Rampart Street in the New 
Orleans French Quarter offers a meal after the 10:30 a.m. worship serv¬ 
ice each Sunday. The meal serves the homeless and under served of the 
community. Congregations and youth groups have the opportunity to 
join St. Mark's in this ministry by supplying the meal, attending the 
exciting worship services which often features guest New Orleans 
musicians, and then serving a meal to about 125-150 guests. St. Mark's 
supplies the plates, utensils, tea, cups, etc. The visiting mission team 
brings the main dish, vegetable or salad, and dessert. Five to 15 volun¬ 
teers are needed to carry out the mission. You should expect the meal 
cost to be between $200-$350, depending upon the menu you choose. 
Due to limited space, it is best for the meal to be prepared off site and 
re-heated in the St. Mark's kitchen. Some congregations choose to do 
this monthly, others quarterly, and some once a year, ft is an excellent 
opportunity for youth to see another side of what most experience as an 
abundant society. Please contact Rev. Anita Dinwiddie at (504) 569- 
8661. 
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From the LAVIM Director 


On January 12, 2010, the world changed for our brothers and sisters in Haiti. A 
daily situation that was never good became one hundred times worse. United 
Methodist Volunteers In Mission teams, including six LAVIM teams, began forming in 
anticipation of being called to serve. And now we are just a few days away from the 
anniversary date of that terrible earthquake and are met with another disaster - cholera. 
A difficult and potentially violent Haitian national election also looms in the very near 
future. The UM Haiti Response staff has been in deep discussions about the need for 
safety for our volunteers and the overwhelming call to be “present” with the people of 
Haiti. Are we risking lives or are we being witnesses as Christ calls us to be? 

And all the while much better known brother and sisters in Mexico are also experi¬ 
encing their own difficulties. Reports of accurate drug related violence come to us daily 
along with greatly exaggerated media coverage and warnings despite the US govern¬ 
ment statements simply to be cautious in over the border travel, as well as the continu¬ 
ing UMVIM team reports of peaceful and much needed mission service across the Rio 
Grande. 

Greg Forrester, Coordinator of the Northeast Jurisdiction UMVIM wrote of this deli- 
ma and suggests we turn back to our UMVIM team leader manual and the UMVIM 
Theological Statement: 

The understanding that “we are called” and “we are sent” is at the foundation of our 
faith. The Scriptures are full of stories of people who responded to a call and were sent 
on a mission for God. 

Abraham and Sarah, our parents in the faith, met God in the desert and entered into a 
covenant that from that moment they and their descendants would be dedicated to 
God’s mission. Miriam heard the call and was sent to care for her baby brother. Moses 
heard the call coming from a bush that was burning but not consumed and was sent to 
lead his people out of captivity. Isaiah had a vision of God in the Temple and heard the 
voice of the Lord saying “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Isaiah 
answered, “Here am I, send me!” (Isaiah 6:1-8) 

Jesus spent his ministry calling people and sending them on God’s mission (Andrew 
and Peter), the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha and Lazarus, the woman at the well, 
the paralyzed man by the pool, Zacchaeus in the tree, etc. Jesus understood himself to 
be called and sent when he announced to his hometown synagogue in Nazareth: “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. ” (Luke 
4:18-19) 

Jesus summed up the Christian life in a simple formula: “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your 
strength” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:30). When asked by a lawyer 
to explain who his neighbor was, Jesus told the story of the good Samaritan. The 
Samaritan was a good neighbor because he had compassion and was able to cross cul¬ 
tural and religious boundaries to help someone who was obviously hurting and in need 
of help. And then Jesus said, “Go and do likewise!” (Luke 10:37) 


The New Testament instructs those who would be followers of Jesus to feed the hun¬ 
gry, clothe the naked, give shelter to the homeless, heal the sick, care for the widow, and 
nurture the children. We are told that Jesus came in order that we might be able to tear 
down dividing walls of hostility and to build bridges of understanding. We are called, 
wherever we are in the world, to love all of God’s creation and to demonstrate that love 
with action. 

Therefore, putting our faith into action is at the very heart of our Christian calling 
and not just something that we do in our spare time after we have reached our personal 
goals. Through Volunteers In Mission, all people in the church have the opportunity to 
serve and to live their calling and their lives more faithfully. And when we reach out in 
this way, using what God has given us in the service of others, we have “life-transform¬ 
ing” experiences. 

The gift of hospitality is another theme recurring throughout the Scriptures. In the 
Hebrew Scriptures, giving shelter to the traveler, helping the sojourner in our midst, and 
sharing with each other are what God expects. Jesus introduces us to a God of grace 
who offers unconditional hospitality to all who will come. Provisions are made for all, 
with a special place reserved for those who are among the marginalized. We are 
instructed in the Book of Hebrews, “Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect to show 
hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 
it.” (Hebrews 13:1-2) 

Our neighborhood has expanded. Today we are a global neighborhood and our 
neighbors are everywhere. There is no place on this planet where we are not called to 
go if there is a need. There is no place on this planet where we do not have the opportu¬ 
nity to receive those who understand themselves to have been sent. We have discovered 
that when those of us from more affluent countries and congregations work alongside 
those who are poor or oppressed, we are blessed in profound ways. As we move into 
different cultures and experience the reality of other contexts, we begin to live our lives 
with greater sensitivity, understanding, and compassion. This kind of living and under¬ 
standing can be life-energizing and church-energizing. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., said: “Everyone can be great because everyone can serve . 
You don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t even have to make your 
subject and your verb agree... You only need a heart full of grace ... a soul generated 
by love.” 

Someone asked in an e-mail the other day, “When will things calm down in Haiti?” 
I’m not sure I can predict that but I can predict that the day when “things calm down” 
we will no longer send teams to Haiti. NOW, when life is most out of order, is when 
our witness, our hands and our faith is needed in Haiti. 

In this time of the year when we re-visit, verbalize, and give thanks, and celebrate 
the coming of Peace, healing come into the world - Thank you for being the witnesses 
and bringing the gift of presence to those that are afflicted, in mourning, and wondering 
if they have been forgotten. 

Larry D. Norman 

Director LAVIM 


Haiti relief efforts; plans for future Louisiana teams now in the works 



LAVIM team serves in 

Rev. Jerry Hilbun, team leader for the 
October mission to Haiti, reflects on his 
experiences during the recent work mission 
to the earthquake ravaged country: 

Driving across Port-au-Prince, one can¬ 
not help but feel the growing and palpable 
desperation there. Piles of rubble are every¬ 
where, untouched since last January’s 
earthquake. Streets and alleyways are 
crowded with people. There are goods and 
local fruits that young and old try to sell for 
just meager coins. The side streets are near¬ 
ly impassable to vehicles because of ran¬ 
dom tents pitched on every bare piece of 
land. Many Haitians expressed fear about 
entering buildings or homes that have been 
repaired because of the threat of future 
aftershocks, thus the tent cities grow larger 
every day. Safe water and sanitation are 
growing and critical problems. 

Our LAVIM team worked at a Haitian 
Methodist school with several Haitian 
laborers who are being paid with UMCOR 
funds. Our task was to repair a large roof 
which is a source of rain water for a local 
school. The roof is flat and drains into a 
large cistern. 

Several team members voiced that their 


most unforgettable memory of Haiti was 
watching the kids that gathered every day. 
Some wanted to watch us, some wanted to 
play, and others wanted to help. One “snap¬ 
shot” that I carry in my mind is of a young 
boy who was anxious to pitch in. He want¬ 
ed to help mix the concrete, which was all 
being done by hand. He had no shoes, so in 
order to prevent mortar from getting on his 
bare skin and legs he covered them with 
empty paper bags which had contained the 
concrete mix. 

One team member said, “I’ve recovered 
from the hard work. My back and muscles 
are okay, but emotionally I’m still right 
there with those people and I think I will 
carry that with me always.” 

Despite the dire conditions and a sense 
of hopelessness that is growing in Haiti, the 
many UMVIM teams that are traveling to 
Haiti bring a renewed hope. Homes, 
schools, churches and community centers 
are being recovered. Agricultural ministries 
are springing up so that communities can 
eat and micro-industries and water supplies 
are being bom or improved. The work of 
UM Mission Volunteers and UMCOR is 
helping Haiti to make great strides. 


The threat of cholera and the mistrust of 
the political system and its elections pose 
new threats to Haiti’s people. It is para¬ 
mount that we offer our prayers, our pres¬ 
ence, our gifts and our service to Haiti. We 
painters, mixers of concrete, plumbers, 
electricians, carpenters, those who play 
well with children and purveyors of the 
Gospel are needed. YOU are needed in 
Haiti! 

LAVIM teams will travel to Haiti July 
18-25, September 19-26 and October 24-31 
in 2011 and January 9-15, 2012. Call the 
LAVIM office today at (225) 346-1646 to 


join a team or schedule additional dates for 
your team. All team leaders must be 
LAVIM/UMVIM certified and must have 
prior Haiti experience. LAVIM can supply 
a leader for your team if you do not quali¬ 
fy- 

“I’ve been on many mission experiences 
to places of great poverty, but the situation 
in Haiti is the most desperate I’ve seen,” 
said Larry Norman, director of LAVIM. “I 
ask each one of you to join in those prayers 
and every church to respond in a meaning¬ 
ful way to the needs of these hurting peo¬ 
ple.” 
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LAVIM team serves in Kenya, Africa; GBGM missionary Gitobou hosts 




A LAVIM team, largely consisting of members from First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, served in Kenya, Africa from Sept. 1-16. Team members are pictured, above 
left, with GBGM missionary Esther Gitobou, seated far left. Team members Sandra Loy, left, and Mae Belton, right, are pictured with Kenyan children in front of a Methodist 
church. 


From Sept. 1-16 of this year, a 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team 
served on a medical and construction mis¬ 
sion to Kenya, Africa. The members were 
largely from First UMC in Baton Rouge. 

Team members included Mae Belton, 
Wesley Belton, Cooky Coffey, Claudia 
Davis, Shelly Dick, Terry Dier, Michelle 
Ducharme, Judy Foust, Elaine Hadlock, 
PeeWee Hathom, Leo Honeycutt, Sandra 
King, Sandra Loy, Mike Patterson, Fred 
Skelton and Rev. Susie Thomas. 

Leo Honeycutt, a professional commu¬ 
nicator and a LAVIM team member, had 
this to say about the mission: “Our trip 
seemed doomed from the start. Elaine 
Hadley broke her collarbone and was hos¬ 
pitalized. Rev. Susie Thomas flew with 
Elaine back home. Terry Dier fell off scaf¬ 
folding and broke his arm. I broke a molar 
while eating something unrecognizable. All 
I could do was trust God as I went under 
the needle at the hands of a young Kenyan 
dentist, fresh out of school, as he per¬ 
formed his first root canal using 1950s 
equipment —on me. Despite these obsta¬ 
cles, our mission team plowed onward, 
heads unbowed and not a single person 
complained, perhaps because abject pover¬ 
ty surrounded us. Yet, what we found were 
people immersed in the joy of the Lord, 
also unbowed by the constraints on their 
lives.” 

Inspiriting reflections like Leo’s were 
the result of a “once in a lifetime” experi¬ 
ence for the LAVIM team that started its 
journey in Nairobi. GBGM missionary 
Esther Gitobou greeted the team members 
who spent the night in the Christian Health 
Association of Kenya Guest House. 

The team visited the Methodist project 
called Kawagware in a poor area of 
Nairobi. The project includes a completed 


school and church that is under construc¬ 
tion. They also visited the headquarters of 
the Kenya Methodist Church where the 
team left a donation of $540 to be used 
toward the construction costs of the 
Kawagware church. 

“The headquarters was a lovely, modem 
facility. We learned the Methodist have 
20,000 members in Kenya, 1,000 churches, 
350 ministers and 10 bishops,” wrote 
Cooky Coffey, co-team leader with Judy 
Faust. 

Smaller trips included visiting a giraffe 
center, where team members had the 
opportunity to feed them; tea at the home 
of Esther’s friend, Lois; and a stay in Mem 
at the Biodiversity Farm. While traveling 
from Nairobi to Mem, the team crossed the 
equator. 

The group also attended worship at 
Mem Muthangene Methodist Church, the 
home church of GBGM missionary 
Nicholas Gitobu (also married to Esther!). 
The Wesleyan Methodist church has about 
500 members, many of whom walk to 
church. 

The church was hosting an auction and 
dinner following the service to raise money 
for the completion of the constmction of 
their church. Because Rev. Thomas had 
returned to the States, team member Fred 
Skelton stepped in to deliver a sermon at 
the church service. He was assisted by a 
translator. 

“English and Swahili are the official 
languages of Kenya, but many dialects are 
spoken. A total of seven different churches 
were present for this special Sunday and 
each presented special music and dancing,” 
said Coffey. “The LAVIM group even sang 
a song—We Are Walking in the Light of 
God—in English, Swahili and Spanish.” 

Auction items included com, African 


sweet potatoes, sugar cane, goats and 
chickens. Team member Mike Patterson 
paid $100 for a chicken, which brought a 
rousing reception. He then gave the chick¬ 
en to a woman in the congregation. 

The group traveled to the Maua 
Methodist Hospital where they set to work 
on constmction tasks such as painting the 
pediatric ward; building walls and painting 
new flats for hospital staff; painting a 
duplex for staff members; Team members 
also led a knitting class for five local 
women who wanted to learn a skill they 
could use to support themselves. 

“We were joined one day at lunch by 
Linet, a 25-year-old women, whose hus¬ 
band had cut off both her hands and inflict¬ 
ed many cuts on her body. It was an inspi¬ 
ration to see how she had overcome this 
handicap and was able to feed and care for 
herself,” wrote Coffey. 

Team member and nurse Mae Belton 
conducted a seminar for the nurses at the 
hospital dealing with several issues, such as 
dealing with violent psychiatric patients. 

“Maua Methodist Hospital was built in 
1928 and it has 275 beds. We saw many 
births during our stay as the people of 
Kenya do not believe in birth control. One 
night while we were there, 10 babies were 
delivered,” wrote Belton. 

Many registered nurses are midwives 
and all are in high demand, she added. 

“The mother goes to the hospital only if 
there are complications. The hospital has 
no nurse’s aids or orderlies. The nurses do 
everything: change beds, bathe patients, 
take vital signs, etc. The nurses on staff 
work very hard—15 hour shifts, four nights 
per week.” 

There are many patients in the hospital’s 
bum unit, which was founded by The 
United Methodist Church of Germany. 


“Most people cook over wood and lots of 
children fall into the fire,” said Belton. 

Six members of the LAVIM team visit¬ 
ed the Giving Hope program, an empower¬ 
ment project that assists orphans and child- 
led families to become self-sufficient in a 
period of two to three years. The program 
includes mentoring, vocational training, 
learning income-generating activities, train¬ 
ing in animal husbandry and farming, and 
HIV/AIDS. 

The volunteers facilitated a Bible 
School with over 200 local children. The 
afternoon culminated in a “second line” 
chapel to a grassy area in the compound 
where the children finished their final proj¬ 
ect—decorating popsicle stick crosses with 
tissue paper. 

Team members saw first-hand the 
poverty that plagues Kenya. Nearly 70 per¬ 
cent of the population is unemployed. 
Farming is the number one industry, and 
raising flowers is a major contributor to the 
economy. 

During there travels, the group took 
game drives and visited the Masai Mara 
Game Preserve. Among the animals seen 
while in the park were wildebeest (thou¬ 
sands of them!), zebras, elephants and 
giraffes. 

Leon Honeycutt, who produced a series 
of reports for the Baton Rouge CBS affili¬ 
ate wrote about the Kenyan people he met: 
“They recognize the Source of all blessings 
which means the tiniest gift, the smallest 
kindness brings vibrant joy to their daily 
lives. They reiterated for me that material¬ 
ism can be just as enslaving as poverty, 
how debt creates a type of paralysis that 
minimizes joy.” 













DECEMBER 24, 2010 


Louisiana ConferencSpecial LAVIM Edition 


5 



St. Francisville UMC sends LAVIM team to help seminary in Costa Rica 


BY LINDA HOLMES 

Led by Tom Crouse and Claire Mott, a 
mission team from St. Francisville United 
Methodist Church spent 10 days in Costa 
Rica at the University de Biblica Latin 
American (UBL) in July. 

The UBL is an ecumenical seminary 
established in 1921 by Susan Strahan, a 
Methodist missionary, and her husband 
Harry Strahan, a Presbyterian evangelist. 


There are 14 satellite campuses scattered 
throughout Central and South America and 
the Caribbean. Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees are offered in Theological 
Sciences, Biblical Sciences and Theology. 

The LAVIM team spent most of their 
time painting the seminary’s reception cen¬ 
ter, the kitchen, classrooms, apartments and 
the guard house. Members of the work 
team donated a metal extension ladder to 


the UBL to help with future projects. 

Students and faculty shared meals with 
the team at lunch and dinner. Evenings 
were spent with students playing ping 
pong, singing and playing games. 

The team came home with new friends 
on Facebook, beautiful photographs and 
tired muscles from painting. 

Costa Rica is a beautiful country and 
San Jose is a bustling city with lots of 


things to do. The team spent its cultural 
day shopping, zip lining and visiting sites 
important to the understanding of Costa 
Rica and its culture. For some of the team, 
it was their first mission; for others one of 
many. But the bond that was created within 
the team will encourage continued service 
of God in the local church, community, 
state and the world. 



LAVIM volunteers are shown working on the roof of Iglesia Metodista de Boca de Camarioca (Boca de Camarioca Methodist Church) 
Rignac work side by side building the foundation of the church. 


Cuba, from page 1 

will also be the floor for the parsonage.) 
We mixed many batches of mortar for the 
blocks and concrete for the pillars as we 
watched the walls go up. 

For me, the mission to Boca was like 
“going home.” After three earlier visits, I 
felt I knew the pastor and his wife as 


friends. We knew some of each other’s sto¬ 
ries. We had shared experiences of hard 
work, fellowship and worship. I knew 
many of the members in the church, who I 
had met on earlier visits. I have seen their 
children grow. This sense of continuity, 
love and friendship gave me a deeper 
understanding of what being in mission is 


all about. 

Jose and I have made a pact that after 
the building is completed, and in later years 
when we are old men, we will sit on the 
second floor porch of the parsonage over¬ 
looking the ocean across the street. As we 
sit, we will sip some good Cuban coffee 
while we share stories and memories. 


in Cuba. Rev. Mark Martin and Pastor Jose’ 


By the time we left in October, all 12 
team members felt like we were at home at 
the Methodist Church in Boca de 
Camarioca. One day, one way or another, 
we will all be back to see our friends and 
the church in which we all poured our 
blood, sweat and tears. Please pray for our 
brothers and sisters in Cuba. 
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Readers of the Louisiana Now! may remember a recent edition picturing Dawn Young 
of Asbury UMC in Bossier City selecting hand sewn articles for the church’s annual 
mission fair while visiting the ladies sewing circle of the Carbonera Methodist Church in 
the Gulf side village of Carbonera. The mission fair was held Nov. 13-14 and raised 
over $6,000 for missions including Mexico Mini Medical and Construction mission 
teams from the church. A portion of the proceeds, close to $1,055, were funds raised 
from the sale of the Carbonera handicrafts and $67 was raised from the sale of items 
from the El Camino Methodist Church located in Reynosa. Both congregations have 
been served by teams from Asbury UMC. Pictured here are members of the Asbury 
Mission Committee, including Young and Dennis Bouck, and Willie Berman, Mexico 
VIM Coordinator, a guest of the event. 



Amanda Short currently serves as the new financial assistant for the Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission office. Returning to work after being a ‘full time mom,” Amanda is 
enjoying her work with mission budgets and funds and is happy to be “making a differ¬ 
ence.” ‘1 am very impressed by the life changing work that is being done through 
Louisiana Volunteers in Mission. I am also impressed by the commitment our volun¬ 
teers have in serving people in different communities, both domestic and abroad,” she 
said. 


Risk Management for Hands-On Missions 

For ALL local church Mission experiences held separate 
from Louisiana Volunteers in Mission 

Sunday, February 20, 2-4 p.m. 

Grace United Methodist Church 
3401 North Trenton 
Ruston, La. 

Presented by Rev. Larry Norman 

Learn about: 

Cultural Awareness 
Safe Sanctuaries 
Insurance Liabilities 
Church Coverage 
Medical Policies 
Emergency Medical Evacuation 
Exit Plans in case of Natural Disaster, Political Upheaval, 

Etc., 

and Liability Issues 


VIM HAITI ISSUES 
CHOLERA UPDATE 

All of us are reading news reports of 
cholera and violence in Haiti, and our teams 
have asked us for our recommendation. The 
following announcement was sent 
to the eight remaining 2010 UMVIM teams 
last week by Volunteer Management 
Coordinator, Tom Vencuss, after consulta¬ 
tion with our partners in the Methodist 
Church of Haiti:Team welfare and safety is a 
first priority for us. We are doing our best to 
monitor the situation in Haiti through the pub¬ 
lic information available and from people we 
know on the ground here. 

Regarding the cholera outbreak we take precautions in the purchase, 
preparation and use of our food and water at the Guest House, as well as for 
our teams in the field. We will also do an orientation with all groups once they 
are here regarding precautions and safety measures. 

Regarding the recent demonstrations we are, once again, monitoring that 
as best we can. We will not send teams into any areas that are of any ques¬ 
tion and if necessary, change the location of a team’s work site. 

We leave the decision to travel here up to the Team Leader and Team 
members. We will do all that we can to see that you have a safe and good 
experience while in Haiti. 



A group of enthusiastic participants is shown during the Cultivating Cultural Intelligence 
seminar held Nov. 13 at First UMC in Pineville. Dr. Robert Hunt, director of Global 
Theological Education for Perkins School of Theology led the workshop. LAVIM volun¬ 
teers learned how to become more culturally sensitive in preparation for cross cultural 
and global mission work. 


Individual Volunteers Training slated for 2011 

The United Methodist Church, in partnership with churches and institutions in the 
U.S. and other countries, has identified opportunities for individual volunteers, either 
single or as married couples. 

The usual length of service is two months to two years. The individual volunteer 
is expected to cover the cost of transportation and personal expenses in the place of 
assignment. Because individual volunteers will be viewed as missionaries by the host 
community, they should possess a growing Christian faith and understanding of mis¬ 
sion, be active in a local church, and be flexible. Living in a different culture presents 
challenges that require maturity and strong interpersonal and cross-cultural skills. 
Individual Volunteers Training is designed to inform and prepare the longer term vol¬ 
unteer for this type service, over and above the knowledge necessary for UMVIM 
teams. 

Two training seminars for individual volunteers will be held during 2011 from 
May 19-22 at the Scarritt-Bennett Center in Nashville, Tenn. and from July 28-31 at 
Mount Sequoyah Conference and Retreat Center in Fayetteville, Ark. 

If you have questions, please contact Nancy Eubanks, 426 Eubanks Rd., 
Brownsville, TN 38012, (731) 772-0458, Fax ( 731) 779 9123, E-mail: 
Indvols@gbgm-umc.org 



HAITI RESPONSE. 
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Louisiana Volunteers in Mission partners with our brothers and sisters in Mexico 


A note from Willie Berman 

Mexico Volunteers in Mission: New challenges 

This year has been a time of challenges. Questions and doubts have been part of 
the daily routine in our ministry. 

We had to answer many questions from our team leaders and partners in mission . 

. . Is it safe in Mexico? Is it worth going? Is sending money better that our presence 
there? Are they telling us it is safe just because they want our teams and our gifts to 
be there? 

It is very hard to respond to any of these questions without us asking ourselves if 
what we are saying is responsible enough? We can only say we are here, we live 
here, and we think it will be safe for you to be here. Life has not come to a halt here 
in Mexico. We still get up each morning and live our lives, go to work, shop, go to 
church and attend community activities with our children each day. 

This all reminds me of the chapter on the life of John the Baptist when he ques¬ 
tioned himself about Jesus’ authenticity in Matthew 11:1-6. Is He the Christ? Wow! 
What a question from the very one that received the commission to prepare the way 
and declare him the Christ when he baptized Him!! 

Jesus responded to John’s messengers, “Tell him what you have seen and heard.” 
Modeling scripture, we have concluded that the best information about conditions is 
from those that have been with us this year and have gone back home. . . those who 
have seen, heard and experienced mission in Mexico. These have been the Christ for 
us. They can tell you what it is like. 

We have trusted our Mexican government in their fight against the drug cartels. 
Fear has become our biggest adversary in facilitating mission teams to Mexico 
because of the news of violence in our region. 

There is a story from the Bible I would like to share with you (and your mission 
team members), that gives my perspective on the matter. When David fought Goliath, 
there were “40 days of fear” in the army of Israel that kept them immobilized. They 
were afraid of what they were seeing every day in front of them. Every day, they 
were prepared for the battle but then paralyzed when they heard the insults of some¬ 
one that was bigger than them. They were looking at the giant and not to their God. 
David made the decision to fight the giant in the name of OUR GOD, OUR GOD! 

It’s inspiring to read this familiar story again in 1 Samuel 17. 

This year, with less teams in our area, the situation has pushed us to re-think how 
are we doing missions. We have been here as the coordination body to serve your 
teams in your mission, we have tried to partner with you every time. Great and big 
results have been the fruit of this partnership. But now, without a team on the calen¬ 
dar when we were supposed to be busy with you, we looked at ourselves and ques¬ 
tion, “What if they don’t come? What do we do now? 

I believe this is the time to grow in our partnership, for us coordinators to invite 
and provide our Mexican Church and communities with programs and tools to part¬ 
ner in our mission of sharing God’s love more than ever before. 

We are developing new programs for next year and would like for you to pray for 
them and think about using them as well. 

One of these programs is “Manitas Juntas” (Little Hands Together), a program that 
involves children working with our mission teams for a few hours. We are developing 
a series for children with the purpose of preparing them to do small special activities 
with and without our teams. Groups of children from eight to 12 years of age will 
start this program next February. They will join a team to clean a park, paint a class¬ 
room of a public school, plant small trees, prepare sandwiches for homeless people, 
prepare greeting cards for people at a hospital or some other small activity. The pur¬ 
pose, of course, is to initiate them on the mindset of doing missions. 

We are also developing a new way to assist families with more than a “casita,” or 
little house. For some of these families, there hasn’t been a adequate follow-up on 
them. I’m sure we can all agree that all of these families need assistance with health 
and education and not just housing. “Manos Juntas” programs, conducted with the 
partnership of VIM Mission teams, have the ability to provide planned (even if limit¬ 
ed) assistance for families for health and education improvement. We are partnering 
with the pastors of Rio Bravo to follow up on those families and to start self-employ¬ 
ment workshops. More information will be shared with you later. 

Also, mission teams comprised of Mexican Church members are being formed to 
go on missions in our Conference under the program called “Mexican Methodists in 
Mission.” 

Finally, I would like to say that we should be rejoicing about all of the things that 
are creating a conflict in our lives (James 1:2). Please rejoice with us as we continue 
to grow and understand God’s mission. We thank you for your continued love and 
support. 

Guillermo “Willie” Berman 

GBGM Missionary #3019612 

Manos Juntas Mexico A.C. Director 

VIM Coordinator Eastern Conference of The Methodist Church of Mexico. 



First UMC-Pineville sends LAVIM team to Mexico 


BY REV. RICKY WILLIS 

On October 7-10, 2010,1 was privileged 
to lead a Medical and Construction team of 
18 people to Reynosa, Mexico. I have led 
many teams in the past, but this one was 
different. We were all anxious about this 
mission due to what we had been seeing on 
the news. Images of violence and chaos 
had folks thinking we were entering a war 
zone. Yet, in spite of what we were hear¬ 
ing, we were convinced that our brothers 
and sisters in Mexico needed our presence 
of solidarity and hope now more than ever. 
Having a longstanding relationship with 
Willie Berman, I trusted that he would not 
put our team in any circumstance that 
would be unsafe. So, our team of 18 was 
resolved to go. 

Our experienced turned out to validate 
what I have learned on other occasions. 
That is, what we see in the media is often 
not the reality. Their job is to sell news 
and they do not often portray the whole 
picture. To be sure, there are pockets of 
violence occurring in Mexico, but it was 
far removed from where our team was 
ministering. Like any city in the United 
States, people in Mexico would tell us, 
“Yes, there are sections of town that you 
just don’t go to at night and you should 


stay away from, but for the most part, life 
here is normal.” 

We had a wonderful experience and 
never felt in any kind of danger. We trav¬ 
eled throughout the city, walked the streets, 
shopped in the public malls, ate at restau¬ 
rants, and even walked the streets at night. 
Like every time I have gone before, the 
people were grateful and encouraged by 
our presence, but we received the greatest 
blessing from being among them. 

I would encourage any group that has 
made plans to go or is considering going to 
Mexico to trust in the judgments of Larry 
Norman, Director of LAVIM and Willie 
Berman, Director of Mexico VIM, about 
safety. They are committed to monitoring 
the conditions there and providing a safe 
experience for all who come. While we 
were there, the people were saddened to 
hear about groups cancelling due to fears 
of the violence. Such news is dishearten¬ 
ing to the people there and it is placing the 
Volunteer in Ministries staff in Mexico in 
financial strain. Projects are being can¬ 
celled and needs are going unmet. We 
were asked to let churches in Louisiana 
know that they are needed now more than 
ever and not to believe all that we see in 
the news. Your safety is of primary con¬ 
cern for the people of Mexico as well. 



Willie Berman, Director of Mexico VIM, is all smiles as he receives much needed dona¬ 
tions of a new van, medical and mobility equipment and a laptop computer given by 
individuals and congregations through LAVIM. First UMC, Gonzales donated the six¬ 
teen passenger 1995 Dodge van to be used to transport equipment and teams to the 
various work sites within Mexico. A lap top computer was purchased by LAVIM for the 
use of Berman and medical volunteers in organizing patients records and pharmacy 
distributions while mobile clinics are being held. John Warren, IT technician, for the 
Conference Office gave his time in re-programing and installing new software on the 
lap top. And, crutches, walkers and other medical equipment was given for use in 
Mexico by FUMC Baton Rouge. Mexico VIM and LAVIM are indeed grateful for all 
these gifts which will give greater strength to our shared mission throughout Mexico. 
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LAVIM travels to India for English speaking Ashram May 15-30, 2011 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission will 
offer up a new experience for the Louisiana 
Conference in 2011 - the opportunity to be 
a pilgrim in the Sat Tal Ashram in northern 
India. Past Louisiana mission teams have 
both visited and worked on projects at the 
Ashram established by E. Stanley Jones 80 
years ago. Each visit has provided addi¬ 
tional interest in the possibility of partici¬ 
pating in an actual Ashram event. 

In 2011, Rev. Carlos and Saroj Welch- 
former missionaries to India and retired 
members of the Louisiana Conference—will 
lead the May 15-30, 2011 English-speaking 
Ashram. 

The Ashram is designed as a spiritual 
retreat using both preaching and workshop 
times to help the pilgrim go deeper in his 
or her faith. The original Ashrams were 
one month in length giving the pilgrim a 
most adequate time to disengage from 
everyday life and consider that which is not 
every day for far too many. Work periods 
are also part of the Ashram schedule—as 
well as lots, and lots, of Indian food. 

The Ashram estate is located near 
Nanital, near the border of Nepal, and is 
comprised of more than 900 acres in the 
foothills of the Himalayas. Sat Tal (Seven 
Lakes) Ashram is located on seven lakes, 
each set in beautiful nooks and valleys nes¬ 
tled in the towering hills. Hiking and quiet 
times by the lakes, as well as marvelous 
worship opportunities with fellow believers 
from around the world, will be the daily 
offering. 

Carlos and Saroj ini have a special con¬ 
nection to the Ashram experience. Both 
worked directly with Dr. Jones during their 
mission service in India and were staff per¬ 
sons for the Ashrams, living at Sat Tal dur¬ 
ing the summer months to both facilitate 
and attend the spiritual growth conferences. 
At the request of Dr. Jones, the pair estab¬ 
lished several psychiatric hospitals and 
teaching universities, which continue to 
operate through the Methodist Church of 
India. 

WHO—The Ashram is ideal for all pil¬ 
grims; those who desire a closer walk with 


Christ, those wishing to get away from the 
pressures of daily life, and those seeking a 
fuller life of faith. 

COST—The cost of the Ashram partici¬ 
pation, flight, admissions, insurance, 
administration, meals and lodging will be 
approximately $2,325 for the 23 days in 
India. An Indian Visa is also necessary, 
along with Passport, which is not included 
in the registration cost. Procurement infor¬ 
mation will be provided by LAVIM. 
Registration will be handled through the 
LAVIM offices and is due no later than 
February 1, 2011. A deposit of $ 1,400 is 
necessary with registration to reserve air 
fare. 

CLOTHING—Casual attire is recom¬ 
mended for the Ashram. Comfortable work 
clothes and sturdy shoes or boots are sug¬ 
gested for work times and occasional hikes. 
At no time are tank tops, halter-tops, or 
short shorts appropriate while at the 
Ashram. Please consult a weather forecast 
when preparing for the mission. 

"Layering” is advised for changing weather 
conditions. Adequate protection from hot 
sun is essential. A light jacket is recom¬ 
mended for cool mountain evenings and 
for an early morning side trip to see the 
snows of the Himalayas. 

TRANSPORTATION, LODGING AND 
WHAT TO BRING—The LAVIM Ashram 
group will depart Baton Rouge on May 12, 
arriving in New Delhi on May 13. The 
group will overnight in Delhi and depart by 
train to Moradabad and bus to Sat Tal on 
May 14. After the Ashram ends on May 
30, the group will depart to Agra for 
overnight and a tour of the famed Taj 
Mahal on June 1; we return to New Delhi 
for the flight home on June 2-3. Additional 
sight-seeing and market shopping will 
complete the schedule in New Delhi. 

Registration will be handled through the 
LAVIM office. If you are interested in this 
historically unique opportunity to consider 
your faith and faith walk, contact the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346.1646 or 
LduckN@aol.com. 



Saroj and Carlos Welch 


LAVIM Mission to Sat Tal Ashram set Feb.24-March 12, 2011 

LAVIM will offer its third mission to the Sat Tal Ashram in north¬ 
ern India in 2011. The Ashram estate is located near Nanital, near the 
border of Nepal and in the foothills of the Himalayas. Two cottages for 
housing pilgrims have now been renovated by LAVIM construction 
teams and the grounds and water tanks have been re-landscaped and 
painted by combined Indian and United States college aged teams. This 
2011 team led by Judy Barbay, veteran of three teams to India, will 
tackle yet another of the Sat Tal cottages for renovation. 

The cost of the mission is $2,846 for the 17 days in India. The 
focus on the mission, slated for Feb. 24-March 12, is construction and 
repair. 

For specific information and details about the mission, contact the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 to receive a brochure giving you all 
the information you need to know. Make plans to register soon! 


Mission agency names executive for Conference Relations and Mission Volunteers 


New York, 

NY, November 
18, 2010—The 
mission agency 
of The United 
Methodist 
Church has 
named Una 
Jones as its new 
executive for 
annual confer¬ 
ence relations 
and mission-vol¬ 
unteers programs. 

She brings extensive experience in con¬ 
stituency relations through positions she 
had held over the last 11 years at the mis¬ 
sion organization, the General Board of 
Global Ministries. Annual conferences are 
regional units of the denomination that play 
important roles in worldwide mission. They 
are also staging areas for the expanding 
grassroots mission-volunteer movement. 


In her mission-volunteer responsibilities, 
Ms. Jones succeeds the Rev. Clint Rabb, 
who died as a result of injuries caused by 
the January 2010 earthquake in Haiti. 

"Conference relations and mission-vol¬ 
unteer work are naturally complementary," 
said the Rev. Jorge Domingues, deputy 
general secretary for Mission and 
Evangelism of Global Ministries. "Una has 
the experience and expertise in United 
Methodist relationships to do a superb job 
in a critical mission post. She has strong 
management skills, a keen knowledge of 
annual-conference operations, and an 
appreciation of the significance of volun¬ 
teers in mission." 

Jones will be an assistant general secre¬ 
tary of Global Ministries and, as such, a 
member of the leadership team of Mission 
and Evangelism, the key program unit of 
the agency. She will have an executive- 
level assistant, still to be hired, to work 
specifically with volunteer networks, 


including United Methodist Volunteers in 
Mission (UMVIM). The appointment is 
effective December 10, 2010. 

More than 100,000 United Methodists 
volunteer each year for short-term mission 
service, usually through congregational or 
annual conference teams that engage in 
construction, health services, and educa¬ 
tion. In the US, five jurisdictional UMVIM 
offices, funded in part by Global 
Ministries, are pivotal in the volunteer 
movement. Another program places indi¬ 
vidual volunteers in service roles lasting 
from a few weeks up to two years. There 
are also volunteers organized by special 
interests or age, such as groups of retired 
volunteers. 

Una Jones is a native of South Africa. 
She came to the United States in 1990 and 
worked in corporate-gifts management and 
university-related marketing before joining 
the staff of Global Ministries in 1999. For 
nine years, she worked in the area of mis¬ 


sion education. She holds a college degree 
in education from Rand Teachers College, 
Johannesburg, and taught school in South 
Africa for a number of years. 

Two years ago, Jones became the assis¬ 
tant general secretary of the Advance for 
Christ and His Church (The Advance), the 
designated mission-giving channel of The 
United Methodist Church. 

Both the mission-education and 
Advance posts have involved close con¬ 
tacts with annual conferences and congre¬ 
gations. She has a network of contacts con¬ 
cerned with mission collaboration on glob¬ 
al, national, and local levels. 

Jones is married to the Rev. Dr. Edwin 
Jones, pastor of the Seaford United 
Methodist Church, Seaford, New York, a 
congregation within the Long Island 
District of the New York Annual 
Conference. 



Una Jones 
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Construction and Repair Mission 


JIP 


Louisiana Volunteers 


In Mission 


ount Sequoyah 


SCJ UMVIM WORK WEEKS 


Sequouah 


April 4-9, 2011 


April 11-16, 2011 



* Perfect 

Gift for All 


Honor a friend, or 

remember someone special. 

7 Give a gift to support 

Mount Sequoyah, 

S we ll send the holiday cheer 


A festive holiday gift notice 
will be sent with love from y< 
Wto*and blessings from us. 


^^Give by calling or mailingi'laicing 
our downloadobls form located at 
www.mount5equoyah.org. 

150 NW Skyline Dnw 
(■ny?'l , «ville AR 72 <•■'0 ' 
800760.0126 
FAX 479,443.4569 


MOUNTS 

SEQUOYAH 


Mt. Sequoyah plans two Work Weeks in April of 2011 


Mount Sequoyah is a 30-acre urban 
conference center located on a secluded 
mountain top near downtown Fayetteville, 
Ark. Serving the South Central Jurisdiction 
(SCJ) of the United Methodist Church, 
“The Mountain” is dedicated to hosting 
and creating spiritual programs that inspire, 
encourage and equip individuals and 
groups for the work of the church and of 
the Kingdom. 

In the spring of 2011, the popular SCJ 
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission 
Work Week is expanding to two-week long 
opportunities at the Mountain. It is an 
important time of renewal and transforma¬ 
tion. The first work week begins with din¬ 
ner on Monday, April 4, and continues 
through breakfast on Saturday, April 9. A 
second work week will begin on Monday, 
April 11-16. Volunteers are also invited to 
stay for both weeks and enjoy meeting new 
friends from all over the Jurisdiction. 

Participants will spend time repairing 
buildings, cleaning windows, sealing 
decks, and making the grounds beautiful. 
Your carpentry, drywall, maintenance, 
sewing, cleaning or painting skills and 
office work experience will be put to good 
use while you are there. Also, beginning in 
2011, Work Week will be directed the SCJ 
UMVIM Coordinators along with the 
Mount Sequoyah staff and maintenance 
area. 

Each day begins with a morning devo¬ 
tional and full breakfast. Then you will be 
off with your chosen work group to accom¬ 
plish great things. Volunteers are served a 
hearty lunch and a delicious dinner. 
Evenings are filled with opportunities for 
worship, games and fellowship with new 
friends. And, after a restful night’s sleep, 
you get to start again! This is a wonderful 
week of faith-in-action 

WHO—Both experienced and inexperi¬ 
enced volunteers are needed. Professional 
or non-professionals in carpentry, electri¬ 
cal, plumbing, roofing, drywall and paint¬ 
ing are sought. “Go-fers”, those who enjoy 
repairing their own homes, weekend 
painters, hobbyists and those who want to 
learn a new skill will also find this mission 
a satisfactory experience. Gardeners will 
find ample opportunity to join in the recre¬ 
ation of God’s good earth. MISSION 
FEES—The fee for participation in either 
work team is $302 for Monday lunch 
through Friday breakfast including meals, 
lodging and $100 materials fee. This may 
vary with earlier arrival on Sunday or 
Friday overnight and Saturday departure. 
The registration deadline is April 1. The 
mission fee includes administrative fees 


and meals while at the mission site. Team 
members may want to bring extra funds for 
excursions to interesting locations and 
sight-seeing while on the mission as well 
as a visit to the Mount Sequoyah Gift 
Center located on the Mountain. 

TRAVEL, LODGING, WHAT TO 
BRING—Once the team is formed, trans¬ 
portation arrangements will be made for 
car caravans or vans from various areas of 
the Louisiana Conference. Individual trans¬ 
portation costs will vary accordingly and 
volunteers may elect to travel to the 
Mountain using their own cars. Please 
advise LAVIM if you will need transporta¬ 
tion or are willing to transport other volun¬ 
teers in your vehicle. The team will be 
assigned lodging in regard to the needs of 
other guests who are on the Mountain for 
ongoing programs. Linens are provided. 
Missioners are encouraged to request “first 
floor” rooms or handicapped facilities 
should they require them. While on the 
Mountain you will enjoy delicious meals 
prepared by the staff of the Mountain’s 
cafeteria. Be sure to specify on your regis¬ 
tration if you need special dietary consider¬ 
ations. Golf carts are provided for those 
who find it difficult to walk on rough ter¬ 
rain. 

Team members are requested to bring 
their own basic tools: hammer, tape meas¬ 
ure, nail aprons, safety goggles, water bot¬ 
tle, disposable facemasks, work gloves, etc. 
and gel sanitizer. Those wishing to join the 
landscaping crew should bring clippers and 
gloves If you have a special skill or prefer 
to bring your own hand tools (skill saw, 
drill, extension cords, etc.), please feel free 
to do so. 

Casual clothing is recommended for 
after work and travel or sightseeing. At no 
time are tank tops, halter-tops or short 
shorts appropriate while serving on 
Louisiana Volunteer in Mission teams. 
Construction volunteers should wear sturdy 
shoes or boots. Old or work clothing is rec¬ 
ommended for construction and hospital 
scrubs for medical volunteers. Adequate 
protection from hot sun (long sleeves, hat 
and sun screen) is important. 

Mount Sequoyah is not responsible for 
primary travel, life and/or medical insur¬ 
ance. It is the responsibility of the volun¬ 
teer to acquire these policies before depart¬ 
ing. 

For more information, and to register, 
please go to 

http ://www.mountsequoyah. org/Mount_Se 
quoyah/group_events_files/, or call the 
LAVIM office at (225) 346-1646 or email 
Lduckn@aol.com 


Consider Advance Giving to 
Mount Sequoyah 

Mount Sequoyah Retreat and Conference 
Center has made it more convenient to 
donate to its upkeep and ministries. The 
retreat center for the South Central 
Jurisdiction in Fayetteville, Arkansas has 
established its Advance Projects Number: 

#3021239. 

For more information,please contact: 
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/Advance/projects/search/index.cfm?action=details &id= 
3021239 or Larry Norman, Louisiana Trustee at (225) 346-1646. 


mountW 

Sequoyah 
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A Louisiana Volunteers in Mission team traveled across the world this past October to Cambodia to offer fellowship, leadership development and assistance with the construction 
of a parsonage. Five mission teams to the country are planned in 2011 including medical, construction, spiritual direction and leading a men’s retreat. 


LAVIM serves Cambodia with first annual men’s summit, construction work on parsonage 


This past October, a Louisiana 
Volunteers in Mission team traveled across 
the world to Cambodia to offer fellowship, 
leadership development and assistance with 
the construction of a local parsonage. 

The team of eight volunteers included, 
left to right, Dorrit White, Ken Musick, 
Chuck Reynolds, Rev. Larry O’Dell, Mary 
Holland, Harold Choate, Jeanie Howell and 
David Howell. 

Although Christianity is spreading in the 
third world country, Cambodia is over 95% 
Buddhist and less than 1% Christian. 
LAVIM team members were excited to 
witness eight people giving their lives to 
Christ when they attended services at 
Spean Chivet Methodist Church in 
Cambodia. Spean Chivet was built largely 
with hinds and construction teams from 
volunteers in the Louisiana Annual 
Conference. 

The team visited the Faith Engine 
Ministry, where students are trained in 
engine repair. It costs $350 to provide 
tools, training, and room and board for 
each student for 14 weeks. Most of the 
trainees come from poor families. This 
ministry provides youth with skills and 


confidence to help make them more pro¬ 
ductive members of the community. 

The men serving on this mission team 
planned and facilitated the first Methodist 
Men’s Conference, which took place in 
Sihonoukville on the Gulf of Thailand. For 
three days, men from across Cambodia 
assembled to hear talks such as “How to 
Read the Bible for Inspiration and 
Guidance,” “Bringing Up a Family Fully 
Committed to Christ,” and “Improving the 
Economic Situation of Our Homes, 
Churches and Communities.” The confer¬ 
ence was deemed so successful that a plan 
is already in the works for a second men’s 
gathering next year. 

The women serving on the LAVIM 
team stayed in Phnom Penh during the con¬ 
ference and worked at Cambodia 
Methodist Mission headquarters. They also 
visited several orphanages and schools in 
the area. 

The ladies were touched by one particu¬ 
lar music class that is taught to children in 
a very poor slum area. The class was made 
up of approximately 30 children ranging 
from four to 10 years in age. It was an 
extremely poor area of the city. However, 


the volunteers observed that the children 
were very joyful. Cards made by the chil¬ 
dren of St. Andrew’s UMC in Baton Rouge 
were distributed to the children in the class. 
In return, the class made and sent cards to 
send back to the kids at St. Andrew’s. The 
music class performs and has received first 
place in their regional competition and sec¬ 
ond in the country of Cambodia. 

During the second week of the mission, 
the LAVIM team traveled about four hours 
north of Phnom Penh to a small village 
named Samrath. The group assisted with 
brick laying on a parsonage that was under 
construction. The Methodist church there 
had been recently completed, with the con¬ 
struction financed by First United 
Methodist Church in Baton Rouge. A 
LAVIM team led by Judy Faust will go to 
Cambodia for the dedication of the church 
in September of 2011. 

The LAVIM team also brought and fit¬ 
ted over 100 pair of reading glasses for the 
community. “This church is very impor¬ 
tant to this community,” said David 
Howell, team member. “It is located down 
the street from the best school in the 
province, and there is a great need for stu¬ 


dent housing since students come from all 
over Cambodia to attend this school. The 
parsonage will be used as a dormitory until 
funding for a dormitory can be secured and 
built.” 

While in Phnom Penh, the team visited 
the infamous Killing Fields and Genocide 
Museum. On April 17, 1975, the Khmer 
Rouge took political control of Cambodia, 
reigning terror over the country for three 
and a half years.. Almost two million peo¬ 
ple were tortured and murdered during this 
time, with most of the intellectuals like 
doctors and teachers being murdered. As a 
result, the population now is relatively 
young and is rebuilding. “The loss of many 
of the educated people has put a heavy bur¬ 
den on the recovery of the country of 
Cambodia,” added Howell. 

Louisiana Cambodia Missions are the 
cooperative work of LAVIM and the 
Louisiana Cambodia Initiative chaired by 
Rev. Ann Sutton. Five mission teams are 
scheduled for 2011 including medical, con¬ 
struction, spiritual direction and the annual 
Methodist Men’s Retreat. 


LAVIM nurtures Cambodian connection through many types of missions 


BY DAWN YOUNG 

One of the delights of mission is partici¬ 
pating in projects that have been planted, 
and getting involved with them for a suffi¬ 
cient period of time to see the growth from 
those seeds. Certainly Louisiana VIM has 
sown the seeds of mission with its partners 
in Mexico and India, and has seen the 
fruition as mission has grown, even in the 
face of some difficult circumstances. 
Churches and schools are growing and 
flourishing in Mexico. Last year LAVIM 
teams were present at the dedication of a 
new chapel at the Wame Baby Fold in 
Bareilly, India, a mission that it dreamed, 
was involved in and supported from the 
beginning. In addition, you may not be 
aware that in Cambodia, our VIM teams 
are fostering and continuing in mission that 
is growing ever stronger with God’s guid¬ 


ance. Indeed even now teams are prepar¬ 
ing to go to Cambodia to dedicate a church 
building which First UMC in Baton Rouge 
assisted financially, and another team is in 
its preparations to lead seminars on spiritu¬ 
al direction and reflective meditation for 
the lay leadership of Cambodia. Now is 
exactly the time for you, and your congre¬ 
gation, to become involved in LAVIM and 
Louisiana Conference Cambodian Initiative 
missions. Here are some of the various 
options: 

Medical Missions - LAVIM has been 
sending medical mission teams to 
Cambodia for a number of years. Teams 
begin planning several months in advance 
to coordinate travel and medical supplies to 
have on site. Dorritt White, member of a 
past Cambodian mission states that these 

See Cambodia, page 12 
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REYNOSA, 

CARBONERAS, 

MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO PROGRESO, 
VALLE HERMOSO 

Dates Team Leader 


January 6-9 
January 13-16 
January 27-30 
February 3-6 
February 17-20 
February 24-27 
March 3-6 
March 17-20 
March 31- 
April 3 
April 14-17 
April 28-May 1 
May 12-15 
May 26-29 
June 2-5 
June 2-5 
June 15-19 
June 15-19 
July 14-17 
July 28-31 


September 1-4 
September 15- 
18 

September 29- 
October 2 
October 13-16 
October 27-30 
November 3-6 
November 17- 
20 

December 1-4 


Available 
Available 
Available 
Available 
Available 
Nan McMullen 
Tom Dungan 
Jill Brandao 
Gloria 
Robinson 
Ann Sutton 
Available 
Available 
John Dixon 
Kathy Powers 
Shelley Bray 
Jackie Smith 
Dale Smith 
Joel Kees 
Available 


Kathy Wells 
Dennis Bouck 

Gloria 
Robinson 
Ricky Willis 
Available 
Tom Dungan 
Jim Maker 

Available 


Louisiana 

Volunteers in Mission 
527 North Boulevard 
Baton Rouge, La. 70802 

Larry D. Norman 
Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 222 
(888) 239-5286 
LduckN@aol.com 

Brenda Coppit 
Assistant to the Director 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 226 
Brenda Coppit@la-umc. org 

Amanda Short 
Financial Assistant 

(225) 346-1646 ext. 240 
AmandaShort@la-umc.org 


2011 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

Bahamas 

April 22-30 

Eluethera 

Martha Pittman 

McNeese Wesley Foundation 

Construction/VBS 

Cambodia 



February 10-22 

Phnom Penh 

Beverly Dinnel 

Medical 

September 23-Oc+ober 7 

Phnom Penh 

Judy Foust 

Construction/ 

Church Dedication 

September 29-October 10 

Phnom Penh 

Clifton Conrad/ 

Lay Spiritual 


Ann Sutton 

Direction Retreat 

October 20-30 

Phnom Penh 

Tina Butterfield Construction 


November 

Costa Rica 

Svay Reing 

TBA 

Methodist Men's Mission 

February 19-26 

Cuba 

October 17-27 

San Jose 

Mike Owenby 

Construction 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

Guatemala 

January 2-8 

Lemoa 

Max Zehner 

Tulane Wesley Foundation 

Construction/VBS 

July 

Students 

Andrew Tarver 

Construction 

International 

David Howell 


Haiti 

July 18-25 

Port au Prince 

Larry Norman/ 

Claire Mott 

Disaster Response 

September 19-26 

Port au Prince 

Larry Norman 

Juda Hammond 

Disaster Response 

October 24-31 

Honduras 

Port au Prince 

Disaster Response 


June 18-26 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/ 

Lafayette 

Construction 

June 26-July 3 

Subirana 

David Mire/ 

Steve Mire 

Construction/VBS 

July 9-16 

Subirana 

Richard Schulze 

Construction 

July 30-August 6 

India 

Subirana 

Tom Crouse 

Construction 

Feb. 24-Mar.l2 

Sat Tal 

Christian Ashram 

Judy Bar bay 

Construction 

May 12-June 3 

Sat Tal 

Christian Ashram 

Larry Norman 

Spiritual Retreat 

Mexico 

June 29-July 3 

TBA 

Archie Corder 

VBS 

Palestine 

Oct. 21-Nov. 1 

Bethlehem 

Bible College 

Ray Varnado 

Maintenance/Repair 

Education 

Russia 

June 8-17 

Zimbabwe 

James Gillespie 

Construction/Edu. 

Yekaterinburg 

November 1-12 

Various locations 

Martha Orphe' 

Global Health Initiative 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

May 18-26 

Girdwood 

ULL Wesley Foundation 

Daniel Hixon 

Construction/VBS 

June 9-20 

Arkansas 

Girdwood 

Judd Hammond 

Construction 

April 4-8 

Mount Seauoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Larry Norman 

Repair/SCJ UMVIM 
Workweek 

April 11-15 

Kentucky 

Mount Seauoyah/ 
Fayetteville 

Larry Norman 

Repair/SCJ UMVIM 
Workweek 

April 25-30 

Washington DC 

Red Bird Mission 

Lisa Morgan 

Construction/Repair 

March 5-12 

Homeless & Hunger 
Projects 

Laura Vaughan 

Centenary Wesley Foundation 

Community Service 


2012 MISSION OPPORTUNITIES 


INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM LEADER 

TASK 

October 18-November 1 

Cuba 

Svay Rieng 

Ken Musick 

Men's Mission 

October 15-25 

Ghana 

Havana 

Mark Martin 

Construction 

October 

Haiti 

Abesiduasi 

Hulen Warren 

Construction 

January 9-16 

Honduras 

Port au Prince 

Hulen Warren 

Disaster Response 

June 13-22 

Danli Area 

Asbury UMC/ 

Lafayette 

Construction 

India 

February 16-30 

Faridpur and Bareilly 
Warne Baby Fold 

Larry Norman 

Medical 

February 23-March 9 

Faridpur and Bareilly 
Warne Baby Fold 

Judy Bar bay 

Construction 

Palestine 



September-October 

Elias Chacour School/ 

Debbie Vest/ 

Construction 

Bethlehem Bible College Larry Norman 
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Cambodia, from page 10 

missions not only provide necessary and 
essential medical care, but “it gives the vil¬ 
lagers confidence in seeking services, cre¬ 
ating a connection to the government pro¬ 
vided services and provides referrals that 
get people into the system.” The 
Cambodian initiative from Louisiana is 
planning a medical mission February 10 - 
22, 2011 led by Beverly Dinnel. This team 
still has openings for medical and non¬ 
medical personnel. 

Education - LAVIM and Cambodia 
Initiative is participating in educational 
missions with clergy and laity to strength¬ 
en this relatively new church. This joint 
effort between clergy of Cambodia and 
Louisiana, and the laity of Cambodia, edu¬ 
cates all involved in the culture of Christ 
and what it means to be the Methodist 
Church in Cambodia, Louisiana and the 
world in terms of theology, church polity, 
societal issues and family faith and respon¬ 
sibility. The next educational mission is 
scheduled for September 29 - October 10, 
2011 and is to be led by Ann Sutton and 
Clifton Conrad. This mission will empha¬ 
sis spiritual direction and formation with 
the laity of the Cambodia church, therefore 
a special invitation to those certified as 
Spiritual Directors by the Academy for 
Spiritual Direction are sought as team 
members but all who have a faith to share 
are welcome! 

Construction - In addition to building 
and adding to other places of worship, 
schools and mission facilities, there is a 
special construction project being planned, 
referred to as “Joseph’s Dream.” This plan 
includes classrooms, sleeping and shower¬ 
ing facilities on the existing compound for 
teams and visiting church groups, creating 
a new place for mission groups to be 
lodged and their Cambodian hosts to work, 
worship and fellowship together. LAVIM 
is raising the funds to sponsor this building 
project and you can donate to “LAUMC- 
LAVIM Joseph’s Dream -6464-11-120.” 
And then you can join your hands to the 
task by participating in the October 20 - 
30, 2011 construction team led by John 
and Tina Butterfield. 

Methodist Men - Louisiana mission 
teams have been asked to carry out the 
principal leadership of an annual 
Methodist Men’s retreat in Cambodia. The 
first was held in October of 2010 with a 
team of eight from our Conference leading 
laymen delegates from the districts of the 
Cambodian church. Plans are being laid 
for fall Methodist Men’s Retreats both 
2011 and 2012 presently which will be 
offered to an expanded number of 
Cambodian delegates. Louisiana United 
Methodist Men are largely needed to vol¬ 
unteer for these teams but wives may 
accompany their spouses and are assigned 
to other ministries helpful to the women 
and children of the Cambodian church. 

Youth - Each spring the LAVIM and the 
Louisiana Annual Conference sponsors a 
Cambodian Youth Initiative, bringing 
Cambodian and Louisiana youth together 
for a time of Christian learning and fellow¬ 
ship. The Conference supports this event 
financially. Currently no team leader has 
been chosen for the next mission. Are you 
hearing a call to this mission for 2012? 



Louisiana Volunteers in Mission and the Cambodia Initiative are extremely thankful to the Louisiana Conference Disaster Recovery 
ministry for the donation of five laptop computers for use by the Cambodian Mission Staff. Thanks also to Mark Lubbock and John 
Warren of Louisiana Data Systems for the donation of new batteries, software and other needed equipment to go with the computers. 
The October team led by Ken Musick carried two of the laptops to Cambodia, and the remaining computers will be delivered by a 
medical team (led by Beverly Dinnell) in February. Warren gave his time to reprogram the computers and make necessary repairs. 
Pictured are Mark Lubbock, John Warren and Rev. Darryl Tate (director for the Disaster Recovery Ministry) presenting two of the lap¬ 
tops to Ken Musick, Harold Choate (team member) and Larry Norman, director of LAVIM. 




For help in updating or preparing your will, 
contact us or go to our Web site. 

(225) 346-1535 (800) 256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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Perpetuate Mission 


Louisiana Volunteers in Mission helps 
with disaster response, construction 
and home repair for the needy, medical 
treatment for those without, and more. 

A bequest in your will to LAVIM can 
support mission for future generations, 
and 


is easy and inexpensive to prepare 
does not impact your current budget 
gives your philanthropic spirit a 


voice. 


What legacy will you leave? 
Remember VIM in your will. 

































